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Euro is born as mini 
move towards politic 



s hail 

nion 


By John Lichfield 
in P&ris 

and Stephen Castle 
and Katherine Butler 
in Brussels 

RARELY IN the history of the 
world can power - real power; 
the power of money - have 
been given up with so little foss. 

Eleven sovereign nations 
yesterday handed over control 
erf their currencies to a com- 
mittee of bankers. The meeting 
took less than 30 minutes. 

Five hundred blue balloons 
were released into the sky over 
Brussels. The euro, the world’s 
newest, least viable and second 
most important currency was 
bom (weighing in at slightly 
more than a dollar or just over 
70 pence). The Eurosceptics - 
and not just in Britain - said it 
could never happen; or if it efid 
happen it would cause a Euro- 
pean recession, street-fighting 
or even civil war. 

But the euro is coming into 
being to the polite, over- 
whelmingly positive but rather 
distracted welcome erf the 300 
million citizens of the European 
Union. (Last night's new year 
celebrations claimed a much 
bigger share of most Eurolan- 
ders' attention). - 

The., quiet welcome is un- 
derstandable. Far three years, 
file heavyweight baby with the 
ugly name . will not be allowed 
to appear in public. The franc, 
mark, lira and others will re- 
main, nominally, in the pockets 
■ and wallets of Eurolanders. 
The euro will be allowed out on 
the street only in the form of 
plastic money and cheques 
(and even then only if a shop or 
restaurant is wiHing to take it). 

But, injeal terms, the 10 old 
currencies - two of them, the 
franc and the florin, with 12 cen- 
turies of history between them 
- died yesterday. They have 
ceased to exist as independent 

mBfaHmenis nf national pride nr 
economic policy. They are now 
mere accounting units of the 
euro. Their exchange rates 



A crowd in front of the European Council building in Brussels preparing to let off balloons yesterday to mark the launch of the euro 


against the new currency were 
yesterday locked until the euro 
finally sweeps them away in 
July 2002. 

The 11 finance ministers of 
the euro nations (Britain not 
being represented) decided, in 
a ceremony broadcast through- 
out Europe, that a euro is worth 
1.95583 Deutschmarks, 6.55957 
French francs and so on. All de- 
cisions affecting the new cur- 


rency. on interest rates or mon- 
etary flows, will be taken by the 
European Central Bank in 
Frankfurt 

Yesterday’s calm in Eu- 
roland was therefore, in another 
sense, misleading and per- 
plexing. Something huge was 
happening but the reaction was 
an enthusiastic lack of interest 
The comments by several Eu- 
roland ministers, foreshadow- 


ing a euro-driven movement to- 
wards a more federal Europe 
will (perversely) delight the Eu- 
rosceptics and annoy the Blair 
government But they are a 
recognition of reality 

Hailing the formal estab- 
lishment of the euro, Jacques 
San ter, the European Com- 
mission President argued: 
“Europe can speak with a sin- 
gle voice. It is now up to us to 


proceed. We embark on the 
next stage leading to political 
unity which, I think, is a direct 
consequence of economic unity 
so Europe can play a leading 
role on the international stage, 
even including a common de- 
fence policy. This goes well be- 
yond the introduction merely of 
the euro. It heralds a new de- 
parture for Europe." 

The French Finance Minis- 


ter; Dominique Strauss- Kahn, 
argued that the euro-ll com- 
mittee of finance ministers will 
become the “economic govern- 
ment” of Europe, and Italy’s 
Carlo Azegtio Ciampi bailed the 
currency as a “decisive step to- 
wards ever closer political and 
institutional union in Europe”. 

And indeed, for all that the 
Blair government denies it to 
have a single European cur- 


EPA 


renqy wiD progressively demand 
more co-operation on the big 
economic and political decisions 
affecting everything from public 
sp ending tn im p m pi nymppt and, 
up to a point taxes. In turn, this 
will - or should - demand more 
direct democratic control of 
decision-making in Brussels, 
which would, itself be a feder- 
alising influence: another step to- 
wards some form of “European 


government”, however loosely 
drawn. 

The EEC/EC/EU has always 
proceeded this way (stealthily if 
you like, but its aims always 
made clear). It sets ambitious 
but abstract economic targets- 
the common market the single 
market now the single curren- 
cy The often unseemfy struggle 
to achieve these targets, and 
make them stick, forces mem- 
ber states to draw closer and 
closer together politically. 

There are good economic ar- 
guments for fiie euro. It has al- 
ready sheltered Europe from 
the worst of the Asian eco- 
nomic flu. The euro countries 
have minimal inflati on and low 
interest rates (unlike Britain). 
The OECD predicts that the 
EU wiD be the most dynamic re- 
gion of the world next year. 

But the euro was not in- 
vented for these reasons alone. 
It was also invented to answer 
the threat from German unity 
by forcing more European eco- 
nomic -and therefore political 
-unity. 

A single European currency 
wffl-frcHTi 2002 when it becomes 
holdable and foldable - bring 
Europe alive to its citizens for 
the first time. There is potential 
in the euro for the creation of a 
truly European political con- 
sciousness. But also tile po- 
tential for disaster. If the 
Eurolanders start to feel eco- 
nomic pain before “bonding" 
with the new currency they will, 
inevitably blame the surreal 
new money in their wallets. 

And what should Britain do? 
We are back where we started. 
We did not wanl/thtTcommon 
market but oned it prospered 
we had to join. There are per- 
haps good economic reasons 
why Britain would never have 
wished for the euro; but once it 
exists and succeeds, we are 
asked a different question. Can 
you afford to stay out? 

Launch of the euro, 
page 10, 
Leading article. 
Review, page 3 


Britain feared Soviets would unleash 20,000 Hiroshimas 


A GRIM reminder of the Cold 
War is revealed today in for- 
merly top-secret "Mmistry of 
Defence papers that outline 
the expected devastation from 
a Soviet nuclear strike on 
Britain. 

The ffitbD report from 1967, 
released under the 30-year rule 
, at the Public Record Office at 
' 'Kew, estimates that a Soviet 
thermonuclear attack against 
Britamwouidhave unleashed 
a destructive force nearly 


BYPAULLASHMAR 
AND NICHOLAS SCHOON 

20,000 times greater than Hi- 
roshima. It would have flat- 
tened much of urban Britain to 
little more than smouldering 
wreckage, with millions of 
casualties. It is the first time 
that such a candid government 
estimate of the scale of nuclear 
war on the British Isles has 
been released. 

The list was compiled by 


the forces’ Joint Intelligence 
Committee and approved the 
chiefs of staff, Britain’s most se- 
nior defence committee made 
up of the chiefs of the Navy, 
Army and Royal Air Force. 

The document, titled Prob- 
able Nuclear Targets in the 
IhntedKmgdoiTLAssw^ 
far Planning, outlines military 
estimates of how Britain’s cities 
and defence installations would 
be razed by a Soviet nuclear air 
att ack The material is haseri nn 


high-level intelligence and con- 
tains a table of likely targets, 
with the size of nuclear bomb 
expected to be used 
Military fop brass thought 
the Soviets had identified 104 
potential targets, including aD 
Britain’s main cities, air bases 
and naval bases. They esti- 
mated more than 360 nuclear 
weapons would be launched 
by the Soviets with a total yield 
of 3 89 megatons - equivalent to 
389 million tons of TNT explo- 


sive. The bombs that were 
dropped on Hiroshima and Na- 
gasaki at the end of the Second 
World War; by comparison, had 
yields of just 20.000 tons of 
TNT. 

In an introduction to the re- 
port, the Secretary to the De- 
fence Chiefs of Staff, Major 
General Gibbon, said that even 
that figure could be an under- 
estimate. “Note has also been 
taken of comment by the 
deputy Chief of Staff (Intelli- 


gence) that Russian strategic 
missiles are now assessed to 
have an operational yield of half 
to one megaton - although a 
maximum yield of about three 
megatons is possible,” he said. 

London was expected to 
take the heaviest punishment 
with a combination of eight 
one-megaton missiles and two 
500 kfloton bombs - 450 times 
more powerful than Hiroshima 

The MoD believed that the 
Soviets had selected central 


and regional government cen- 
tres, including London and the 
mQitaiy commands of the Royal 
Navy and RAF; some 20 cities 
from Glasgow to Nottingham, 
RAF bomber bases and USAF 
nuclear bomber bases; subma- 
rine and naval bases, inclu ding 
Rosyth and Portsmouth. 

Defence experts believed 
the Russians were aiming two 
nuclear missiles at each target 
in case one failed, and most 
were also earmarked for raids 


by aircraft carrying atom 

bombs. 

The minutes of a Ministry of 
Defence meeting that exam- 
ined the report makes no ref- 
erence to likely civilian 
casualties but, had only a quar- 
ter of these weapons reached 
Britain and detonated at least 
a sixth of the entire population 
would have been killed in- 
stancy, with millions dying later 
from radiation sickness, burns 
and other injuries. 
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IN ¥THE INDEPENDENT TOMORROW 


‘Call a Morris dancer quaint and 
he’ll bounce you on your head’ 

ANDREW MARTIN ON THE WORLD OF MEN, BELLS AND BEER 


■ IN THE WEEKEND 
REVIEW: TRAVEL, 
GARDENING, BOOKS, 
MOTORING. SHOPPING 
AND PROPERTY 

■ PLUS YOUR MONEY 


T HE BEST WRITING, WEEK IN, WEEK GE T: DEBORAH ROSS, HOWARD JACOBSON, I IAMISI I MCRAE, MARK STEEL. ROBERT RISK, TERENCE BLACKER 
JOHN \\Wl£H?RiCHARD WIU JAMS, DAVID VAROXOVITCH , ANN E \KTIVOY, THOMAS SI TCEUTE, MILES KINGTON, SIT ARNOLD, ANDREAS W1 11'ITA.M SMITH 


Leukaemia 
‘may run in 
families’ 


A SUSCEPTIBILITY to blood 
cancer could run in families, 
scientists revealed yesterday. 

Researchers have pinpoint- 
ed a gene, known as ATM, 
thought to be responsible for 
some cases of the most com- 
mon type of leukaemia. It is the 
first evidence of a hereditary 
link to the disease. 

The findings from scientists 
at Birmingham University, pub- 
lished in The Lancet yesterday, 
show that almost 20 per cent of 
sidfererc of chronic lymphocytic 
leukaemia (CLL) could have a 
mutated version of the gene. Of 
these, one in three may have 
inherited the fault 

Professor Malcolm Taylor, 
the chief researcher, said: 
“We've suspected for some time 
that a number of patients with 
this type of le ukaemia could be 
carriers of a faulty gene. But the 
fact that we have been able to 
isolate the specific gene and 
show that it could run in fami- 
lies is a major step forward. 

“This means that we can 
start looking for new ways to 
repair the defective gene and 
ultimately prevent this type of 
blood cancer developing." 

CLL. which affects people 
over 50 in 90 per cent of cases. 


BY JOHN VON Radowitz 


is not immediately life-threat- 
ening and can be effectively 
controlled by drugs. Its main 
danger is in weakening 
patients’ immune systems and 
leaving them open to infection. 

However Prof Taylor and his 
team think problems with the 
ATM gene could also be re- 
sponsible for a more aggressive 
form oE leukaemia. 

The ATM gene is thought to 
be involved in apoptosis, the 
self-destruct mechanism by 
which damaged cells commit 
suicide before they have a 
chance to grow into a poten- 
tially fatal tumour If the gene 
is “switched off" it cannot in- 
struct cells to die, so they are 
able to continue multiplying 
out of control. The team found 
that in 40 per cent of tissue sam- 
ples taken from sufferers of 
CLL, the ATM gene was either 
impaired or not working. 

Professor Gordon McVie, 
director-general of the Can- 
cer Research Campaign, said: 
“These findin gs are extreme- 
ly exciting because they are 
taking us yet another step 
closer to finding out what 
causes cancer.” 


BRITAIN TODAY 
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FORECAST 

l stnuckm An unsettled scan: to Hie New Wear. There win be a tot of cloud 
across the whole of the UK today. South-west England. Wales and north-west Eng- 
land will have outbreaks of rain, including some heavier bursts on coasts and hills. 
Rain In Northern Ireland will spread into western Scotland, but the far north-west 
may see a few sunny spells. Eastern Scotland will be mostly cloudy and drizzly. 
Eastern England will also have a good deal of doud. but it will be quite mild. 

London, Cent 5 A SE England, E AngKa. E A HE England: Dud and doudy 
with a small risk of drizzle, but mild. A moderate southerly wind. Max temp 10- 
12C(50-34F). 

Mldlands, Cent N England: Rattier ctoudy. but mild and mostly dry. A moderate 
southerly wind. Mar temp 5- IOC (48-50F1 

Channel Is, SW ft NW England, Wales. Lake Disc, Isle el Man: Dull and cloudy 
with rain moving in. A fresli south-westerly wind. Max 8-1 1C 1 * 6 - 52 F|. 


NE A SE Sc otl a nd . Edinburgh, Aberdeen, N Isles: Generally dull and doudy 
with patches of light rain and drizzle, but mild A fresh to strong south-easterly 
wind. Max temp 7-9C (4S-A8FI. 


NW Scotland: Some early sun. but become increasingly doudy. the doud thicken- 
ing ro produce rain this afternoon. A strong south-easterly wind. Max temp 7-9C 
(45-4 8F). 

SW Scotland, Glasgow, W Isles: Mostly doudy with showers becoming pro- 
longed this afternoon when some heavier bursts are possible. A fresh south-easter- 
ly wind. Max temp 8-9C J46-48F). 

N Ireland: Early rain In the norm, becoming brighter and more showery before 
ram moves In tonight. A fresh south-westerly wind. Ma» temp 7- IOC (65-50F]. 

OUTLOOK 

Overnight rain will dear to leave tomorrow breezy with sunny spells and show- 
ers. most frequent in the north and west. Ir will be breezy but genera/fy mifd. 
Further ram will spread east on Sunday, but it will become even milder. 


TRAVEL 


London: A12 Omen Man Fkxmdabom. 
Leytorstme. Major roadworks on new 
Mil Ink road. Until 31st December 1999. 
Cambridgeshire A10 between Foxlon and 
Mil. Resurfacing and bodge maintenance 
work at Shepreth MIL Until I41h February. 
Buckinghamshire: M40 between ^notions 
1 a (M25) A 3 (Wycombe East). Three narrow 
lanes boto ways and a 50 trgfli spaad Smil n 
knee Una 1st January 
Bristol: M5 JIB-19. Major Roadworks on 
Avonmouffi Bridge. Untl 23rd June 2001. 
Monmouthshire: AJ49 between Usfe M72 
and M4 J24. Roadworks. Una Vlth Jaruary 


Lancashire: M6 Between JZ 7 SCandeh and 
J36 Leyiand. Roadworks: contraflow and a 
SOmph spooti Kmit cuher ade of Chamock 
Richard Services. Untt ish February 1999. 
Greater Manchester: A57. Narrow Ivies 
Manchest er -bound, due to Metroknk con- 
struction work. Unfl 28m February. 
Dumfries and Gateway: A74 between Beat- 
lock and JI6 Amnwa. Major roadworks, 
unfl 31 si January. 

AA Roadwacdi: Call 0336 401777 tor 
the latest local and national traffic news. 
Source: The Automobile Association. Cals 
charged at 50p per mm fmc VAT). 



Labour anger 
over Lib Dem 
links grows 


Biair aide Philip Gould is under fire for backing a Lib-Lab pact Tony Buckingham 


TONY BLAIR faced a growing 
rebellion over plans to forge 
dose: links with the Liberal De- 
mocrats yesterday as Labour 
activists joined cabinet heavy- 
weights to oppose his strategy. 

Opponents of Mr Blair on the 
left and right of the Labour 
Party claimed the “tide was 
turning” against him over Lab- 
Lab links following the resig- 
nation of Peter Maodelson, who 
was the Cabinet’s strongest 
supporter of closer ties with 
Paddy Ashdown’s party. 

It emerged that the new al- 
liance between John Prescott, 
the Deputy Prime Minister, 
and Gordon Brown, the Chan- 
cellor, aimed at reasserting 
“traditional Labour values” 
will extend to opposing Mr 
Blair's moves to bring Labour 
and the Lib-Dems closer 

In a further setback to Mr 
Blair he came under pressure 
to sack a close adviser who 
called for an eventual Lib-Lab 
merger Philip Gould, his poll- 
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Today's readings 
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SUN & MOON 


Sim rises: 08.06 
Sun sets: 1 6.02 
Moon risa:09 .41 
Moon sees: 19.43 
Fun moon: Tomorrow 
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II YESTERDAY 1 

EXTREMES 

wannest. Bournemouth. Dorset 1 1C 

JS2F) 

Cekmt ((tag): Gfename. Armagh 7C 
(45F, 

For 24hrs to 2pm Thursday 

! Son Rabi Man 

hrs In *C *F 

Aberdeen 

1.3 

0.35 

9 

48 

Anglesey 

1.8 

0 1 

9 

48 

Axtemore 

01 

0.17 

9 

48 

Belfast 

4.7 

0.30 

7 

45 

Birmingham 

1.8 

0 

10 

50 

Bournemouth 

0.8 

0.01 

12 

54 

Bristol 

0 

0 

11 

52 

Burton 

0.1 

0.01 

9 

48 

Card If 

0 

0.04 

11 

52 

Clacton 

0 

0 

8 

46 

Cromer 

0 

0 

11 

52 

Edinburgh 

1.0 

0.06 

10 

50 

Exmouth 

0.1 

0.05 

10 

50 

Hsbguanl 

1.4 

028 

9 

48 

Folkestone 

0 

0.12 

10 

50 

Glasgow 

09 

0.12 

10 

50 

Hastings 

0 

0.05 

10 

50 

Hove 

rVa 
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4.1 

0.07 

10 

50 

We-of -wight 

- 

0.01 

11 

52 

Jersey 

0 

0.01 

11 

52 

Kendal 

2.1 

0.04 
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48 

Leeds 

3.5 
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12 

54 
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0 

0.14 
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48 
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0.01 

11 
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London 

0 
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12 

54 
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0 
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10 

50 
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17 
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11 

52 
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0 

0 01 

11 
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0.04 
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52 
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10 

50 
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rva 
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0 

11 

52 

Oxford 

2 8 
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12 

54 

Ross-on-wye 

0 

0.01 

10 

50 
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n/a 




Scarborough 

1.2 

0 

11 

52 

Shrewsbury 

0.2 

0.01 

10 

50 
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0.01 

10 

50 

Stornoway 

1.5 

0.35 

10 

50 

Swanage 

0.1 

0.01 

12 

54 

Tfeoby 

1.8 

0 08 

10 

50 

%nqoay 

0 

0.11 

13 

55 

Weymouth 

6 

0.01 

11 

52 

24 hours to 6pm (GMT) Wednesday: 

to formation by PR WeatherCentre 


WEATHERLINE 

For die bresr forecasts dial 0891 5009 
roOavwd by the mo digits lor yew area. 
Source: The Met. Office Calls charged at 
50p per mm (me VAT) 



Rain or 
SHINE. .. 

MORE THAN two million peo- 
ple in Tanzania will face 
“severe food shortages" this 
year as part of the legacy of 
damage caused by el Nino in 
1998. Tanzania was not only 
battered by severe storms in 
January, it was left facing a 
drought in the rainy season of 
October to December. The 
central bank said the effect of 
poor harvests had been made 
worse by pests, poor storage 
and food smuggling to neigh- 
bouring countries. 


THE WORLD 


EUROPE NOON TODAY 
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THE ATLANTIC NOON TODAY 



Low W will drift east with low T starring to fill. High A will slowly decline 
eastwards. 
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BY ANDREW GRICE 
Political Editor 

ster and strategist and a dose 
ally of MrMandelson, called for 
the two parties to join forces in 
an interview with The Inde - 
pendent in October. 

Labour First, a 500 -strong 
group of moderate Labour ac- 
tivists normally loyal to Mr 
Blair; said it was “outraged" by 
Mr Gould's “almost treacher- 
ous" behaviour. 

“By what right does this 
self-appointed, self-opinionated 
wretch try to start a major row 
in the party?" the group asks in 
its latest newsletter. “Mr Gould 
should be thrown in the dust- 
bin of history as a genuine 
enemy of the party." 

Although Mr Blair wfil not 
distance himself from Mr 
Gould, his allies are worried 
that the new alliance between 
Mr Prescott and Mr Brown 
will make it harderto extend co- 
operation with the Lib Dems. 

“They have seized their op- 
portunity," one Blair ally ad- 
mitted last night “There is no 
doubt the balance of power in 
the Cabinet has changed. It is 
highly significant for our rela- 
tions with the Lib Dems." 

One minister said Mr Brown 
had been “driven to distraction" 
by “silly criticism" of his eco- 
nomic policy by Malcolm 
Bruce, the Lib Dems' Trea- 
sury spokesman. -jLike Mr 
Prescott, the Chancellor op- 
poses the introduction of pro- 


portional representation for 
House of Commons elections. 

The minister said opposition 
to closer ties was not a “left- 
right" issue, with manynewiy- 
elected Blairite MPS hostile to 
the Lib Dems because they 
now formed the opposition to 
Labour at local level. 

The growing revolt will make 
it harder for Mr Blair to extend 
the work of a cabinet commit- 
tee that indudes senior Lib 
Dems from constitutional re- 
form to other policy areas. 

Some ministers are furious 
that the Lib Dems are de- 
manding access to confidential 
cabinet papers, saying this 
would give them more infor- 
mation than Labour ministers 
andMPS. 

In a BBC Radio interview 
yesterday Mr Prescott insisted 
he was “folly on board” with Mr 
Blair's strategy but stopped 
short of endorsing his plans to 
widen the cabinet committee's 
brief. “Let us see if we can get 
co-operation," he said. 

The Deputy Prime Minister 
praised Mr Blair’s “vision and 
courage" and insisted his mod- 
ernising Government was in 
tune with Labour’s traditional 
values. 

Referring to his interview in 
The Independent this week 
which revealed his new part- 
nership with Mr Brown, he 
said: “I wanted to nail the lie 
that there was a feud between 
Gordon Brown and John 
Prescott" 


Decision soon 
on M25 Three 


A DECISION is expected “with- 
in weeks" on whether contro- 
versial convictions in the cases 
of the so-called “M25 Three" 
are referred back to the Court 
of Appeal. 

The men were jailed for life 
in 1990 forwhat was described 
as an “orgy of violence" in 
towns and villages around the 
London orbital road, which left 
one man dead. 

They have been supported 
by a vigorous campaign group 
which has complained bitterly 
at the length of time they hare 
been waiting for a derision on 
the case from the Criminal 
Cases Review Commission. 
Now the body set up to inves- 
tigate miscarriages of justice 
has indicated that a ruling on 
whether to put the case before 
the Court of Appeal is likely 
early this month. 

The derision will come near- 
ly nine years after the three - 
Raphael Rowe, Michael Davis 
and Randolph Johnson - were 
sentenced fora series of attacks 
carried out in one night in De- 
cember 1988. The men, from 
Sydenham, south London, were 
convicted of the tnurdec in 
'Warlingham, Surrey, of Peter 
Hurburgh who, with his homo- 


By Gary Finn 


sexual lover was dragged from 
his car at gunpoint tied up, 
beaten and doused with petroL 
The assault led Mr Hurburgh 
to have a fatal heart attack. 

Later, on the same night 
men broke into the home of a 
retired businessman in Oxted 
and stabbed his 40-year-old 
son. The next attack took place 
in a house in Fetcham. where 
a couple were tied up as their 
home was ransacked. 

The violent nature of the 
robberies shocked police and 
local residents and a £25,000 re- 
ward was offered for informa- 
tion on the gang. 

The description of the per- 
petrators, given by victims and 
issued by tile police to the pub- 
lic, was of a gang of two white 
men and a black man. One vic- 
tim described one of the gang 
as being fair-haired and blue- 
eyed. However, the three men 
convicted were all black. They 
were convicted largely on the 
evidence of three accomplices 
who did not face any charges in 
connection with the crime. 

The Criminal Cases Review 
Commission announced it was 
reviewing the cases in 1997. 


with huge savings on books 
all year round at amazon.co.uk 
you won't have to fight 
for the bargains this january 



Tfiv* greatest ranye of savings. 

* 1 '’ C .'.',*15 on treusarcs o' pcauisT -coV.s 
? : ; r. • r ■ o • : 

** The e.ivlest vjmj to find and buy hooks. 

• - s-icc.-r. o. ? -e 

■ - ■' 1 ’ >';• ■ v' . - .o ■ •' •? c ; 

W The widest possible selection. 

Wr-ii over 3 m.'KiC." bccki - every book in print ir. 

’.vc" ,=s hundreds of : hep; ones cf the 
nos: pcpuier ,S 

Experience ail this end more on the -Internet 



click with 

amazon.co.UK 



I JvljJ 1 l>* \jSvP 













r. .... 

c i: . . '.T' 

3d S5 : ‘- 

fora-.*: :. •' 

i'rc: ... 

V*STO.-V. .• 
dfis f.-. 

•ori;::. • Jj 

ii . j • • • ■ 

S iTT-iT. , - V 

too’.f 
fi'.i r-. - _ 

zte ; 

fcsR 

\e: . 

j give : 

«i*y 

a nr-.. 

vUy'-ti' 

*rrJ; 

... • 

titfcei- .. - - 

"Uu, • 
jeni’.-r.". • 

cd&; £ .... 

Wf'ivsi." : 

rtog £».-.*:■ 

With i-Li 


fterryv: r ■ 
/iwteper - 
fiwvRal'v. 
bijj >i'j 

- • 

iikw'tra- .. 
iwi Hr; • 

«Sfc*- r 






THE INDEPENDENT 
Friday 1 January 1999 



i : 

4. .. 


JME NEWS/3 


Music world in disc 

:ord as film depicts 

du Pre the icon as j 

selfish seductress 



Jacqueline du Pr6, the ‘Genius in the Fhmily J , flanked by siblings Hilary and Piers 


JACQUELINE DU PRE, the bril- 
liant cellist who died ofmultipte 
sclerosis in 1987, is once again 
to become the centre of con- 
troversy. A film based on last 
year's unsettling biography of 
her by her sister and brother is 
due to open in London in three 
weeks’ time. 

The film, Hilary and Jackie, 
will, like the siblings' biography 
A Genius In The Family, show 
family discord and du Pre se- 
ducing her brother-in-law. 

In the movie Jacqueline 
makes plain that she wants 
Hilary’s husband Christopher 
“Riffer" Finzi in her bed. “I feel 
a million dollars this morning, 
that was exactly what the doc- 
tor ordered," she beams after 
Kiffer - played by David Mor- 
rissey - reluctantly obliges his 
demanding sister in-law. 

The film stars the Oscar- 
nominated actress Emily Wat- 
son as Jacqueline and is likely 
to reopen wounds between du 
Prd’s family and Mends. This 
time, though, the argument 
will be very public. 

Next week Julian Lloyd 
Webber; the cellist and Mend of 
du Pre, will denounce Jacque- 
line’s siblings Hilary and Piers 
as driven by spite, and the film 
“a slur on Jackie’s memory”. 

Jacqueline du Pr€, with her 
flowing blond hair; good looks 
and vulnerability, was the 
golden girl of classical music in 
Bie sixties. Her recording of 
Elgar’s Cello Concerto was 
widely praised and remains a 
touchstone for other versions. 

At 28 she was diagnosed as 
having multiple sclerosis and 

stopped playing mpaMc. When 
she died, at the age of 42, she 
became an icon in the classical 
music world and beyond Butin 
the book and film her sister Hi- 


by David lister 
Arts News Editor 


lary, a gifted flautist (and orig- 
inally thought to be the musi- 
cal prodigy in the family!, is 
shown as jealous and angry at 
being eclipsed by her sister’s 
fame. 

In turn, she paints Jackie as 
spoilt and manipulative, ragin g 
at those who care for her, and 
emotionally dangerous with 
overt designs on Christopher: 

With the film certain to reach 

a much witter amfieQCe than Hip 

book, one of du Pre’s most cel- 
ebrated friends and admirers is 
about to break his silence on the 
controvers y . 

In the February issue of 
Classic FM Magazine, which 
goes on sale next week, Julian 
Lloyd Webber says: “She was 
the cellist I saw the most as a 
student She left an impression 
of a radiant being who loved 
playing This does not come 
over in Hilary and Piers's 
account My main impression 
... is that there’s a spiteful 
streak in both Hflary and Piers, 
and these revelations are their 
ultimate act of spite and bit- 
terness. It leaves me with a 
very unpleasant taste.” 

He adds: “People have to 
make their own way in life. I 
have a sibling who has been 
extremely successful, and I 
wouldn't entertain doing a book 
of this kind.” 

However the classical music 
broadcaster Henry Kelly 
defends the film, which he has 
seen and describes as “very 
moving” He adds: “Jacqueline 
du Pre may have been selfish, 
rapacious with her sister's bus- 
band and a control freak who 
exploited her own perceived 
vulnerability. 


“It makes her no less an 
artist ... At a time when her 
career should have been blos- 
soming her health deteriorated, 
her husband Daniel Baren- 
boim found a new love and life, 
and fathered a child. 

“Jacqueline’s world gradu- 
ally fell apart What unimagin- 
able sadness this must have 
created within her." 

Barenboim, du Pre’s former 
husband, is refusing to com- 
ment But Andrew Stewart of 
Classic FM Magazine has spo- 
ken to Mends of the Israeli con- 
ductor; and those Mends elaim 
Barenboim is upset by both the 
book and the forthcoming film. 
There is even speculation that 
Barenboim might call on the 
French courts and France's 
tough privacy laws to halt its 
distribution across the Channel. 

Carol Easton, a former du 
Pr6 biographer suggested in 
her 1989 biography of the cel- 
list that Jacqueline’s relatives 
declined to support her as mul- 
tiple sclerosis crippled hec 

Hilary du PrC Harms there 
was a reconciliation with her 
sister But, as she slipped into 
her final coma, Jacqueline du 
Pre chose to be surrounded by 
her Mends, not by her siblings. 

Brother and sister stand to 
make money from the movie 
adaptation, which is directed fay 
Amand Tbcfeer and, with Emily 
Watson, stars James Frain as 
Barenboim, Rachel Griffith as 
Hilary, Charles Dance as their 
father and Celia Imrie as their 
mother. 

Hilary and Jackie has a 
gala charity premiere at the 
Barbican Centre on 20 January. 

One critic who has seen a 
preview of the film says Emily 
Watson portrays du Pre with 
sensuality when she plays the 



The Oscar-nominated actress Emily Watson portraying Jacqueline du Pre In the film “Hilary and Jackie’ 


cello, and is heartbreaking as 
her health fatally declines, 
while James Frain plays 
Barenboim as “a study in 
arrogance and bewilderment". 

Hilary and Jackie marks 
the big-screen debut of Arnand 
Ticker; a documentary maker. 
He says the film is even-hand- 


ed “Hilary and Piers' story 
honestly moved me to the cen- 
tre of my being 

"I bad no idea of the price 
Jackie paid for her talent nor of 
the sacrifice that lay at the 
heart of Hilary's life. 

“It touched something very 
deep in me ... Jackie's music 


has everything; love, hate, sad- 
ness, beauty, wonder: I think you 
belittle her and her music by 
trying to canonise hec by telling 
a Ue about who she really was." 

While Hilary and Jackie 
will cause pain to du Pre’s 
Mends, there is by contrast an 
amusing history to its title. It 


was originally going to be sim- 
ply called Jackie. But American 
distributors foresaw confusion 
with Jackie Kennedy. 

Now some fear that Ameri- 
can audiences might believe 
they are going to see a film 
making comparisons between 
a first lady past and present 


Facts, fiction 
AND FEUDS 

Margaret Helfgort. the 
sister of the pianist David 
immortalised in the film 
Shine derided che biopic 
(below) as an “unforgivable 
distortion" of her brother's 
life. In her book Out of 
Tune, Ms Helfgott claims 
that David's illness was not 
caused by his supposedly 



abusive father, but was a 
form of schizophrenia. 

Novelist and film-maker 
Hanif Kureishi was 
challenged publicly by his 
sister for his portrayal of 
his father in the novel The 
Buddha Of Suburbia, and 
the resulting television 
series (below). Yasmin 
Kureishi wrote to The 
Guardian contradicting 
many of her brother's 
claims about his childhood. 
She wrote: “Does being 



famous mean you can 
rewrite history for even 
more personal gain?" 

The makers of Titanic 
incensed an entire Scottish 
community with their 
portrayal of William 
Murdoch. The liner's First 
Officer was seen shooting a 
passenger who tried to 
fight his way into a lifeboat 
and rhen turning his gun on 
himself. Alasdalr Morgan, 
the SNP MP for Galloway 
and Upper Nithsdale, tabled 
a Parliamentary motion 
calling for an apology and 
Scott Neeson, vice- 
president of 20th Century 
Fox, wenr to Dalbeattie, 
near Dumfries to placate 
Murdoch's relatives. 
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* SkyDigital takes the lead in race for 


RUPERT MURDOCH’S Sky- 
Digital has won the opening 
skirmishes in the long fight to 
become Britain’s dominant dig- 
ital broadcasts; picking up four 
tunes as many users as its 
rival ONdigitaL 

According to the latest fig- 
ures, more than 250,000 British 
homes are now receiving a dig- 
ital signal The satellite broad- 
caster SkyDigital, which 
launched on 2 October says it 
has hit its year-end target of 
200,000 subscribers. 

Its terrestrial counterpart, 


by Rhys Williams 


ONdigital, is refusing to cfiscuss 
figures in public. The company, 
a joint venture between Carlton 
and Granada, win say only that 
hundreds of thousands will be 
watching by the end of 1999. 
However The Independent has 
learnt that, five weeks after 
transmission be ga n , as many 
50,000 homes had bought the 
sendee, a figure said to be in 
line with expectations. 

SkyDigital launched six 
weeks before ONdigitaL Of the 


100,400 customers Sky signed 
up in its first month, 70,000 or 
so were existing satellite sub- 
scribers trading up to digital. 
“The big challenge, not just for 
us, is to get the multi-channel 
virgin,” said SkyDigitaL 
Over its first three months, 
Sky has probably seduced 
about 60,000 multi-channel 
virgins, a figure that makes 
ONdigital’s 50,000 new users - 
gained despite hardware sup- 
ply problems and variable sig- 
nal reception - look highly 
respectable. 


AD you need to watch digital 
terrestrial television is your 
existing aerial and television 
set with £199 for a set-top box 
to decode the signal. The short- 
age of boxes caused ONdigital 
initial problems. At the launch 
weekend, shops held 5,000 
boxes compared with 75, 000 
inquiries. “We suffered as new 
technologies often do." said 
ONdigitaL “That has now been 
addressed.” 

The other factor inhibiting 
ONdigital is that nearly a third 
of households are in areas un- 


able to pick up the signaL That 
will fall to about 10 per cent by 
the end of this year. SkyDigital, 
however, is available across 
the whole country to anyone 
with a satellite dish and the 
appropriate decoder. 

Both platforms offer free to 
air channels such as BBCs 1, 2, 
Choice and News 24, and Chan- 
nels 4 and 5. These are topped 
up with nearly 200 subscription 
channels on SkyDigital and 
about 20 on ONdigital. ITV and 
ITV2. which commanded an 
audience of 730 for its Trevor 


McDonald interview with 
Sarah Ferguson, are exclusive 
to the terrestrial platform. 

Marco Rimini, director of 
development and strategy at 
toe advertising agency J Walter 
Thompson, believes there is 
little else beyond their big bud- 
get promotional campaigns 
that either supplier could be 
doing to sell the service at the 
moment SkyDigital is expect- 
ed to spend £60m on marketing 
before the end of 1999, ON- 
digital £90m. 

“In the short term, the only 


customers 


big difference will come when 
someone gets some killer pro- 
gramming on air Hire football or 
films,” Mr Rimini said. ON- 
cfigjtal has set aside £2 Dm to buy 
in the sort of must-see, event 
programming that did so much 
to drive dish sales for Sky. It has, 
for example, secured Mike 
Tyson’s return to competitive 
boxing this month for £2m. 

Mr Rimini said he expected 
a new generation of television 
sets to include the digital 
decoder box as standard Broad- 
casters could accelerate the 


government decision to switch 
off the old analogue signal by 
heavily subsidising the set-top 
boxes or giving them away. 

The only question left is 
which of digital's three plat- 
forms - cable, satellite and ter- 
restrial - will lead the market 
One City media analyst said: 
“There probably is room in the 
market for multiple platforms. 
Cable operators are enjoying 
reasonable success now and 
they come on stream this year, 
while part of the market will 
never want a dish on the roof." 
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more than 50p. 










On New Year’s Day with BT you can phone whoever you like in the UK, for as long as you like, and you’ll never pay more than 50p for the call. That’s right 
- local and long distance calls. So, go on, pick up the phone and ring in January 1, 1999 in style. This offer is just one more reason for being with BT. 
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Millions greet final 
year of millennium 


millions of revellers took to 
the stress last night as Britain 
celebrated the beginning of the 
final year of the Millennium. 

Edinburgh saw up to 180,000 
party-goers from around the 
world arriving to join the UK’s 
biggest street party as the 
Scots celebrated Hogmanay. 

In London, 100,000 people 
converged on Tfcafelgar Square 
to see in the New Year to the 
dumesofBigBen. 

Revellers everywhere had to 
wait a little longer to celebrate 
the arrival of 1999 - scientists 
have ruled that the last minute 
of 1998 should be 61 seconds 
long to allow the rotation of 
the Earth to catch up with 
today's super-accurate atomic 
clocks. 

Shoppers having stocked up 
massively for the Christmas pe- 
riod, surged to retail centres 
a gain yesterday to make last 
minute purchases. But few peo- 
ple seemed inclined to cook, 
with large numbers of the cap- 


By Sarah Wilson 


Hal's restaurants fully booked. 
At Sir Terence Conran's restau- 
rant, Mezzo, which seats near- 
ly 500 all the tables were booted 
twice. Diners who arrived at 
7pm had to give up their tables 
by 9:15, although they were al- 
lowed to continue their evening 
at the bar. 

The well-organised booked 
taxis well in advance, realising 
that most dfly centres would be 
snarled up well into the early 
hours. And firms were each re- 
porting several hundred book- 
ings in advance. 

In Edinburgh, the former 
GFO building on Princes Street 
was turned into a massive 
warehouse parly. The street 
party and Concert in the Gar- 
dens lasted until 1.30am, with 
free buses taking revellers 
home. 

Revellers in Northern Ireland 
were also taking to the streets 
at press time. In Belfast, what 


is expected to be the city's 
biggest street parly featured two- 
open air concerts by the Saw 
Doctors and Downpatrick band 
Ash, a firework display and a 
funfhir. 

More than 10 , 000 people were 
expected and council chiefc said 
it would be a dry run for theMH- 

lonnhim redp hr arirms - **Iti thefii- 

ture we would like Belfast to be 
even better than Edinburgh at 
New Year, 7 ' said a dty council 
spokesman. 

As the nation wakes up to a 
collective hangover it should 
be weD equipped to cope: sales 
of headache cures soared last 
year with the total bill for over- 
the-counter painkillers coming 
to £267m. 

Cardiff plans to stretch New 
Year over three days, as a pilot 
project for the Millennium cel- 
ebrations. Last night it laid on 
a funfair; a lantern procession, 
New Year resolution trees, live 
bands and a fireworks display. 
Council leader Russell Good- 


way saict “Cardiff is gearing up 
to mark the Millennium with a 
family celebratory event we 
can all participate in and be 
proud of." 

London has assembled more 
than 10,000 performers for the 
capital’s 13th New Year’s Day 
parade. Some 800,000 specta- 
tors lined the streets last year 
to watch the three-hour jam- 
boree Organisers predict there 

could be more than one million 

today if the weather is good. 
Bob Bone the director of the 
parade said it would be “the 
biggest street entertainment to 
take place anywhere at any 
time the of year”. 

“We are serving up a feast of 
family entertainment and the 
interest from around the world 
this year has been immense." 

New York's Thanksgiving 
Parade, organised by Macy’s 
department store, is the- Lon- 
don spectacle's nearest rival 
and featured 5,000 performers 
last November. 




Whatever you’re going through we’ll go through it with you. The Samaritans, 0345 90 90 90, 


Car of missing 
family found 
abandoned 


Jade Geft) Hannah (right), missing for three months 


AN ABANDONED car belonging 
to a couple who vanished with 
their foster children more than 
four months ago has been 
found. 

The first breakthrough in 
the investigation into the dis- 
appearance of Jade and Han- 
nah Bennett and their foster 
parents, Jeff and Jenny B ram- 
ley. came on Wednesday in 
York when a man reported the 
cac which may have been there 
for up to five weeks, to police. 

Cambridgeshire police, who 
have been leading the inquiry, 
said coats belonging to Jade, 
five, and Hannah, three, and 
documents relating to them, 
were found in the car. 

Mr and Mrs Bramley disap- 
peared from their home in 
Ramsey Cambridgeshire, on 14 
September with the two girls 
they had hoped to adopt They 
had been due to meet Cam- 
bridgeshire County Council so- 
cial service officials, who 
planned to take the children 
back from the couple because 
they were unable to provide the 
"special home'’ the girls need- 
ed. Their natural mother put 
Jade and Hannah into care be- 
cause she was unable to look 
after them. 

A nationwide search and 
televised appeal for information 
turned up few leads on the 


BY Cathy Comerpord 

family. The couple are thought 
to have drawn a large stun of 
-money from their bank account 
before vanishing. 

Police were yesterday ap- 
pealing for people near the 
city’s railway station for any in- 
formation about the car or 
sightings of the family. The 
area has a mixture of bed and 
breakfast and residential ac- 
commodation nearby and it is 
believed the family could still be 
in York. 

Detective Sergeant Mark 
Nicholson said: “We will now be 
closely examining the vehicle 
and hope its recovery will give 
us further dues as to where this 
family are now.” 

He said the can reported to 
police at lunchtime on Wednes- 
day, had four new tyres and it 
was suspected that a garage in 
the York area had worked on it 
recently. Officers were also 
checking whether the family 
were caught on closed-circuit 
television cameras. 

Last month a High Court 
judge appealed for public help 
in tracing the family. Mrs Jus- 
tice Hogg said she was con- 
cerned for the safety of the girls 
and worried that their health 
and education needs were not 
being met 


Photography Adam Hinton. 


Tho Samaritans ralios on donations. 


Last year 
thousands of 
people gave up the 
same thing 
for the new year. 


giving up beer and fags. 


many decide simply to 


give up 


One person in Britain dies by suicide 
about every 90 minutes, 75% are men. 

Every 7 seconds someone contacts 
The Samaritans, and every year they 
receive over 1.5 million silent calls. 

The Samaritans know from 45 years 
of experience that just talking to some- 
one who will really listen, can make the 
difference between someone choosing 
life rather than suicide. 

The Samaritans don’t aim to solve 
people’s problems. Often the reason 
someone's in such distress is because 
their problem doesn’t have a “solution’! 


But by talking through a problem people 
begin to discover options they may not 
have realised existed. Many people think 
of suicide because they need the problem 
to go away, that instant, but they don’t 
want to be dead forever. 

The Samaritans will not judge or 
preach, or tell you what to do, but neither 
will they play down the seriousness of 
your situation, and it almost goes without 
saying that anything you say is in absolute 
confidence. 

So this New Year, whatever you’re 
going through, we’If go through it with you. 


“Merry Christmas and a prosperous 
New Year to you." 

Most people will rip open their 
cards and this message will drift across 
their minds without causing a ripple of 
worry. To others, facing the new year is 
like standing in the path of a thundering 
tidal wave of problems. 

A stressful Christmas period can 
be the straw that breaks the camels back, 
where everyone seems happy except 
you. Or it can be a time of reflection, the 
calm before the storm. 

Having only just survived the last 
year some feel drained of the will or 
energy to do battle with another year. 

So while others are joining gyms. 


IN BRIEF 

Firms urged to reveal green policy 

JONATHON PORRITT wants the Government to force - 
firms to remove the secrecy surrounding their green 
credentials. The former leader of Friends of the Earth •- 
said firms should be bound by law to describe their 
environmental policies and say which board members 
were responsible for green issues in their annua] reports. 

Ahern hails 'wonderful year 9 

THE prime Minister of Ireland, Bertie Ahem, looked 
back last night on “a wonderful year” for his country. In a 
New Year message, he highlighted the breakthrough of 
the Good Friday Agreement “But it has also been a year 
of great sadness and tragedy with the horror of the 
Omagh bombing shattering so many family lives," he said. 

Potholer dies trapped in rocks 

RESCUERS recovered the body of a 45-year-old 
potholer from Gwent yesterday who died trapped 50ft 
underground in a south Wales. The operation took caving 
volunteers and police divers 17 hours to complete, in 
difficult conditions. Peter Fowler was found dead, wedged 
in rocks, in a cave complex near Merthyr Tydfil 

Pill to regulate drug dosage 

SCIENTISTS HAVE developed a genetic “dimmer switch" 
that enables the botjy to vary the amount of a therapeutic 
drug circulating in the bloodstream. The switch can be 
turned up or down by swallowing a pill to tell the body to 
make more or less of the genetically engineered medicine. 

Thumbs down for novelty ties 

MEN WHO wear Mickey Mouse or Wallace and Gromit ties 
are seen as “immature", according to a survey of 300 
businesswomen. The poll said women found a bad tie the 
most irritating factor of their male colleagues’ appearance. 
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Survivors tell 
of 16 hours 
buried alive 


A YOUNG couple who survived 
Scotland's worst avalanche ac- 
cident this century described 
yesterday how they managed to 
stay alive entombed for 16 
hours in snow. 

The couple and mo untain 
guide Roger Md were the 
lucky survivors of an avalanche 
on 4,000ft Aonach Mor; near 
Port William, on Tuesday 
morning. 

Sarah Finch, a 25-y ear-old 
embryologist, said she shouted 
all night but was buried so 
deep that even as rescuers 
were digging her out they could 
not hear her cries. 

The avalanche knocked 
them off their feet and then cov- 
ered them. “From what I can 
remember; I think I tried to 
stand up, but couldn’t," said Ms 
Finch. Her boyfriend, Steven 
Newton, 24, said he survived by 
thrashing around until he man- 
aged to enlarge a breathing 
space and slowly free his arms. 

Four other members of the 
party perished beneath the 
snow. The- group of Venture 
Scout leaders from Kent were 
on a winter skills course run fay 
Mr Md, one of the most expe- 
rienced guides in Scotland, 
when they were caught in the 
very trap they were learning to 
avoid. 

In the first direct account of 
their ordeal Ms Finch and Mr 
Newton issued a joint statement 
from them: hospital beds. Ms 
Finch said: “My friend (Emma 
Ray 29, one of the dead) booked 
the holiday and we aze quite 
keen on lull walking, so we de- 
cided that while we were in 
Scotland we would do a winter 
mountaineering course, basi- 
cally because we (fid not have 
the experience necessary to 
go upon our own. She booked 
us up on a mountaineering 
course that was supposed to last 
two days and we met Roger 
Md on Tuesday morning at the 


By Stephen Goodwin 
Scotland Correspondent 

Nevis range [ski resort). This 
was about 730/7.45am. 

“Mr Wfld introduced himself 
and we took the gondola up with 
the staff, up to the top, and he 
gave us a briefing and we were 
also issued with safety hel- 
mets, ice axes and crampons. 
He explained that it would be 
about a three-quarters-of-an- 
hour walk to get to the place 
where we would be doing the 
ice axe work. Before we start- 
ed oft he made us put all our 
waterproofs on and made sure 
that we were kitted out, which 
we were, with all the stuff on the 
kit list 

“After about an hour or so of 
walking, because it was quite 
windy we got to the place where 
we could start the ice axing, so 
Roger asked us to put the hel- 
mets on, which we all did. Wfe 
put our rucksacks down in a big 
pile. Our ice axes were stuck in 
the ground. He asked us just to 
stand in a group and chat 
amongst ourselves for a while, 
as he was just going a little bit 
higher up to check out if he was 
going to find somewhere for us 
to do the ice axe work. 

“He took a couple of paces 
away from us, and I was facing 
m the direction of where be was 
walking, and the snow just came 
from just behind us really” 

Mr Newton said: “It just 
came towards us but we 
couldn’t move. We were just 
stuck in the way. We didn’t 
have time to get out of the way.” 

Ms Finch said: “It just 
knocked us off our feet and 
then, in what seemed to be a 
second wave of snow, covered 
our heads and then, from what 
I can remember; I think I tried 
to stand up, but couldn’t 

“I don’t know whether I 
blacked out before that and 
tried to stand up once it was 


Hostages fly 
home as FO 
sees envoy 


BRITISH HOSTAGES in Yemen 
who survived a bloody gun bat- 
tle which left four dead are ex- 
pected to fly home today. 

They return amid a growing 
diplomatic dash over a bunded 
rescue operation by Yemeni 
troops. Yesterday, the Ye meni 
ambassador in London was 
summoned to the fhreign Of- 
fice to be told of the Britain’s 
dissatisfaction with the way 
the situation was handJed- 

Some survivors of the kidnap 
crisis have said that it was the 
Yemeni security farces which 
started the firefight in which 
three Britons -Dr Peter Rowe, 
60, Ruth Mfiamson, 34, and 
Margaret Whitehouse, 52- and 
an Australian, Andrew Thirsk, 
were killed. The rescue at- 
tempt by the Yemeni govem- 



Lanrence Whitehouse: 
“Flattened’ kidnapper 

ment was carried out despite 

repeated requests from Britain 

for all peaceful methods tobe 
used to free the 16 Western 
tourists abducted at gunpoint 
by fundame ntalists. 

yesterday’s Foreign Office 
meeting followed a brief meet- 
ing between Vic Anderson, the 
British ambassador in Sanaa, 
and the Yemeni foreign and in- 
terior ministers. 


By Frank Gardner 

AND KIM SENGUPTA 

of been TWo women injured in 
the rescue bid - one British, one 
Australian - have undergone 
emergency surgery. 

Eric Firkins, a primary 
school teacher from Croydon, 
south London, said: The army 
started it, without a doubt” 

The survivors say mortar 
fire was echoing round the 
black volcanic hiDs of southern 
Yemen as the shoot-out took 
place, and machine-gun fire 
blazed right above their heads. 

“Our kidnappers had very- 
poor tactics,” said 64-year-old 
David Holmes, a former na- 
tional serviceman, from Grims- 
by. “They withdrew from the 
higher ground to take up posi- 
tions in the valley. They didn't 
seen to know what they were 
doing It was like they were 
playing a game.” 

In the thick of the battle, 
Laurence Whitehouse, a 54- 
year-old teacher from Fara- 
borough, watched his wife, 
Margaret, go to the aid of an 
Australian man who had been 

shot in the gram. “She was shot 
in the ankle,” he recounts “and 
then she was shot in the head 
and died instantly.” 

One of Mr WMtehouse’s cap- 
tors then grabbed his wrist, 
waving a pistol, and tried to 
make him go with him, away 
from the Tfememtowps, But Mr 
Whitehouse felt that he had 
nothing to lose after the death 
ofhisu^ He grabbed his kid- 
napper's arm. The man's pistol 
wait off, be said, “and put two 
holes in my shirt but missed 
me. Then I flattened him”. 

Another hostage, Mary 
Qiunn, escaped from her cap- 
tor by kicking him in the face 
after he stumbled on rocks. 

The kidnappers told the 


ft 1 - w v— -r • t 

said: “We are continuing to 
press for a full account” 
yfesterday, the freed holi- 
daymakers recovered m a 

ury hotel in the Yemeni port of 
Aden and calmly recounted 
their experiences over bottles 


the release of their leaden who 
had been arrested in a recent 
government dampdown on the 
group’s militant activities. 

A little-known- guerrilla 
group, the Aden Afeyan Islam- 
ic Army has claimed responsi- 
bility for the abductions. 


around me, because it was soft 
snow to start with. The next 
thing I remember is being 

trapped in almost a block of ice, 
with just a small little space 
around which rd dug out to 
breathe.” 

Mr Newton said: “I was 
much the same really, I must 
have blacked out because I 
don’t remember I remember 
waking up and not being able 
to move any of my limbs, pan- 
icking because I am claustro- 
phobic, got snow all around 
me and in a tiny space. I just 
thrashed my head around and 
managed to enlarge the space, 
and throughout the night I 
slowly managed to get one arm 
out and then the other arm out 

“I found an ice axe laid 
across me in the snow, which I 
used to try and (fig my way out 
Towards the end of the night or 
before we were found, I man- 
aged to get a hole to the surface 
and tried to drag myself out, but 
my feet were just trapped. I 
couldn’t get my feet loose at all. 
A bit later I beard voices shout- 
ing and that’s when the rescue 
team came. 

“I tried shouting during quite 
a bit of the night and I did hear 
a female voice sort of early on 
in the evening. I couldn't deride 



Sarah Finch and Steven Newton, who were buried for 16 hoars. T thrashed around and managed to enlarge the space,’ Mr Newton said 


if it was Sarah or not I kept 
shouting out to Sarah, but I 
couldrft really hear any reply to- 
wards the end of the night” 
Ms Finch said: “As fer as I 
can remember, I was shouting 
all night, but the rescue team 
said I was so deep that even 
when they were digging me out 
they couldnt hear me shouting; 


so all that had been in vain, but 
I felt good. 1 heard somebody 
shouting I didn't know who it 
was, but now I know it was 
Steve. I heard Roger shouting 
right at the very end when the 
rescue team were digging us 
out, but I didn’t hear anything 
from any of the others there ” 
Mr Newton, describing his 


emotions on being rescued, 
continued: “I was so over- 
whelmed at getting out, not 
knowing if there would be an- 
other wave of snow coming 
down while I was trapped in 
there. It was so frustrating at 
the time as I had dug my. way 
to the sur&oe and just could not 
get out to start digging for 


other people. I just had to lay 
there and wait." 

Before he managpri to dig to 
the surface, Mr Newton’s head 
was about three feet below tbe 
snow and his legs perhaps six 
feet down. 

The couple expect to be dis- 
charged from Beffbrd Hospital, 
Fort William, today after treat- 


ment for sprains, bruises and 
mild hypothermia. 

As ted if he planned winter 
mountaineering again, Mr 
Newton replied: “Not for a 
while, I don’t think. It will take 
quite a while to come to terms 
with what has happened; the 
loss of our good friends. Wfe just 
want to get home." 
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KITCHEN CABINETS 


OPEN TODAY 

NEW YEAR S DAY 10am-6pm 

SCOTTISH STORES CLOSED 
NEW YEAR'S DAY 

SAT Sam-Spm SUN Ham-5pm 
MON ?0am-8pm I 


fuss: 
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We need 
big ideas 
now, say 
Tories 


A NEW right-wing think-tank 
may be set up to help the Con- 
servative Parly carve out a 
much-needed policy agenda to 
boost its prospects of regaining 
power 

William Hague is said to be 
“pretty fed up” with existing 
right-wing groups, such as the 
Centre for Policy Studies (CPS) 
and the Adam Smith Institute, 
which he feels have been slow 
to produce fresh policy ideas. 

“The Tory party is intellec- 
tually dead," one senior party 
figure told The Independent 
“There is little or no new dunk- 
ing going on. Better presenta- 
tion, new colours and logos are 
important, but the party's 
appeal must be based on sub- 
stance, not style." 

Senior Tories are under- 
stood to have held preliminary 
talks about setting up a think- 
tank, and discussed how such 
a body could be fended. 


By Andrew Grice 
P olitical Editor 

Supporters of the plan recall 
that groups such as the CPS, 
founded by Sir Keith Joseph 
and Margaret Thatcher in 1974, 
became the “engine room" of 
the Thatcher revolution by 
defining the free-market agen- 
da she introduced after the 
1979 election. Privately, some 
Tories believe the right-wing 
think-tanks have been out- 
flanked by groups close to New 
Labour, such as the Demos 
organisation, winch paved the 
way for the Government's 
“rebranding of Britain" 

Ur Hague showed his 
determination to iqject some 

frpsh thinking mtn his party yes- 

terday when he promised that 
outside experts would playabig 
role in a wholesale policy 
review to be carried out during 
the next nine months. 


THINK-TANKS THAT HAVE NURTURED SOME OF THE CONSERVATIVE LEADERSHIP S BEST - AND WORST - POLICIES 
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1989 by supporters of 
SDP’s David Owen; with 
David Sainsbur/s cash; 

1 Danny Hnkelstdn (above; 
- now Tory policy chief), 

: Baron Skidelsky head iL 


A 1 977 by Dr Madsen Pirie 
£ (above) and Eamonn 
v Butler, who scill run it 


Ci In 1 974 by Margaret In 1 980 by Dr Digby 

[^Thatcher (above) and Sir ^Anderson, as an offshoot 
§? Keith Joseph of the Institute of 

2 y. Economic Affairs 










Advocate the merits of a r; To promote free-market 
social market economy £ thinking - 


r~ To [convert the Conserva- 
ii- tive Party to free-market . V- 
J.r. ideas 7 : -v'.“ v! 




Achievements 


Barmiest idea 


To provide, the social ^ 
equivalent of its . 

" parent's free-market - 

thinking 

L Has kept close watch on 

i development cf a “nanny 
: : state”; forced Tony Blair 

ii to warn ministers not to 
; create one 

: Tots up cost of demands c r So opposed to state ■■ - ^ Joseph, in CPS-crafted vHl 996 guide for parents 
for extra state cash for.: interference It produced 74 'speech, split Tories, wanting to prevent their 

almost everything made. ,J_ a guide to regulations ji?' saying Jobless should go children getting a 
by people on R4*s Today. r N for posing nude - ' v up to control inflation. , “trendy lefty" education 


^ In 1 995 by Dr Sheila ft In 1 957 by Arthur Seldon ^ 

'/■ Lawlor (above), ^ and Ralph Harris (above; 2 

;i’- previously deputy ^.now Lord Harris of High 

director of the Centre for S Cross) v? 

: : Policy Studies S £ 

TS i 

Strong right-wing moral- To expound the ideas of J 
ist agenda: . ' ¥ free-market economics £ 

r desire for a smaller , v 

L: State / ' !> ' :• / • ; . 


ii 


Has influenced welfare 
: and education debate. 
Lured David Willetts MP 
away from the Centre for 
Policy Studies 


f-- Before it was fashionable. 
fi advocated privatisation. 

Influenced Thatcher and 
•L Major governments; has 
since praised Tony Blair. 


Ideas ‘engine room’ that 
drove Thatcher from '79. 
/v. Claims credit for privati- 
L-- sation. trade union re- 
form. Ran out of steam. 


Influenced Conservative 
education policy. Critics 
i say it has made little im- 
; pact, especially since 
1 997 election 










Off the 
planet rating 




★ * 


★★★★★ 


: Says state should fund 
education, but nac.bo.th- 
er with curriculum.or , 
pupil assessment 

★★★ 


Challenged conventional £ 
K 60s. 70s economic ideas. 
i.: Had profound influence :-V 
on monetarist thinking In 
>> Thatcher governments, -j 

Lord Harris wasispotted M 
.^smoking on a train to > 
ft support those outraged j) 
by no-smokfng pojlcy ! ’£ 

£ ★ ★ ★ ★ ‘ i 




In his New Year message to 
Tory constituency chairmen, 
Mr Hague put the search for 
new policies at the top of his 
agenda, calling for 1999 to be a 
“year of ideas". He announced 
that he would soon be asking 
his Shadow Cabinet to set up 


new policy groups on a wide 
range of issues. Mr Hague 
warned his party that it could 
not rely on mistakes by Labour 
and the Liberal Democrats to 
propel it back to power. “We 
need to develop a fresh, positive 
and compassionate Conserva- 


tive agenda tor the next centu- 
ry. That means a thorough 
overhaul of all our policies.” 

He said: “Each time our 
great party has been in oppo- 
sition, we have turned misfor- 
tune to our advantage and 
developed the new thinking 


that has taken a new generation 
of Conservatives back into gov- 
ernment Now it falls to us to 
begin that process again.” 

The MPs, Tory activists and 
independent experts who will 
serve on the policy groups will 
analyse the results of the “Lis- 


tening to Britain” consultation 
exercise launched after the 
catastrophic 1997 election. 

They will then identity prob- 
lems, nrunmissann research and 
draw up policy papers, before 
the party publishes an “Agen- 
da for Britain" document later 


this year. Last month Mr 
Hague strengthened the 
Tories' policy-making machin- 
ery by moving Daniel Fmkel- 
stein from his current post as 
director of the Conservative 
Research Department to head 
a new policy unit 


Which would 
you prefer? 



digital 


on 


You could spend £1,149*98* on a Hitachi 78cm Dolby Pro-Logic 
Widescreen TV and digital package and be stuck with it. 




on 


Or you could rent for £34-32* a month at Granada and 
upgrade to an integrated digital TV in two years time 

for no extra charge. 

"Subject to subscribing to ONdigital for 12 mouths from £7-99 per mouth plus a one-off £20 comectiou fee. 


digital 


To order, call free on WBftO 28 II 89 Lines open 
Tues-Thurs 8am-8pn ( Sit 8am -6p.m or visit your local shop 
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GRANADA 

We make it easier for you to have 
the things you want. 
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Strokes in women 
linked to migraine 


YOUNG WOMEN with a history 
of migraine are at hi gher risk 
of suffering a stroke during 
(heir child-bearing years, es- 
pecially if they smoke and take 
the contraceptive pill, accord- 
ing to an international study. 

OreraQ, die risk of a stroke is 
78 per cent higher in women 
who have migraines. The 
chances of an ischaemic stroke 
-one caused by a blockage of a 
blood vessel in the brain - are 
three and a half times higher in 
women who have migraines; 
and if they use a high-dose con- 
traceptive pill and smote, it is 
over 34 times higher There was 
also an increased risk in women 
with high blood pressure. 

Stroke is relatively uncom- 
mon in women under 45. but 
scientists from Imperial Collie 
School of Medicine and the 
Radcliffe Infirmary in Oxford 
say the size of the increased 
risk is “worrisome”. The risks 


By Jeremy Laurance 
H ealth Editor 


of a haemorrhage stroke, one 
caused by a burst blood vessel 
in the brain, were unaffected fay 
a history of migraine. 

Dr Ununie Chang, of the 
cardiovascular studies unit at 
Imperial College, wbo led the re- 
search published in the British 
Medical Journal, wrote: “The 
data presented here suggest 
that women who have migraine 
should be advised strongly not 
to smoke and that their blood 
pressure should be carefully 
monitored and controlled.” 

The study, conducted in five 
European countries, examined 
291 women aged 20 to 44 who 
had suffered a stroke. One- 
quarter had a history of 
migraine and a further quarter 
had a family history of the con- 
dition, a factor that also in- 
creased the risk of a stroke, 


although they were not per- 
sonally affected. 

The researchers found that 
up to 40 per cent of the strokes 
developed from a migraine at- 
tack. More than two-thirds of 
women with a history of mi- 
graine said they had bad a 
headache in the three days be- 
fore the stroke, compared with 
one-quarter of those with no 
history of migraine. However in 
some, the headache stopped be- 
fore the symptoms of ischaemic 
stroke appeared. 

Smoking and the contra- 
ceptive pQl are both known to 
increase the risk of blood clots 
forming which, if they become 
lodged in the smafl arteries sup- 
plying blood to the brain, can 
cause a stroke. Fbr women tak- 
ing the contraceptive pill, a 
change in the type or frequen- 
cy of migraine associated with 
it appeared to make no differ- 
ence to the risk. 


Schools face millennium 
bug meltdown, says union 


SCHOOLS FACE chaos because 
local authorities have failed to 
check systems for the millen- 
nium bug, a survey published 
today suggests. 

Teachers could go unpaid, 
pupils' records lost and school 
budgets frozen because of 
council computer breakdown, 
the National Union of Teachers 
warns. 

A snapshot survey of 16 local 
authorities found only seven 
had tested to ensure that school 
computer systems would op- 
erate in 2000. Another five could 
give no assurances that their 
central computers would work. 

Local government leaders 


BY BEN RUSSELL 
Education Correspondent 

dismissed the claims, however 
saying that Audit Commission 
surveys had found that councils 
were making progress towards 
solving likely problems. 

Schools are heavity reliant on 
computers to manage their 
budgets and affairs and in- 
creasingly use sophisticated 
systems to monitor results and 
even keep track of registers and 
attendance at each class. 

Doug McAvoy, NUT general 
secretary, warned that vandals 
and thieves could have an open 
day in up to a thirdofscbools 


because security systems are 
linked to local authority com- 
puters. “Too often local au- 
thorities said they were 
planning to or considering the 
possibility of doing something; 
but not a lot" he said. “With just 
one year to go to the year 2000, 
pla nn i n g... should be over and 
have been replaced by action" 
A spokesman for the Local 
Government Association said 
that year 2000 problems were 
concentrated in small coun- 
cils. Local education authorities 
were making good progress, he 
said, but schools also had a re- 
sponsibility to make sure their 
systems were protected. 


Notice to existing Barclays 
mortgage customers 

Variable mortgage rates will change as follows: 



Old Rate 

New Rare 

Barclays Mortgage Rate 

Imeraicfurznt nwruAin. 

8.20% 

7.70% 
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Barclays 

Home Mortgage Rate 
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S.20% 

7.70% 
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4ih January 


If you law any queries concerning this mortgage raw change cjU 0800 000 939 
between 8.00am and 8.00pm, Monday to Friday, or between l O.OOam and -1.00pm on Saturdays 
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Public Records 1968: As unrest swept Europe, Tony Benn confronted CND and Harold Wilson put troops on stand-by 

‘Danny the Red’ targeted Wilson 


HAROLD WILSON’S govern- 
ment became obsessed with se- 
cunly when an international 
wave of student protest in 1968 
saw students and agitators tar- 
geting government figures and 
buildings. 

It was a year of intense stu- 
dent unrest throughout the 
world. In Paris, strikers joined 
students to man barricades in 
the streets in May. A huge, vi- 
olent demonstration against 
the Vietnam War took place 
outside the US embassy in 
Grosvenor Square, London, in 
October. 

The Prime Minister’s secu- 
rity files for 1968. some of which 
are released today, reveal tip- 
offs from members of the pub- 
lic of disruption by students of 
events attended by the Prime 
Minister. In June, Mr Wilson re- 
ceived a confidential letter from 
a senior member of staff at an 
English language school in 
London, warning him of a plan, 
organised by the German stu- 
dent leader “Danny the Red” 
Cohn-Rendit, to “wreck" an 
appearance by the Prime Min- 
ister at a university award cer- 
emony. The letter revealed: 
“Two French students attend- 
ing this school - both from the 
Sorbonne university and of 
good family and prospects - in- 
form me that you are to preside 
at some ceremony at Bradford 


By nice Schoon and 
faulLashmar 

University sometime next 
month. It would appear that the 
gangster ‘Danny the Red* has 
given instructions that the cer- 
emony should be wrecked.” 

The letter was handed over 
to Special Branch and, amid 
special security precautions, 
Mr Wilson presented an hon- 
orary degree at Bradford to M 
Roche, reader at the Sorbonne. 

Shortly before, Tony Benn 
found himself confronting the 
Campaign for Nuclear Disar- 
mament (CND) during 1968, 
ready to oppose it “with what- 
ever force was necessary" to 
stop protesters penetrating 
Britain’s nuclear weapons fac- 
tory. But Mr Wilson doubted 
that he was up to the job. Mr 
Benn - who has supported the 
campaign for most of the years 
since then - was the Minister 
of Technology in a Labour Cab- 
inet at the time. His department 
oversaw the development of 
nuclear energy for war and 
peace. 

Between these two events, 
the Cabinet gave urgent con- 
sideration to what might hap- 
pen during CND's traditional 
Good Friday march from Lon- 
don to the Royal Ordnance 
Factory at Burghfield, Berk- 
shire, and the nearby Atomic 




Anti-war rioting at Grosvenor Square, London, in 1968; and ‘Danny the Red’ (top), wbose name was passed to the Special Branch 


Weapons Research Establish- 
ment (AWRE) at Alderraaston. 

Mr Benn told the Cabinet 
preparations had been made to 
resist any protest invasion at 
Burghfield, where Polaris nu- 
clear missile warheads were 


Cabinet ‘played it 
cool’ over Powell 


By Paul lashmar 

immigration WAS the most in- 
flammatory domestic issue of 
1968, with the Labour Govern- 
ment terrified it would lead to 
violence and unrest 

In February, Harold Wilson 
rushed through controversial 
legislation to stop immigration 
by UK passport holders in East 
Africa. Then in April came the 
Tory politician Enoch Powell’s 
“Rivers of Blood" speech, dis- 
owned even by his own party 
leader; Edward Heath. 

Documents released today 
show that -the prime minister 
was anxious to “play it cool” 
over the decision not to prose- 
cute Mr Powell for indtemenL 
His speech to West Midlands 
Conservatives provoked out- 
rage with its inflammatory ref- 
erences to immigration being 
like a nation “heaping up its 
own funeral pyre”. 

The address came ata time 
of growing sensitivity to racial 
issues as Asian immigrants 
fled East Africa. He warned of 
the “national danger", adding 
the infamous lines: “As I look 
ahead 1 am filled with forebod- 
ing. Like the Roman. I seem to 
see ‘the river Tiber foaming 
with much blood'.” 



Enoch Powell: Speech was 
widely branded as racist ' 

Within three days the deci- 
sion had been taken not to 
prosecute Mr Powell under the 
1965 Race Relations Act 

The mood of the British peo- 
ple was one of mounting oppo- 
sition to immigration, one that 
the Wilson government felt im- 
pelled to take on board. 

Documents show that the 
decision to rush through legis- 
lation to cut back on the num- 
bers of immigrants caused a 
serious cabinet row. 

Proposals for the legislation 
were introduced by James 
Callaghan, who was then the 


home secretary, at a cabinet 
meeting on 15 February. He 
said the change was needed to 
deal with four immigration 
problems. The first to crack 
down on the clandestine entry 
of illegal immigrants; the sec- 
ond to stop the entry of children 
under the age of 16 to single 
parents; and the third to require 
immigrants to undertake 
health checks. 

But it was the fourth item 
that has remained a blot on the 
history of the Wilson govern- 
ment This proposed legislation 
to cease the right of foreign- 
barn Commonwealth citizens to 
have automatic right of entry to 
Britain. . 

A cabinet debate then fol- 
krwedm which the strongest op- 
ponent was George Thomson. 
Mr Wilson summed up the de- 
bate by saying he felt the cab- 
inet was not ready to make a 
decision, but a decision would 
have to be taken a week later. 

However; by the time of the 
next cabinet meeting, Mr Wil- 
son was taking a much harder 
line and dearly a great deal of 
behind-the-scenes political 
pressure had been brought on 
his ministers. The B31 was 
passed the next day and given 
rpyal assent inside a week. 


PM prepared plan to 
hand over Falklands 


HAROLD WILSON'S Labour 
government considered a 10 - 
year “transitional period” to 
pave the way for transferring 
sovereignty of the F alkl a n d 
Tsfanris to Argentina, according 
to documents made public for 
the first time today. 

Official papers released to 
the Public Record Office under 
the 30-year rule show that the 
Foreign Office was anxious to 
convince the islanders of the 
benefits of a transfer of sover- 
eignty. However; talks with 
Buenos Aires foundered on the 
entrenched opposition of the 
islanders, who were deter- 
mined to resist any change in 
their status. 

The talks, opened in January 
1966, were treated with deep 
suspicion by the islanders. 

In 1968, four members of 


the Islands' Council issued a 
public warning that they could 
be handed over “at any 
moment” to Argentina. 

In February 1968 the islands’ 
governor, Sir Cosmo Heskard, 
flew to London to seek reas- 
surances from ministers about 
the direction the negotiations 
were taking. When he met the 
foreign secretary, George 
Brown, the depth of the 
islanders’ hostility apparently 
took Brown by surprise. 

“Mr Brown said he was 
exceedingly angry at the situ- 
ation which had developed over 
the handling of the Falkland 
Islands' dispute with the 
Argentines,” the minutes of 
the meeting noted. 

“He could not understand 
why he had not been told before 
by the Commonwealth Office, 


that, in the Governor’s opinion, 
we were going too fan" 

Sir Cosmo returned to the 
Falklands to reassure the 
islanders that those in author- 
ity in Britain were now “fully 
informed” of their feelings. 

However; a senior Fbreign 
Office official, John Beith, 
warned that by making dear 
that the Government would 
not move without the islanders’ 
consent they had reduced the 
chances of a successful out- 
come to the negotiations. 

“It is hardly consistent with 
our polity of trying to persuade 
the Falkland Islanders to see 
the advantages of an early 
transfer to make so abundantly 
dear that we would not and 
cannot move without them,” he 
noted in a memorandum to 
Brown's private office. 


Rage over civil 
servant’s fun 

RICHARD CROSSMAN, the 
crusty Lord President in Wil- 
son’s government, nearly 
choked with rage when he 
saw a photograph of Sir Paul 
Gore-Booth, the head of the 
Foreign Office, in his DoUy 
Telegraph on i May 1968. 

Sir Paul and his wife were 
dressed as Sherlock Holmes 
and Irene Adler. They were 
pictured at the airport with 
the Sherlock Holmes Society. 

Mr Crossman condemned 
Sir Paul's “antics" at a meet- 
ing in Downing Street The 
dismissive reply to hiscom- 
pfoint angered him further 


Royals offer to 
scrap yacht 

THE YEAR began with the 
Queen offering to dispense 
with the royal yacht Britan- 
nia as a cost-cutting gesture 
in light of the poor shape of 
the economy. Britannia was 
estimated to cost £550,000 a 
year to operate. 

The Drfence Secretary de- 
rided against scrapping the 
yacht The Prime Minister's 
office took two months to 
reply to the Queen, who be- 
came anxious that the public 
be told heroffec Astatement 
about the offer was issued. 

The yacht was to continue 
in its role for SO years. 


Some changes 
‘too modern’ 

PLANS BY Michael Ramsey, 
who was Archbishop of Can- 
terbury, to modernise Re- 
membrance Sunday were 
vetoed by the Queen. 

A file shows the Church of 
Eng land proposed a radical- 
ly reformed day. It wanted to 
remove references to war, 
make it more “youth friend- 
ly” and even considered mov- 
ing it from November 

However a letter by the 
Home Secretary said: “As it 
was felt the Queen's views 
would be shared hy many... 
the time for a change is not 
yet opportune." 


manufactured His permanent 
secretary had already sent a 
note to 10 Downing Street, 
saying all the conventional ex- 
plosives and fissile (radioactive) 
materials used to make the 
weapons were being moved 


into the maximum-security 
magazines and bunkers in the 
factory’s fortified core. 

Any protesters who man- 
aged to penetrate the perime- 
ter and outer defences would be 
blasted by firemen's hoses and 


have police dogs set on them. 

But the Prime Minister was 
unconvinced, and urgent talks 
were held between ministers on 
the day before the 22 April 
march, both within Cabinet 
and outside it With three forces 


involved - the AWRE’s, the 
Ministry of Defence’s force and 
the civilian, Thames Valley 
force - he complained to Cab- 
inet that the ultimate respon- 
sibility for controlling any 
attempted invasion by protest- 


ers was unclear He ordered his 
Home Secretary, James 
Callaghan, to meet Mr Benn 
and the Defence Secretary, 
Denis Healey. He insisted mil- 
itary helicopters should be put 
on stand-by to ferry in extra po- 
lice and even troops if needed. 

Mr Callaghan warned the 
Cabinet that extreme left-wing 
foreign students, especially 
West Germans, were likely to 
infiltrate the march, intent on 
provoking confrontation. 

He blamed them for the 
“new and more violent tac- 
tics", seen at the Grosvenor 
Square demonstration. In the 
end, the march was more heav- 
ily policed than ever before 
and there was little disorder 
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Militants 
close US 
embassy 
in Israel 


the independent ^ 

Friday i J angary 1999 



THE UNITED STATES embassy 
in Tel Aviv was closed yester- 
day after Islamic militants 
threatened to blow it up in re- 
venge for the recent allied 
bombing of Iraq. 

An embassy spokesman, 
Larry Schwartz, said they had 
received a “direct and credible” 
threat by telephone on Wednes- 
day night The US ambassador 
to Israel, Ned Walker, re- 
sponded by instructing his staff 
to stay at home for the day. 

Mr Walker a career diplomat 
took up his post a year ago. He 
is a Middle East specialist who 
served previously as ambas- 
sador to Egypt He was in Abu 
Dhabi during the 1991 Gulf War 

Callers at the embassy on 
Hayarkon Street, a grim con- 
crete fortress of a building over- 
looking the Tel Aviv beach, were 
advised that it would reopen 
next week. 

Mr Schwartz described the 
closure as a “normal and prac- 
tical step" of the kind adopted 
after the bombing of US em- 
bassies in Nairobi, the Kenyan 
capital, and in Dar-es-Salaam, 
Tanzania, on 7 August 

The threat was taken par- 
ticularly seriously because of 
what he termed “the general 
rise in regional tensions in the 
past month or so", a reference 
to the confrontation between 
the US and Britain with the 
Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein. 

The spokesman denied an 
Israeli radio report that the 
caller had threatened to as- 
sassinate the ambassador or 
members of his staff. 

Israeli police were on duty as 
usual, but a spokeswoman said 
they had not been reinforced. 
Hayarkon Street, a narrow, con- 


by Eric Silver 
in Jerusalem 

gested road, remained open to 
traffic but police sappers were 
checking vehicles in the em- 
bassy car park. 

As of last night, Israeli police 
were not involved in hunting the 
would-be bombers. The only as- 
sistance requested by the 
Americans was to try to trace 
die threatening phone calL The 
CIA, through its station chief in 
Tel Aviv, has close working 
links with the Palestinian and 
Israeli security services. 

US embassies have been on 
alert since the East African 
bombing, which killed 224 peo- 
ple, including 12 Americans. 
Washington blamed them on 
the fugitive Saudi Arabian mil- 
lionaire, Osama bin Laden. 

As tensions rose in the Gulf 
in early December, the State 
Department ordered 40 US em- 
bassies in Africa to close. Diplo- 
mats' families and non- 
essential embassy staff were 
called home from Israel and 
Kuwait, potential targets for re- 
taliatory missile strikes. The US 
and Britain advised their citi- 
zens to stay away. 

Meanwhile in Baghdad, 
Iraq's ambassador to the UN, 
Nizar Hamdoon, said Iraq will 
continue to attack US and 
British aircraft enforcing no-fly 
zones in the north and south of 
the country. In a statement 
broadcast on CNN, Mr Ham- 
doon said: “We will continue [to 
carry out attacks] until the US 
and the UK decide to pull out" 
In spite of the threat US planes 
conducted routine patrols yes- 
terday in the southern and 
northern no-fly zones. 
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The three denominations controlling the Church of the Holy Sepulchre are fighting over where its new door should go Rick BowmerlAP 

No way out in Jerusalem church row 


ISRAEL, WHICH has invested 
S500m over the past four years 
to welcome four milli on pil- 
grims expected for the millen- 
nium, is caught in the crossfire 
of a centuries -old conflict for 
control of Jerusalem's Church 
of the Holy Sepulchre, the most 
sacred site in Christendom. 

Every pilgrim wfll want to 
venerate the place where Jesus 
is said to have been crucified and 
entombed. The trouble is that the 
church, rebuilt by the Crusaders 
900 years ago on Byzantine 
ruins, has only one door 

That is adequate in a normal 
year, when there are about 
700,000 visitors and the church 
is open eight hours a day. But 
with five times that number: it 
is a prescription for disaster At 
Easter in 1840, 500 pilgrims 
died in a stampede when the 
church caught fire during the 
Greek holy fire ceremony. 


by eric Silver 

“Ybu can't open a cinema 
without at least two doors,” 
Uri Mon director of the Chris- 
tian communities department 
in the Religious Affairs Ministry 
said. So the Israelis are propos- 
ing to open a second door; en- 
abling pilgrims to go in one end 
and out the other 

Hie three denominations 
sharing control under a fragile 
“status quo" dating back to the 
1850s -the Greek Orthodox, the 

Armenians and the Catholics - 
have agreed in princqde, so long 
as it is defined as an “emer- 
gency" door. They can argue 
about it again once the emer- 
gency of 2000 is over. But that 
is only the first step. 

Mr Mon a mild Jewish bu- 
reaucrat who grew up in 
Nazareth, is negotiating a way 
through the labyrinth. 'Where 


exactly will the door be cut? 
Whowillhold thekey? Wfllitbe 
an exit, or an entrance? Above 
afl, will any of the churches gain 
or lose an inch of holy 
stonework? Will it give a rival 
a precedent? 

So fox; they have agreed that 
it will be an exit only. Since Sal- 
adin conquered the holy land 
from the Crusaders, the bey has 
been kept by two Muslim fam- 
ilies. The churches trust them, 
but not each other That will re- 
main the orfly entrance. 

The logical route is down a 
corridor; now blocked, that ex- 
isted during Crusader times. 
The arches are still visible. 
But to reach an exit there, you 
would have to go through an 
iron door and a small room. The 
Greeks hold the key to the iron 
door. The Armenians fear that 
pushing a corridor that way 
would give the Greeks more 


rights. They would have the key 
to the new exit 

So the Armenians are 
proposing an alternative route. 
The Israelis checked, and dis - 
co v ered it would come out in the 
Ai Hanka mosque, which abuts 
the Christian shrine. The last 
thing the Israelis want is to 
brin g in the Jer usalem Mnsffms, 
which would mean Yasser 
Arafat's Palestinian Authority. 

Then there is the question of 
where the other exit will 
emerge. That will require the 
consent of two lesser churches, 
the Copts and the Ethiopians, 
who have been locked in con- 
flict for the past 20 years over 
a tiny monastery, bust on the 
roof of the Holy Sepulchre. 

The Israelis are hoping for 
an answer earfy in the new year 
but Mr Mor is not betting on it 
The precedents are discour- 
aging. When the cupola soaring 


above the Holy Sepulchre was 
restored earlier this decade, he 
says, “it took them 30 years to 
decide what the colour should 
be". He added: “We work in 
minutes; they have their own 
system of time.” 

The churches have been ar- 
guing for 27 years over who 
should repair the four arches of 
the rotunda over the tomb of 
Jesus. The Greeks, the Arme- 
nians, the Copts and the Syri- 
an Orthodox ^1 staked a claim. 
“If you repair;" Mr Mor ex- 
plained, “you are the owner” 

In tiie end, the Religious Af- 
fairs Ministry is doing the job. 
at a cost of $250,000 to the Is- 
raeli taxpayer. The rival patri- 
archs have sgned the plans, but 
the Syrians are trying to seize 
another two indies nearer the 
tomb. Mr Mor goes there every 
day to make sure nothing is a 
fraction out of place. 


WEST AFRICAN peacekeepers 
repelled a rebel attack on the 
outskirts of Sierra Leone’s 
capital, Freetown, yesterday, 
exiling the hills around Hast- 
ing, the site of the main airport. 

On Wednesday the Nigerian- 
led peacekeepers foiled to hold 
on to the central town of 
Lunsan 60 miles east of Free- 
town, pro mpting claims by the 
UN representative in Sierra 
Leone, Francis Okello, that 
rebel forces had taken control 
of more than half the territory 
of the former British colony. 

The attack on Hastings 
came after an assault on an- 
other outpost of the capital at 
Waterloo, 18 miles east of the 
dly. The spokesman for the 
West African force, Ecomog, 
said that at least 40 people had 
been killed in the latest round 
of fighting. 

Fighting broke out in Sierra 
Leone in 1991, and worsened 
after an army faction in 1997 
ousted the elected president, 
Ahmad Tfejan Kabbah. Ecomog 
restored President Kabbah to 
power in March, with strong 
British support, but the fighting 
has intensified. 

Sierra Leone's Information 
Minis ter, Julius Spencer, yes- 
terday denied that the rebels 
controlled the whole of the 
north of Sierra Leone, although 
he admitted that Lunsar and 
the northern capital of Makeni 
were in rebel hands. 

Reinforcements have poured 
into Sierra Leone from Nigeria 
- more than 7,000 since the 
weekend, boosting the force to 
around 17,000. The rebel forces 
are estimated at 20,000. 

The rebels are demanding 
the removal from power of 
President Kabbah and the 
release of their captured leaden 
Fbday Sankoh, who has been 
sentenced to death in Freetown 
for treason. Their cause enjoys 
little support in the capital, 
owing to what appears a well- 
deserved reputation for com- 
mitting atrocities against 
civilians. 
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Clinton to escape with censure vote 


THE CHANCES are rising that 

President Bffl Clinton wiU es- 
cape a full-scale impeachment 
trial. Desqpite furious protests 
from some Republicans, the 
most likely plans afl involve a 
motion of censure, which would 
finally end the long-running 
saga in two weeks' time. 

The US House of Represen- 
tatives voted to impeach the 
President on too counts, but it 
is tiie other house of Congress, 


Shooting 
of woman 
stirs race 
passions 

by Andrew g umbel 
in Los Angeles 

JUST ABOUT the only certain 
facts known about Tyisha 
Miller’s death are that one 
minute she was lying immobile 
in her car at a Californian 
petrol station with a pistol in her 
lap, and that the next a passing 
police patrol was pumping her 
and her car full of bullets. 

Three days after the 19-year- 
old black woman was killed in 
Riverside, 40 miles east of Los 
Angeles, the case is rousing 
political and racial passions, 
with relatives accusing the 
police of murder and the offi- 
cers involved failing to pro- 
duce a satisfactory explanation. 

It appears Ms MUipr pulled 
into the petrol station in the 
early hours of Monday because 
of a flat tyre. When her cousin, 
Anthonete Joiner; arrived to 
help, she found Ms Miller tying 
in the car with her seat pushed 
back, the radio blaring and the 

heating on frill blast Arra nging 

to some reports, she was also 
foaming at the mouth. 

The police arrived in 
response to an emergency call 
from Ms Joiner and began 
poundmg on the windows of the 
car to elidt a response. What 
happened next is, as yet, 
unclear; but the result was that 
Ms Miller and her car were rid- 
dled with as mary as two dozen 
rounds of ammunition. 

At first the four officers, 
three whites and one Hispanic, 
claimed Ms Miller had fired a 
round from her pistol, but a 
police spokesman later said 
that was not certain. Two of toe 
officers have been suspended 
pending an investigation. 

Ms Miller’s relatives claim 
she did not even reach for the 
gun. “They murdered my 
niece,” said Lezzora Butler an 
aunt Local civil rights groups 
have appealed for calm until toe 
facts become clearer 

Radal tensions were already 
mounting in Riverside because 
of a debate about the merits of 
naming a local high school 
after Martin Luther King. 


BY ANDREW MARSHALL 
in Washington 

the Senate, that must try him. 
Senators, inducting Republi- 
cans, want to resolve the 
episode as rapidly as possible, 
given that is seems unlikely the 
two-thirds majority exists to 
oust Mr Clinton. 

The deal is befog thrashed 
out between Senator Trent Lott, 
the Senate Majority Leader and 


chief Republican, and his oppo- 
site number from the Democ- 
rats, Torn Daschle. “We’re 
working on this in a way that 
meets both of our mutual ob- 
jectives, which in large measure 
could be defined as doing it 
fairly and expeditiously," Mr 
Daschle said. Mr Lott indicated 
he sow no need for witnesses, 
“Are witnesses required? I don’t 
think so” he said. 

A preliminary motion being 


discussed will decide whether 
impeachment - over which 
House Republicans have 
laboured for months - is to be 
ditched by the Senate. 

The House Judiciaiy Com- 
mittee chairman, Henry Hyde, 
who ran the impeachment 
hearings and is one of the man- 
agers for the Senate trial, told 
Mr Lott in a letter that be was 
concerned that the motion 
“would unwisely short-circuit 


the process. I agree that we 
must move with all deliberate 
speed to resolve this matteif he 
said. 

“However, we must not act so 
hastily that the President and 
the House of Representatives do 
not have a fair opportunity to 
present toe case and the Senate 
does not have a fair opportuni- 
ty to review a meaningful, fac- 
tual record.” It was important 
thatat least a limited number of 


witnesses are called, he argued. 
Some Republican Senators 

are al $0 linhap py “1 think the 

most important thing here is fid- 
towing the constitutional process 
and that constitutional process 
is a trial - hopefully, a fair and 
speedy trial -and the rendering 
of a judgment,” said Senator 
Phill Gramm, an influential 
Texas Republican. 

Not until next week, when 
Congress returns to reconvene 


on 6 January will the timetable 
become dear. 

Despite hfo travails, Mr Clin- 
ton fo ttus man mort admired by 
Americans, according to a poll 
by CNN, USA Tbdm/and Gallup; 
18 per cent put Mr Clinten at the 
top, 14 ) from 14 per cent last year 
Perhaps it should worry him, 
though, that other presidents 
headed the list when things 
were worst for them: Richard 
Nixon in 1973 (he was im- 



A visitor at Leni Riefenstahl's exhibition. Early in her career (top right), she worked for Hitler; now in her nineties (right) she denies any wrongdoing Hans EdingerJAP 

Hitler’s film-maker is back on show 


THE FIRST entry in the viators’ 
book is succinct “At last” An- 
other gushes: “A great exhibi- 
tion in toe time of political 
correctness.” “How much in- 
justice was inflicted upon this 
ingenious artist in post-war 
Germany,” fulminates a third. 

Judging by the opinions ex- 
pressed by punters who 
trekked out to toe Film Muse- 
um in Potsdam, the exhibition 
that all Germany is talking 
about was long overdue. There 
is not one rfissentingremarkin. 
toe book, yet outside the mu- 
seum a debate is raging. There 
are many who have vowed 
never to set foot in Potsdam, 
because they are appalled and 
even a little frightened. 

Fbr the person honoured in 
herfirst retrospective as a cin- 
ematographer is Leni Riefen- 
stahL- Nazi pin-up, purveyor of 
propaganda films of the Third 
Reich, and latterly a photogra- 
pher of naked Africans and 
fish. That, admittedly; is too flip- 
pant a description of her oeu- 
vre. Riefenstahl is a remarkable 


woman who has tried her hand 
at five different careers in her 
96 years, and can never be dis- 
counted from launching a sixth, 
once she recovers from her re- 
cent bout of pneumonia. 

She has seen a lot and done 
it all, inducting having her bot- 
tom pinched by Goebbels and 
Hitler; who both pursued her re- 
lentlessly, and might even have 
bedded hec Mussolini was also 
a great admirer of her art But 
does she deserve the accolade 
heaped upon her now, ask the 
sceptics? And if so, wfyynow? 

“We are of the opinion that 
Leni Riefenstahl has played an 
important - if not the nicest - 
role in German film history," 
explains the museum’s Dorett 
Molitoc “It was a very coura- 
geous dedsion to put on this 
exhibition,’’ she continues. “We 
wanted a discussion." 

That they certainly got But 
it is one that is being waged by 
those who have decided to be 
enraptured by it in advance, 
and those who will spit at it, un- 
seen, from a great distance. 


European times 

POTSDAM, GERMANY 


Neither side will convince the 
other because both sides are 
already convinced. 

It is an abiding diche, ac- 
cording to to toe catalogue, that 
Riefenstahl made nothing but 
stirring Nazi films commis- 
sioned by Goebbels' Propa- 
ganda Ministry. To set the 
record straight, several of her 
movies are played on monitors 
placed side by side. 

In a long, narrow room. 
Hitler is screaming from one 
screen. That is Triumph of 
the Wffi, the best of the genre, 
according to the critics. De- 
spite the monotonous subject 
- a little Austrian addressing 
in a rasping voice motionless 
crowds — the film is mes- 
merising. Its potency is such 
that it remains banned in Ger- 
many to this day for fear of 
raising unhealthy political pas- 
sions. Olympia, Riefenstahl's 
film about the 1936 Berlin 


Olympic Games, plays to the 
left. The special effects are 
more advanced, but the subject 
matter even more tedious. 
There is only so much one 
wants to see of discus throwers. 
But back in those days, this film 
was ahead of its contempo- 
raries in technique. Riefen- 
stahl was showered with prizes, 
and not just in fascist countries. 

These are displayed in the 
company of Riefenstahl’s other 
stabs at entertainment While 
Hitler is yelling from one 
screen, and the swimmers 
take a dive on the other; some 
excruciating melodramas are 
unfolding just a few feet away. 
There is the Blue Light, a film 
whose supernatural plot is too 
embarrassing to relate. Or 
Hefland, the Spanish romance 
in which the Pyrenees meet 
the Tyrol in a universe of 
kitsch, populated by happy 
peasants and heart-broken 


gypsy girls. Riefenstahl picked 
the gypsies from a camp. No 
more can be said on this sub- 
ject, because Riefenstahl has 
lavished much of her Propa- 
ganda Ministry earnings on 
expensive lawyers. She has 
spent the past 50 years suing 
anybody who dares to mention 
where those gypsies might 
have ended up during the 
Holocaust 

So let us hastily move on. 
The point is that, apart from 
the two stirring films paid for 
by Goebbels, Riefenstahl’s 
works are plain siOy. They put 
into sharp focus her claim 
that had she not been put out 
of toe film-making business 
after the war; she might have 
been another Fellini. Her films 
are so bad, they deserve cult 
status. • 

As for those muscle-bound, 
glinting bodies she pho- 
tographed in Africa in her later 
years, the less said the better 
They have much in common 
with toe fascist representa- 
tion of discus-throwers of 


Olympia, and little to do with 
the human rare, presented as 
they are in the manner one 
would admire a splendid race- 
horse. In other words: bestial. 

All this has been said and 
written before about her work, 
which is why Riefenstahl has 
had to wait until now for her 
first full retrospective. She has 
helped to provide the exhibits, 
ensuring they present her in a 
favourable light. She has wait- 
ed more than 50 years for re- 
habilitation, so it Is ironic that 
it should come from an east 
German museum run by left- 
leaning feminists. 

They have their own rea- 
sons. TTiey are trying to fill the 
void left by communism, and in 
toe process are finding it hard 
to distinguish between taboos 
ordained by the wicked state 
and those imposed by con- 
science. “We want a new treat- 
ment of our history," says Ms 
Molitoc Leni Riefenstahl, an 
expert at new treatments, is 
happy to oblige. 

IMREKARACS 


peached in 1975), Jimmy Carter 
ml98Q {defeated the same year), 
and Lyndon Johnson in 1968 (he 
decided not to run again). The 
next most admired people this 
year were the Pope, Billy Gra- 
ham and Michael Jordan. 

Less surprisingly, Hillary 
Clinton is the most admired 
woman by a large margin - 28 
per cent -ahead of Oprab Win- 
frey, Elizabeth Dole and 
Baroness Thatcher 


Castro 
celebrates 
40 years 
in power 

by Rupert Cornwell 

BATTERED BUT unbowed after 
40 years in power, Fidel Castro 
will deliver a celebratory an- 
niversary address tonight in the 
same square in Santiago de 
Cuba where he proclaimed vic- 
tory over the dictator FUlgencdo 
Batista on 1 January 1959. 

The speech wifl be foe climax 
of a week in which the Cuban 
state-run media has focused on 
toe birth of the socialist regime, 
which has withstood 36 years of 
trade embargo from America 
an d the collapse and disap- 
pearance of the Soviet Union, 
the island's protector and eco- 
nomic patron. 

Amid continuing economic 
hardship and harsh state treat- 
ment of dissent, public feelings 
have been muted. But the media 
has had a field day; mocking 
Washington for the decades til 
predictions of Castro's demise, 
and publishing letters of con- 
gratulation from the Pope and 
leaders from around the world. 

“Under your leadership,” 
Cuba had achieved “new suc- 
cesses in the struggle to safe- 
guard national independence . . . 
and has persisted in the so- 
cialist path", the Chinese Pres- 
ident, Jiang Zemin, wrote to 
Castro, one of the last Com- 
munist leaders and among the 
longest surviving rulers of any 
ideological persuasion. 

Castro’s triumph in the two- 
year civil war was sealed by 
Ernesto “Che" Guevara's suc- 
cessfol attack on the central city 
of Santa Clara on 28 December 
1958, and by the almost simul- 
taneous fall of Santiago de 
Cuba in the east of the island- 

Since i960, the regime has 
been under economic, and at 
times military attack from the 
US. But that very pressure has 
enabled him to draw upon 
Cuba's fierce nationalism for 
support Long a hero in much of 
toe Third World, Castro is now 
largely seen even by his own 
people as a man whose time is 
past But apart from periodic ru- 
mours about his health, he ap- 
pears as firmly in control as even 
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Sterling and dollar slip at the start 


THE PRECISE exchange rates 
at which II member curren- 
cies are locked against the 
euro were published yester- 
day. ahead of the midnight 
launch of the new European 
single currency. 

The ceremonies creating an 
economic superpower to rival 
the United States were cloud- 
ed, however; by the reopening 
of a festering disagreement 
over the presidency of the Eu- 
ropean Central Bank (ECBl. 
The ministers gathered in 
Brussels - excluding Gordon 
Brown and Germany’s Oskar 
Lafontaine - made a deter- 
mined effort to damp down the 
latest eruption of the dispute. 


by Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


The pound, which will buy 
about 1.42 euros at the current 
exchange rate, tost value, as (fid 
the dollar after the official pub- 
lication of the conversion rates. 
The dollar was trading at an ini- 
tial value of $1.1685 to the euro. 

Many analysts believe the 
pound and dollar will weaken 
further against the new cur- 
rency when trading picks up in 
the new yeac 

The main European stock 
markets were dosed, and the 
foreign exchanges and bond 
markets were exceedingly sub- 
dued. In the City, where tech- 


exchange Rates 


nical steps to implement the 
conversion got into full swing at 
lunchtime yesterday there was 
a sense of anti-climax. 

“It’s like the aftermath of an 

elaborate wedding. It was a 
symbolic moment, but it's the 
least important part of the mar- 
riage,” said AJison Cottrell, an 
analyst at PaineWebbec 
One less-than -enthusiastic 
trader said: “It's New Year’s 
Eve and we ah just want to get 
to our parties." 

The formal rates were dose 
to the end-of-year market rates, 
and therefore sprang no sur- 
prises on the financial markets. 

Some volatility is expected 
on the foreign exchanges next 


week as investors and dealers 
get accustomed to the euro. In 
the longer term, most analysts 
expect the pound to fall against 
the euro. 

“When we come back on 
Monday sterling wffl be a small 
currency. It’s a huge change 
from being the biggest Euro- 
pean currency" said Ms Cottnefl. 

Investors -including central 
banks seeking to adjust their 
fordgn exchange reserves -are 
expected to sell dollars and 
sterling to boost their holdings 
of euros. "There is a very goal 
case for believing the euro will 


be a strong currency," said lan 
Harwood of Dresdner Klein- 
wort Benson, the investment 
bank. 

Just a few analysts hold the 
contrary view that the pound 
will strengthen as investors 
seek a safe haven against the 
euro. 

The French government in- 
sisted yesterday that Wim 
Duisenberg, the ECB’s presi- 
dent, must step down after 
fouryears in favour of a French 
candidate. 

Mr Duisenberg had said, in 
an interview published in Le 


Monde yesterday morning, that 
he would not stick to the four- 
year compromise struck last 
May, but would instead stay 
on for more of his eight-year 
term. 

Jean-daudeJundmi; Prime 
Minister of Luxembourg, prob- 
ably spoke for the rest of the EU 
governments when he arrived 
at the historic finance minis- 
ters’ meeting yesterday. "It's 
not of overwhelming political in- 
telligence to reopen the de- 
bate,” he said 

France’s stubbornness in 

insisting last spring that Jean- 
Claude Trichet, the Banque de 
FYance governor; should get the 
ECBjob had exasperated other 


member governments. But 

equaify, most wfli despair of Mr 
Duisenberg’s sense of timing. 

The controversy-prone cen- 
tra] banker said yesterday - a 
day too late -that from nowon 
he would have no comment 
about the question. 

A spokesman for the Euro- 
pean Central Bank in FYankfurt 
insisted “His contract runs for 
the full eight years and that is 
untouchable." 

But Dominque Stress- Kahn, 
France’s Finance Minister; 
referred back to Mr Duisen- 
berg*s indication last May that 
he (fid intend to step down early 

“THr rmnmpntg wprp enshri ned 

in writing, they are public and 
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everybody knows them, and 
therefore I see no reason to tear 
that Mr Duisenberg will not 
stick to what be said" 


Europe on a 
high, Britain 
still low key 

View From Brussels 


OUTSIDE THE Union Jack was 
fluttering, but inside the Coun- 
cil of Ministers building in Brus- 
sels, Britain’s briefing room had 
been turned into a makeshift TV 
set, complete with make-up 
facilities. With no ’freasuiy min- 
ister attending there was, 
explained one official, little 
prospect of the UK having any- 
thing very much to say. 

History was in the making 
and the British presence was 
deliberately minimalis t Gor- 
don Brown, the Chancellor, 
elected not to join the gather- 
ing of finance ministers, leav- 
ing the job of representing the 
UK to the British ambassador 
to the EU, Sir Stephen Wall 

According to the Treasury, 
the Chancellor stayed away 
because the meeting was pure- 
ly '‘procedural”. But Britain 
was alone among the 15 EU 
member states to be repre- 
sented by its ambassador 

By contrast Denmark. Swe- 
den and Greece, which are 
also staying out of the first 
wave, sent ministers, two of 
whom joined the rhetorical 
euphoria and outlined ambi- 
tions to join the euro. 

Not that Mr Brown was the 
only or even the most prominent, 
absentee. Oskar Lafontaine, 
Germany’s Finance Minister; 
refused to break his family hol- 
iday and is thought to be sun- 
ning himself somewhere in 
Florida. His embarrassed 
deputy. Werner Mailer, the Eco- 
nomic minister; was forced to 
explain. “Some six months 
ago,” Mr Muller told a press con- 
ference, “the current finance 
minister booked a holiday in a 
very distant area with his wife 
and children and was not in a 
position to break it" As if to 
punish Mr Lafontaine for his 
absence, bis fellow finance 
ministers indulged in a chorus 
of appreciation of his prede- 
cessor, Theo Waigel, praising 
his contribution to the birth of 
the euro. 

Uniquely, the finance minis- 
ters’ meeting was televised, 
signifying that the decisions 
had long since been taken, and 
allowing the politicians to con- 
centrate on what they do best: 
outbidding each other in their 
rhetoric. France's Dominique 
Strauss-Kahn spoke of “an his- 
toric day for the European 
enterprise". Carlo Azeglio 
Ciarapi of Italy, argued: “This 
is a milestone in Europe's his- 
tory, a project which might, at 
times, have seemed utopian " 
With a final flourish he added: 
“I am proud to call myself a 
European citizen born in 


By Stephen Castle 
AND KATHERINE BUTLER 
in Brussels 


Italy. That is how I feel today” 

There was less euphoria 
from Charlie McCreevy, the 
Irish Finance Minister who 
had left his sick-bed. Suffering 
from a particularly virulent 
strain of 'flu Mr McCreevy 
joked that he was so doped it 
was fortunate that the signing 
ceremony did not involve a 
drug test He added that mon- 
etary union was “a bit like an 
Irish marriage before the 
divorce referendum. Once you 
are in. you’re in for life.” 

But rhetoric, rather than 
realism, was the order of the 
day and such was the senti- 
ment of the occasion that there 
was even a heart-felt tribute to 
a senior Treasury mandarin. 
Sir Nigel Wicks has chaired the 
monetary committee that has 
been instrumental in the 
preparations for today's 
launch. Tb his evident embar- 
rassment, finance ministers 
broke into a round of applause 
to salute his contribution. 

Hie only ones displaying 
higher levels of excitement 
were the scores of eight-year- 
olds from European schools 
dressed in plastic capes and 
drafted in to release 3.000 blue 
and yellow balloons from the 
courtyard ofEU headquarters at 
precisely 155pm local time, five 
minutes after the formal signing. 

Jean Louis Fbunny, of the 
Brussels company that provid- 
ed the balloons, said they sym- 
bolised prosperity rather than 
soaraway inflation as some 
sceptics had suggested “Nor- 
mally for celebrations we would 
let off 10,000 balloons, but we 
were only asked for 3,000. 1 think 
it's because they left it so late to 
organise." Mr Fbunny said And 
some sources said there were 
only 2^00 balloons. 

But the best image of the 
day came late on, as the min- 
isters struggled to open the 
salmanazars, 9-litre bottles of 
Feuiliate champagne from 
Epemay. Mysteriously, Com- 
mission officials drafted in the 
same brand that is drunk in 
the White House but bad not 
investigated the logistics of 
prising open such large bottles. 
The clear winner was Wim 
Duisenberg, president of the 
European Central Bank, who 
was the first to pop his cork At 
this particular moment in his- 
tory Jacques San ter, Presi- 
dent of the European 
Commission, was still grap- 
pling with a pair of pliers. 



A trader at the City of London offices of Nomura, the Japanese securities house, yesterday Neville Elder 


Business to 
pay $51bn 
for change 

view from the City 


THE TRADITIONAL revelry of 
New dear’s Eve was cancelled 
yesterday fix' tens of thousands 
of (3ty staff as the big financial 
institutions mobilised to ensure 

that thqy are Up and r unning 

when dealing starts in the euro 

on Monday. 

With little more than 75 hours 

from fhfl mnmwil that e vr-hanff p 

rates were fixed on New 'ifear’s 
Eve for the 11 currencies being 
subsumed into the euro to (he 
opening of Tokyo’s foreign ex- 
change market in the earfy 
hours of Monday, exhaustive 
plans have been made to ensure 
everything goes without a hitch. 

During that time $2,l00bn 
C£l,3l2br0 of government secu- 
rities and worldwide bank de- 
posits worth $460bn will have to 
be converted from the “legacy” 
currencies - German marks, 
French francs, Italian lire and 
so on- to euros. 

The total private sector bill for 
the changeover has been put at 
$51bn. 

The conversion is relatively 
simple. Colin Stringer: head of 
Euro services at Cap Gemini, 
the IT consulting firm, says: “It 

fa lifcp changing from Fah renhe it 

to Celsius, the temperature 
does not change." 

The difficulty arises from the 
sheerscaleofthe operation, and 
the fact that no one can afford 
fork to go wrong. 

The US investment bank 
Merrffl Lynch, which will use 900 
staff around the clock in London 
and New %rk this weekend, es- 
timates that no fewer than 5000 
“milestones” will have to be 
passed before it can be satisfied 
that the bank can trade euros 
without a hitch. 

“It will affect client state- 
ments, client balances, trading 
positions, cash balances and 
historical data," explains Mitch 
Chivers, Merrill Lynch's global 
euro co-ordinator “There is the 
considerable task of redenomi- 
nating debt" 

The changeover will affect 
almost every market, even 
those in currencies that are not 
directly involved in the single 
currency. Sterling, for instance, 
will no- longer be quoted against 
marks but against euros. 

As well as currencies and 
government bonds, share prices 
will have to be repriced in euros, 
even though legally clients will 
still be able to settle in nation- 
al currencies if they wish. 

Staff at banks in Tbkyo and 
New York will also be in their 
offices this weekend, although 
London, because of its unique 
position as (he centre of in- 
ternational foreign exchange 


BY ANDREW GARFIELD 
Financial Editor 


and bond trading, wfll be where 
most activity is concentrated. 

Nor is it just computer sys- 
tems staff who wiD miss the 
New Year festivities. 

Traders, settlement and 
back office staff will all have to 
be in to ensure that they are 
ready, while in many cases top 
management will be on hand to 
troubleshoot and encourage 
the troops. 

Tb ensure that key staff are 
able to get to work the Corpo- 
ration of London is paying Lon- 
don Underground to keep the 
Waterloo and City line open on 
New Year’s Day. while the 
Rotherhithe tunnel an impor- 
tant link for those working in Ca- 
nary Wharf wiD be kept open for 
the weekend. There will also be 
3,500 free parking spaces in the 
City. 

Hotel rooms across London 
have been block-booked months 
ahead to provide accommoda- 
tion. Minibuses for office staff 
have been laid on. 

Firms are also providing 
round-the-clock catering, while 
pubs, restaurants and coffee 
bars in the City and Canary 
Wharf which would normally 
be closed over the Bank Holi- 
day weekend, will be open. 

The Bank of England has 
won plaudits from institutions 
for the way ithas managed the 
preparations, an irony given 
the for from Europhile views of 
Eddie George, the Governor. 

Mr Stringer says that while 
the big firms have been plan- 
ning for this weekend for 18 
months or more and are justi- 
fiably confident they have done 
all they can, the worry is about 
what he calls the “lemmiches", 
a cross between a lemming 
and an ostrich. “A number of 
smaller players are in a state 
of denial about EMU. For 
them," he says, “it is already too 
late." 

Most experts are discounting 
the meltdown scenario, par- 
ticularly as they expect, for a 
week at least, trading to be ten- 
tative while investors hang 
back to be sure that the 
glitches have definitely been 
ironed out before risking their 
cash. 

What the big houses are 
seeking to avoid is payments 
going astray or settlement sys- 
tems not being able to cope. 
Most of all they fear that their 
computer people will still be 
running the checks when the 
clients start to ring on the 
murky dawn of January <1. 


Founder’s currency 

comes true 

WERNER’S VISION 


No escape from currency that 
will rule our common market 

Future for business 


dream 

by nick antonovics 

many have played a part in 
Europe's monetary union pro- 
ject but Pierre Werner can jus- 
tifiably claim to have started it. 

Werner, then prime minister 
of Luxembourg, first advocat- 
ed a European currency, which 
he called the Euror, in a speech 
in Strasbourg in i960. 

Thirty-eight years later, he 
told Reuters in an interview; 

“There was a historical need for 

European countries to start a 
currency union, which still ex- 
It is simply to put an end 
to the periodic world wars 
which started in Europe." 

Mr Werner remembered the 
1930s, when “everyone wanted 
to protect themselves and de- 
value to promote exports". He 
became interested in a proposal 


by a Belgian banker, Fernand 
Collin, for wider use of a com- 
mon unit of account in the new 
European Community. “I be- 
lieved that if [the 1938s] hap- 
pened again it would be a 
shambles - we would have 
monetary war” 

After becoming prime min- 
ister in 1959. he took up the 
cause publicly. But it was not 
until the late 1960s, after ster- 
ling's November 1967 devalua- 
tion, and signs of trouble in the 
Bretton Woods system of fixed 
exchange rates, that other 
member states took an interest 
Mr Werner was appointed 
chairman of a committee to 
come up with an official blue- 
print, which was presented in 


1970 and endorsed by European 
leaders in March 197L It called 
on the bloc to achieve a full 
monetary union by 1980. 

The Werner Plan advocated 
a central economic policy- 
making body ^nd a system of 
central banks. Aspects of na- 
tional budges, such as the “size 
of balances and the methods of 
financin g or utilising them", 
would be fixed at EU level and 
decisions would be accountable 
to the European Parliament 

The first stage of the plan 
was set in motion in 1972, but 
by 1974 it had foundered under 
die combined weight of the 

1971 collapse of Bretton Woods 
and the 1973 oil shock. 

Mr Werner told Reuters he 



Pierre Werner: Common 
currency could end wars 


was optimistic that the euro 
would last noting that EU gov- 
ernments were more wiliing to 
negate and compromise than 
their predecessors. 

Mr Werner’s role was hon- 
oured yesterday when he re- 
ceived the first copy of the 
ElTs Official Journal, legally 
enacting the conversion rates 
into the euro. 


by Michael Harrison 

BRITAIN MIGHT not be a 
founder member of the “euro- 
zone" but the launch of the sin- 
gle currency will nevertheless 
have a profound effect on 
British business. 

Although outside the single- 
currency bloc, from today com- 
panies here will be able to ac- 
count, issue shares and pay 
their taxes in euros. A small 
number may even offer to pay 
their employees parfiy in euros. 

Most surveys show that 
British businesses favour entry 
to the single currency by a 
three to one. There is a small 
but vociferous band, led by fig- 
ures such as the Dixons chair- 
man Sfr Stanley Kahns, who are 
implacably opposed, more for 
political and philosophical rea- 


sons than because they fear it 
will be bad for business. 

But the majority of compa- 
nies - both large and small - 
sense that il would be in their 
business interests for Britain to 
be in. For that reason, they are 
likely to embrace the euro, 
meaning that Britain, to some 
extent, will become a de facto 
member of the single currency. 

In any event, not being a 
member of monetary union 
does not mean British business 
can ignore its arrival or escape 
its impact. The European 
Union, with its 320 million cus- 
tomers, is our biggest single 
(raffing partner, accounting for 
some 55 per cent of all UK trade 
in goods. 


From a practical standpoint 
businesses will be affected in 
two main ways. First they will 
have to get used to being paid 
in euros - which means shoul- 
dering the exchange rate risk 
as sterling's value against the 
new currency bobs around. 

Second. British companies 
are unlikely to be immune hum 
the increased harmonisation of 
prices across Europe that the 
single currency produces. 

According to the latest sur- 
vey of readiness for the single 
currency by the consultants 
KPMG, two -thirds of companies 
price variably across Europe 
and the gap between the high- 
est and lowest prices is as high 
as 57 per cent “This means that 


pressure on prices might result 
in a significant revenue squeeze 
for many companies," says 
Michael Littlechild. a partner 
with KPMG Consulting. 

The survey also shows that 
two-thirds of businesses across 
Europe expect prices to fall 
with the introduction of the 
einro. Only 30 per cent think it 
will mean higher profits in the 
short term but in the longer 
term 77 per cent think the im- 
pact will be positive. 

Douglas Godden, head of eco- 
nomic policy at the Confedera- 
tion of British Indusby, said: 
There will be a process of con- 
vergence as prices become 
more transparent The euro will 
also mean more trade across 
borders and that means more 
competition, which will tend to 
lead to price convergence." 
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C&W unlt cuts phone rates 

HONGKONG TELECOM, the- unit of Cable & Wireless which 
had a monopoly of the Hong Kong market until three years 
ago, has been, given permission' to cut long-distance full 
rates from today, to help it meet competition from more • 
than 20 smaller competitors who have entered the market 
to undercut Hongkong Telecom’s telephone tariffs. The 
competitors themselves are now being given the 
opportunity to tease lines from ETcmgkong Telecom. 
Hongkong Telecom is expected to announce plans to cut 
some charges on Monday, others may be deferred until 
after an advertising and publicity campaign a sp okesman 
said 

BAT Russian sales fight up 

“THERE IS an opportunity 
5hare P rice - P^e in every crisis”, according 

600 ~ to Sergei Krasnov. 

5So — 1 — ; — ; -JL managing director of 

500 JR 1 . BAT*s Moscow cigarette 

.-p ' ' ' j M factory. Output slumped 

if ' £ after Russia defaulted on 

*°°~ • t f ' I *ts debts last July but since 

350 — - j. — — JV| . § October has been back to 

loo Jlj 9 ?. pre-crisis levels. Russians 

*t: ' g smoke 250 billion 

V FMAMJ j ASOND & cigarettes 8 yBarand EAT 
took a 10 per cent market 

share in 1997. Rothmans, 
the RJ Reynolds division of RJR Nabisco, and Philip 
Morris have all renewed their commitment to the 
Russian market, and Philip Morris is continuing to 
build a $33 0m factory outside St Petersburg. 

Merger victory for Redwood 

REDWOOD yesterday said its merger offer for rival Lloyd's 
insurance underwriter New London Capital had been 
declared unconditional following overwhelming 
acceptances from shareholders. The company said it had 
received the backing of shareholders representing 9LQ per 
cent of New London's share capital by the first closing date 
of the offer on 30 December. The merger was approved by 
Ockham shareholders at an extraordinary general mg Atfng 
the same day. Under the d e al, announced pgHfar *fric 
month, New London shareholders will receive new 
Ockham shares accounting for 57 pm* cent of the enlarged 
share capital of O ckham Ockham is offering six new 
shares and lOp for every five New London shares held. 

Separately. Redwood group said it had acceptances from 
shareholders representing over 83 per cent of Glasgow- 
based engmeering firm Cfyde Blowers by 30 December 
Redwood announced an agreed bid of I65p cash per share 
for Clyde last month, valuing the company at around 
EMJjm. 
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Euro raises chance of supermarket price war 
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CONTINENTAL discount super- 
markets such as Aldi and JLidl 
could use euro buying power to 
launch a price war in markets 
such as the UK, according to a 
report published today. 

A study by the consultancy 
group European Insight claims 
that retailers such as AJdi, 
which is one of Germany's 
biggest supermarket opera- 
tors, could choose to pass on the 


British 
economy 
already in 
downturn 
says 

Deutsche 


BY DIANE COYLE 
Economics Editor 

THE BRITISH ECONOMY is 
already in recession, a leading 
City economist claims in a 
report today. 

The official figure for gross 
domestic product due to be 
published later this month is 
likely to show that output fell 
in the final quarter of 1998. 
Virtually every expert is also 
predicting a further decline 
in the first quarter of 1999, with 
two successive quarters of 
falling output the technical 
definition of a recession. 

This would severely em- 
barrass the Chancellor; who 
was criticised for over-opti- 
mism about the economy in 
November’s Pre-Budget Re- 
port A drop in GDP would al- 
most certainly force the 
Treasury to downgrade its 
growth forecast for this year in 
the March Budget 

The new report from 
Deutsche Bank says GDP in 
tiie October-December quarter 
will have fallen for the first time 
since' mid-1992, marking the 
end of seven years of eco- 
nomic expansion. 

Business and retail surveys 
for November and December 
have shown a dramatic de- 
cline in activity. 

The pace of the slowdown 
means the Bank of foigland 
will have to cut interest rates 
to 45 per cent from the current 
level of 6.25 per cent by the 
middle of this year, according 
to Steven Belt Deutsche 
Bank’s chief UK economist 

Although the Office for Na- 
tional Statistics will need to es- 
timate some of the components 
of GDP for its preliminary fig- 
ure due on 22 January, the 
best it could report is no 
change, according to Mr BelL 
A negative figure would be 
much more likely. “This would 
make the Treasury growth 
forecast implausible,'' he said. 

He added that the Budget 
would also have to contain 
much worse figures for gov- 
ernment borrowing than pub- 
lished in November 


by Nigel cope 
A ssociate City Editor 

buying gains in the form of even 
deeper discounts. 

The move would place 
Britain's beleaguered super- 
market sector under further 
pressure. It is already the sub- 
ject of an Office of Ehir leading 
investigation into alleged prof- 
iteering and there has been a 




growing backlash against some 
prices of consumer goods in the 
UK compared with those on the 
Continent 

Akfi has been growing steadi- 
ly in this country after opening 
its first stores here in 1990. It of- 
fers rock-bottom prices by using 
little-known brands in a basic 
store environmenL 

The study claims that Marks 
& Spencer also has a strategic 


opportunity to take advantage of 
uncertainty over monetary 
union. It is already ahead of 
many other UK retailers in its 
euro preparations as it is in the 
process of converting all its tills 
to take the new currency. 

“If it can shrug off its other 
problems, it can reinforce its 
traditional brand strengths and 
become the most trusted 
retailer across the euro zone” 


the report says. The study 
names Maries & Spencer, Aldi 
and Ikea as top of the "trust 
league”. These are the compa- 
nies consumers feel are most 
likely to adopt “transparent’’ 
pricing across Europe when the 
new currency comes into effect 
In the UK the topretaflens are 
M&S, WH Smith, Boots and 
Sainsbury’s, while John Lewis 
and Akfl both do well Those least 


trusted in the UK are tbeail com- 
panies BE? Esso and Shell. 

Ikea, the Swedish home fur- 
nishings retailer; scored well 
across Europe. Benetton 
showed marked regional dif- 
ferences, doing well in some 
markets but appearing among 
the “most distrusted" retailers 
in France. Kingfisher; the UK 
retail group, also did well in the 

rankings 
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Two quarters of falling output would be a severe embarrassment for Gordon 
Brown, who is already under attack for his over-optimism on the economy 


Gloomy U K outlook 

■CBI output. % balance] GDP, % year on year[ _ H 

A, — - k — Pa 


79 81 83 85 87 89 91 93 95 97 99 
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IBs gloomy prediction is 
supported by the latest month- 
ly estimate of GDP published 
by the independent National 
Institute for Economic and 
Social Research. 

It showed GDP flat in the 
three months to November, 
and December is likely to have 


been a weaker month. The 
National Institute is currently 
predicting growth of about 
1 per cent in 2999. 

Deutsche Bank expects 
GDP growth of minus 0.2 per 
cent for 1999 as a whole, in one 
of the gloomiest forecasts for 
the UK so far. 


Even so, by past standards 
this would bea mild recession 
for the UK A big increase in 
public spending in 1999. the 
weaker pound and cuts in in- 
terest rates will prevent a 
deeper downturn, in the ab- 
sence of any serious overseas 
shocks. 

Martin Weaie, head of the 
National Institute, agreed with 
this basically benign view. 
“Monetary policy has been 
loosened quite a lot already. 
This should be about as bad as 
it gets," he said. 

The Bank of Englan d has 
cut rates by 1.25 percentage 
points since October. 

The Bank's Monetary 
Policy Committee next meets 
on 6-7 January, and is expect- 
ed either to leave rates un- 
changed or cut them by a 
quarter point. 


Internet bubble ‘about to burst’ 



THE ERA of gravity-defying 
Internet stock valuations will 
come to an end in 1999, ac- 
cording to a firm that tracks 
information technology and its 
use by consumers. 

A correction will create win- 
ners and losers in the Internet 
marfeft, infaiafy mg pfrapetHwa 
pressure and drivin g rompa fri es 
to consolidate, the US-based 
consultancy International Daia 
Corporation said yesterday. 

Frank Gens, senior vice- 
president of Internet research 
atIDC,said:“lntiiebirtiiofthe 
PC business 15 or 20 years ago, 
people were excited, billion- 


aires would be created, but the 
number of companies that lived 
up to the big expectations were 
measured in handfuls, rather 
than thousands.” 

It would take only a few neg- 
ative announcements, such as 
earnings disappointments, to 
“let the air out of the balloon,” 
Mr Gens said, but after that the 
best Internet companies will 
continue to have high valua- 
tions. These would indude the 
{ikes of Amazan.com, E*Thade 
Group, Yahoo! and America 
Online. 

Mr Gens thinks heightened 
competition could lead Yhfcool, 


a dominant Web “portal'’ or 
entry point for consumers, to be 
acquired by a media company 
such as Time Warner or CBS. 
They could step into the big 
leagues of media, not just the 
Internet, but media in general. " 

Time Warner’s chairman, 
Gerald Levin, said in July that 
tiie company had no interest in 
buying Internet companies 
such as Yahoo!, and a CBS 
Bpnkfigman mould not c omment 
on speculation. 

The online broker E*Trade 
could sell out to a large finan- 
cial firm such as Citigroup or 
Ms Fhigo. “They’re making 


money, growing fast they’re a 
category leader and their price 
to earnings ratio looks cheap on 
the Internet stock scale,” Mr 
Gens said He is convinced that 
E^frade wiD either be acquired 
or acquire a smaller online 
broker; such as Am eri trade 
Holding, in 1999. 

An E*Thade spokesman said 
only that the company “can be 
a player in this marketplace 
through the ups and downs of 
any cycle,” but declined to oun- 
ment on posable mergers. 

The software group Micro- 
soft might toy a major M por- 
tal, Mr Gens suggested 


GHF. an American futures 
broken has offered to take over 
Griffin Trading Company, the 
London branch of the Chicago 
futures broker which filed for 
bankruptcy in the US on 
Wednesday night after £6.25m 
of losses were incurred by John 
Park, a futures dealer for whom 
it acted as broken 

Interest has also been ex- 
pressed by GNI, the commodi- 
ties broker, and MeesPierson, 
the Dutch bank which handled 
clearing through its Frankfurt 
office for Mr Park’s German 
bond futures dealings. 

GHF has offered to pay the 
80 locals who have lost money 
as a result of Griffin’s collapse 
50p in the pound which would 
enable the vast majority of 
them to resume trading. The 
locals, or independent traders, 
had sums ranging between 
£15,000 and £lm deposited in a 
segregated account, but they 
have been unable to access 
their funds because they have 
been seized by MeesPierson. 

Some are facing personal 
ruin and are appalled at the fail- 
ure of the existing regulations 
to prevent their funds being 
used to cover liabilities which 
they have not incurred 

“There is no way we can 
earn a living. There are guys of 
35 with kiddies whose houses 
are going to be repossessed,” 
said one trader who has been 
hit by Griffin's collapse. “Peo- 
ple are talking about suicide. Wfe 
understand that what is al- 
lowed in London would never 
be allowed in any other finan- 
cial centre.” 

The Financial Services Au- 
thority was yesterday seeking 
to question Mr Park in an at- 
tempt to get to the bottom of 
why he continued buying Ger- 
man bund futures beyond the 
limits of what he had collater- 
al to fund and why he chose to 
funnel his deals through more 
than one broker. Tb use the 
same collateral to back more 
than one deal would be illegal. 

The Korean-born Mr Park, 
who operated out of Griffin’s 
City of London offices, was not 
returning calls either to his 
office or to his residence in 
Eaton Place, in KnighLshridge, 
west London. 

Questions are being asked 
about how Griffin, a respected 
Chicago broker with three gen- 
eration s behind it, could have 
gione down for an amount as rel- 
atively trifling as £6 .25 m. The 
firm is owned by Roger and Thx 
Griffin, both wealthy individu- 
als in their own right An ear- 


By Andrew Garfield 
Financial Editor 

tier member of the firm was a 
member of the board at the 
Chicago Board of Hade. 

According to one account, 
the firm had $l00m in assets. 
One theory circulating in the 
City yesterday was that the re- 
serves had been run down 
ahead of the year end in order 
to minimise potential tax 
liabilities. 

Last week, just before it ap- 
plied to withdraw its member- 
ship of the Chicago Mercantile 
Exchange, Griffin transferred all 
its trading positions to another 
firm, Kotke Associates LLC “for 
book-keeping purposes’*. 

Traders familiar with the 
firm said yesterday that Roger 
Griffin had been badly hit by the 
suicide of his son last year and 
may not have been fully 
focussed on the business. 

Griffin sold three of its four 
seats on the CBOT recently. 

There has been criticism of 
the management of the London 
operation, which was unaware 
of the extent of Mr Park’s Ger- 
man futures market dealings 
until it was too late. 

One market source de- 
scribed the firm as having been 
“a shambles" since the depar- 
ture last year of Peggy Ogmek, 
who ran the office but decided 
to return to the US for person- 
al reasons. 

Investigators from the FSA 
wffl be keen to know how Mr Park 
was able to trade beyond his fi- 
nancial resources without the 
knowledge of his prime broken 

After being called in by 
Griffin on 22 December; Liffe, 
the London International Fu- 
tures and Options Exchange, 
sought to put together a 
lifeboat to take cm Griffin’s loss- 
making positions, as in (he last 
similar crisis when Drexel the 
American broker linked to 
Michael Milken, the junk bond 
king, collapsed. 

The Financial Services Au- 
thority may now have to look 
again at the rules governing 
segregated accounts in the 
light of the Griffin Affair Hie 
efient money held by Griffin was 
put in a single “omnibus'' ac- 
count which meant that money 
deposited by one client could 
readily be used to cover margin 
calls incurred by another client 

An FSA spokeswoman said: 
“This is the first time wears 
aware of any problems arising 
from the existence of omnibus 
accounts. But rules are not set 
in stone.” 


NEW YORK 


TRADING in US shares was 
extremely light yesterday ahead of 
the holiday weekend, with investors 
focusing firmly on today’s launch of 
the euro. In midday trading, the 
Dow Jones Industrial Average was 
down 0.6 per cent at 9,217. 
BankAmerica fell over 2 per cent, 
on fears that it will repot a fourth 
quarter loss due to its exposure to 
the hedge fund DE Shaw. 

After a rollercoaster yean the 
Dow is still 17 per cent ahead of 
this time last year The Nasdaq has 
rallied by over 38 per cent 


AROUND THE WORLD’S MARKETS 

SINGAPORE | ^—] MOSCOW 


STOCKS finished lower 

yesterday with most investors 
on foe sidelines ahead of the 
new year holiday. The Hang 
Seng Index slipped 0.7 per cent, 
to dose at 10.04&58. Over the 
year the index has fallen 6J per 
cent 

Analysis are expecting 
Hong Kong stocks to drift 
lower in the first and second 
quarters of next year, 
because of weak economic 
fundamentals and poor 
corporate earnings. 


THE STRAITS TIMES Index ended 
the year on a softer note yesterday, 
down 0.1 per cent at 1,393, a 7 per 
cent fall on the year. 

Dealers said the closing price, 
above the 1,400 psychological 
barrier, was significant “As long as 
it stayed above 1^50 by the dose of 
the year, we could see it at the l£00 
to 2,000 levels nextyeax;” said one 
analyst, who expects buying 
interest to emerge in the new yean 
Brilliant Manufacturing, the most 
actively traded stock, dosed down 
1 percent 


RUSSIAN SHARES were little 
changed for the eighth 
consecutive day, with the 
benchmark RTS index closing 
down 0.3 per cent a drop of over 
80 per cent for the year. 

Traders said the government 
needs to prove it can stabilise 
the macroeconomic situation, 
successfully restructure 
domestic debt, and pay interest 
on its Eurobond obligations. 
“People have written off Russia 
for the moment,” said one 
analyst. 


JOHANNESBURG 

WEAK NOVEMBER money supply 
figures saw South African shares 
drift slightly lower yesterday. By 
the dose of trading, the All Share 
Index had dipped 0.1 per cent to 
5.430, a 12 percent fall for the yean 
and 35 per cent down on the peak 
in April 1997. 

AngJogold, the mining company 
shed 2.8 per cent, as a result of a 
lacklustre bullion price, while bank 
shares slid after strong money- 
supply growth figures raised 
concerns that interest rate 
reductions might be delayed. 
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New year tips: Forecasters were wrong-footed by the events of 1998. This year could be just as tricky 


Telecoms was the name of the game 


IT’S RARE INDEED for a 
Footsie constituent to emerge 
as the best performing share of 
the year. Step forward Colt 
Telecom, which has comfort- 
ably out-dialled the rest of the 
stock market with an aston- 
ishing 500 per cent advance. 

Normally it is an obscure, 
tertiary share which claims 
top spot Last year it was 
Shield Diagnostic with a 410 per 
cent gain. 

But in some respects, Colt 
runs true to form. It may enjoy 
a £5.5bn capitalisation yet it is 
still a fledgling, bhie-sky oper- 
ation which is a long way from 
achieving anything quite so 
crude as a profit 

Still telecoms was the name 
of the investment game in 1998, 
and Colt's remarkable 
progress - it arrived at the 
equivalent of 67p nearly two 
years ago - is a dramatic ex- 
ample of the way telephony 


WINNERS AND 
LOSERS 



DEREK 

PAIN 


shares are currently adored on 
both sides of the Atlantic. 

Colt’s progress in the year 
was achieved despite its loss 
hi tting a new high - £32 .5m. 

Indeed losses are expected 
to increase. The consensus 
forecast for this year is £60m 
and the investment bouse BT 
AlexJBrown sees the deficit 
widening to £85m in the year 


2000. But unless the market 
has got its wires completely 
crossed, Colt which joined 
Footsie during the yeac should, 
be a sure-fire money-spinner; 
say those who should know. It 
will do this either by retaining 
its independence on more 
likely, being taken over at a 
fancy price. 

Energis, another fle dglin g 
telecom group which in the 

eyes of some analysts would be 
an ideal merger partner for the 
bigger Colt captured second 

place, up 422 per cent, in a year 

when Footsie scored a 15 per 
cent advance. 

It has had an even shorter 
market life than Colt haring 
been hived off from National 
Grid a year ago. And, like its 
bigger rival, it too has jet to 
scent the merest suggestion of 
making money, losing £62xn in 
the year to March. But analysts 
believe its profits charge may 


Even the experts 
look shaky in 
the turbulence 


THE PERFORMANCE of OUT 
fund managers’ tips last year 
shows that turbulent market 
conditions can catch out even the 
experts. Three of our fund man- 
agers recorded healthy gains 
and comfortably outperformed 
the index. But the other four suf- 
fered as concerns grew about 
weakening consumer spending 
and the risk of recession. 

Top of the pDe was Colin 
McLean at Scottish Vhlue Man- 
agement, who tipped British En- 
ergy. Shares in the nuclear 
generator soared by 62 per cent 
as investors sought the relative 
safety of power generation. A bot- 
tle of champagne to our winner 

Unfleven tipped by Vanessa 
James at Legal & General 
also did well with a 29 per cent 
gain as the market continued to 
warm to the re-shaping of the 
consumer foods group by Niall 
FitzGerald, chairman. 

First Choice Holidays, the 
selection of John Hatherty at 
M&G also did well Tipped at 
loop, the stock soared to I666p 
by the summer; helped by good 
figures and the £134m pur- 
chases of Unjjet and Hayes & 
Jarvis. Though fears over con- 
sumer spending dragged the 
stock off this peak, they showed 
a healthy gain by the year’s end 

At the other end of the scale, 
British Airways hit turbulence 
due to a slowdown in traffic and 
a dramatic fell in higher-margin 
business and dub dass feres as 
City banks and other frequent-fly- 
ers tightened purse strings. The 
much-mooted takeover of EMI 
failed to materialise, putting the 
shares in a spin, as the slowdown 
in CD sales continued. 


The fund 

MANAGERS 


recognise its strong forward 
earnings momentum, based 
mainly on rising coal imports 
through its efficient port facility 
on the Wfest coast of Scotland In 
addition, property development 
could yield substantial benefits. 
The balance sheet contains net 
cash and the business is strongly 
cash-generative. 

The shares do not deserve to 
stand on a discount of 20-30 per 
cent to their counterparts in the 
ports sub-sectoi; implying con- 
siderable upside potential 


ket just now because of the 
slowdown in spending and 
high-profile problems at M&S. 

I think Next is cheap on a 5.5 
per cent yield and ll times 
price/earnings multiple The 
yield is almost 1 per cent higher 
than you get on long gilts. Ex- 
pectations are low and the out- 
look could improve if interest 
rates fell below 5 per cent next 
yea z The stock market will an- 
ticipate a recovray in consumer 
spending when monetary policy 
is eased further The retail sec- 
tor could do well and Next could 
do even better if it sorts out its 
merchandising problems. 


Mike Grimble, Norwich 
Union. 

Tip: Airtours 384 p. 

AGAINST a background of a 
slowing UK economy, con- 
sumers are preferring to spend 
on holidays rather than making 
commitments to big ticket 
goods. Airtours has the advan- 
tage of a strong management 
team running a company with a 
good brand and a strong balance 
sheet The recent convertible 
bond placing offers the scope for 
further growth by acquisition fol- 
lowing successful moves in 
Scandinavia and the US. 

It is this broad geographical 
base which makes Airtours less 
reliant than its competitors on 
holiday demand in the UK 
Given its firm control of costs, 
Airtours should be able to gen- 
erate good earnings growth . Al- 
though the share price has been 
volatile over the last yean it 
stands at a discountof 20 percent 
to the market and is well placed 
to make up ground in 1999. 


Vanessa James, Legal 
& General 

Tip: MMT Computing 937Jjp 
SINCE MMT floated in 1983 it 
has generated annualised prof- 
its growth of 27 per cent It is 
involved in computer systems 
consultancy and software fa- 
cilities management The com- 
pany has a blue-chip client 
base in retail health and the 
financial sectors, often obtain- 
ing preferred-supplier status 
with its key clients. 

Currently MMT is benefiting 
from \fear 2000 millennium bug 
work and from preparations for 
tiie euro, but we are convinced 
that its established client base 
will provide sufficient projects to 
feel demand post this bubble 
The bulk of contracts are un- 
dertaken ona time and materi- 
als basis, reducing contractual 
risk, and are staffed fay MMT per- 
sonnel so producing higher 
margins than companies reliant 
on self-employed contractors. 

Earnings are expected to 
grow by 45 per cent in the year 
just gone, reducing to 22 per cent 
in 1999, yet this company is 
rated below the market MMT 
has been wrongly compared 
with the IT staffing companies, 
ignoring its greater viability of 
forward earnings. Also, it is a 
small company and has suf- 
fered with the derating in this 
area. Vfe believe 1999 should be 
the year to correct this. 


Colin McLean, Scottish 
Value Management. 

Tip: Shanks & McEwan 
210.5p. 

MY SHARE TIP for 1999 is a 
company that performed well in 
1998, despite a weak back- 
ground for medium-sized 
companies. The waste man- 
agement business Shanks & 
McEwan Group has made 
steady progress over the past 
three years, yet still remains 
substantially undervalued. 

It operates a range of waste 
collection and landfill activities. 
With a market capitalisation of 
£400m, it is now a substantial 
business, and bas recently 
moved into Europe. Utilities 
aiming to diversity have been 
buying into waste management, 
and recent takeover prices 
would value Shanks & McEwan 
substantially higher than its 
current share (nice. 


John Hatherty M&G 
Tip: Clydeport I96.5p 
A new management team is 
transforming Clydeport, the 
Gla^ow-based ports group. The 
market has already begun to 


Tbm Crombie, Scottish Eq- 
uitable. 

Tip: Next 494p. 

IT IS SURPRISING how many 
cheap stocks there are in the 
market just now. A private in- 
vestor can find many shares in 
unfashionable sectors with high 
yields and low P/Es. Of course, 
it is important to choose com- 
panies where profits are not 
going to disappear because of 
the economic slowdown or 
overseas competition. 

My choice for 1999 is Next 
It is a well-known, quality, high- 
street retailer of fashionable 
dothes. It made a mistake in 
its merchandising last year 
and sales and profits have suf- 
fered as a result Retailing is 
out of favour in the stock mar- 


Graham Wood, Standard 
Life Investments. 

Tip: Imperial Tobacco 644 p. 
THIS YEAR will be charac- 
terised by fears over econom- 
ic growth and possible price 
deflation as markets wait for in- 
terest rate cuts to take effect 
Imperial Tobacco is sub- 
stantially cheaper than the 
market average, both in yield 
and in P/E terms. Its earnings 
are forecast to show double- 
digit growth and this forecast 
should be resilient against a 
background where economic 
and (unfits growth forecasts are 
generalty being cut Has makes 
it an attractive stock for 1999. 


How they performed in 1 998 


British Energy 
Unilever 
First Choke 
EMI 

Wolseley 

Ockham Holdings* 
British Airways 
Average 
FT All Share 
FTSE 100 


Tipped at 
423p 
521p 

ioop.' 

508p 
.. 483p 
104.5p 
560p 


Price now 
. 667p 
674p 
122.5p 
402p 
. " '380p 
76.5p 
4 05. 25 p 


Gain/Loss 
+62 
+29 
+22.5 
-21 
. . jY 

-27 
-28 
+2 
+10.9 
+ 14.5 


ot^fth Decemba^® er Uoycfs underwriter New London Capital 


Robert Talbot Royal 
& SimAIlianee. 

Tip: BAA. 

THE EXTREMELY challenging 
background agains t which we 
expect companies to be oper- 
ating predicates our selection 
for 1999. We expect that infla- 
tion will sfayvery low and be ac- 
companied by a disappointing 
growth out-turn. 

BAA is rightly perceived as 
exhibiting a relatively defensive 
earnings stream, relating 
largely, as it does, to aircraft 
movements. While the global 
macroeconomic background 
next year is unlikely to be help- 
ful, we Still brieve in the longer- 
term dynamics of growth in air 
travel Even though BAA is 
still to some extent a regulat- 
ed business this is becoming 
less significant in group terms. 

The particular positive sur- 
prise that may emerge in the 
new year would be the delay in 
abolition of EU duty-free. While 
this would provide an added 
kicker to medium term valua- 
tions we remain comfortable 
that the company can build 
upon its recent relative gains, 
in what promises to be a diffi- 
cult investment environment 


occur rather more quickly than 
Colt’s with, perhaps, a modest 
return in the year 2000. 

Other telecoms buzzed. 
Orange, with a 164 per cent 
gain, and Telewest Commu- 
nications, 150 per cent just 
failed to get into the year’s top 
10. Even such a power as BT, 
on past form far too big ever to 
hit the winners table, joined 
the telephony party, with a 
near 90 per cent surge. 

Gresham Computing, a 
software group with an erratic 
record, slipped into the top 10 
at n umb er three. But some 
longtime shareholders have 
yet to get their money back In 
one of the earlier market com- 
puter surges the shares, on 
takeover and trading hopes, 
nudged 200p. 

Just to prove there is life in 
some of the battered and 
bruised engineers, Cammell 
Laird, once a famed Mersey- 
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side shipbuilder; captured 
fourth place 

FTbernet, with a national 
communications network, is 
another blue sky share; so is 
Phytopharm, seeking to pro- 
duce drugs from plants. 

Independent Energy, still 


below its best level is benefit- 
ing from the freeing up of the 
domestic electricity and gas 

mariwte and has anno unced its 

first profit 

The bottom 10 represents 
yet another collection of sad, 
fallen hopes. Cortecs is a drugs 


group which, like so many of 
the breed, was over-hyped with 
the shares topping 400p in 
1996. It’s been all downhill 
since then although there have 
been some encouraging 
progress reports. 

Cadoro is the Capolito 
Roma upmarket retailer which 
is struggling to make Its 
merger with what was once 
Owen & Robinson work. 

Ronson is also an upmarket 
group which has experienced 
a long, hard stock market win- 
ter. Once a brewer, it was 
drawn into luxury products 
and immediately ran into trou- 
ble. Victor Kiam, the man who 
liked a certain product so 
much, etc, etc, is now running 
the show and helping bankroll 
the group. The shares first ar- 
rived in the mid-1980s at 60p. 

Stentor appears among the 
losers, demonstrating that 
even when winners abound 


from a particular industry 
there are bound to be casual- 
ties. It is an Irish telecom 
share which, after flying high, 
came crashing down to earth 
as cash failed to match 
ambitions. 

Telespec, making advance 
telecom equipment, is anoth- 
er bucking an industry trend 
It warned results would be 
disappointing. Once again it is 
a case of hopes being dashed. 
In 1995 the group seemed to be 
capable of carrying all before 
it with the shares hitting 
l,045p. 

And just outside the bottom 
10 is a once proud name, Albeit 
Fisher. The food group is 
showing signs of getting its act 
together but the market has yet 
to be convinced that the 
company, 73p five years ago, 
has put all its bad old ways 
behind it The shares limp 
along at 5.5p. 









Class 6b at King Alfred’s School in London picked a portfolio of shares and gave some intriguing reasons for their choices 


Picking share winners is child’s play 


iBltrontc'. 
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Newcastle United 
Bodycote,. 

Groupe Chez Gerard 
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How she performed in 1 998 


Tipped at 

Price now 

%Gain/Los5 


602.5p • 

A. +36 

40p 

50p 

+25 

.2l37p; . 

2617p 

". -~..+22 

377p 

41 4p 

+10 

• 3Qp .. •> 

>:3U25p 

. +4 

94.5p 

97p 

+3 

. ; ,903.5p,_ 

•A 832,5p 

t8 

282 .5p 

222p 

-21 

‘ •- 445p 

; • ; 224 

• -50 

266.5p 

61.5p 

-69 


* ••• . .••• . 

'• • -4i8 

2411 

2673.9 

+ 10.9 

: 5135-5’ 

5882.6 

. +14,5 


• Adjusted for six-for-one share split 

■' Accepted 5 Op cash bid from Irish rival Sroneworth in May 


A YEAR AGO we asked Ellen 
Harrison, the five-and-a-half 
year old daughter of our Deputy 
Business and City Editor; to 
choose 10 stocks at random 
from our share price pages. 
This “alternative" method of 
stock selection resulted in one 
or two heatfy gains, but a couple 
of disappointments dragged 
the portfolio down to a 6 per 
cent fall on average. 

Best performer was Fil- 
tronic, which makes compo- 
nents for mobile phone base 
stations. The strength of the 
telecoms sector pushed the 
shares 36 per cent higher 

Problem stocks included 


Carpe bright, hit by weakening 
consumer spending, and Pep- 
tide Therapeutics, the biotech 
company which fell from favour 

This year we have opted for 
a slightly more sophisticated ap- 
proach than sticking a pin in the 
paper Hie class of 6b <10 and 11 
year olds) at King Alfred's 
School in London - which in- 
dudes the son of The Indepen- 
dent’s Business and City Editor 
- was asked to select a portfo- 
lio of 10 shares, giving reasons 
in each case. Here they are. 

Capital Radio, radio seems 
like a good business to be in. 
Ocean Group, liked the name. 
British Polythene Industries, 


because it has a good yield. 
British Steel likewise and be- 
cause it makes steeL Havelock 
Europa, no reason given. Unit- 
ed Biscuits, because people 
Kketoeattascuits.lfodafopeJje- 
cause tiie dass mistook the p/e 
for the yield, which at 60 is in- 
deed impressively high, but also 
because the mobile phone boom 
is expected to gather pace. Soco 
international a play on the oil 
price, which is expected to re- 
cover Independent Newspa- 
pers, because it publishes The 
Independent Stoves Group, 
no reason given but presumably 
to anticipate an upturn in spend- 
ing on household goods. 


No cure for summertime blues 


THE INDEPENDENT’S share 
tq>s for 1998 bear the scars that 
afflicted tiie whole market 
Though tiie FTSE 100 eventu- 
ally raflied after its summertime 
blues to show a 1425 pa* cent 
gain, the recovery was based on 
tiie rampant performance of 
one or two star sectors which 
skewed the whole index. 

Most of our tips were from 
outside the blue chips, where 
stocks remained unloved. There 
were some notable exceptions, 
however WS Atkins, the engi- 
neering and consulting group, 
finished the year strongly after 
calling off merger talks with 
P&O’s Boris Homes subsidiary. 
Chorion, the former Trocadero 
group, also tootled along merrily 
after picking up the rights to the 
Noddy and Big Ears books. And 
Euro tunnel, that perennial 
underachiever; turned in a 
solid performance on the back 
of improving passenger figures 
and its first “profit" following a 
debt restructuring. 

At tiie bottom of the league, 
Damans, tbe nursing home com- 
pany looked sickly. Northern 
Leisure the n i ffitxA i h s o per a t e s; 
called off takeover talks in the 
spring and the downturn in con- 
sumer spending hit it hard. 

But the logic of some of the 
tips remains intact Readers 
who bought BSkyB should 
hang on as the sfaxi still looks 
under-valued. And BTR was 


Our staff 
tips 


tipped on the baas that if things 
continued to slide it would fell 
to a takeover. It did, but the 
merger with Siebe only 
emerged after the stock had 

fallen further than expected. 

This year is likely to be 
difficult. Growth stocks will be 

few and far between as fear per- 
sists about weak consumer 
spending, price deflation and 
weak economic growth. For 
that reason the best course of 
action when considering FTSE 
100 stocks, is to lookfor recov- 
ery potential 

For that reason we like tbe 
look of Bass (881 -5p>. Shares in 
Britain’s biggest brewer are 
well below their peak of H75p 

in the spring. It has been hit by 
fears over consumer spending 

but its purchase of Interconti- 
nental Hotels offers more bal- 
ance and its portfolio of drink 

and pub brands such as All Bar 

One, is among tbe strongest 
In retailing, the super- 
markets look undervalued and 
Asda (16L5p) is trading at a dis- 
count to the sector The shares 
are around 30 per cent lower 
than their 1998 peak. 

Barclays Bank U296p) may 
be worth a punt after its recent 

woes. Despite Martin Taylor’s 


surprise exit from the chief ex- 
ecutive’s hot seat a couple of 
months ago, the basic high- 
street banking business re- 
mains in good shape. Tbe 
shares have rebounded from 
their 838p level in October but 
are still well down on their 

I946p peak and trading at a con- 
siderable discount to rivals. 

Outside Footsie, another re- 
covery stock is QmrchlD China 
(87.5p), tbe specialist manufac- 
turer of tableware. The strength 
of sterling has depressed export 
prices, and the Asian crisis 

wiped out sales in Korea and the 

Pacific Run, wb3e frustrated ex- 
ports have depressed prices on 
the home market But the com- 
pany is ungeared and its tech- 
nical problems have been 
virtually solved. 


Seton Scholl Healthcare 
C8375pilooks like a safe bet The 
group, formed by merger of 
Scholl the maker of the famous 
medical sandals, and Seton. 
the over-the-counter drug spe- 
cialist is one of the leading 
healthcare players in the UK 
and continental Europe. Those 
two markets are expected to 
buck the gloomy economic out- 
look and grow by around 8-10 
per cent for the next fewyears. 

Hanson (477hp)is a solid 
rock in the crumbling building 
materials sector. Unlike its un- 
fended peers, the rump of Lord 
Hanson's empire is less vul- 
nerable to the UK economic 
slump. After an aggressive 
spending spree on bolt-on buys, 
over half of Hanson's profits 
come from the US, which is on 


How they performed in 1998 
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BSkyB 
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Tipped at 

Price now 

%Galn/Loss 

363. 5p 

. 497. Sp 

+37 

17.5p 

21. 5p 

+23 

60. 5p 

72.5p 

+20 

530.5p 

547.5p 

+ 3 

. 325.5p 

322.5p 

-1 

46Sp 

456. 5p 

-2 

439p 

319p 

-27 

189p 

124p 

-34 

204p 

10G.5p 

-48 

loop 

37. 5p 
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-9 

2411 

2673.9 

+ 10.9 

5135.5 

5882.6 

+ 14.5 


* Changed Its name from Trocadero during die year 
*• After one-for-forty share consolidation 


the verge of a boom th anks to 
a $2i6bn government road- 
building programme. 

Support services could do 
well thisyear as contracting-out 
is more popular in downturns. 
Skills Group (18L5p>, is shift- 
ing from low-margin distribu- 
tion to more lucrative computer 
services, but has yet to reap tiie 
benefits in share price terms. 
The group has net cash of £33m 
to fond bolt-on acquisitions and 
with a forward multiple of just 
12, a rerating looks overdue. 

DCC <520p), the Irish in- 
dustrial holding company, has 
an odd mix of businesses in 
healthcare, food, energy and 
computer distribution. But it 
has proved a successful com- 
bination and its ’localisation” 
business, which adapts com- 
puter software for European 
and Asian markets, is booming. 
Analysts are impressed with 
the company's progressive 
management, and good acqui- 
sition record. 

For a play on the explosive 
growth potential of the Internet, 
investors with strong stomachs 
should have a look at Zergo. 
Two weeks ago the firm became 
the world's second-largest sup- 
plier of security software, which 
allows people to trade safety on 
the Internet, when it merged 
with its Irish rival Baltimore, in 
a £35m deal. Not for widows and 
orphans, but worth a punt 
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What the markets will do in 1999 


THE MOST surprising thing about 
stock markets last year was their 
resilience. Taking as a benchmark 
the performance of Wall Street, 
which was mirrored in subdued 
form by London, equities defied the 
bearish predictions that littered 
the pages of the financial press at 
the turn of die yean or at least, 
many of the market leaders did. 

Personally, I advised readers to 
be waxy ofWall Street and not to ex- 
pect miracles from London. I can- 
not claim this was entirely sound 
advice, though my judgement on 
Japan - avoid like the plague - 
proved as percipient as even De- 
spite the warnings of economic 
slowdown from the Par East, the 
Dow Jones Industrial Average 
raced away, hitting an all-time peak 
on 17 July of 9380.2, up a stagger- 
ing 18 per cent on its level at the 
start of the year 

Nor did this turn out to be the 
last desperate gasp of the bull mar- 
ket. There was a crash, sure 
enough, but it bottomed out at a 
h ig h er level, and much sooner; 
than most of us would have pre- 



JEREMY 

Warner 


dieted. The Dow is now back at 
dose to its peak. If this recovery is 
sustained - and that's still a big “if” 
- then what happened in the late 
summez/early autumn wfll go down 
in history as the shortest bear 
market even 

We are becoming, I guess, quite 

used to this phenomenon. The mar- 
ket crashed, then promptly un- 
crashed, at about the same time in 
1997 too. On both occasions what 
rescued markets in the US was the 
extraord in ary optimism and nerve 
of small private investors. Over 


the years, they have learned that it 
pays to buy on the dips. The con- 
trary strategy, which is played out 
in a sustained bear market, of 
selling into die rallies, just failed to 
materialise. 

Even so, with valuations at their 
present heady levels, the dangers 
of the buy-on-the-dips approach 
are increasingly apparent The pic- 
ture is very mixed, of course, with 
the apparently insane valuations 
put on Internet and hi-tech stocks 
quite out of kilter with the more 
reasonable ratings afforded to com- 
panies in traditional industries. 

But the overall impression is still 
a very challenging one. Wall Street 
has staged its recovery despite 
growing signs not only of a slowing 
economy but, perhaps more im- 
portantly, of much more pedestri- 
an corporate earnings growth. 

These valuations may have 
looked reasonable while analysts 
were continuing to predict double- 
digit earnings growth into the 
medium-term future, but hardly 
anyone is doing that any longer. 
Here in Britain, corporate earnings 


are unlikely to rise at all this year 
- they may even falL 

Perhaps as worrying for US val- 
uations, the savings ratio - that is 
the amount people save out of in- 
come - has fallen close to zero. 
There is growing evidence that 
the wealth effect of the bun market 
has helped sustain the US's con- 
sumer and economic boom. Since 
people expect their savings to grow 
with the stock market they have 
begun to believe they can spend 
more and save less as welL Obvi- 
ously, this cannot go on for ever. 

In the end, however, shares, like 
all assets, are worth wbat people are 
prepared to pay for them. If investors 
will happily fork out much higher 
prices than they used to, so be it Any 
setback in prices is regarded as a 
buying opportunity. The sixty four 
thousand dollar question is for how 
much longer this can continue. 

My own guess is that it will be for 
a little bit longer yet If stock mar- 
kets can survive what was thrown 
at them last year without plunging 
into the abyss, then they certainly 
ought to be able to weather what- 


ever shocks the world economy has 
in store for them this time round 
too. Of these, the most immediate 
threat comes from Brazil and the 
rest of Latin America. A meltdown 
there might have a far more dam- 
aging direct effect on the US econ- 
omy than tiie Ear East, since the 
region is also a more important 
trading partner. 

However; I suspect that the psy- 
chological impact on markets - 
the contagion effect - will be less 
severe, if only because markets are 
now used to these shocks and have 
to some extent already discounted 
them. They have also become ac- 
customed to the idea that if things 
get really rocky, central bankers will 
ride to the rescue. 

Interest rates have been cut 
sharply across the Western world 
Since the autumn finannial Prisas hit 
And when the excesses of Long- 
Term Capital Management threat- 
ened general systemic damage, 
the US Eaderal Reserve organised 
a rescue. Investors can hardly be 
blamed for thinking that there is an 
effective safety net, however much 


central bankers protest that this is 
not the intention. 

There are plenty of other reasons 
for thinking we are not yet in a sus- 
tained bear phase. The amount of 
merger activity remains high, both 
in the US and Europe, and share 
buybacks show no sign of a let-up, 
further swelling the pool of cash 
looking for a good investment home. 
With emerging markets and Japan 
now no-go areas for Western in- 
vestors, where else but their own 
stock markets can they look? 

All these factors are under- 
pinned by the continued strength Of 
Western bond markets. Falling in- 
flation, shading into price deflation, 
means that the immediate outlook 
is for ever-cheaper money. Hus in 
turn makes equities look cheap in 
relative terms, always assuming, of 
course, that the traditional rela- 
tionship between bond and equity 
yields is broadly maintained. 

Rirthermore, it is a mistake to 
judge equities as a whole by what 
is going on among the market 
leaders. The FTSE 100 index fin- 
ished the year up nearly 15 per cent 


but the next largest 250 companies, 
as represented by the FTSE mid 
cap index, on average barely rose 
at aL As for the small cap and fledg- 
ling indices, they closed a fair bit 
lower And even within the FTSE 
100, the picture was very mixed. 

In short, the making s of the sort 
of radical shift in investor psychol- 
ogy that might cause western 
equity markets to go into sharp de- 
cline just don't seem to be there 
right now. That's not to say I think 
Wall Street and London rip-roaring 
buys. Fd be amazed if these mar- 
ksets record double ffgit growth this 
yean With the euro launch provid- 
ing a following wind, I suspect the 
best value will be had on the Con- 
tinent, and particularly from EYank- 
furt and Paris. 

My advice on Japan is the same 
as it has been for some years now. 
Don’t be beguiled by those who in- 
sist that after a 10-year bear market, 
TOkyo is on the verge of revival, fi- 
liations in Japan are still far higher 
than the US and Europe, while eco- 
nomically the country is in much 
worse shape. Need I say more? 
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£900m bill for 
bad weather 


THE STORMS which battered 
Scotland, Northern England 
and Ireland over Christmas 
made 1998 the worst year for had 
weather claims snee 1990, when 
insurance claims topped £2bn. 

The total bill for the year just 
ended is likely to be between 
£800m and £900m, according to 
the Association of British In- 
surers. This compares with 
claims ran g in g from £300m to 
£500m in an average year. 

The latest storms wfll give 
rise to a large number of indi- 
vidual claims for structural 
damage, insurers say. But most 
individual rlahns will be less 
than £500 and the total bill for 
the industry could well be less 
than £20 nx, compared with the 
widespread damage caused by 
the January 1 998 stonns, which 
cost over £200m, and again by 
the floods last Easter and in Oc- 
tober; both of which presented 
insurance companies with balls 
in excess of ElOOm. 

Mortgage lenders normally 
insist that all properties are 


By Clifford german 

surveyed and adequately in- 
sured, and insurance values are 
increased each year to take ac- 
count of the impact of inflation 
on rebufldmg costs. Hie prop- 
erties that are most at risk of 
being under-insured are those 
where the mortgage has been 
paid off or was taken out years 
ago, before properly values 
began to escalate. 

Many homes are still under- 
insured for contents, however; 
mainly because owners forget 
to adjust their cover when they 
buy new items for their homes, 
and one in four homes still 
have no contents cover at afl. 

Homeowners can obtain a 
free fact sheet on how to cal- 
culate rebuilding costs ac- 
cording to the age, size, location 
and type of property, and a 
guide to valuing the typical 
contents of individual rooms, by 
writing to the ABI at 51 
Gresham Street; London EC2V 
7HQ enclosing an sae. 


Takeover reaps 
£27m tax boost 


.RESIDENTIAL property com- 
#pany Gander Holdings yester- 
day said that it had agreed to 
be taken over by Anagen, a 
shell company, in a deal which 
will reap tax advantages of 
over £2 7m, writes Simon 
Duke. 

Anagen, a now-defunct 
biotechnology company, has 
applied for a listing on the 
London Stock Exchange, and 
will offer 512 million new 
shares to Gander stockholders 
on a ooe-for-one basis. The 
offer will lead to a capital gains 
loss of £27m for the new enti- 
ty, to be named Gander Prop- 
erties, which will then be used 
to write off fixture taxable gains 
on property sales. 

The deal is expected to be 


completed by the end of Janu- 
ary, when the present board of 
Anagen, who wfll retain 2J1 per 
cent afthe new shares, will step 
down in favour of Gander’s 
present management. 

Gander, whose speciality is 
developing residential proper- 
ties in Kensington and Chelsea, 
London, which it either sells or 
rents out, has a market capi- 
talisation of around £35m at 
Wednesday’s closing price of 
6.75p, just over half of the net 
value of its properly portfolio. 

In October Gander said that 
it expected to report losses in 
the years to January 1999 and 
2000, as a result of the Sep- 
tember acquisition of Barras- 
ford Holdings, a loss-making 
property company. 


IN BRIEF 

Oil prices finish the year 
showing a 40% slide 

OIL PRICES limped sideways yesterday to finish the year 

40 percent lower than they started as the market stoops 
under a global supply g* ut - Brent, the world benchmark, 
was worth just $10.53 a barrel at the dose, unchanged on 
the day and over $6 lower than in eariy January after one 
of the steepest price slides on record. An average of $13.34 
a barrel in 1998 is the lowest annual level since 1976. 

Littieciiild backs BNFL 

PROFESSOR STEPHEN uTTLECHILD, the dfrectar-genp- 
.i Offer has backed proposals 


to allow BNFL access to me own™-*—*-™- 

necton turning down ScottishPower’s request to mere 
the whole of the connector’s capacity. However; he did not 

make a tkdsion on National Power’s request for access, 

citing la c k of information. 

Zeneca settlement investigated 

THE US Justice Department isreportedly studying 
whether a legal settlement in which Zeneca gave Barr 
r . AietrfenHnn rights for a generic version 


oritstamoxnen Drcaai w*** “ -** — — r T7° 

which has the US latent on teramfen raffl 2002. 
sued Barr in 199S after the firm apphed to sen generic 
tamaS claiming Zeneca’s 
InvfMsHsators are said to be looking at whether the 
Sfitart competition by shuttmg out other firms. 

*, PowerGen takes £50bn India stake 

POWERGEN has paid £3 J57bo rupees CfiSObn) for- a i«per 
I . . . tu vnc9 nooRT nroiect in Uttar Pradesh m 


to PowerGen India’s gen^al mana^ 
is being set up atacost of 243ta rupees. 


SALE SALE SALE SALE 

WON NOWON NOWON NOWON NOW ON NOWON NOW ON NOWON NOWON NOWON NOW ON NOWON NOW Ol 


Pay Nothing until 


w*m. . 

m ’ 




lllll 


- ' 





366 


Our 366-2 Family PCH- 
package includes this 
high performance 
366MHz PC system 
with massive 10Gb 
hard disk plus the 
best 3D graphics and 
sound, and comes 
complete with printer, 
scanner, office suite 
and much more for 
just £896 +VAT. 
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8Mb 


Buy now at Sale 
prices and Pay 
Nothing until the 
Year 2000, on our 

No Deposit, 
Interest 
Free Option! 
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All 7 Items for Just 



£ 1052 -£ 

Famfty PC+ Previous Price El 491. 08 


Powerful 366-2 3D Computer 


366MHz AMD K6-2 3D Processor • 10.1Gb hard disk • 64Mb SDRAM 
• 8Mb ATI 3D AGPx2 Graphics • 3D Nowl Technology • SoundBlaster 
64v 3D PCI WavetaHe sound • 32 speed CD-ROM drive (DVD drive on 
DVD models) • 15" digital colour screen ■ 512K cache » Plus 56K PCI 
modem (see details below) • AN standard features including Windows 98, 
Keyboard, Mouse, VldBO trainer, Recovery disk & Antivirus • Alt software 
Backup CDs included • Fully Win98 & Year 2000 Compliant 

DVD t28Mb Model: Indudes 128Mb SCRAM and 4x DVD System £999 +VAT = E1173.B3. 

GT Models: Include Epson 440 printer and adra software £49 4-VAT = £57.58 extra. 

Product codes: 368-2 15*: 046. GT048, DVD 030, DVD GT 032. 



Epson Stylus 300 
colour inkjet printer 
(RRP £119). 

Choice of 





PLUS 


full office 
suite 
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PLUS 


Over E400 of 

extra software 

mdutfing RAC 
RaSy&P&dofi 
accounts 
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PLUS 


IBM VaVtKce 

Executive speech 
recognition software 
included (Microphone 
at extra cost.) 
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Open Late Everyday 


LONDON Ifaktetona CMnrsfonl Bolton 
(H25) AREA IflkxiKcynes Cotetnsfcr Chester 
Brentwood Northampton Harim Urapool 
Bronfcy Newbury Ipswich Manchester 
Canary Wtaf Ortwt KhgsLym OkOm 
q* kUb Peterborough Nonrich Preston 
Dagenham ftx *’ idUKH saflorf 
Epsom Portsmouth Aylesbury Stortpo 
Uqh, fed* Bantu* Utantagl 

OU Kent Rd. Slough BBiringhani Wgw 
Park Royal Carmoch YORKS 

PfccadOy Southampt on Coventry BoOori 

EX **mos 

Tottenham . HS 

VfeUonl WEST AMD rtmwgdon lBKte 
WtetanteoiB S. WEST Lptasster stalBsId 
SOUTH A Sfisat SSSL- IWr 

S. EAST Chetartwn NORTH 

BMteamoka Eateer EAST 


SaBortl 

StockDort 

Wantegton 


EkatSotd 

HuddetdleU 

Kfl 


56Kvolce/fax/dala 
modem wtth Manat/ 
e^nafl trid end 
Supervoice anwermachine 
(RHP £88) 


Photo models wti 

h — - 

superb colour 
digital camera 

r ,c 

(RHP £239) are | 

f 

only ES9+VAT 

1 fr -riS' ;iai 

=> £11633 extra 



Newcastle 

MhUbsteaigh 

SCOTLAND 

Aberdeen 

EcBnburgh 
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The award winning PC manufacturer 
that's the UK's largest PC retailer 


TlfTlE 


we’re on your side 


Ortierjicw. tto need to save - 


' PjyiUUIltS UnBJamiay 2000 


I APR 

f YEARS' 


. soaui 

Baatngstefca Ure ter Rmm. EAST 

Bada * S ’ ■te™* ^ 

Brighton Hynw* Teftrd mm 

oSgtard Jp*" 

nj.-Ljmii’-" - Wbrcaster Carfih Abeio 

3KT EAST ^ “ 

Hays ANGLIA NORTH ^ 

Horehao BasHon WEST BSJ 

Kettering Badord Btechbum Bdfes 

Luton Cambridge Btedptm DubBn 

Time stores now open in. 

MakSslone, Dublin, Aberdeen, and 
Staples Comer (London) 


120 stores nationwide 

For nearest store details 

Freephone 

0800 

316 2 317 

Information Lines open 10am to 3pm everday 


* ' Died (xdeRdKnfe; Bre^tH^he 

080Q77t1d7 

; rOpitia Motvfri BvSOan^Spm, 9a^5pra, 

. ' Stm &^Bank Rofldays lOam^pra 

‘ \ IWer edtendW to 6lft January - 




Sand no rnonav now, kg VAT oricM rarturia eontter ririlvgnr criaroB which varies with ctesanailon: Lflt rratoiaTd (aKKidtog Sccfllsh Hgttands) b £25 ■» VAT ° C2&38. Piteea, spotificteiana and cAara are arb^t* m chango. wa^abtey and » per condtkira d sde. roges tnm rimfl Conputec r 
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SPORT 


The year ahead: Chelsea for the title; England to win the World Cup? Independent writers play the prediction game 

. . . and here are the headlines for 1999 


FOOTBALL 


BY GLENN MOORE 

HAVING BEEN the final champions 
of the 19th century, and the first of 
this, Aston Villa hope to achieve a 
remarkable treble in May with the 
closing title of the millennium. 
Resilient with a touch of flair and 
overwhelmingly English, the mod- 
ern Villa would be worthy winners, 
but they face far more exotic com- 
petition than their illustrious pre- 
decessors. 

Manchester United, Arsenal and 
Chelsea (known in 1900 as Newton 
Heath, Woolwich Arsenal or in 
Chelsea's case, yet to be formed) are 
the main challengers, with Chelsea, 
in particular having just a smatter- 
ing of Englishmen. But they have 
already disproved the old xenopho- 
bic cliches about foreign 
players fading in 
winter and caus- 
ing disruption in 
the dressing-room 
and, with Manches- 
ter United distracted 
by Europe - probably 
in vain again - and Ar- 
senal short of goals, this 
could be Chelsea's year 

Much may depend on 
how quickly, and how 
well, Gustavo Poyet, a 
prospective footballer of 
the year, recovers from in- 
jury but Chelsea have al- 
ready shown they have 
strength in depth. Lazio, how- 
even may deny them a Euro- 
pean Cup-Winners’ Cup double. 

The usual contenders will 
be in the frame for the FA Cup. 
with Liverpool and Tottenham 
joining the aforementioned quar- 
tet Middlesbrough, West Ham and 
Leeds are prospective dark horses. 
Spurs, blending the cup-fighting 
traditions of both club and manag- 
er; may emerge the winners. 

in the Worthington Cup, it would 
ye nice to see Joe Kfonear finally 
aarn reward for his efforts at Wim- 
oledon. Spurs bar the way in the 
semi-final, Sunderland or Leicester 
in the final 

Sunderland would be amply com- 
pensated with the First Division 
championship. Birmingham should 
go up with them while an East 
Anglian derby would make a fitting 
play-off final 

The promoted trio's task is 
likely to be underlined by the rapid 
return of Nottingham Forest and 
Charlton Athletic, with Coventry 
or Southampton going down with 
them. North of the border. Rangers 
should hold off Kilmarnock's brave 
challenge. 


RUGBY UNION 


By Chris HJewett 

ACCORDING TO proponents of the 
more apocalyptic religious faiths, we 
will all be dead by the end of 1999. 
On the basis that they may con- 
ceivably have to wait a very long time 
- an eternity, indeed - for another 
shot at the golden pot, it would be 
as well for England to win the World 
Cup at the next available opportu- 
nity, which just happens to present 
.tself this coming autumn. Can they 
succeed? Yes, they can. Will they suc- 
ceed? Er probably not 

The suspicion must be that Clive 
Woodward’s side will require too 
many big performances - more than 
one, "that is - in too tight a timespan 
to go the whole hog. New Zealand 
and those notable non-pushovers 
rom Italy are already confirmed as 
xk>1 opponents and Tonga also enter 
ibe English equation i£ as expected, 
they win the qualifying repechage. It 
is. without question, the most com- 
petitive of the groups and the dam- 
age it causes will probably leave 
iither South Africa or Australia 
aughing all the way to the title. 

On the fece of it, England ought 
:o find the final Five Nations’ 
Championship much more to their 
liking, if only because the French 
mist travel to Twickenham. How- 
ever. there is a very real prospect of 
i seriously combative tournament 
his time around. Wales, Scotland 
ind Ireland all had their moments 
against the Springboks recently and 
f they are still too dependant on the 
‘if only" theory of rugby to lend 
egitimacy to talk of a Celtic renais- 
sance, they are not beyond upsetting 
i few applecarts. The Irish wel- 
.*ome both England and France to 
L^ansdowne Road, so hold on to 
our hats. 

Leicester will never have a bet- 
er chance of winning the Premier- 
ship; neither Northampton nor 
Newcastle possess sufficient all- 
ound pace to sustain a challenge 
ntO April and May and although the 
hree big London powers - Wasps, 
Saracens and Harlequins - are com- 
ortably (prick enough, the Cup is a 
none realistic target for each. 


BY ANDY FARRELL 



CRICKET 


By Derek Pringle 

THE 1999 season will be the last be- 
fore a two-divisional Championship 
attempts to take English cricket 
into the new millennium. The World 
Cup, cricket's prestigious four-year- 
ly competition will also be held, al- 
beit in May. when English pitches are 
at their most xenophobic. 

After the World Cup, New Zealand 
tour here, while, later in the year; 
England travel to South Africa for a 
five-Test series. 

Predicting what might happen, 
particularly where England are con- 
cerned, is always a hazardous busi- 
ness, but here goes. 

Alec Stewart sees the millennium 
out as England captain. Michael 
Atherton is dropped from the team, 
then comes bade to open the batting 
against Allan Donald for the Jo- 
hannesburg Test. Selectors cite 
“horses for courses" as the reason 
for his comeback. 

England's run in the World Cup 
is ended by South Africa, who lose 
to Australia in the &naL Kenya man- 
age to beat two Test-playing coun- 
tries in the opening rounds. 

Lord MacLaurin opens the first 
supermarket on a ground formerly 
used for first-class cricket Mean- 
while, Bryan Young, New Zealand’s 
opening batsman, ensures the first 
over of the summer's Test series is 
a maiden. 

Leicestershire win their third 
Championship in four years. In the 
headlong rush to finish in the top di- 
vision, 12 counties are docked 25 
points each for sub-standard pitch- 
es. Harry Brind, the England and 
Wales Cricket Board’s pitch inspec- 
tor, ieams to pilot his own heli- 
copter; such is his workload. 

In a bid to make lady members 
feel at home, the MCC brings in a 
bulk consignment of pink toilet 
paper. Unfortunately, no loos have 
been buflt to accommodate it, and the 
surplus is used by grounds taff to mop 
up the ground after the hover-cover 
runs amok down St John's Wood 
High Street 


BOXI NG 


BY KEN JONES 


IF MIKE TYSOFTS return to the ring 
against Franz Botha in Las Vegas 
on the 16th of this month dominates 
the boxing calendar: it cannot divert 
all attention from a contest be- 
tween Evander Holvfield and 
Lennox Lewis to unify the heavy- 
weight championship. 

Scheduled for 13 March, appro- 
priately at boxing's most famous 
arena, Madison Square Garden in 
New York, it will be the sport's 
biggest event there since March 
1971, when Joe Frazier and Muham- 
mad All squared up for the undis- 
puted heavyweight title. 

Various imponderables, howev- 
er; make it unlikely that either man 
will have an edge in the betting 
when they are summoned to their 
corners. 

Holyfieid, who is putting up the 
World Boxing Association and In- 
ternational Boxing Federation belts 
against that of the World Boxing 
Council held by Lewis, must run an 
increasing risk with the erosion of 
time. 

Lewis is the heavier puncher but 
none the less, doubts exist about his 
ability to overcome Holyfield’s su- 
perior technique and handle the 
rough in-fighting that caused Tyson 
to lose his head and his boxing li- 
cence. 

Unification of the heavyweight 
championship, however temporar- 
ily wifi restore some sense to a sport 
beset by a ludicrous proliferation of 
international bodies and often 
phoney titles. 

Tyson’s reappearance after a 
15-month suspension imposed by 
the Nevada State Commission for 
biting a chunk out of Holyfieid 's 
right ear is more of an event than 
a contest 

Botha is a cut above the hapless 
ftter McNeeley. who was served up 
to the former champion after his pa- 
role following three years in prison 
on a rape conviction, but unless 
Tyson is completely shot it ought to 
be a difficult task for him. 


MOTOR RACING 


BY DERICK ALLSOP 

FORMULA ONE fans were parted 
from their sport demanding more of 
the same next season and the 
chances are they will be obliged. 

The jostling for position in the 
pack could be just as intriguing and 
Jordan, having muscled past Benet- 
ton, are intent on challenging 
Williams for third place in the con- 
structors’ standings. It seems like- 
ly however that McLaren, Mercedes 
and Ferrari will again corner the 
main event The Italians are even 
more anxious to acclaim their first 
champion since 1979 after Michael 
Schumacher's latest near miss. 

David Coultbard is no less 
determined to stake a claim tins 
time, following the success of his 
McLaren team-mate, Mika Hakki- 
nen. The Scot must reckon a fulfilled 
Hakkinen will have difficulty moti- 
vating himself to the same extent 
Coulthard may also feel he is enti- 
tled to a little pay-back in recogni- 
tion of his selfless support in 1998. 

That would leave him with the 
small matter of fending off Schu- 
macher and if the Ferrari is im- 
proved to near enough the standard 
of Ihe McLaren, then Coulthard will 
be confronting a monumental task. 

Schumacher remains the pre- 
eminent driver in grand prix racing. 
Fbr the past two seasons he has been 
the saviour of Formula One, push- 
ing superior cars to the wire. His 
third tide Is overdue. 


YOU DO not need to be Nos- 
tradamus to appreciate that Com- 
mander Collins is unlikely to see 
out the trip in the Derby in June, 
even though he is currently no bet- 
ter than 8-lto win the premier Clas- 
sic His dam won the Breeders* Cup 
Sprint and his close relative 
Colonel Collins clearly did not stay 
when third to Erhaab in the Derby 
of 1994 

Yet a Classic could still come his 


TENNIS 


by John Roberts 

PROVIDED TIM HENMAN and Greg 
Rusedski are fit healthy and in 
good form, Britain ought to give the 
United States a keen contest in the 
first round of the Davis Cup World 
Group at Birmingham's National 
Indoor Arena at Easter. 

David LJoyd. Britain's captain, 
goes into the New Year knowing he 
can rely on the support of his two 
leading players, while his American 
counterpart, Tom Gullikson, has to 
plan without Pete Sampras, the 
world No l, if not Andre Agassi, the 
world No 6. 

However, there is no depth to 
Lloyd's squad, whereas Gullikson 
can call on the experience of Todd 
Martin and the vitality of Jan- 
Michael Gambill even before delving 
for other options, such as Vince 
Spadea, Justin Gixnelstob and - 
dare we say it - Jeff Tarango. 

If Britain win. the second round 
will bring a journey to Australia or 
Zimbabwe, on 16-18 July. 

Individually, Henman and Ru- 
sedski are determined to challenge 
Sampras for the No 1 position and 
to win a Grand Slam singles title. 
Sampras, with 1 1 Grand Slam singles 
titles to his name, seeks two more 
to overtake the record held by Aus- 
tralia’s Roy Emerson. 

Steffi Graf, 30 next June, contin- 
ues her latest comeback from injury 

Prediction: Rusedski to win the 
Wimbledon men's singles title. 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


BY Dave Hadfield 

IT HAS been said it before and might 
have to be said again, but this really 
should be the season when Leeds 
make the breakthrough. It is long 
enough since the club won major 
honours to make Manchester City’s 
wait for a winning team look like a 
brief depression, but Leeds now 
look ready. 

They had the measure of Wigan 
in the regular season last time and 
only lost out to their great rivals' 
superior know-how in the play-offs. 
They were oustandingly well 
coached and their players will have 
learnt a great deal from their near 
miss in 1998. 

On top of a couple of key signings 
to strengthen their squad in Lee 
Jackson and Karl Pratt Leeds have 
the best under-l9s in the game. 
Throw in a bigger contribution from 
Barrie McDermott and the 
resources available to Graham Mur- 
ray start to look formidable. 

Against that Wigan, still Leeds' 
logical stumbling block, look a little 
thin in some positions. Considering 
how little there was between the two 
sides last season, the balance could 
tilt sufficiently this time. 

So there you have it: Leeds to win 
Super League, pursued by Wigan, St 
Helens and Bradford. Gateshead to 
be respectable, but Wakefield to 
flounder; and do not expect Sheffield 
Eagles to give up the Challenge Cup 
without an almighty fight 


RACING 


by Gbeg wood 


way this year, particularly if there 
is some cut in the ground at New- 
market on 2,000 Guineas day. Sim- 
ilar conditions proved ideal in the 
Racing Post TYophy in October, 
and all the best judges reckoned he 
would improve significantly from 
two to three. 

Nor will there be any need to 
consult runes or tea leaves for 


news of his well-being, since, unlike 
the Godolphin string, he is 
prepared in Britain for owners 
who like a bet. The ante-post mar- 
ket will reflect his health as reliably 
as a blood test. 

Although be ran in Robert Sang 
steris blue-and-green silks last 
season. Commander Collins is now 
part-owned by John Magnier, 
which probably kept him from the 
clutches of Sheikh Mohammed's 


TO SAN DIEGO in February for the 
inaugural World Matchplay Champ- 
ionship, where Nick Faldo, as the 
64tb player on the rankings, will 
scrape into the tournament and the 
beat world No L Tiger Woods, in the 
opening round. But Lee Westwood 
will continue bis winning spree by 
taking his biggest title to date. 

Augusta, April, and that rite of 
spring that is the US Masters. Woods 

wfflredaim what is ogfatfoDy his with 

another overpowering performance 
on Bobby Jones’ masterpiece. In an 
emotional finale. Seve Ballesteros 
wins for the first time in four years 
at the PGA Championship, on his 
beloved West Course at Wentworth. 

More turning back the 
clock at the US 
Open in June at the 
fabled Ptoehurst No 
2 course, where 
Faldo wins his sev- 
enth major after an 
18-hole play-off with 
David DuvaL A month 
later; Ernie Els battles 
Jose-Maria Olazahal for 
the 128th Open Champi- 
onship at Carnoustie, be- 
fore the South African 
takes the title for the first 
time and his third major. 

In Chicago in August 
the long wait finally ends for 
Colin Montgomerie at the 
US Open-style Medinah. 
America continue to mess up 
the foursomes and fourballs 
at Brookline in September; but 
overwhelm Europe in the sin- 
gles to win the Ryder Cup for 
the first time since 1993. West- 
wood wins the Order of Merit, 
ending Monty's six-year reign, 
and moves to No 2 in the world 
behind Woods. 

Player of the yean Sergio Gar- 
da. The 18-year-old finishes fifth 
as an amateur at the Masters, 
turns pro and wins the Turespana 
Masters and the Deutsche Bank 
Open, qualifies for the Ryder Cup 
and partners Olazabal to three 
points out of four before halving with 
Woods in the singles. 


ATHLETICS 


By mike rowbottom 

HAVING CLEANED up at the Euro- 
pean Championships and the Com- 
monwealth Gaines, Britain’s 
athletes face the more stringent 
test of a global event this season, in 
the form of the International Ama- 
teur Athletics Federation World 
Championships in Seville. 

Marion Jones, the US sprinter 
who won ail 21 of her races last sea- 
son, is likely to contest four world ti- 
tles, the 100m, 200m, the sprint 
relay and the long jump. 

Jones, who won a third share of 
the $lm (£609,750) on offer to those 
athletes completing the IAAF Gold- 
en League sequence unbeaten, could 
claim the whole amount for herself 
in the designated 200m event 

The two outstanding world male 
athletes. Haile Gebrselassie of 
Ethiopia and Hicham El Guerrouj of 
Morocco, have not had their best 
events included in next season's 
schedule, and could give Jones a 
dear run as they concentrate on 
maintaining their grip on the middle 
distances. Daniel Koraen of Kenya 
is the man capable of pushing Gebr- 
selassie at 5,000m and 10,000 m. 

The World Championships offer 
Britain’s European and Common- 
wealth heptathlon gold medallist, 
Denise Lewis, the chance to un- 
derline her position as No i, while 
Jonathan Edwards and Ashia 
Hansen could make ita British dou- 
ble in the triple jump. 

How close will Iwan Thomas, the 
Commonwealth, European and 
World Cup 400m champion, get to the 
Olympic and world title-holder, 
Michael Johnson? Or will Mark 
Richardson realise his foil potential 
over one lap? The London Marathon, 
on 18 April, also promises perfor- 
mances to remember as the Irish 
title-holder; Catherina McKernan. 
takes on the Olympic 10,000m 
champion, Fernanda Ribeiro of Por- 
tugal, who is due to run her first 
marathon. 


Godolphin operation. Another part- 
owner is Tony Collins, who was 
“warned off" the turf for several 
years for his part in the notorious 
Gay future betting coup. 

Collins, apparently, did not make 
a penny from the coup, which in- 
volved all manner of highly imag- 
inative plotting. The horse which 
bears his name, on the other hand, 
should enjoy a very profitable sea- 
son indeed. 
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Ryan set 


DEAN RYAN, the former Finland 
No 8 wbo has fought more battles on 
-. the rugby field than he ever man- 
aged as a career soldier, yesterday 
emerged as the dear favourite to re- 
place his old rival David Egerton as 
BristoFs forwards coach. If the 32- 
year-old Newcastle ca ptain com- 
pletes his expected move next week, 
the West Countrymen win be able to 
boast the most potent backroom 
team in the En glish game. 

Bob Dwyer; the World Cup-win- 
ning Australian coach, and Jack 
Rowell, the former England coach 
who masterminded a decade of un- 
paralleled success at neighbouring 
Bath, are already in place at the 
Memorial Ground, as is Darryl 
Jones, the backs specialist from 
Neath. Dwyer; very much the driving 
force behind BristoFs surge to the 
top of Allied Dunbar Premiership 
TWo, sees Ryan as the last piece in 
his training ground jigsaw. 

“As far as I know; Newcastle have 
not yet agreed to release Dean; ne- 
gotiations are continuing and I hope 
to make an announcement next 
week,” Dwyer said yesterday. “Be- 
cause we are a new team, we do not 
have an excess of leaders. By virtue 
of his stature as a player and as a 
leader; Ryan would be an important 
addition.” There was not so much as 
a murmur from Newcastle. Howev- 
er; Kingston Park officials were pri- 
vately resigned to Ryan’s departure. 

Ryan joined Newcastle from 
Wasps a little over three years ago, 
teaming up with two old dub-mates, 
Rob Andrew and Steve Bates, to 
reinvent the Ealcons as a state-of- 
the-art professional outfit The pro- 
ject was a phenomenal triumph - 
Newcastle won promotion to the top 
flight in 1997 before winning the Al- 
lied Dunbar title at their first attempt 
last May - and while Andrew, as di- 
rector of rugby, was undeniably the 
architect his captain was the mas- 
ter masorr Ah unexpected by-prod- 
uct of his autumnal success came 

last March, when he was recalled to 

the England side for the Calcutta 
Crq> match in Scotland, his first in- 
ternational appearance in six years. 

Last month, though, Ryan en- 
tered hospital fin* an operation on his 
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Mud flies on the drive to dominate Dakar Rally Florimo 

arrives 
to boost 
Wigan 


RUGBY UNION 


By Chris Hewett 

neck and was advised by specialists 
that he would miss the remainder of 
the season. Newcastle's apparent re- 
luctance to extend his playing con- 
tract - they want him to concentrate 
on coaching- is almost certainty a 
major factor behind his decision to 
talk to Bristol, who will encourage 
him to continue his active career 

If the Memorial Grounders final- 
ly get their man, it will be another 
feather in the cap of Malcolm 
Pearce, the millionaire businessman 
and self-confessed rugby nut who 
bought the club out of receivership 
during the summer. Pearce’s money 
has allowed Dwyer to make a fistful J 
of influential acquisitions. 

Ulster intend to expand the ca- 
pacity of their Ravenhill stadium to 
20,000 for the European Cup semi- 
final with Stade Frangais tomorrow 
week. 

“The organisers of the tourna- 
ment were keen to maximise the at- 
tendance and by erecting temporary 
stands and using all the available 
space, we’ve managed to comply with 
their wishes,” Michael Reid, the Ul- 
ster chief executive, said. u WeVe al- 
ready shifted more than 14,000 
tickets and we're pretty co-tarn of 
pulling in a foil house for the game.” 

Die Irishmen originally wanted to 
play the game under lights next Fri- 
day night, but the French favourites 
were having none of it; an under- 
standable reaction in the light of the 
startling indignities suffered by 
Tbulouse in recent weeks. Ulster beat 
the 1996 champions twice in quick 
succession, once in a pool match and 
then in an explosive quarter-final. 

“I think we'd have preferred to 
stick with the tried and trusted Fri- 
day routine,” Reid admitted. “We've 
attracted some fantastic support 
throughout the tournament and the 
special atmosphere of a big game 
under lights has definitely been a con- 
tributory factor. Still, we’re commit- 
ted to the Saturday kick-off now and 
once we pack the crowd in and get a 
few drums banging we’ll give Stade 
Frangais something to think about” 




The Belgian, Andreas Vanierschot, drives his Toyota throng the mod daring the prologue of the Dakar Rally at the Amilla 
airbase near Granada, Spain, yesterday. The 19-day rally begins in earnest from the Moroccan capital, Rabat, today AP 


Lewis on 
the road 


Race dispute mars Test 


BOXING 


THE LENNOX Lewis-Evander Holy- 
field roadshow looks likely to arrive 
in Europe during mid-January as yet 
another hectic leg of Frank Mal- 
oney's schedule. 

Lewis and Holyfield are set to 
hard-sell their heavyweight title 
unification showdown, scheduled 
for 13 March, with press conferences 
in London, Paris and Germany this 
month, and win be accompanied by 
the promoter Don King. This Mows 
a whistle-stop tour of America, dur- 
ing which the mega-bout was offi- 
cially announced last month. 

Maloney Lewis's manager has re- 
cently won the European Boxing 
Union's “title" as Promoter of the 
Yfear. And, true to form, he still has 
several other shows to promote 
prior to the Lewis-Holyfield fight in 
New York, in addition to organising 
the World Boxing Council champion's 
training camp in the Pocono Hills, 
Pennsylvania. 


STEVE TSHWETE, South Africa’s 
Sports minister has criticised his 
country’s cricket selectors for snub- 
bing black players in the squad for 
the fourth Ttest against the West In- 
dies, which starts in Cape Town to- 
morrow. 

Ttehwete is annoyed that, with 
South Africa 3-0 up In a five Test se- 
ries, no attempt has been made to 
experiment with emerging talent to 
balance a white-dominated side. 
“This was a good opportunity to let 
a talented youngster have a chance 
to play," he said. 

Tshwete claimed the repeated ex- 
clusion of black players from the na- 
tional side was denying them the 
chance to improve skins and gain ex- 
perience. Ali Bacher the managing 
director of the United Cricket Board 
(UCB), said he was disappointed by 
Tfchwete's comments. He was plan- 
ning to rhaflpngp the ministpr when 
the pair attended a black cricket 
tournament in the Eastern Cape 
town of Ftert Beaufort yesterday. 

“The politicians must have con- 
fidence in us," Bacher said For 
him and his fellow cricket adminis- 


CRICKET 


By Kieran Daley 

trators, recent criticism has come as 
a shock. Previously, cricket was 
hailed as a model sport because of 
its commitment to black develop- 
ment Tshwete hims elf chaired the 
talks between rival black and white 
cricket bodies which led to the for- 
mation of the UCB in 1991. 

A picture of Thhwete shedding 
tears of joy as he bugged the bats- 
man Peter Kirsten after South Africa 
had beaten the champions, Aus- 
tralia, m their first Wo rid Cup match 
in Sydney in 1992 epitomised crick- 
et's status as a unifying force in the 
new South Africa. Ironically at the 
time it was an all-white team with no 
player of colour anywhere near con- 
tention for a place in the side. 

In the past year though, four 
coloured or black cricketers have 
represented the country, including 
the fast bowler Makhaya Ntini, the 
first black African to play Test crick- 
et for South Africa. The mixed-race 
men Herschelle Gibbs and Paul 


Adams have also played in Ifests and 
have both been selected for tomor- 
row's Itest Roger Ttelemachus, an- 
other coloured player has played in 
one-day internationals. 

National age group teams have 
become racially mixed, with an av- 
erage of about 40 percent black play- 
ers. Thami Iteolekife, a black Afri can 
from Cape Ttewn, will captain the 
South African Under-19 team on a 
tour of Pakistan this month. 

Early last year the UCB drew up 
guidelines for the national selectors, 
who were told they should include 
players of colour in national teams. 
A monitoring committee was set up 
with the power to request the se- 
lectors to think again, or; when a se- 
ries was already decided, to direct 
them to pick players of colour. 

The monitoring committee ap- 
proved the team for tomorrow’s 
Test but this did not satisfy Tshwete 
or his fellow African National Con- 
gress politician, Mluleki George, 
the chairman of the National Sports 
Council. “The time is drawing near ' 
when we will have to take action." ' 
George said. 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


By Dave Hapfield 

GREG FLORIMO has arrived in 
Britain to add his vast experience to 
Wigan’s cause, but he may not be the 
final piece in John Monie’s jigsaw for 
the 1999 season. 

Florimo, the 31-year-old North 
Sydney stand-off or back-row for- 
ward, is the replacement for Henry 
Paul, who has joined Bradford - a 
move that has not been welcomed 
by all Wigan fens. 

“He’s a good player and a hard act 
to follow," Florimo said. “All I can 
promise the fens is that Fm not here 
for a holiday and I’ll be giving 110 per 
cent to try to make Wigan as suc- 
cessful if not more so.” 

Ftorimo, regarded as a model pro- 
fessional in Australia, will start pre- 
season training with his new 
team-mates next week. “I can't wait 
to get started," he said. “It will 
seem strange at first after 13 years 
at Norths. I couldn't have played for 
another team in Australia and I 
enjoyed it in England when I was 
here with Australia in 1994." 

Florimo has signed a two-year 
contract with Wigan and could soon 
be joined by another Australian, as 
Monie is widely expected to return 
to Britain this weekend with the sig- 
nature of Brett Kimmorley. 

The Melbourne Storm scrum- 
halt who played for the Hunter 
Mariners in the World Club Cham- 
pionship against Wigan in 1997. can 
also play hooker and is seen as a 
player who can cover two depart- 
ments in which the Wigan squad 
could be overstretched. 

Tony Smith is the only experi- 
enced scrum-half on the books, 
while Joo Clarke, the first-choice 
hooker following the departure or 
Robbie McCormack, feces a court 
appearance in the New Year. 

The Halifax prop-forward. Richard 
Marshall, has agreed a new two-year 
contract with the club. Marshall was 
wanted by the Super League new- 
comers, Wakefield Trinity; but the Hal- 
ifax manager, David Hobbs, said he 
had always been confident that he 
would stay at Die Shay. 

Marshall is now in line to play in 
today's match at Huddersfield, who 
are expected to give first outings to 
their own new signings - Jim Leni- 
han. Andrew Tangata-Toa, Ian Pick- 
avance and John Bentley. 

Salford have signed the South 
African winger Mark Johnson from 
Hull after losing Darren Rogers to 
Castleford and Phil Coussons to 
Rochdale. 


Coaches to blame, 
not the players 

Sin In the weeks after Manches- 
ter United relied on favourable 
results elsewhere to progress in 
Europe, is it not about time that 
the real culprits stood up to be 
counted and took the blame for 
British football’s inability to 
achieve lasting success at Euro- 
pean dub and international level? 

I refer to the coaches and man- 
agers in this country who have 
failed time and time again to do 
justice to the players and support- 
ers. If Celta Vigo’s triumph over 
Liverpool does nothing else, sure- 
ly the overwhelming defeat by 
this relative pauper (most expen- 
sive player £L25m) should at feast 
tall Liverpool it is how they are 
doing it that is wrong, not who 
they have. British playing talent is 
as good as aqy in the world, it just 
needs decent coaches. There are 
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a few - Steve Harrison consistent- 
ly proves his ability -and Aston 
ViDa have outperformed nearly 
everyone this season with a team 
. ofBritish journeymen. Clough 
rarefy spent big money on players 
but made silk purses out of the 
likes of players like McGovern, 
Burns, O’Hare and Robertson. 

When you have David Pleat as 
a “Director of Football” seeming- 
ly acknowledged as a guru, per- 
haps you should pay some 
attention to the things he says - 
he talks of Edgar Davids as a 
good bax-to-box player who gets 
bis foot in and Kluivert as a man 
with a good engine. I think he is 


missing the point, or betraying 
that his focus is narrow, unimagi- 
native and way off-beam - along 
with too many British colleagues. 
NIGEL CUBBAGE 
Morkyate, Herts 

Whip free new year 

Sir Alison MaskeU (Letters. 2 De- 
cember) mocks my plea for the 
whip to be banned. She rests her 
case on “leave it to the profes- 
sionals.” Are these the same pro- 
fessionals who keep being banned 
for improper use of the whip? 

However it is heartening that 
soon there will be experiments in 


whipless races. I feel an end to 
cruelty to race horses might come 
early in the 21st century. And what 
will the professionals do then? 

My wife and I had a grand day 
at Kelso recently. Very few whips 
in use on ground which took 
everything out of jockeys and 
horses. Yes, it can be done. 

JIM BRUNTON 
Edinburgh 

Home Office threat 
to the independents 

Sir What on earth can the Home 
Office be thinking of concerning 


the re-constitution of The Book- 
makers Committee to the Levy 
Board? This statutory body is re- 
sponsible for recommending a 
levy for bookmakers to support 
racing. The committee is evenly 
divided between the larger con- 
cerns and the small operators 
and the balance ensures the sur- 
vival of the latter. 

The Home Office is proposing 
to give Ladbroke two seats, 
William Hill two seats. Coral two 
seats, British Office Licensees’ 
Association f which the Big Three 
control) two seats, and four seats 
to the independents. You would 
not have to be a rocket scientist to 


see the Home Office is giving Big 
Three bookmakers power to 
achieve whatever they would wish 
to on horserace levy matters. 

What is perhaps surprising is 
the different views various gov- 
ernment departments take on the 
issues relating to betting. Recent- 
ly the Department of Trade and 
Industry upheld the Monopolies 
and Mergers Commission deci- 
sion on the Ladbroke takeover of 
CoraL It gave a clear message 
that government now had an ag- 
gressive competition policy. How- 
ever; we now find that the big 
bookmakers have found another 
route to exploit through the 


Home Office. What they have lost 
at the DTI, they will now gain at 
the Home Office. What a force. 

You might ask how this ludi- 
crous state of affairs has come 
about Our view is that it has 
been caused by the British 
Horseradog Board's silly de- 
mand for the levy to rise nearfy 
two-and-a-half times and the 
Home Office’s stated reluctance 
to determine the dispute if agree- 
ment between bookmakers and 
racing cannot be readied. 

It is ironic that small bookmak- 
er in rural areas who provide the 
public with the legal opportunity 
to bet is likely to suffer because of 
greed on the part of racing, a lack 
of responsibility in government, 
not to mention the Big Three 
bookmakers who are striving to 
achieve a complete oligo poly. 
WARWICK BARTLETT 
Chairman British Betting Office 
Association Ltd 
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BASKETBALL 
UN1BALL TROPHY; Leicester Riders 93 
Derby Storm 90 foTJ. 

GROUP A 

P W L PIS 

Staeffietd Sbarlcs 7 6 1 12 

Chester Jets 5 4 i 8 

Dert>y Storm .6 4 2 8 

Lei ce s te r Riders 5 3 2 6 

Manchester Glams — 5 3 2 6 

Thames Valley Tigers 5 2 3 4 

Itfttoo Keynes lions -6 1 5 2 

Wo rthing Bears —6 0 G 0 

GROUP B 

P ■ L Pts 

London Towers 3 3 0 6 

Bins! ogham Ballets -3 2 1 A 

Newcastle Eagles 4 2 2 4 

Gtr London Leopards 10 10 

Etflnbtagh Ro cfcs 3 0 3 0 

DARTS 

SKDLPDCWOMACHAMPIONSMPfClr- 

cnc tkvem, Purfleec) Second roan* J fer- 
rell lEflffl be G Mawson (Carl 3-2: PTayKx 
(Big) bej Lowe (Eng) 3-1; B Andersen (Eng} 
btfHarvey (5«>) 33. 

FOOTBALL 

John Collins, the Everton playmak- 
er, could be ruled out for two 
months after being forced to admit 
defeat In a long-running battle 
against a toe Injury. The Scotland in- 
ternational is booted In for an op- 
eration early next week, although fie 
could still play some part in Ever- 
ton's FA Cup tie with Bristol Gty 
tomorrow. “I have required an op- 
eration for a few months,* Collins 
said. T tried to play on with pain but 
my form has dipped and I am dis- 
appointed with that. The specialist 
said it will be six to eight weeks, 
which is a long time and something 
1 have not had to cope with in my 
career * Collins hopes Che Operation 
will enable him to return with his 
best form for the last three months 
of Evertons season. 


Savio. the Brazilian international mid- 
fielder. said yesterday he had been 
fined 1.500.000 pesetas (£6.400) 
for returning late to Real Madrid af- 
ter the Christmas break. Savio ar- 
rived in Spain on Monday but missed 
Real Madrid's first training session 
after the holiday. 

Tottenham Hotspur have loaned 
both the striker Neale Fenn and the 
midfielder Peter Gain to Lincoln Gty 
for a month. 

WEDNESDAY'S LATE RESULTS: Scot- 
tish Premier League: Dundee Ucd 1 
Rangers 2; Hearts 1 Dundee 2. Smirnoff 
Irish League Premier OMsloa: Bally- 
mena 1 Crusaders 2; Portadown 1 Col- 
eraine 2. Hist DMsJoru Ards 1 LameO; 
BaUydare 0 Distillery 1 : Carrlck 2 Umaady 
Ucd 3. 

ICE HOCKEY 

5EN0NM SUPenfAGUE: Manchester 1 
Newcastle 0. 

NHL: Ottawa 3 Buffalo 2 (ot): Carolina 4 
Tampa Bay 3; New Jersey 3 WfestilntDn 2; 
Pittsburgh 7 Florida 4: Toronto 4 Anaheim 
1; Boston 5 NashvBIc 2; Phoenix 3 NY 
Rangers 1; Los Angeles 5 San Jose 1. 
EASTERN CONFERENCE 
NORTH-EAST DtVtSlOH 

W L T GF GAPS 

Buffalo 19 8 5 93 61 43 

■bronco 20 13 2111 98 42 

Boston 16 12 6 91 74 38 

Ottawa 16 13 4 95 BO M 

■oottaOl-.-^— 10 18 7 78 98 22 
ATLANTIC IXVtStON 

New Jersey 21 9 4 104 86 46 

PEBadalptata 1? 9 9 96 77 43 

Pftzstaargti 15 10 7 92 88 37 

NY Rangers 12 15 7 91 93 31 

NY hlaoden-~~13 21 2 87 106 28 

SOUTH-EAST DIVISION 

CaroB&a 17 14 5 93 87 33 

Florida 13 13 6 85 89 32 

abBUtageao__.il 19 3 72 85 23 

tanpa Bay .9 24 3 75 123 21 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 
CENTRAL DIVISION 

1» 1 T GF OARS 

Detroit 17 15 2 106 95 36 

St Loots 12 11 9 87 83 33 

Naslnflta 13 18 3 80 103 29 

Cttago 1020 4 77 113 24 


NORTH-WEST DIVISION 

Colorado 16 16 3 B3 86 3S 

EUIO O M BO W 15 17 3 96 94 33 

W u cow, 13 18 4 96 104 30 

Calgary-— 12 20 3 96 106 27 

mane division 


Dallas 

Phoenix 

Anaheim 

Saa Jose 

Los Angola ._ 


.22 5 € 99 €5 SO 
.21 7 4 94 61 46 
.13 13 8 79 79 34 
.10 16 8 71 80 28 
.12 21 3 83 96 37 


RALLYING 

HUtlS-MKMl RALLY (Granada, Sp) 
Prologue (20kn/5ka tfmed section): 
Cane l KShinonrfB (Japan) MisubbM 5nvn 
1 1sec 2 J-L Sch lesser (Ft) Sch lesser +4sec; 

3 l-P Fomenay (Fr) Mitsubishi same time: 

4 M Prieto (Sp) Mitsubishi +5; 5 J M Servlo 
(Sp) Sdi lesser +6; 6 H Masuoka (Japan) Mn- 
subtsni + 16: 7 J Kfehsdvnk* (Ger) MtSUbfcN 
+ 18: 8 C Souza (Por) Mitsubishi +16: 9 T 
De Laxergne iFr) Nissan + 1 9. 10 G de Mevks 

S Nissan +24. Mocomdes: 1 D Von 
wltz (Ger) KTM 4min 34sec: 2 i Roma 
(Sp) KTM +7SCC1 3 J FWt (Aut) KTM +1 3J 
4 GSala (It) KTM +19: 5 F Fasola lit) KTM 
+20: 6 F Flick IFr) Honda 22. 7 0 Gallar- 
do (Sp) BMW +23: 8 J Mayer (Ger) KTM 
+23: 9 A Ob (SA) KTM +25: 10 P M Mar- 
ques (ftw) KTM +25 

SAILING 

Italy's Giovanni Sofdini is expected 
in Auckland today to win in his 60ft 
Rla the second leg of the Around 
Alooe race from Cape "fown. He had 
a near 200-miie lead over a very tinsd 

Mike Golding, whose Team Group 4 
may take a further 24 hours. But. 
in cum, he has more chan 250 mites 
on the Frenchman, Marc Thiercelin. 
who now has his compatriot. Isabelle 
Autissier. Just 1 3 miles astern. That 
should mean die overall standings 
at the halF-way point will reman the 
same. Golding Increasing his lead 
over Autissier, Thiercelin slipping a 
little. Soldini reducing his five-day 
deficit by 24 hours. Josh Hall will be 
further behind In fifth place Vltey out 
in front in Class II. though there are 
still 60& miles to go. is Jean-Piene 
Mouligne. as a more relaxed, second- 


placed Mike Garside reported that 
an auto pilot, which had previous- 
ly failed, conveniently came back to 
life just as the main one died. 

SKIING 

EXnBmON SHORT (BANT SLALOM 
(Sabi**, R, Alberto TNMs hnmll 
nca}: 1 P Accola (5«v(t) 52.06*ec 2 P Hob- 
erflt) 52 10i3ATbn*w|lr) 52.18:4M1fan 
GrOnigen (Swir) 52.19: 5J Kosir (Skwen) 
52.36: SIBormoBni (It) 52 40; 7 RSaJ^g*- 
ber (Aut) 52.52; 8 T Sdansen (Nor) 52.58. 

SQUASH 

England's Sue Wright. Cassie Jack- 
man and Suzanne Homer are third, 
fourth and fifth respectively in the 
latest world rankings. Australia pro- 
vide the top two. with Michelle Mar- 
tin retaining No 1 status and Sarah 
Rtz-Gerald second place. 

I TODAY’S^ 
NUMBER 

14.9m 

The salary in I 
dollars earned by | 
the Los Angeles | 
Dodgers baseball I 
player Gary 
Sheffield - record J 

I earnings for a | 
single season. J 


TODAY'S FIXTURES 


FOOTBALL 

3.0 unless stated 
SCOTTISH PREMIER LEAGUE 

Motherwell v Kilmarnock 

UMBOTD LEAGUE Premier Dfriskw 
Stalybrldge Celtic v Hyde Utd. First »- 
vision: Bradford PA v Parsley Celtic. 
DR MARTENS LEAGUE Premier Di- 
vision: Atherstone v Bromsgrove; 
Boston Utd V Cambridge Gty-, Crawtey 
v Hastings: Dorchester v Weymouth: 
Orestey Rovers V Burton Albion; Hale- 
sowen Town v Nuneaton: Merthyr Tyd- 
fil v Bath: Rottiwell v Grantham; 
Safisbury v Gloucester Worcester v Tam- 
worth. Midland Division: Bedworth v 
Stafford Rangers: Bnstui v Stourbridge: 
Bkstwfch v Hinddey Utd: Oewdon v fifed- 
cHtch; Moor Green v Blakenall; Newport 
(Gwent) v Evesham Utd: Paget Rangers 
v Stamford: Racing Warwick v Weston- 
super-Mare. Solihull Borough v Cinder- 
ford: VS Rugby v Sutton Coldfield: 
Wisbech v SfKpshed Dynamo. South- 
ern DMsioiu Baldock v Fisher Athlet- 
ic; Bashley v Andover. Chelmsford v 
Rounds: Corby v Cirencester; Danfort 
V Marate Beet v Newport (lew); Foure- 
stone Invlcta v Tonbridge: Stungboume 
v Ashford; St -Leonards y Erlth & 
Belvedere: Witney v Brackley: Vhte v Ha- 
vant 6 Vftteriooville. 

SMIRNOFF WISH LEAGUE Premier 
OMsloa: GJemoran v Glenavon; Newry 
v Unfkfld. 

HARP IAGB? NORMAL 1£ASUE OF 
IRELAND Premier Division: St 

Patrick's Athletic v Shetboume (7.35). 


RUGBY LEAGUE 
FRIENDLY MATCHES: Huddersfield v 
Halifax (3.0). Leeds v Castleford (3.0): 
Rochdale v Oldham (3.0). 


OTHER SPORTS 
DARTS; Skd PDC World Championship 
(at Onus Jbvem. PuriJreiJ. 
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The Independent’s team of football writers select their best Premiership performers 

The top twenty players of 1998 
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MICHAEL ** 


OWEN ^ 


(Liverpool) 



The frightening thing for opposing 
defenders is that 19-year-old Owen is still 
learning. Not since Pele burst into the 
consciousness 40 years ago has a 
teenager made such an impact on a World 
Cup. His goal against Argentina, like 
Hurst's third in 1966 and Banks' save 
four years later, is a landmark in English 

5- footha.ll. 



EMMANUEL 

PETIT 

(Arsenal) 



Little by name, vast by achievement. 
Petit must fear waking up each morning 
in case 1998 is just a dream. In 12 months 
he has won the World Cup, the 
championship, the FA Cup and the 
Charity Shield and most wonder how the 
League Cup somehow slipped him by. 
After that anything wtD be an anti- 
climax. 
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DION 
DUBLIN 

(Aston VQla) 







Big and powerful, Dublin’s role appeared 
to be that of an above-average 
journeyman pro until John Gregory 
achieved what might prove to be his 
master-stroke by signing him for Aston 
VDla. Since then he has scored more 
quickly than Dennis Wise has earned 
bookings. If he continues, a championship 


SOL 
CAMPBELL 

(Tottenham Hotspur) 




But for Campbell, George Graham would 
probably be attempting to resurrect 
Tbttenham from the First Division. A 
rock among pebbles, he was magnificent 
last season and, if anything, has got 
better since. His performance against 
Argentina in the World Cup was as 
awesome. Now if only his "goal" had been 
allowed to stand.... 


•J 


V 


5 DENNIS 
BERGKAMP 

• (Arsenal) 



At Isis peak he is so good you are glad 
Bergkamp cannot stomach flying as it is 
tiie only evidence of frailly Smooth as a 
cool Guinness in a Dublin pub, he was 
outstanding in Arsenal’s run-in last 
season and scored the best goal in the 
World Cup. Only a post-France afamp has 
denied him No 1 spot in this top 20. 
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PATRICK 

VIEIRA 

(Arsenal! 



Want to know how good Didier 
Des cham ps is? A measure is that, he can 
keep the Arsenal midfielder out of the 
FYench team. Strong, eager and 
intelligent, Vieira formed the best 
midfield in the Premiership with Petit 
last season and as the post-World Cup 
sloth is dusted off could do so again. Has 
to watch his temper. 
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DAVID 

GINOLA 

(Tbttenham Hotspur) 





Youcould have had long odds on Ginola 
becoming the linch pin of a Graham team, 
but he has allied inspiration to labour so 
that even Granite George has softened. 
Suddenly Spurs look capable of winning 
things again and coaid do so in the 
Worthington Cup this Spring. If they do, 
expect Ginola to be footballer of the year. 
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GARETH 
SOUTHGATE 

(Aston Villa) 



Injury denied Southgate a proper 
platform at the World Cup but he has 
made up for it since. Ehiogu and Barry 
have been outstanding, but even they 
have been eclipsed by their captain, who 
has been a major reason why Aston V31a 
top the Premiership. Articulate and 
intelligent, a job in the media is his 
ultimate destiny. 
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LUCAS 

RADEBE 

(Leeds United) 




Africa has yet to find its much 
anticipated first World Cup-winning 
nation, but it is unearthing increasing 
numbers of world-class players,- as 
Radebe proves. TbokawhOe to find his 
position but is now established as captain 
of Leeds and one of the best centre-backs 
in Britain. Liverpool would love to buy 

him. 
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MARC 

OVERMARS 

(Arsenal) 



After a slow start at Arsenal he finished ; 
last season as equal to Bergkamp and 
Petit as a major player in the Double. A 
quick and direct winger; he also 
contributed important goals, including 
the winner at Old Ttafford and the first 
in the FA Cup final Surprisingly, he 
failed to make much impact in FVance 98. 



If Adams had never got a medal in his life 
be would still have lost and won more 
than most in coping with alcoholism. 
Injury brought 1998 to a frustrating end 
but before that he led Arsenal to the 
Double and had a commanding World 
Cup. His goal against Everton as the title 
was won summed up Wenger’s Gunners. 




DAVID 
BECKHAM 

(Manchester United) ^ 




Occasionally foolish and temperamental, 
Beckham nevertheless is a magnificent 
talent, as opposition fans would realise if 
they stopped hurling abuse and watched 
him. His natural position is said to be 
central midfield, although he is also the 
best crosser in the Premiership. Will 
never live down that sending off. 



The only Frenchman to think Slaven BOic 
is OK, he made a late and winning 
appearance in the FVench team that won 
the World Cup and was hugely influential 
for Chelsea’s lesser double last season. 
Does not like confronting big, bruising 
centre forwards but, given time, he is the 
best passer from defence in the country. 



Glenn HodcDe might count the goals per 
chances ratio, but Cole remains prolific. 
His Manchester United place appeared 
under threat when Yorke was bought but 
he has forged a partnership that has 
prospered on and off the field. Speed is 
his greatest asset, but his distribution 
and control have unproved beyond 
recognition. 




The great enigma. Brilliant one moment, 
hair-tearingiy crass the next Giggs has 
reserved his best moments for the 
Champions’ League, where his speed and 
ability have frightened the world’s best 
defenders. Still prone to injury, however, 
and his crossing sometimes is painful to 
watch. We await the full flow of genius. 




In an age when commanding centre- 
halves seem to be in danger of extinction, 
Elliott is the genuine article. An immense 
aerial presence in the Leicester defence, 
is his ability on the floor that surprises. 

) He is almost as likely to score a goal as 
[j stop one. Scotland should have made 
more of him - and will do so in future. 


fc'fia. 
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NICOLAS 

ANELKA 

(Arsenal; 





free is the most sublime of gifts in the 
modern game and he has it to spare. 
Gerard Houffier regards Andka as the 
most nafairaiiy talented boy he has ever 
seen and although he can still look 
gauche he has an FA Cup final goal and a 
Double to his name. The same age as 
Owen, the comparison is going to be 

fascinating 




»TORE ANDRE 
FLO 

(Chelsea) 



k 


Occasionally looks as awkward as Bambi 
on ice, then the feet suddenly find 
purchase and poise and he produces 
something that astonishes. At 6ft 4in he 
is always going to be a handful in the air, 
but he is quicker and more skilful than 
his size would imply H« form wffl be 
crucial to Chelsea’s title hopes. 


19 


DWIGHT 

YORKE 

(Manchester United) 


;:S- 


flflfej 
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Alex Fbrguson bought Yorke because his 
defenders always found him a handful. Tb 
date be has delivered at the rate of two 
goals every three games. Some players 
are intimidated by Old Tbafford, but he 
has the audacity to turn up his collar and 
attempt to imitate the inimitable, Europe 
will expose whether £12m was too much. 



The non-availability of Landrup and 
Casiraghi has forced GianiucaVialli’s 
hand so that Zola starts nearly every 
match for Chelsea. Inch for inch the best 
player in Britain, if he can withstand the 
rigours of a Premiership season Chelsea 
will go very dose. Scored an exquisite 
goal to win the Cup-Winners’ Cup. 
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? BUBBLING UNDER ■ 


| LAST YEAR’S TOP 20 1 

21 Rio Ferdinand (West Ham) 

22 Muzzy Izzec (Leicester City) 

23 Gustavo Foyer (Chelsea) 

24 Lee Hendrie (Aston Villa) 

25 Nigel Nlartyn (Leeds United) 

26 Emile Heskey (Leicester City) 

27 Roberto Df Maeteo (Chelsea) 

28 Paulo wanchope (Derby County) 

29 Raul Scholes (Manchester Utd} 

30 Lee Bowyer (Leeds United) 

31 Martin Keown (Arsenal) 

32 Ian Wright (West Ham United) 

33 Andy Townsend (Middlesbrough) 

34 Steve Guppy (Leicester city) 

35 Nigel Winterbum (Arsenal) 

36 Neil Redfeam (Charlton) 

37 Gareth Barry (Aston Villa) 

38 Jimmy Floyd Hasseibaink 
(Leeds United) 

39 Harry Kewell (Leeds United) 

40 Michael Hughes (Wimbledon) 

Player Profiles 1 
BY 

Guy Hodgson 

1 Dennis Bergkamp (Arsenal) 

2 Gianfranco Zola (Chelsea) 

3 Peter Schmekhel (Manchester Utd) 

4 Raul Scholes (Manchester United) 

5 John Hartson (West Ham United) 

6 David Beckham (Manchester United) 

7 Nigel Martyn (Leeds United) 

8 Roy Keane (Manchester united) 

9 Patrick Vieira (Arsenal) 

10 Ryan Giggs (Manchester United) 

1 1 Sol Campbell (Tottenham Hotspur) 

12 Alan Shearer (Newcastle United) 

1 3 Matt Elliott (Leicester Gty) 

14 Dennis Wise (Chelsea) 

1 5 Nicky Butt (Manchester United) 

1 6 Kevin Gallacher (Blackburn Rovers) 

1 7 Chris Sutton (Blackburn Rovers) 

1 8 Ian Wright (Arsenal) 

1 9 Steve McManaman (Liverpool) 

20 Franck Leboeuf (Chelsea) 


9 


CJ5 


Vi . 

?v- 
1... ■ +- ! 
. ^ . 

■■V , - 


-, fc -b J 













c 



the independent 

Friday 1 January 199$ 


FOOTBALL/17 


8 


Eo'- 


Ss'4. 


Joyce’s Tigers tale in need of revision 




H 

has ?! 
20 :i 
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CT IS said that there are some peo- 
ple at the fop of English football who 
would do away with the FA Cup, dri- 
ven by their 61itism to regard every- 
thing outside the Premiership and 
European Champions’ League as 
less and less relevant 

- Whatasadfatethatwouldbefor 
. the competition that is the essence 
of football tradition, sounding the 
death knell for such dwindling 
romance as remains in a game 
seduced bycommerciaHsm. There 
would be none of those marvellous, 
gjant-MIlingdramas that bring win-' 
ter Saturdays alive; ties like that for 

wMch Villa Park is preparing would 

simply not happen. 

Tomorrow's third-round match 
between Aston Villa and Hull City 
represents the very top of the Pre- 
mier League against the very bot- 

- tom of theNattonwide: first against 
92nd in the English pecking order. 
It would be difficult to come up with 
two other dubs whose respective cir- 
cumstances are so vastly different: 
Villa rolling their dice among the 
-biggest players, the Tigers merely 


rolling, from one week to the next, 
trying to win themselves the hope 
of a future. Yet far 90 minutes all 
other distractions will be suspend- 
ed as n men meet 11. 

"Fbr us, it is just a fantastic 
occasion, a day that wifi mate us 
some money and a game we could 
even win," Warren Joyce, Hull’s 
player-manager; said. 

"It is a break, a chance to play 
without pressure. But it should not 
distract attention from the real task 
ahead of us, which is to get enough 
points to keep us in the League.” 

Joyce was obliged to confront 
reality seven weeks ago when Mark 
Hateley, the high-profile manager 
brought in by the Hull's former 
owner; the tennis entrepreneur 
David Lloyd, was dismissed by the 
consortium that had just bought 
Lloyd out 

The 33-year-old former captain, 
who served Bolton, Preston, Ply- 
mouth and Burnley before moving 
to Boothferry Park in 1996, bad by 
then effectively become Hateley’ s 
assistant Were it not for his popu- 



TomorroWs third-round tie links the 
two dubs at opposite ends of the 
League - and comes as a blessed 
relief for Hull. By Jon Colley 


larity on the terraces - he was 
Hull’s player of the year last season 
- he .might not have survived the 
shake-up, but, after impressing the 
new regime in his period as care- 
taker Joyce was confirmed as the 
new to charge. 

"It is not an easy situation,” he 
said. “But then you have to be real- 
istic and accept that the opportunity 
would not have cropped up if we had 
not been in a mess." 

Lloyd's reign had been a trau- 
matic one. The Great Britain Davis 
Cup captain, who made a fortune 
from a string of indoor tennis cen- 
tres, pumped £4m into a dream of 
transforming City from footballing 
outpost into a major concern. But he 
was opposed in his plans to quit 
Boothferry Park and blamed by 


supporters for City’s decline on the 
field. Local distrust of the Essex boy 
turned dose to hatred when he 
accused Hull people of "living in the 
dark ages". 

Lloyd threatened to close the 
dub but was dissuaded at the llth 
hour when Tom Belton, the potato 
farmer who was once chairman of 
Scunthorpe, arrived with a 12 -strong 
consortium to buy him out 

City are no longer on the brink but 
after four consecutive League 
defeats they enter 1993 six points 
adrift of next-to-bottom Scarbor- 
ough. requiring dramatic improve- 
ment if they are not to start next 
season to the Conference. 

It is a fate Joyce refuses to con- 
template. “If I thought we couldn't 
stay to the League I'd might as well 


not be here,” he said. "But we have 
not been losing by big scores. 

"Mark left me with some players 
with a lot of potential but there were 
not enough men about the place," 
Joyce said. “Ben Morfey, who scored 
our first goal at Luton in the last 
round, is only 18 and we have half a 
dozen others in the squad aged 20 
or less. We needed some experi- 
ence." 

Armed with a modest transfer pot, 
Joyce paid £60,000 each for defend- 
ers Jason Whittle (from Stoke) and 
Stephen Swales (from Reading) and 
a further £25,000 for the Scarborough 
forward Gareth Williams. And he 
persuaded John McGovern, the 
manager who launched his career 
at Bolton, to become his right-band 
man. 

Having learned to coach at Man- 
chester United’s school of excellence 
- he worked there while playing for 
Burnley- Joyce has come to the job 
with a clear philosophy. But given 
that circumstances force him to 
continue playing, the touchline 
experience of McGovern is vitaL 


“Combining two roles has made 
it harder still," he said. “Better 
player- managers than me find it 
tough to do both jobs and there are 
only three of us on the staff - John, 
myself and Rod Arnold, who looks 
after the youth team. 

“On any given day 1 might be 
training in the morning, sitting on 
the phone all afternoon and watch- 
ing a game at night If r get an injury 
just finding the time for treatment 
can be a nightmare." 

He watched Villa lose at Black- 
burn last Saturday evening, after 
dashing from Hull's match at 
Chester to the afternoon, although 
having seen Villa on television so 
many times there was little to find 
out that he did not already know. 

“Well give it our best and try to 
win as we would any other game," 
he said. "But whatever the result it 
is a chance for the club to make 
some cash and for the 6.000 fans 
coming with us it is a day out to enjoy 
“The fans have been different 
class since I’ve been in charge. 
And the directors have given me a 


Tide of support with Africans in 2006 


By Glenn Moore 


I : 
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AMID THE popping of champagne 
corks and chants of “Auld Lang 
Syne” last night, an important foot- 
ball deadline passed The second 
biggest prize to world football, after 
winning the World Cup, fa to stage 
- the quadrennial jamboree and the 
. application period to host the 2006 
..'competition formally closed in 
Zurich last night 

The seven-nation shortlist has a 
distinctly African flavour; with four 
countries applying. They represent 
the length and breadth of the con- 
tinent, from Morocco and Egypt in 
the north, to sub-tropical Ghana in 
the west, and South Africa in the 
south. Africa has never hosted the 
finals and Sepp Blatter; the president 
. of football's governing bods; Fife, has 
' already said it would be "logical" to 
take the, 2006 finals there. 

However, Blatter has stressed 
that all World Cup requirements 
must be met That means providing 
modern stadia, transport and 
telecommunications, and safe con- 
ditions for players and spectators (not 
to mention sponsors) . This is where 
En gland and Germany foe European 
candidates, will hope to capitalise. 

The seventh candidate is Brazil, 
which is reftrog on tte emotional p)^ 
of those famous yeDaw shirts and the 
logical attraction of a first South 
American finals since Argentina 78. 

Fife still insists that splitting the 
finds, as with South Korea and Japan 
in 2002, is not an option, but this is not 
. an absolute. It was not supposedto 
be an option in 2002. However; nego- 
tjations for 2002 are not going well and 
another split finals - which would only 
be practical between England and 
Germany of the bidders - fa unlikely. 

: Campaigning will now intensify, 
along with the bad-mouthing. Al- 
ready England, having carefully kept 
quiet until now, have begun dropping 
mentions of South Africa’s "crime” 
problem into their pronouncements. 

And yesterday the campaign di- 
rector for England’s 2006 bid, Alec 
McGivan, spoke out in response to 
Franz Beckenbauer's recent claim 

that Brazil posed a bigger threat to 
. Germany’s bid than the English. 

’ “There has been evidence of a lads 
of enthusiasm among the German 
community, and indeed the German 
government in the past," McGivan 
said. “I think one of the things that 
. the Ge rmans have openly envied has 
been the support we have hadfrom 
our own government for the bid we 
are putting forward.” 

. K is especially important that the 


WORLD CUP 2006: HOW THEY LINE UP FOR FOOTBALL’S GREATEST PRIZE 


ENGLAND 


Football pedigree: Cradle of 
I the game. World Cup winners. 
| Hosting history: World Cup 
T966, European 
Championship 1996, Olympics 
1908, 1948. 

Positives: Historical putt, 
successful Euro 96. excellent 
stadiums and Infrastructure. 
Government support. 
Negatives: Diplomatically 
isolated. FA leadership crisis. 

[ Conclusion: Contenders. 


.WE.ViSLEY STADIUM - NEW DESIGN 


GERMANY 


PPS 






OLYMPIC STADIUM. MUNICH 


Olympics 1936. 1972. 

Positives: Excellent infrastructure 
and stadia. Influential friends in 
Uefa and Fifa. 

Negatives: Mixed popular support 
within Germany. Hosted as recently 
as 1974. 

Conclusion: Contenders. 



:x;;v 


Football pedigree: Four World 
! Cup appearances, African Nations 
I Cup winners. 

Hosting history: African Nations' 
Cup; 1988. 

Positives: Building support after 
two previous bids. Played in last 
two World Cups. 

Negatives: Doubts about stadia 
and infrastructure. 

Conclusion: Outsiders. 



Football pedigree: First African nation 
I In Rfa (1923), twice in World Cup, three 
times African Nations Cup winners. 

! Hosting history: African Nations' Cup: 
1957, 1959, 1970. 1974. 1986. 
Positives: Relatively wealthy, long- 
established football base, symbolise 
growing Arabic influence. 

Negatives: Internal and external security 
concerns. Infrastructure. 

Conclusion: Outsiders. 




L M 


Football pedigree: Unrivalled, 
four times World Cup winners, four | 
times Co pa America champions, 
i Football-obsessed population. 
Hosting history: World Cup 1 950; 

| Copa America 1919. 1922, 1949, 
1989. 

Positives: Football's spiritual 
home, bidding to be first South 
| American hosts for 28 years. 
Influence within Fifa, Pele. 
Negathres: Chaotic administration, 
crime in major cities, condition of 
stadia. 

Ranking: Slight contenders. 


Football pedigree: Never 
, appeared in World Cup but 
four times African Nations' Cup 
I winners and impressive In Fifa 
! youth tournaments. 

I Hosting history: African 
Nations Cup: 1963, 1978 
I Positives: Only central African 
' candidate. 

Negatives: Doubts over 
finance and infrastructure, lack 
j oF World Cup pedigree. 
Conclusion: Rank outsiders. 


SOUTH AFRICA 


Football pedigree: Banned from Fifa 
1 under apartheid, won African Nations in 
1996 and competed in 1998 World Cup. 

| Hosting history: African Nations: 1996. 
Positives: The emotional choice after 
ending of apartheid. Africa's strongest 
contender. Also hosted 1995 rugby 
World Cup. 1998 athletics World Cup. 

; and several cricket tours, 
i Negatives: Concerns about security, 
i especially post-Mandela. Infrastructure 
| still needs work. 

1 Ranking: Favourites. 


TL 



THE TIMETABLE 
31 Dec 1998: Deadline fdr 
applications. 

July 1999: Deadline for 
derailed bid submissions. 

Various Fifa working parties 
chen evaluate Che bids wiefr 
site visits until end January 
2000 . 

March 2000: Decision. 

THE DECISION MAKERS 

The Rfa executive: J Blatter 
(pres. Switzerland} :J 
Grand ona (Argentina). W Hay 
(Scotland], L Johansson 
(Sweden). I Hayatou 
(Cameroon), Dr A Matarrese 
(Italy). Dr M-J Chung (Korea). J 
Warner (Trinidad and Tobago). 

A Al-Dabal (Saudi Arabia), S 
Aloulou (Tunisia). M D'Hooghe 
(Belgium), I Sasso Sasso 
(Costa Rica], R Teixeira 
(Brazil), P Omdal (Norway), M 
Bln Ham mam (Qatar), S Erzik 
(Turkey). C Dempsey |NZ). C 
Blazer (US), W Makudi (Thai). 

D Nicolas Leoz (Paraguay). I 
Bhamjee (Botswana). A Dlakite S3 
(Mali). A Uona Villar (Spain) . J 
MifsudjMalta) ^ ^ 


FbotbaU Association settles its in- 
ternal crisis quickly. Keitb Wiseman, 
the lame-duck chairman, faces the 
full council on Monday 4 January, if 
he fa reprieved, or finds a constitu- 
tional way to bang on until the sum- 
mer meeting, the consequences for 
England’s bid could be grave. 

Assuming order is restored at 
Lancaster Gate, England’s main ri- 
vals, come the final vote in March, 
2000, are likely to be Germany and 


South Africa. The latter are 
favourites, but even coming second 
might be enough. Fifa will reserve 
the right to move the finals if South 
Africa destabilises politically or fails 
to meet infrastructure require- 
ments. This happened to Colombia 
in 1986 when Mexico stepped in to 
the breach. Given the weight of 
support swinging behind South 
Africa, this scenario could be Eng- 
land’s best chance. 


WORLD CUP FINALS 1930-98; CROWD APPEAL 


Dace 

1930 

1934 

1938 

1950 

1954 

1958 

1962 

1966 


Continent Country Attendance (Average) 

South America Uruguay 434,500 (24.138) 

Europe Italy 395,000 (23.235) 

Europe France 483.000 (26.833) 

South America Brazil 7.337.000 (60.77 2) 

Europe Switzerland 943,000 (36.270) 

Europe Sweden 868.000 (24,800) 

South America Chile 776.000 (24.250J 

Europe England 1.614.677 (50,458) 


1970 Central America Mexico 1,673.975 
1974 Europe W Germany 1.774.022 
1978 South America Argentina 1.610.215 
1982 Europe Spain 2.064.364 

1986 Central America Mexico 2.441,731 
1990 Europe Italy 2,515.168 

1994 North America USA 3.567,415 
1998 Europe France 2.775.400 


(52.311) 

(46,684) 

(42.374) 

(38,816) 

(46.956) 

(48.368) 

(68.604) 

(43.366) 
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Scots forecast bright future for winter halt 



Scottish FoomMjs attempts to weekend marks a break with tradition north of the border 

re-invent iteelfwiD take a radical step : — — — — ; — 

forward immediately after the oid the introduction of a three-week hiatus. By David McKinney 

Firm game on Sunday. The ma tc h — — - — - " 


UCWCCU iUIUgM - — 

will be the last action for three 

t w»*»lrs ns the new^-esta blis hed 

r three-week win- 
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imer] 
ter break. 

The idea is not new, of course, 
with most European countries op- 
erating a similar system, but it is one 
that has been welcomed by Scot- 
land’s top dubs and could be copied 
by the Premiership in England. 

Thfayear-esperiaBy when the do- 
mestic season has followed hard on 

theheefaoftheTOJridCup-iheidea 

of a hiatus is one that appeals par- 

ticularfytopl^^^b^^ 
to suffer from the demands of year- 
round football Tommy Boyd, the 
Celtic captain, is 
chance to recharge the battenesLA 

, lot of players are still suffering from 



_ u* 5 *' ,. 



it is certainly very welcome- 

The break is just one of 
novations, initiated by the j 

Scottish game. It comes at a time 
S^eplayersintheai^ 
fol clubs, chiefly Bangers and Celtic. 


have already taken partin dose to 30 
games and, according to Roger 
Mitchell, the chief executive of the 
Scottish Premier League, the change 
will be welcomed by everybody. 

“It gives players, pitches and fans 
a break from football- After Christ- 
mas we feel the supporters are eon- 
sumered out so it’s better to have a 
break and it also gives us two events 
in one championship because well 
be able to relaunch toe League. One 
of the reasons we have had a lot of 
games in the first half of the season 
istofitintiiehreak." 

In common with its English 
equivalent, the Premier League in 
Scotland insists on pitch protection 
for its members. So even if the 
gamble of a break in January can be 
hostage to the vagaries of the weath- 
er; Mitchell believes cancellations 
will be kept to a minimum. 'The 
clubs all have an obligation to pro- 
vide a good playing surface," he said, 
"so the pitches will have a chance 
to recover although we are aware 
that if we break now and have a bad 
February ft won't look so good.” The 


move is being especially welcomed 
by those dubs who have under- 
performed so far; a three-week break 

providing an opportunity to re-assess 
their position and, crucially, bring 
back injured players. 

Dunfermline have found them- 
selves rooted to the foot of the table 
for most of the campaign and, al- 
though they are om of the few dute 
who will not be travelling to the sun 
for a break, Dick Campbell, their 
assistant manager; feels the rest 


could be vital to their survival 
prospects. “Wve had a few injuries 
to key players,” he said, “and we feel 
we’ve drawn more games than any 
other dub because we have to 
change our team for every match, 
like Dundee United and Aberdeen 

we can now look forward to January 
as a chance to start again.” 

The success of the mid-season 
break win be monitored closely from 
south of the border as the English 
Premiership receives increasing 


Williamson plays it cool 


THE ELMARNOCKmanaget; Bobby 
Williamson, is stiff refusing to set 
goals for bis high-fliers, despite the 
Rugby Park outfit entering the new 
year firmly in contention for the title. 

The Ayrshire dub go into today’s 
game at Motoawdl blowing that, re- 
gardless of the result at Elr Park, they 
will remain second behind Rangers 
when the Premier League restarts on 
30 January after its mid-winter break. 

Howera; Williamson, who led Kil- 


marnock to Scottish Cup success in 
1997, insists that talk of the champ- 
ionship at this stage is premature. 
“I don’t set targets," he said. 

“These days, two or three bad results 

can get a manager the sack, so look- 
ing that far forward has no merit 
Jerome Wreille's shoulder injury 
means Williamson must choose be- 
tween the experience of AIfy McCdst 
or the promise of Mark Roberts to 
partner Paul Wright in attack today. 


calls to pmniatp the Scots, John Gre- 
gory, the Aston Villa manager, for 
one, this week suggested a similar 
scheme be implemented. 

“3 don’t feel there fa the need to 
play at Christinas now in the Pre- 
miership," Gregory said. “It is about 
time we got our heads together and 
our acts together and maybe have 
a shut-down for a couple of weeks, 
because it’s a crazy period in which 
to be battling for points." 

The possibility of England fol- 
lowing suit is not one that concerns 
the Scottish Premier League’s 
Roger Mitchell, but he does believe 
it would be beneficial. “If it can be 
fitted into the calendar I think the 
English would be interested, but with 
so many games in the calendar 
dov, including an gg panded Champ- 
ions’ League, they will have to 
decide their priority” he said. 

The increase in fixtures could 
signal the end of the League Cup, cer- 
tify in Scotland. MiteheD added: 
“We have to be sensible about the 
n umb er of games players involved 
and maybe well have to mate sac- 
rifices.” Ithasnotbeen often that the 
Scots have led the way in British foot- 
ball, but perhaps the adoption of a 
mid-season break win be an innova- 
tion the English will come to accept 



Boyd: Buoyed by new break 


HOLIDAY DESTINATIONS 


Aberdeen: staying at home 
Celtic Spain 
Dundee: co be arranged 
Dundee United; Florida 
Dunfermline: staying at home 
Heart oF Midlothian; Portugal 
Kilmarnock: Portugal 
Motherwell: Tenerife 
Rangers: Florida 
St Johnstone: Spain 



Joyce: ‘Not an easy situation' 


lot of support too. After our game 
at Scunthorpe, when the lads 
worked hard and were unlucky to be 
beaten, several of them came down 
to the dressing-room afterwards. 
You don’t get that too often when you 
have lost. 

“They deserve a good day, too. 
We're all in this fight together." 


Terriers 
banned 
for light 
failures 


NON-LEAGUE 

NOTEBOOK 


By Rupert Metcalf 

BEDLINGTON TERRIERS have en- 
joyed mixed fortunes in FA compe- 
titions this season. The little 
Northumberland club were the he- 
roes of the FA Cup first round after 
their 4-1 thrashin g of Colchester 
United, but they have not been so 
lucky in the FA Carlsberg Vase. 

A week after losing 2-0 at Scun- 
thorpe United in the second round 
of the FA Cup, Terriers entertained 
more modest opposition, MicHeover 
Sports, in the third round of the Vase 
on 12 December. They established 
a healthy 4-1 lead but, after 55 min- 
utes, the Welfare Ground floodlights 
failed and could not be repaired. 

Fbur days latec Micldeoverset off 
on a long midweek trek to the north- 
east for the rearranged tie. Despite 
being without some key players due 
to work commitments, the Derby- 
shire side were winning 3-0 when, 
with just 14 minutes to go, the flood- 
lights failed again. 

Despite pledges from Bedlington 
that the problem would be solved 
promptly, the Welfare Ground re- 
mained shrouded in darkness and, 
in similarly black mood. Mickleover 
set off south again with the tie still 
undecided. 

The Fbotball Association decided 
this week that the tie will now take 
place tomorrow at Mickleover’s Sta- 
tion Road ground to Derby. The 
Redfems Central Midlands League 
side were not happy with Terriers’ 
suggestion that the match should be 
played at a neutral venue - Blyth 
Spartans, just five miles from Bed- 
lington. If a replay is required, it will 
be back at Middeover next week, as 
Bedlington have been banned from 
playing home games in FA compe- 
titions under lights until their lights 
have gained FA approval. Banstead 
Athletic will visit the winners to the 
fourth round tomorrow week. 

Meanwhile, Colchester are prob- 
ably wishing that the lights had 
failed at the Welfare Ground during 
their calamitous FA Cup fixture! An- 
other Vase tie is being played to- 
morrow in east London, where 
Barkingside entertain Oldbury Unit- 
ed after three postponements due to 
a waterlogged pitch. 

Away from cup competitions, Al- 
trincham swept to the top of the Uni- 
Bond League Premier Division after 
collecting six points from their two 
Christmas fixtures: a 3-0 victory at 
Runcorn followed by a 4-1 home win 
over Marine. The Robins have had 
a remarkable resurgence this sea- 
son. There was talk of a crisis at 
Moss Lane when lie former Affiance 
Premier League champions picked 
up just four points from their first 
eight games, but they have now col- 
lected 38 from the last 45 on offer to 
race up the table. They entertain 
fifth-placed Guiseley tomorrow. 

Another dub setting a fast pace 
in the race for promotion to the Phot- 
ball Conference are Nuneaton Bor- 
ough, who have built up a huge 
17-point lead at the top of the Dr 
Martens League Premier Division. 
They visit Halesowen Town today 
and entertain troubled Merthyr Tyd- 
fil on Sunday as the Dr Martens 
crams to two fixture cards over the 
New Year holiday weekend. 

Things are much titter at the top 
of the Ryman League, where Ayles- 
bury United could be deposed if they 
lose at Gravesend & Northfleet to- 
morrow. The Ducks hold a slender 
one-point lead over three teams 
level on points in the Premier Divi- 
sion title race; St Albans City, Pur- 
fleet and Sutton United. 
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Baronet to 


take honours 


for Maguire 


IT HAS been a difficult week for 
Adrian Maguire, who resigned 
from his job as David Nichol- 
son’s retained jockey when it 
became all too obvious that 
many of the trainer's owners 
wanted Richard Johnson to 
ride their horses instead. 

There are still some old 
friends he can rely on, though, 
and Baronet who carried him 
to victory in the Scottish Na- 
tional back in April, is a case in 
point 

The extended four-mile 
chase at Cheltenham today 
was once the feature event of 
the afternoon, but while it has 
now been relegated from the 
televised spotlight, it provides 
Maguire with an excellent 
chance to remind everyone 
that he is still in business. 

Baronet (LOO) has inevitably 
risen in the weights since his 
win at Ayn but there is nothing 
wrong with his appetite for a 
struggle, unlike both Seven 
Towers and Him Of Praise, 
two of his main rivals today. It 
will be a slog, but between 
them. Baronet and Maguire 
should muster the will to win. 


By Greg Wood 


Colin Smith, the owner of 
Nicholson's yard, was one of the 
owners who pledged to remain 
loyal to Maguire, and he has 
proved as good as his word with 
the Irishman taking the ride on 
Saddlers’ Roe in the juvenile 
event Dan gems Precedent 
U.351 is the more likely winner; 
though, while Lady Rebecca 
(next best 2.10) is the one to be 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
Nap: Jaebib 
(Cheltenham 2.45) 
NB: Muhassil 
(Catterick 3.30) 


on in the handicap hurdle half 
an hour la tec in which Richard 
Johnson gets his chance to im- 
press on a Nicholson-trained 
horse when he wears Lord 
Vestey's colours on Castle 
Sweep. 

The feature race is a hand- 
icap chase with all sorts of pos- 
sibilities, and includes Mahler 
and Fine Thyne, who both ran 
well for a long way when at- 


Edmondson nips in 

RICHARD EDMONDSON increased his lead at the top 
of the Racing Post tipsters* table yesterday when his nap 
selection, Jnst Nip, won at odds of 3-1 following Good time 
George the previous day at 11 - 10 . A £1 daily stake on 
Edmondson’s naps during the National Hunt season would 
now yield a healthy profit of £38.98. 


tempting the impossible 
against Teeton Mill in the Hen- 
nessy Gold Cup. 

Northern Starlight, a winner 
at the last meeting here for 
Tony McCoy, is another with 
every chance, while Senor El 
Betrutti, who has never looked 
to lack courage, is asked to race 
in blinkers for the first time. 
“He’s usually exuberant but 
he hasn't been attacking his 
fences like he did last season.” 
his trainer; Susan Nock, said 
yesterday. “Things haven't 
gone well with him and we 
thought we had to try one or two 
things. Blinkers may help focus 
him.’' At today's weights, 
though, Mr Strong Gale (2.451 
has every chance of reversing 
his TTipleprint Gold Cup form 
with Northern Starlight 
Only six go to post for the 
Sporting Index Select Chase 
over the cross-country course, 
which will be a stem test for ary 
jockey who woke up with a del- 
icate head this morning 
Banjo, who is ridden by 
Johnson for Nicholson, would 
give lumps of weight to the field 
If the race were a handicap, and 
clearly stands every chance. 
Ms attitude is slightly ques- 
tionable, though, and previous 
form around this course could 
count for more. LINDEN’S 
LOTTO Cnap 320) won the last 
race around it back in Novem- 
ber and he shouki be backed to 
make the experience count 
The fact that one Adrian 
Maguire is the man on his back 
wffl not do him any harm either 



Baqjo has the weights in his favour bat may lack the attitude for today’s cross-country chase at Cheltenham Peter Jay 


CHELTENHAM 
L35; WAVE ROCK has pro- 
gressed steadily and showed 
plenty of fight at Iingfield. He 
is going to make life tough for 
Dangerus Precedent 

□CO 


hard to choose between the 
in-form LADY REBECCA, 
Alpine Panther and Papo 
Kharisma. Unable to quicken 
when the pace lifted two out 
when fourth over 2m at New- 


HYPERION’S 
TV TIPS 


top-class staying hurdler. 

COD 

2.45: Northern Starlight did 
not have much to spare when 

jUgt holding Simply Dashing fn 


and, as he is on the small side, 
could be vulnerable under an 
extra 121b. Fine n^yne win be 
more at home on tins ground 
than he was on the soft in the 
Hennessy, but consistent 
CAPENWRAY deserves this 
crack at the big league. Suc- 
cessful five times over fences 
last season, he has continued 
to progress and completed a 
hat-trick at Leicester last 
month by 12 lengths, despite 
a 13Tb hikp in the handicap. A 
sound juniper now. he also 
won over a slighter shorter 


trip than this on good to soft 
ground here in November 

□□□ 

3.20: Court Melody is 
favoured by the race condi- 
tions along with Banjo, 
though neither is totally reli- 
able and LINDEN’S LOTTO 
can make his experience of 
this cross-countiy course tel 
A safe jumper he was going 
well within himself when left 
in tiie lead three out when 
winning a similar event over 
3m7f here in November. 


FIRST SHOW 
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buy in November, Lady the Tripleprint here last time 


Rebecca then slammed Zafar- 
2.10: This could be tougher abad over this course and dis- 
than it first appears and it is tance and is developing into a 


CHELTENHAM 

HYPERION 

12.30 Kadou Nonantais 2.45 Capenwray (nb) 

1.QQ Flaked Oats 3.20 Cavalero 

1.35 Wave Rock 3.55 Splendid Thyne 

2.10 Lady Rebecca 

GOING: Good to Soft (Goad in places); Cross comtry course - Soft. 

■ Left-hand. gaflopfng come with stiff fences Uphfl run-in of SMOydte 

■ Course is im N of town oft A435 Bus Pnk tram Cheltenham station (served by Bris- 
tol. Birmingham and London. P a d d rgton) 2m. ADMISSION: CU) & lattersafc cantoned 
£M2 (Juniors. 18-34 years, £8): Courage Erdosue £5. CAR PARK: Free. 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe 42-277 (152%). D Nicholson 31-207 (15%). N 
IWfSton-Daviea 22-210 (105%): J Gifford 16-118 (06%). Mrs J Pitman 15-70 (214%). 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy 41-159 (258%). N Williamson 33-160 (206%). R 
□unwoody 32- 196 (163% I, J Osborns 28-128 (216%). A Maguire 20- 140 (R3%) 

■ FAVOURITES: 205-514 (389%). 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Him Of Praise (100). Senor El Betrutti (245). 


BARING BINGHAM NOVICE CHASE (CUSS C) £10,000 
added 2m 5f Penalty Value £7,003 

1 O-lft KW)OU HOHAHTWS (FH) (20) (D) p & G tfawr) 0 6 11 12 — .J Osborne 

2 311-13 SONGOFTOESWORD(49)(C)(D)(Hf)(LadyUo»dWtttar)JCB6llB...GB«fBy 

3 00054 DUFMCKSTOWN (20) (F Tudher) F Tucter 7 II 4„ SBurrougfc 

A 91 P-24 BSHy®4MpF)pjDPotagaJMBra«cdt7ii4 llAffegnaU 

5 » -« LORD NOHJE (28) (ExbojOvq factog) ifcs H Krfgrt 8 T1 4 -JOdcty 

6 1 1P RASHSKIN (14) |B Ksay) G Bsttg 8 tl 4 B Fenton 

7 P3MP WBSft HARVEST (20) (D Wtaansj D WSars ? II 4 EByn»(7) 

S 31300- MAJADOU(BQp2q|CM.BJ&RFBanefnonqMFto>5t)7 A P McCoy 

-Bdadtesd- 

BETTINGiWI Kadou Ncnantafs. 4-1 Song OfThsSmrt. 5-1 Rkptiou, 7-1 Lord Noete, 14-1 Briton, 
33-1 others 

*98" Matter 0 1M G UerKfyn 9-2 (N TMsion-Davies) 6 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Kadou Nonanleta: Confrmwd his Class gmng weight al rouKf to experienced ffafcl 
whan bsatfig Cariin0fard Gate a length a Li^fteW (2m4f heap ch. soft), sa prone 
to error? but rated a Royal & SunARance Chase prospect 
Song Of The Sword: Easy couse <ww from Shore Party to Oct but irritations ex- 
posed when 22 lengths 3rd erf S to SpenekJ here (3m ll now ch, good) latest Has 
somethrog to find 

Dunnlcka Town: Outcfcssed when distant -Wh of 5 to King Of Sparta orer course 
and cfctance an latest atari and Biaty to find tos company too hot again 
Erahften: UseM debut 2nd to Executive King, but disappointing when 47 lengths 4th 
ot B to Bramshaw WBod over same couse (3m. good to soft), k n p rovem enttomafce 
Lord NoeTre: UsefU novice border, oft the marie at Stretford to October Looks son 
to make a chaser and sub to have been wel schooled interesting prospect 
Rashsktav Irish pewit to pant wire. Lod early, soon weakened when puled up 4 
out m race won by Marboreugh at Lngflefo (3m nov ch. fwavyj. Probably needs tone 
Welsh Harvest Haft-brother to Hermes Harvest but shows none of hs relative's afri- 
ity over fences Beaton a rtstance on reappearance and puffed up latest 
Majadou: winner once to three Auteull hudle starts. Always behind on chase debut 
there to May but truer esttog prospect from pcwerM Pipe yard One to note n be ting 
VERDICT: ft seems fcdy that only one of tes occasional jumping errors can caS 
a halt io KADOU NONANTAIS' wtorxng sequence He looked a class act at ting- 
field, grvng weight to much more experienced rivals. Song Of The Sword is the form 
pick among hs rivals but Lord Hoelto and Majadou are two particularly Interesting 
new recruits to fencing. 

MILES GOSLING HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS B) £15,000 
added 4m If Penalty YSIue £10,211 

1 1/5IP0 SEVEN TOWERS £t)(C){D) (Ms E A Miray) Ms Mftewley tin X) .. . _PWwr 

2 FBI -3 BAHWfET tf8) (D) (Ms Oawd Tharpson) 0 Mchcfson 9V 4.. AMagase 

3 32R-50 W OF PWUSE (4) (D) {U G St Omtan) 0 Stereoad 9 11 0.. -J Osborne B 

J Fl.ri-3 FLAKHJ OATS (15) (Ears effe lab WEB Svafftsld) PNfctab OQ2 Jltasnf 

5 4F&32 OfftiltTS BROOK (20) [Mqpr A M Everat} K Batoy ® B 0 NWHkBrnon 

8 ffE-3 MSS DISWN (18) (ktteyn Forestoi R 9u*»s «t)0 BPomI 

7 P34J13 LAY IT OFF (32) {j G DNeBj J ONe* OB a R Johnson 

B «hF31 GOLDEN DRUM (16) (D) (IfcMahon Conbactore) J O'Shea 9 00- ..JOcfwl Bremen 

9 FSP-3 DADPY DANCER (FR) (22) (FJmes) Ms P Rad 800 TJ Murphy 

-S dedared- 

Mrwurn weigtH: KH Tnm handicap Ate Owbn Jfef 7tb, Lay B 0083*31, Gcfaun Drum 9sr 

IS. Daddy Oarrcer W12S. 

BETTING: 7-2 Flaked Oats, 4-1 Baronet, 84 Seven Tbwra. 5-1 Drukni Brook, 11-2 WknOrPrefea. 
5-1 Mbs Disldn. 12-1 Golden Drum, 20-1 Ley H Oft, 25 Daddy Dancer 
S98. Ksndal Cawler 8 9 12 D Sato |5) 7-i (B fl UBrtai) v net 

FORM GUIDE 

Seven Townra: Progressnni chaser two treasons ago and repressive when trig Ere- 

spray at N(TtoNg«etiibet.Ngver gong vwflaa two area atm taied aft bghfd'Bst iat W a 
latest. Stays wafl and chance at beer but one to be wary of 
Baronet: Scottish National winner from 6b lower. Needed run when 5 lengths 3rd 
to Thermal Warrior on SwuJwrn conebach (3m5f heap ch. good). Capable ol bold 
^kjw. but erratic yrmper who lei in thb race last year and is best on sound surface 


1.00 


12.30, 


Him Of Praise: Four-time wavier last terra Inctodtog Mfekney at Sandown and proved 
capable ol good show oft titis mark with 2nd to Dom Samourai M Haydock. BHam 
bade or after A7 lengths 8th to Kendal Cawsler to Ihblsh Notional on Monday 
Halted Oats; Ltyflyrnd and yet to wn outside Fontwel Staytog on when 4 length 
3rd of V to Royal Barge at Exeter (3m 2f heap ch. soft) and open to eryvovement 
Dniftfs Broolc Has not proges se d from Haydock win ewer Matd Boy last F-ebre- 
ary from 7lb lower and bin 17 lengths by Rtar Lassie at Lbgfteld (3m heap ch. soft) 
latest Slow and both wns on aound sutace 

Miss Dtakbu Out-and-out stayer. Beat Daddy Dancer at Puncheatown Omit heap 
ch. heavy) n Aprl and gold 2nd under pvtafty over som C/D 2 days later. Fkomte- 
Ing return at Pbnynon and by no means out of to although 5b out of handcap 
Lay If Off: Marica Rasen 3m ff winner to November but looks out of his depth here 
from 24b out ol handcap after latoeMB lengths 3«d to R^it3aidlred at Folkestone 
Golden Drum: Matatatoed upward curve with hd wto over Mater Trick at Bangor (4m 
If heap ch, good to soft) but remote prospect from 27b out of handcap 
Daddy Dancer Ex-frtsf? maiden chaser. He U by Mss Dtskn on Hnchestown tin- 
ring last term and wR be herd pressed to mate a marie from 3Gb out of f u mde ap 
VERDICT: VWt Swm Ttawere under a cloud end the pound My to be agferat 
the form pek. Baronet, thte could be between the dtokered-egan Him Of Pratee 
and a^rtfy-raced FLAKED OATS. 7his new tip bote Ideal tor Rad MchalaS Kghtly- 
raced ex-porttor, who put up an eicefent dsplayunder a tag weight at Exeter and 
may have mors scape tor knprovement then Mm Of Prafsa, vtoose Chepstow effort 
to severe co ndtion s on Monday codd have toft a mark 


1.35 


STEEL PLATE TRIAL HURDLE (CLASS C) 
£8,500 added 4Y0 2m If Penalty Value £4,691 



1 2MH DANGERUS PRECEDENT (24) (D) (Chts Baths) C EpBritto 11 12 NWBaOBon 

ydkM, pwpte apoti yebr cap 

2 F421 SADLETTS SECRET (18} (D) (A 5 habss^ U Ppe 11 4 A P McCoy B 

oange. ofcepemflaa on bod/ end cap 

3 CLASSIC IMPACT (FBI) p M Bonn 8 M Bbdctvi^ P Hiphy tf 0 MAFtegeraW 

ctestc krpBCf |ta): 

4 HBMY HEALD (F130) (WESfcit) JCJd tl 0 >..TJ Murphy 

dterbboand Mia ctaot dakbk* stem, •rite a*. CM Me star 

5 3443 NOSLEOa4AND{USA)(14)(Bf}(l*sEAHa)nxk)GBektog11 0 B Fenton 

red dtonondandaRdBte. Cfwdtetp 

6 & SADDLERS' ROE (S2) (BE) (FOd Fam focn^) D Mchchon 11 0 AMagdra 

roscafcf Aoqpaddbmamfcqt 

7 822 SffiiGANZARP^ (Artery Sc4rtriou)OShw«oti 11 0- JOabomaB 

aaige. dakbkm 6mni difUa cm oonge ehnondt 

8 2322 WAVE ROCXpO) (The EarfCatogoi) Mss HKngft IJO JCdriy 

eon due 

9 R3 ZATCTEADO (76) (M Archer 3 Mss J BioadusQ N hreton-Da« n 0 CUmlyfl 

JgM Mm narooncfwwtn faked steam; ^t&tee ad maoonqMrtared cap 

V 323436 ZURWflfl (The Staton Sevan) Ms CHda HO JHogtafd(7) 

maroon, yefcachewm hooped cap 

It 03 MOTfSS HSi 3 GDI (Bertshre Cermwdal CcmjonenS) D lABams t) O....S Duracfc 
wMa ratal Me cross tate MW sfeetes; rqd bkjotpes. emenU g/een and blue hooped cap 

-11 dadoed- 

BCTTWG: »4 Oangena Preceded. 5-1 Wtore Rock. (M Ctoaalc inpact, 7-1 UdhetttMp.SHanry 
KeafeL Stngaim; 10 Saderto SscreL 12-1 Nobto Demand, 14-1 Sarttare 1 Roe, 20-1 Zipobada, 
25-lZuryaf 

imXrgdcri&rpererCtl AGTorrey tZ-i (WCteflBran 

FORM GUIDE 

Dangerus Precedent Good effort to ffve Wto and 7-tangm beating to subsequent 
scorer Ftoborant at Fcntwet (2m 2f nov hde, heavy). Improvtog and the one to beat 
Sacfler's Secret Easy task at PlUTfXanfetesL but only 8b better with Dangerus F¥eoe- 
dent tor 34 langths on esder Ascot furtog and plenty to fM 
Ctasate Impact Utofd mtode-dstence handcapper on Flat for Pater Ch^pte-Hyam, 
scoring at Nowbury. Goes wel on soft and interesting newcomer tor shrewd yard 
Henry Heeld: Brighter 71 maiden winner on Flat tor Peter Makto. One to note n the 
market on dabut for new yard. Unproven on easy surface 
Noble Demand: Rumng consistently n wdnary company. Looks held by Dangerus 
Precedent on latest B lengths 3rd Of to to Roborant at Ltogfteto pm nov hde; heavy) 
Saddlers' Roe: Narrowly beaten to weak Wbrtester novice on debut but looked re- 
luctant and faded to progress when odd-on Sth of 12 to Another Beveled at Hirt- 
ngdon (2m nov hde. good to firm) latest and 6 difficult to fancy 
Sherganzar: PosaUy unlucky when bfn ’/• length by Trafuds al Newbury Em nov 
htfle, good) and bripit chance at weights with Dangerus Precedent though 
Oui h'adout Improving and shodd go dose 

Wave Rode Improved effort when bln IB lengths by Hors La Loi B at Lngfefcf (2m 
hdte. soft) alter mstaka at second tost torprovtog and ana to eonsfcter 
zapateadw Lsntted abfily n two aarty- season outings and uref held by Htove Rock 
on 7th of 12 to Was Orphan at Kempton 

Zuryaft Looks exposed and Italy to s&ugge on evidence d fetest 40 lengths 6th 
of 10 to Ftoborant at Ungfieid (2m nov bda, heavy) 

Mothers Help: Eariy-soson Windsor winner from Wave Rock, but 6 lengths behind 
that horse at Lingfield last time and to now 4b worse oft Poesatoty needs a tongat 
trip now 

VERDICT: DANGERUS PRECEDENTS improving With every outing. and It was 
a usefu eftart to bear Roborant a Ton tw c C It cotid takB a smart one to haft hs se- 
quenca Wave Fiodc. who battled on wal after a late mistake a Lingfiato; looks the 
btggea Bieat vrth the aifcr ctwsg in Hs favcw but She t ynar also ca r mawfa 
respect and Classic Impact would be interesting if the market signals were ri^ti. 


2.10 


TOTE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS B) £15,000 
added 2m 5f 110yds Penalty Value £10,124 



1 33B35 CASTLE SWEEP (13) (Loti Ifestey) D Nchcbon B G 0 R Johnson 

rcyelbba, stole ssbed steeres 

2 tl-149 LADFRSECCAp0)(CD)(>0m8rdey0pttn9b|IAs9VWeziB7116 N WManeon 

tsoMi. dartgnxn atsevea, jdkM/cqs 

S Ot-ITI AIPMEFWmetpfq(1>D5a«)l*sMFteroeyBGB * PMsen 

naan ttessfeeies. Ightbbe cap. rmoonttamonl 

4 03/22- ROMANCER (481) [U Arche £ (A33 J Broarfust) N TQanes 8 ti 5 .CUmwBynB 

l&tUuti nBoarrcfamn baked MHbbk ^hfbteflanfnwtxn quartered osp 

5 -me PAPO KHA«SMA(qiCC9(B^-PheHedDnias*P Metis 0t)O RWdgar^ 

njafbbe snms. block tfiib taoexd abacs, wtOe cap. infll bkx spots 
-Sdsdsred- 

Utotnuv mitft 10 a True tenScsp mdghc: Papo Khsrtsna 9st 13&. 

BETTING: 5^ latfy Rabecca, 3-1 Alptaa Parttm, 4-1 Papa Khvama, IM Cadis Swap, A-1 Ro- 
mnear 

1998: RinosM 7 O 0 R Fwiant M ter (Ms J Rtinan) 6 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Castto Sw ee p : Classy handcapper, thsd In tha Corel Cup here n 1997. Wssed last 
season, but showed he rotates his aMty when 3rd at Ascot m No ve mber . Has been 
dropped 7b. but sM fib feghar than hta last wtontog mark 
Lady Rebecca: Most anstasnt mare, found 2m too short when 4«i at Newbury, but 
won here (2n>4t good) next time. Softest task to date off a 5b fogfw mark sid 20b 
hrgher titan wtortng over cans and dstance st November 
A/ pine Panther Stays 3m and Just lasted home over that trip at Bangor (gfs) last 
time. Has been raised 8b anoa winning te Newcastie (3m) last month and drop back 
to trfo shoJd not be tea murtii of a dteadvantage on this testfog course 
Romancar S ma rt for m two seasons ago when 2nd n tha Tore Gold Trophy and Coun- 
ty Htida Dbappototed over fences last season, has not ron tar t3 months and tries 
this bp for the fist ttoia 

Papo Khartema: Much Improved tor new stable and possbly a tittle Lriucky not to 
oomptote a fwedngr at Wnconun (ana, soft! on Bcnng Day when he hfttfw lasL 
In his toughest contest eo tec but not out of It with Ftobert Widger dakntog Sb 

VERDICT: A top cia&s Srw-Lp to which ft is hard to etimtaate any of the rumera 
Romancer * urefi handicapped m ha old farm, but LADY REBECCA, three times 
a witoer at Cheltenham, cored pot here been more impressive tfun when slamnting 
Zafarabad by 12 tengthe hare last month and can contrue to defy the handcapper. 


2.45 


UNICOIN HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS B) 
£25,000 added 2m 5f Penalty Value £17,506 


1 P-iPOO SBKM EL BETRUTTI CFf) (CO) (GowtiNxk) Ms Slfacfc Gti O. — N WWamson B 

pupte. sweete green cram oftarerta mmkl green c^» 

2 ®31 NORTHEFM STARLIGHT (20) (CD) (Arifer Saxh) M Rpe BOG A P McCoy 

red ehte atemes aid spat an cap 

3 U-P66 IMKB(d^(CD)^j^Hh6adnatoPartierdti^KTOasea8'BG CUenByn 

Stack and pMdebob laired beeves, pint cap 

* BW3 PETE THE PARSON (34)(CO) (BP) (NESfufiJ Ob 10 TJ Murphy 

dak fates anti whte check daft ttee steerea atote op. dEric bb» Ar 

5 GSW> FWETHTNE (34) pi) (Pgto Wfegarxl] He A Perett W 09 JfAFtogwted 

pt*. tm fate itoape 

8 2-103 W STRONG GALE (20) (D) (T Chafpei R &»y) P Nchtfa 8 V7— JTiaartiB 

chr * yeag otosato. dak yaanateres. red awtiets. fatecat and red cfaadi cap 

7 1-5221 BREBPHAy(q(0jnfevcrH9iimnB^fWs5SmdhBO7eB) SDurack 

arerakt atoyetioar Quartered), wfw Maacs arrtie^r 

8 4-zni CAPENWRAY (2^ (CD) |B K Peppeti) j King V n 2 -ADottoto 

)elaK prey tereies 

9 TP.-32 KDWMAKMG (20) (C) (D) (Korwrida Ud) O Serwood F V2 — JOabome 

igH fates; write aA faked sfeeret trim c*. %hr6be star 

G CP/P- JATHtB (CAN) (32to (□) (Oxm PtqS lt*)g SvsUcDMPpe 8 DO. Ft Johnson 

Igtt Uue, dak fake ttoewin cW»to an steeiss. Ight fake cap da* fatee star 

11 P4P-0 GO UMVSRSAL (19 (D) (Ltetewsal Conhrwce) N Chanoe 11 100. BFereon 

rof&ttx, red epeikts. arite steeisK red chemns. rOfitbkje cap. red sor 
-11 tisetered- 

LMnuti wetgtt tOSL True hantiup weighs: Go Urnesa/Ba 1 38> 

BETRNG: 74 Capanaray 4-1 Northern StmtigM, 9C Bresprsy. 6-1 PateThs Parson. 13-2 MrStiong 
Gtos, 10-1 Ffne Thyne, Komekte King ktefear, 2U-1 Jatfifa, 25-1 otirert 
®98. Pete The Pason 8 G 0 M A FtagereM 3-1 tav (J Old) 6 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Senor El BefruttL-tterysmarf handcapper at besL though out of sorts tius season 
Has been dropped 8b and ttnksred far tha first time, but one to be wary of intt 
showwg a rewal 

No rthern Starlight: Much improved and attempts to fdBow up his ati-the-way suc- 
cess n the Tripteprint Gold Cup over course and cfstance (good) last mont h off a 
7to N^wr mark. Meets I* Strong Gale (3rd) on 8b worse terms tor 7=/* lengths - 
Mahler SucceashJ here and at Pimchesiown test season, but has yet to recapture 
that farm, though finished 6th In the Hennes3y and has been dropped 5to 
Pete The Paraotc Vfan this test season aft a 4fa kMier mark. Made mtetakes on hfa 
return to terms at Newbury (2m if. soft) in November and ts up agates! same expe- 
rienced herxfceapperB 

Rne Thyne: Puled up to (he Hennessy In November, but Brewed 2nd n the Wtw- 
breed to Apri end waa aoo Sth to Senor El Baruto to the Tripteprint here let see- 
soa te s« 7b hl^iei' then ha bet wfrrmg mark 

Mr Strong Gala: Lost hte place af» a mistake 3 out when 3rd to Northem Slari*yrt 
here last month. Has an 8b pid and can finish much closer wtm better )umptog 
Efeeapray: inproved tmvards the end of tel season in notice chases, but is fixing 
things herder In tenrfeaps. Stayed on after bong outpaced 5 outto wtn at Wether- 
tty on Bomg Oay and more to do with e 5b perulty 


Capenwray: FYogresfifee handcapper, who has been retead 20b this season toflowtog 
a nat-tnek. Acts on any going and twa won twice here over bn4t Takas a step up In 
class, but shoUd run «s usual game race 

Konvekta King: Lootead as if he would be surfed by a retom to this dstance when 
a hd 2nd to Bamageere Boy at Heydodc (2m) test nnnth. Hard to fancy an that torni 
Jsthb: Promsing front-nmning novice to 09S-7, but ightiy raced since and test run 
for Martin Pipe Stayed 3m over hurde& but has not rut since February 
Go Universal: Won 5 consecutive chases in 1895-6 (teat ground) tar Charts Brooks 
and &tity raced stoca Is 12b low e r t ha n when 4th tcDubfti Flyer over course and 
defame to T937, but probably past his best 

VERDICT Northern Starlight made all wider lOst 1 b m the Tttoleprtti here feet 
month and wB agate prove hard to peg back, even thou^i he has been raised 7b 
He b on tha smal side to concede weight and CAPENWRAX who has tofaroited leaps 
and bounds in the last two seasons, coitid prove the value. TWs is hs Ideal bfo and 
tha handcapper may not have caught up wfttr htot yet 


3.20 


SPORTING INDEX SELECT CROSS-COUNTRY 
CHASE (B) £12,500 added 3m If £8y440 


C4 


1 RVCR COURT M&OOY (21) (D) [Mck Cobwn) P Mdwfc k tl tl JTbzardB 

mauve aidyeiunSamonis. nose Gteevss yetifawcap 

2 8DF44 BANJO (F=R) pa) (C) (1^ (Darren C Murcer) D PtirJidson 9 n 8 RJafnaan 

fatack eMefaoap^ fafBdr steam ntitejpe 

3 1-22F2 CAVALBtO (30) (CD) (BF) (H j Manners) H Manat. X) ii ft JUrACharieeJonM 

deritbk/B. rad cop, gmn spots 

4 5P-361 UNDBTS 10TTO (4^{C) d^{M Beley) A J Matin (M) till 6 AMa^rire 

royal fitee and yetotfdnmm, redcap 

5 3322-4 FAWDN1(FB) (131) (IhaPiopelasPHrlnerd^i K'Ba»0y6 1D7 NWSanwoe 

fake ttert btee faocas. «Mb sfeewe 

8 -53504 GALE AfgAD (22) (D) (>ta T FTiergrc fl Dr PP ri Wlafd 9 B 7 — Dr P Pritchard 

pe%immaniJmwuaidamlBts.quartondcap 
—8 dectered- 

BET71NG:7-4 Baifo, 52 Linden's Lotto, 3-1 CutoMetody, 132 Cavafero. 12-1 Famfoni. 38-1 Bate 
Ahead 

*98- McGregor Thge Tfed 12 n B 3 Hntag W jt tor (G ffchanfc) 6 ran 


FORM GUIDE 


Court Melody: Fak handcapper on hts day. but retoctant to race end talad off when 
refused at the 8th here test month. Also made mistakes af Ascot before lhat 
Banja: Ueuely needs jfierty at drwtog along and may hare found the^ trip (Sw&f) too 
far at Sandown last tena Capable of wimkig tins 

Cavalero: Potiri-ro-potot and htne*«haae wnner. so this course should hold no sur- 
prises. NomaSy a sate jjmpor. but tel at Avrtree to Norentwr and to finckng ft hard- 
er In handcajM 

Unden's Lotto: Wen a sfotiar event here (3m7T) to November when he was left in 
tire lead when McQegor The Third took the wrong course Experience of this unique 
lay-out wi give hen an advantage 

FamfonL- Fftaced twice from 3 rvns over fences In the French provinces at dstancas 
ip to 2m5l Ltoknown quantity but tn&fify to be good enough 
Gale Ahead: Won rence over hurdtes last season when trained by George Moore 
and has abo been succassfd 3 times over fences. Poor form far new connections 
ttas season and has been tried In btinkaro 


VERDICT Banjo has not raaBy futffled his promise, though should go cfose as 
he wtxid be gwing weight to the others In a handcap with the exception of Court 
Mfeody. HiMWirer. L1NDBTS LOTTO mastered tike cross-country couse to November 
when he won by five lengths from the useful Frftvsevencharmete and looks more re- 
tahta 


UNICOIN HOMES SPA HURDLE (CLASS B) £10,000 added 
3m 110yds Penalty Value £6,775 


1 iti- U3BO JM (P156) (CC) IMr^SYThcrraS) JCk) 7 Tl C T J Murphy 

2 -1220 OCEAN HAWK (t^(D)(M Archer & Mss JBoadusfaN TOawas 7 m2 CLJeweByn 

3 WHID S0JVERWS)GE^)(Q{W&MsEfttR^NHer)dar8xi8na MARagsrafd 

« HEP SPLSC4D TNYlii (S) (J Gdvanon] T Casey 7 11 0 WMsvston 

> 4 declared - 


BETTING: IM SpteodW Thyne, 11-4 Bftrer Wedge. 3-1 Lord Jim, 7-2 Ocean Hawk. 

098 ICghty Itoss 7 11 4 Mr F Hutsfay ft-4 fav (0 Ndidson) 5 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Uwtt am Uriaeasan m three noviea huttes tost seesen and 3rd in tf® Queen Alexan- 
dra at Royal Ascot fn Jure. Has plenty to do accardeig to the official ratings 
Ocean Hawk: Left a cSetanr 3rd (Wn 30' h lengths) to Pllncetul n the ixeig Uteft at 
Asca IjBt month attar Mr Percy ft*. Beaten 4 lengths by Spiendfo Thyne (aid) when 
3rd to Princehd to the Stayers’ Hurde to March and is 12b worse oft 
Silver Wedge: Long Sfe* winner r "095 Put up a promising effort on hts firti out- 
tog ance Aprt. 1996 when 8th to Mbier Morose at Chepstow in November and good 
chance If he has retained his abity 

Splendid Thyne: PiAed up tn Mster Moroses race at Chepstow in November, but 

feabie have made a very slow Start Ajmewb to Princeftti to feat eaasor* SteydfS’ 

Futile and wd be hard to beat if repeating that form 

VERDICT; Although SPLENDID THYNE was puled up on hb reappearance at 
Chepstow fes trakwr reported that the gating is extremely dffiatit to get fit first lima 
Spfenrtd Thyne needed les first run last season and then went on to wn he nevt 
tour races before ftoertng secwid to Princeful to tiw Slayers' Hurdte here m March. 

CWy sevai, he 9hoUd be spot on lor tte 


3.55 


LEICESTER 

HYPERION 

12.45 Bora Bora 1.15 Catherine's Way 150 
Stretching 2J20 Shanavogh 2.50 Chedc The 
Deck 3^25 Bessie Browne 


INSPECTION: 7.30am 

GOING: Chases - Heavy; Hurdles Good to Soft. 

■ Right-hand, undulating course. Run-in of 25dyd& 

■ c curse is 2m SE of ofy off A6 Leicester station (Lot dor 
Pancras - ^wffieid me) 2m. ADMISSION: Club £13; fetters 
no (QAPs £6) Picnic Car park £25 admits car and tour oe 
pants. Rue racecante. CAR PARK: Free 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe 1S-7S (253%); N Harden 
W-32 (313%1 D Mcftofson f>90 00%), Mrs J Pftmen 9-44 EQf 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy T&-5S (2811%), A Magi 
12-60 0yiy M A Ftegerald 11 -SO P2H j Otibome 7-37 ftas 

■ FAVOURfTES: 82-269 (342%). 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Boufevard Bay (250). 


12.45 


HUMBERSTONE NOVICE HURDLE 
(D) £4,000 added 2m 4f 110yds 

1 Z-2PB BORA BORA (IS) N TremOamse It 7 .TJertO 

2 4 BSUafiTBEpajlteVYrtHraSttfi RThaWOT 

3 1 HAPPY HUSSAR p^HOaiy 6 1« 6_ -OGtitegher 

4 54-OG SAINT JOE (17)0 Sherwood 6 tl 6 J A McCarthy 

-4 declared - 

UfclliMG: M Bore Bore, B4 Brusfaflre, Happy Hussar. MSAfJoe 


FORM VERDICT 

Happy Hussar and Bruahflre both ahevred enough m their 
bwrper to sugge^ tfwy can be tec novices, tart are passed 
over to favour of BORA BORA, whose Sarrina e assured, and 
who has afcsady shewn a iking for soft ground 

tl -ic I NEW YEAR NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE 
I— lo l (CLASS E) £5.000 added 2m If 

t 5F-421 CATl«WESWWpSP)ATHre»711» LHang* 

2 SlUfSI SIROCCO (29) WsM Jcnes 7 11 0 .WUnton 

3 CPPM2 HANG-aiOUTTODSY(17)ELjanw88T15 JABfcC^hy 

4 BFM feSW SHOT (27)(0) 1*3 JFrtmti 7 112 DLaahy 

5 0PG3OTHE LADY SCORES (3) 5Dorr7tll RThOrotol 

- 6 (teetered - 

BEmNG;7-4 Hantfera Ouffo Dry 2-1 Cathwtoty W«y. 8-1 Wwry Shot, 
10-1 Saw Sfrneco, The Udy Scores 

FORM VERDICT 

Catherine's Way has to be feared, but HANCEM OUT TO 
DRV b preferred He has shown enough in two run since Ns 
return to suggest there are races to be totrd with tern 


1.50 


PARSLEY SELLING HURDLE (CLASS G) 
£2,500 added 2m 


1 aw BAGKfnW PARKY (16)0 IfcCatr Stt 5 JLCCoytep) 

2 522303 Potato ROSIN (16) Mrs A E Jofran E fl 5..J AlfcCarHiy B 

3 006343 SncrcHWGe5AJa*E96fl5 OMeffeatira 

4 44«0 REMBtiBERSTARm ADSmaiEII 0 .GSupefeP) 

5 PD3SYUW)E{24)Hlterer5JYi2 0 Burrow* (5) 

-Sdedared- 

BEnTNOc 11-10 Round Rcfaia 5-4 Sratdten. 7-1 SvftMda, 8-1 Ftorewnbar 
Stw, 25-1 Ftedotin Parky 


FORM VERDICT 

ROUND ROBIN. )ust touched off by Marsh Marigold here 
to Noirerrtw may be worth another chance to tfaswrak con- 
test Stretching Is the obvfaw danger ai hs Uirtow second 

\0 9f\\ VWGSTON HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
D) £10,000 added 2m 4f 110yds 

1 P-52S SHffflNGUGHTp^ (CO) D Nctntnn t) ttQ — R Thornton 

2 i^3PP DefCt«UH(FH) (18) Ms L derail O OMcPhtlg} 

3 PJhPi SEHRABATp^P^OSherreodSll 9 .JAMcCatiy 

4 /2F1-3 STW4SVOGH P4) im G M Hwre 8 Tl 3 RGontty 

5 SP40- CfTTADMO(233) (CD)CTfoTSonSSO DLsrtgr 

-Sttednd- 

fc&*ucreigf*tattln*taicS^ 

BETTING: %* Stinfng UgfaL H Stem Bay, 11-4 Shanavogh, 5-1 
Donlcftea^ 10-1 Ctitedtoo 

FORM VERDICT 

Sierra Bay had iff to spare over Shining Light at htritng- 
don to Natrtfflhtt. Wt the Kdnteon horse now meets DA rt«l 
on 18b better terms and rrasf have a tak chance of trening 
the tabfea How e v e r, he does not tospretmcti confidence and. 
wtde Shanavogh's dates are obvious, he jurifeteg at Hunt- 
. tegdon was not al ttiaf ffefett k rr*?it just pay to tote a dtence 
an DENICHEUR, who has his best chance since arrivtog bom 
Frwwe and codU gc to at a nee price 

FORD MAIDEN CHASE (CLASS E) 
£4,000 added 2m At 110yds 

1 HFOFP BOnSMRD BAY dG WrePteeam BUS .MfBitaBrttB 

2 /4-44P CfCCK THE DECK C3)ChtemBti 5 JHagea 


2.50 


3 B53 nOARA (27) D Nchotson 7 11 5 RThomton 

4 flPOU THE HAPPY MONARCH (17) J R&rWi 7 n 5 ^ . D Leahy 

5 42US GBXWR (R=0 (32) T fosft B *3 8 □ GfiSS^icr 

-Sdacfend- 

BETTING: V2 Parian, M GtiTnue fr-1 Chack Tha Deck, B-i The Happy 
Nonreh,2Sh1 Bottinvrd Bay 

FORM VERDICT 

GiK-mar, to receipt of the handy 6-y-o alowance. looks the 
mato throte to PADARA, wtoo third n a fak contest a Warner- 
by lost month and is a nice Jang- form prospect 

[3 05 1 GLEBE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) 

1- -1 £5,000 added 2m 4f lioytis 

1 21030 SHOOFK(35)SDowaf1 o 0 Gatteghar 

2 412E6 Q<W«STBS.(22)CManS116 CWferffi 

3 E2PO ®SIE BROWtfE G Htibard 7 n 2 „ R Thornton 

4 -OOPPO FRONTERRJGHT(U5A)(34)(D)PHaSt9ft)0..TSkfctaN(5} 

5 OCfflOP TONTJUKE FABLES (23) EL Janes 9 X)D- DLactoyB 

-Sdedared- 

kft*»uni«etfr 10a Tr* nawficapwe^t Hrfev Utfes sa tab 
BETTING: owns Batata Brawn*, M Dart KcatreL 3-1 ShooJk, iti FTnn- 
Uar fVght, ForMie Rsfata 

FORM VERDICT 

There s always a danger to backtog a horse who has nsi wefi 
fhst tton out affera breeK ana then reappears queidy. BESSIE 
BROWNE fits tha teft but she mbs not gvan a had bme when 
her tteence had gone alHrttogdon on Bocng Day and eufcen 
to accottot tor some goneraly out-of-sortB nvafe 


Sharpical sharpened 
for Newbury return 


SHARPICAL IS to be primed for 
the Tbte Gold IVophy at New- 
bury in February, the race he 
won so impressively last year 
to put his name into contention, 
until injury intervened, for the 
Champion Hurdle, 

Nicky Henderson's charge, 
who has not raced since that 
Newbuiy success, will have his 
seasonal reappearance delayed 
until Haydock this month and 
will not attempt to atone for last 
season's unlucky defeat in the 
Ladbroke Hurdle when he 
made a bad mistake at the 
final flight of hurdles. 


“The plan is to get him spot- 
on for the Tote Gold U'ophy," 
Henderson said, “with, hope- 
folly, one run beforehand, prob- 
ably at Haydock." 

SharpicaJ’s stable-compan- 
ion Barna Boy has also been 
ruled out of the Ladbroke and 
mil be trained for the County 
Hurdte at Cheltenham - a race 
be won In 1997. 

■ The weather is threatening 
today’s card at Leicester and to- 
morrow’s Ayr meeting. Leices- 
ter where there has been heayy 
rain, will be inspected at 7.30am 
and Ayr at 8.30am today. 
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Racing at grass-roots level: The opening event at TbntweO yesterday, the Auld Lang Syne Novices* Hurdle, is a race that Timmy Murphy will not want brought to 
as he crashes to earth on the second-favourite, Quetal, who was unhurt by the hail. The race went to Jamie Goldstein on Jim Jam Joey Julian Herbert/Al 
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Catterick 

HYPERION 

12.50 Meldrum Park 1.20 Helenes Hill 

1.55 Toni's River 2.25 Soldier Mak 

2.55 Damza 3.30 Squandamanla 


RHPP HOWTOOOOMCiflJSteCtamians — I* A Emm* (7) 
BPS JOHDILE FORGE (S)(|ff)FMjpiyB 11 5JfrJlfcttrarap)B 
45Btt? UO^BEJR DARCY P^J AdamB r S B Stony 


64606 PBKS OF THE JOB (MQ F Mwtatfi 7 11 5- 

2302 -P HVEHM(1QJ tyrtey6115 

P-FW SEABURN 16 ) NUaamS fl 5 


530F3 THE OTOBB HALF (6) L Lingo 1 na. 


..JmcGrelh 
— D Parker 

-K Johnson 

■H Supple 


GOING: Good (Good to Soft In places). 

■ Left-hand course, undulating and shop. Ncrt suitable for the 
long-stridng horse. Run-in 240yds. 

■Course is NW of town on A6138. Dartngtan station Mm - bus 
serrlce to course. ADMISSION: Club 02; Tattersab £8; Couse 
£250 (undams free nto as enctosms). CAR RUMO Reserved 
area £2, remainder traa . 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADPJG THAW EHS. Mrs 14 na vete y 23- tE P25*) M Hwv 
mond M2 (MKlItoS Smti tME (M*),G M Moore It-® (68%) 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: P Niven 2W7 (209%). R Gantty M~ 
76 (184%), A S Smfth 13-03 (14%). B Storey 0-144 (9%). 

■ FAVOURITES: OT-340 (356%) 

BUNKEREDORST TIME: S«reirede(vteorecl. 1251}; Bold Lege- 
cy (vfcored, tS£% King 1 * Huwar (vtacred, tad) Jago (120). Dee- 
perata Days (15S). 


5 

6 

7 

8 
B 

n 

it 

12 fiOWJ TOirS WVHl (43) (An M ftoeby 7 ti S__» A Dempsey (3) 

n F4FB32 UPANDOYB»<43)R'tateB115 lira F Needham 

ft P04HV OtD BETSY (701) UcSSmilhS 71 0 DJIlolM 

« 2FFW POLITICAL HAMATE (3ZJ H ffcoi 6 HD- C McConw* $) 

« 12204 SISTER GALE (IB) l*S S Sfflih 7 II 0 GFRyanR) 

- 16 doctored - 

BETTING: 3-1 Van’s Rhw;7-4 JofUUFqrige.5.1 Homieur Darcy, 7-1 
FbnutTWia, Stator Gde, 8-1 Up And Ova; 14-1 Rys Ran. 16-1 The Other 
Htof.20-1 ottws 

FORM VERDICT 

Joridl Le Forige woiid haw outstontSng otolms il hta tame 
effort last Saturday coutt be forgiven, but TOM’S RIVER may 
prove more retebte. He has given the impression In the past 
thed ha «•* tie «eS sUtod by a test of stamna such as this. 
Monetov Darcy can also got Into the money 


12.50 


MOTHER GOOSE NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m 31 

1 -22311 RUSSIAN ASPECT (S)(C)MWEu5torty 5’B5JfeKO'Ttyan(7) 

2 1S.Q MAJOR SPOH3(»(e9mGM Mom 7n VNIMy (7) 

3 2D4t32 MaDHUMRARK (1^(CD) FIAij«y61l 7 JItJIIcNib«»B 

4 4 CORPORATION POP : Q (BF) J Jefteson 5 tf 5. LWyv 

5 P- FAflHAN (USA) (370) K 5 H 5 Hr R RmtoM (I) 

6 4fl«0 FOflUDABUfWTTNER<S4)UsVVtord6TI9_nBtotony 

7 -65SCP >®lllSIJEYfUBtWTEaBtorty5l15 nucOntoi 

8 54TFG MAJORIiAffi(aJ)JHjDt¥BOn8115 DMk 

9 30 NOBLE HYMN (37) J H Jrhnson6 H 5 — CHcCmrackp) 

V 50W- SALMON CaiAH (326) N Rdanfe6 TI 5 B Hurting 

V 40441 SERS4ADE(M) P SprStswood 5 11 5 SDqitarV 

V 0064)6 aura HOME (17) DIMM! 6 11 5 XUBtOltBlt 

B D BABYGffipSJDWhBarESTlO— B Storey 

14 P383- FINAL SCORE (271) F Murphy 9 HO J Jardtae(7) 

-6 LWM) LBBAWJLADY(15)l*sSaT»«i9110. 

6 THEffllEYBWPiAaU Ffewtey7 Ti 0 — 

tT POSSOO EDOtEROtoBOfn)R»bor»Buso4»6- 

-17t‘ ' ■' 


2.25 


JACK AND THE BEANSTALK H’CAP 
HURDLE (CLASS D) E4.000 added 2m 

1 1230 COUNBffCRCJ®W(D)HsUlteBbyBlieilNajdfcnS 

2 iwest CtlMOntAN HABBTHO (I5| <CD) TEgsabyfin 2i. B^er B 

3 -«H> AMEM0EAMHr(ianMWEiBtoly6ll0_lfeKarRym(I) 

4 CB21 «NJWI(PJ3I>(II)|BF)TDtW*Bv9*B B Storey 

5 222B SOLDIER IIA1C (13) (C) p) J Uadde 6 1) 8 Eftoslwf 

6 84Ri BUnOLlANO (20| m K Mogm 6 V 1 — Hr R Formal (7) 

-•tketared- 

BffTnNQ: 32 Country OreUd. 1 1-4 Mwlgtoino. 4-1 Crenbrtm HeMtio, 
MSoUerMak, 8-1 AJpfiM MdHimy. KM Kkuvi 

FORM VERDICT 

Not on easy race to pradct mtfi no obvfoua pacamater among 
the six rumors. Harig fia no. who puled hard whan winning 
at Ha/dock. may not be one about which to take a short prica 
and p re fe re nce • tor COUNTRY ORCHID 


_SPcn1tt(7) 
Gl 


Mkattn^) 


2.55 


HANS CHRISTIAN ANDERSON H’CAP 
CHASE (CLASS D) £7,000 added 2m 


SETTING: w lfc0or Sponsor 11-4 Russian Aspect, 5-1 Hoidrora Part. 
14-1 Fomddabto Ptntiw, The Grey Baft 1M Creptw*» Pap.23-1Hofe»- 
tfoy Hire, Uafor Hags, Final Score, 25-1 other* 

FORM VERDICT 

Russian Aspect Is progressing and. despite a double 
penalty, to expected to gwe the farm pick. MAJOR SPON- 
SOR. most to da The latter found the concession of 7t) to 
Crazy Horse beyond him in testing corxftons at Ayr: but time 
may Stow that was a useful performance 


312580 GOUGH IBID pi) (D) T Efltorty 6 tt tL 


1.20 


CINDERELLA SELLING HURDLE 
(CLASS G) £2,000 added 4YO 2m 

33UQ BOLD LEGACY pi)R Fort DB. --..NHorradtoRV 

05 HAPPY DAYS (lH D Hi*B 10 G Djr 


..F Lotov B 


ciy-- 

n^. 

■j; 

DiiC t 
QiTVV 
. the I 


_ 30 raTffpajTEBEJBrtjyOB^ 

4 U440 JAGOp2)WWEastertiy'Otl - 

5 < MMera HUSSAR 0^<B^QMMM«»e.NHimtoy (7) V 

8 PP DCXW QUEST (22) K Morgw t) E HrRFtot«to(7) 

7 SUMPfflOfl(P23^DWhlansOB BHtodtag 

B 4503 YlfYJOURYRJO (1^ FIAiphyU fiJBrJPHeNw«Bll(5) 

a QOUBtW BAY (F12^ N Itenn « 7 KJotonoe 

« o ROfltoBt LOVE (USA) (i^T(taiwiyw7NHttouate«M 

11 4443 HELENES HILL (13) (BF) J L Hams 107 LOHan 

V tip HIDWG PLACE pfl}W Storey V 7 RMcGrtoh 

O OOF ICAFORDMAffl) (21) Jltedas 07 EHutoand 

-13 declared - 

BETTING: 6-2 rm TM, 72 Hsfenat H8I, S-1 Wngfe Huesac 8-1 Wyfltssy 
Ryez, 8-1 Jopo. ia-t Wdhg Place, 14-1 Bold Lagocy: 25M tohere 

FORM VERDICT 

rM TEF should be forgiven h«& hfiure tn heavy ground ever 
an ortanded 2m1f at Martet Rasen and Is bettwMdgedon 
hta phasing debut effort in less demurring condttarra over 
couee and instance 


1 

2 $3-5fl UOfMMNpt)^D)09F)MHarrmondS ti 1? — B Honing 

3 WSW POUHCALTOWSt (17) (CO) R Hxm 12 11 6 _C McCormick 

4 5F221P BATTSTY FBH) (89) N Mason tit) D RGtiosl 

6 22RF COUNT KARWISK1 (16) (CO) (BR F Hxphy 7 1) B 

ItJ PllcMmanP) 

8 254611 DAMZA (15) (CD) N Uoecn 7 f) 6 K Johnson 

7 -3MF UD5SPAffiANT(2qmJBVHai9«4 B Storey 

- 7 doctored - 

BETTING: M Danaa, 70 Count Konantod, 6-1 Uaoytiian. RoiBcto'Rnws 
1M Btotwy PhtoL 7-1 Ookfeo Htofey 8-1 Hon Pageant 

FORM VERDICT 

Question maria about die form and Jtxnplrg of some of these 
but although DAMZA has not achieved a greet deeL he Is 
martedty rnprwing and Has the track 


o’nnj PETER PIPER NOVICE HANDICAP 
1- HURDLE (CLASS F) £2,500 added 2m 


540411 fVUAT) (USA) fU9 m A Steeler 4 TI 

C&3S2 SQUANDAIIAMA (21) J Norton 6 11 7 

IWH6 HBERNATE (14 J Hrawsd Jchnson 5 11 6 . 


1 
2 

3 

4 

a 
8 
7 

a 
9 
n 

11 35*0-P OtG RJR GOLD (BJ R WbottioiaB 6 tin . 

12 WJ006 S*^S ALL HEART (18) LLuigo 6109 


-•TEIv 

Byrne 


003)44 MMRSH HAHGOLD (32) (□) GFtatoBH BJtoJMcMreare (5) 

PP540 CHA1NLMEDHJ VfoeyShS JIUcGitoh 

aM7WNOUND8aiSp1)MH*isajrSn5 Gary Lyons 

■30640 GAHJCPROBE{18) MEfefcy 511 5 C HcCWiBBCk (3) 

004 MUHASSn. (N9 K Morgan 6 11 3- HrHFbnWto{7) 

P2F5FP K04GB COUMTHY (41) N Meson 7 11 1 K Johnson 

44404 JONA HOLLEY (NQ Uhtarrenond 6 1)12 B 


lGra6Wi(5) 
— RSoppto 
-B Botany 
— B Storey 


1.55 


ROBINSON CRUSOE MAIDEN CHASE 

(CLASS E) £4,000 added 3m If 110yds 

,1 amp BABFaSTERS BOY (45) fl WoocfaxeeB n 5 — 

l!| — 'IS! 


■njgru wriuA-i • — r— r — j- - - 

s OeU06 PBSPERATE DAYS (15) F Wrby t3 ti -S_ „ 

’ 4 (0844- FORREST THHE MHaimfad 6 TJ& BHtcOog 


O DP04-0 CANADIAN RVfTASy (15) Ms Vltbrd 5 1)4. 

14 OOAXJB F81ST GOLD (16) A Smflh 10 1) D 

- 14 (factored - 
MHrRumwtoBhC Ida fere torieup woght R«*r Gold Bit JIBl 
BETTING 3-1 Squandoneois, 3-2 Rofafl, B-1 Marsh Marigold, Jena Hct- 
fay, KM Hfoamtou, GaaOc Proda, Ituhassfi, KtogY Gantry, 13-1 otters 

FORM VERDICT 

SQUANDAMAHIA showed Improved form at Doncaster last 
ttme and there to hope far more, with the Roly (pod early 
pecs In hta fetus 


Exeter 


2.10 


HYPERION 

12.40 Norsk! Lad 1.10 Sandante 1.40 Hofdim- 
close 2.10 Hold Your Ranks 2 AO Dovetto 
3.10 KENTFORD TINA (nap) 3.40 Selberry 


THURLESTONE HOTEL HANDICAP 
CHASE (E) £4,000 added 2m 71 1 1 0yds 

1F01/4 PALOSANTO (15) (C) (D) M Pipe 9 H B AGreme 


641 -ff HOLD YOUB RANKS (15>RRt» 12115.. 


GOING: Heavy (Sot) in pieces) 

■ ftght-hand, wriialing courae. Stiff stamina tesL Run-n 250yds 

■ Couse is 5m SW of Ewter on A3& ADMISSION; Grandstand 
& Paddodt D1; Silver Ring £& Accompanied under - 163 free . 
CAR PARK: £2 on rate: E2 members; remainder tree 

FJVBYEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe 64-263 @43%) Miss H Knl^tt 
33-130 (264%). P Hobbs 23-138 (209%) R Frost 20-164 (122%) 

■ LEADMG JOCKEYS: RDureroody 36-114 (316%) A P McCoy 
2B-1S1 (®5%) J Osborne «-6B (265%) C Maude 17-66 (173%) 

■ FAVOURITES: Ch-505 (376%) 

BLMKBIS) FWST^ TWE: Breteche (VGored, TD) Smon Duke Gtt 


1 

2 

3 P2FF2 OANCBlliyOUOROP^3}Pl*ir»sBT13.. 

4 

5 

6 
7 


—JAM 

-CMfarda 


12.40 


HAPPY NEW YEAR HURDLE (CLASS 
E) £2,900 added 4YO 2m Tf 110yds 

1 P15000 ALLEGIANCE (13) (D)PWagmam It 4 D Matthews B 

2 6PEPC ANOTHER BEVELED (4T) A P Janes IT 4 BOHbnf 

3 DASHWG OflEF (F1Z3) RFiosl CG JFfOB 

4 DOUBLET (FS^MPpoBB BGreano 

5 6 LAFFAH DBA) (13) M Ppe B 12 —C Durham (7) 

8 N0RSX1 LAD (F70) P Ndste to C RDwmoody 

7 NUTT (TOR (R8E) WGMTUnsr tH2 ^POwor(7) 

B P RED RISK SKrtgW OB — VStaBery 

9 7REVEJWQCpi71)T Georgs DC- S Wynns 

10 CRYSTAL CRAZE (FIOTJPBMsnB 7 LCunmtosG) 

-10 doctored - 

BETTING: 6-4 Nortel Lad. 6-2 Dashing CtteL 5-1 Doublet, 8-1 TTew- 
riefc. 8-1 Anothor Bovolod, Laffati, 14-1 Nutt DYX 25-1 DOwn 

FORM VERDICT 

It wB be a dtaappointment rf NORSKt LAD fate to make a 
wtnnng start tor he new stable although fefawr hurdtog debu- 
tants Dashing Chkto (in parttotet), Doublet and Trevrerick 
also showed above-average abtey on the Ftal 


462F2 SA3TON DIKE (16) (OflP Hobbs 811 2 RDunreodyB 

01PP4) MAURACHAS (T7) (D) U 3wppard9 Tl 0 G Upton 

25UF/P ROCKY PARK (15) G Bating ODD FK»Nry(7) 

DPF2-P GLACIAL KING (83) (D) KBtotop7 B5 JRKavaragh 

B 323P3 SRtCECAPBVpj (H Mas VStEftBfis 11 C iJtesV Stephens 

9 35/046 THENPUN(15) NHawtEBBO, SWyretll 

-Sdacfered- 

BEITING: 3-1 DractoMyoiiihup. 74 Saxon Duke. 1 1-3 GfecW Kbit M 
Pafasanfe, 8-1 Rocky Pat, 16-1 Maunchaa, 12-1 Hold Ybur Rants, 1 6-1 
others 

FORM VERDICT 

A weak handcap, with DancatUyoudrop end Saxon Orira 
the tooting contenders but neither ot them fluent junpera 
Several ot the others can be given a chance of sorts, an d 
GLACIAL KING Is sstected ® causa an upset. Hb form cre- 
denlals are not eoBd. but this former Irish point winner has 
only just turned seven and is ctfl worth the benefit oUha doubt 


2.40 


TTTOj 


KENNFORD SELLING H’CAP HURDLE 
(CLASS G) £2,000 added 2m If 110yds 

1 -P6681 SP1WT LEVS- (15) (CO) JH Payroll h t'.JIrDtTMteiB (7) 

2 /P00S2 SIMMER FLOWER (15) Mss Z Dawson 9 11 6 DouiXM 

3 2F06 BRETCOffi (FH) (13) M Ffoe4 n 8. JGnwnaV 

4 -0300P FEARLESS NOffflBI (16) HHbwB 114 Jtes KOI Marfa (7) 

5 030UP- WCOUNTTULiy(Z74)CJBtisail4D12 — RDureoady 
8 £*K»P COEUnaATTANT (CD) R Bata 9 012-.. VStetoy 

7 00000- KARACHI (226) RFmstB Oil JFnat 

B 05000 SANDANTE (31) R Budder BOO .D CStoban (7) 

6 P42-00 PAWS1AR (29) M BradStoCk M O 9 FI S&riwtaa (5) 

-9dacfered- 

BETT1NG: 7-4 SpH Lewi, 2-1 attache, 8-1 Vtoooud Utoy 8-1 FMrtass 
Wondre, 10-1 Ooew Btototo, KandU, 14-1 oHwre 
FORM VERDICT 

SPIRIT LEVEL Is the only nmner with a decent nm last tone. 
One cannot be confident about her ctsnces of completing 
the double, however, because Plpate Breteche is only a 4yo 
and woiid not require much improvoment to win in this grade 


DEVON AIR AMBULANCE NOVICE 
H’CAP CHASE (F) £3,000 2m If 110yds 

1 55T01 NAIlWEFUNG(t7)(P)PHobbE7l20. RDunwuody 

2 333P0- CA1MARHABOY(262)(D) ELtemasll t) O _J B Karanagti 

3 2023B GO GO HBWY (22) R Abor 7 n 6. JRato 

4 2235-4 DOVETTO (16) (CD) CJ Prca 0 08 .iCwrertmO) 

5 5)-H>4 MH POPPLETON (14) R Bntowton 004 CMrexto 

6 P03)0- SGT CHLOCRAFT p38) BRIMmonBOO DStotorfS) 

7 6346 IYPHARDS FABLE (USA) (14) T GengeS DO SWym 

B P35GAJ CRB10 BOY (17) K BHicp O O 0 R Greene 

- 8 doctored - 

AMnnraagctTOK 7^ /oMeso negate T3H. Credo 

Boy M 4b 

BETTING: 64 Native FBng. 64 Mr PappMun, 6-1 Dcwtto.7-1 Cawar- 
re Boy, Lyphartfs Wbto, ItW Go Go Honr* 20-1 6gt CMdcraR, Credo 
Boy 

FORM VERDICT 

Without hnvng seen Dovetto over fences before, it to hard 
to look beyond NATIVE FUNG who dd ffoe wrong when 
wtnnng a simta avrern a Uriow last month. Mr Popptaton 
a the one to beat on feet season* form 


13710 


LEVY BOARD HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m 3f 1 10yds 
JBR5- TUSCANY WflHWW (3059 (D) P Hotte 0 11 6 -H Dwregody 

52W1 HAWWLASS(M)(C)(D) JSrrilhDn 2 MGriRKbsp) 

2436-2 KB(TR]RD TWA (15) J Mrins 8 11 1 BCffltad 


-55054 fCHAUOt fKQ D Gandolfa O D 0.. 


-Sophia Ifithsf 


rT^TEl THURLESTONE HOTEL NOVICE 
I CHASE (EJ £4 ,000 added 2m Tf 1 10yds 


1 F3T1-3 ALBBdAARLE (SI) (C) H My 0 11 0 RDuramdy 

2 SMPP CAPTAW MORRK (81 P Wfegrsm 7 It 4 Dffedfum 

3 5F344 CUFTON GAME (3Q R Aker 9 11 4 DStotar(3) 

4 260332 DWBE CHANCE (15)1P) MCtuchos 1111 4. taJYbung (7) 

5 034-32 HOLDBKLOSE (42) (C) R Frost 9 n 4 JFreto 

6 4)4330 MHJJNG (17) (D) R Hoc^ss 6 TI 4 J Harts p) 

7 PRP-54 DWMCK5 COUNTRY C Tizzard 9 fl G C Maude 

a npa/p WLESM0HEFUN(15)(D)M«DDG .VSWtory 

9 tFn-F POIGUBI (15) (D) IAS 5 M-BametB 0 to 13._ J HKarenogii 
to 1312/ SWANSEA GOLD ffflS) (D) P HcCW 8 1) 13Jir D (niBHC (7) 
-10 doctored - 

BETTING: 11-4 Aibemrerfa, 7-2 fMdbnetose. 4-t Penguin 6-1 Cffltan 
(tana, B-1 Snraxa Gold, 12-1 DMno Chance, 14-1 MelBng, Dumtdn 
CoufeK 2 Si ctftera 

FORM VERDICT 

HolcRradose Is very rrueh the one to beat on hto nonce chase 
form, but ALBERMARLE made a good star! to hta drasing 
career last season and looked (ha sort to do a good deal 
better prior to hfe recent reappearance when he wa3 reported 
» hare mucus n ha lungs The only other rumer to make 
much appeal b the Q*paiMBr Penguin 


ZTC-fl SUNH5E SPECIAL (13) (CD) P ftxtfcrt B to 8~S Bunxigh 

2)530- BTTWAAL (USA) (379) J King B to 7 — L Cumnkia (3) 

AMQP- GBtTLBBAN JN (31^ N Haute 9 to 0 ClAwdo 

1J5U2 BUEBLAZSipi) RFioa9 WO T DComor (7) 

S2P-6 tfofllEBOMET (31) CJxtebnSWO — Mat 5 Jhdtaon B 
-9 do cto red - 

Uneeumeelght lot True hBr0tywNty*xGor&nwiJm9Bt tab fitre 
Starer tel 9b HMBbenrer w 2b 

BETTING: 2-1 Handy Laos, 4-1 Bhre Btozsr, M Tlrecany Highway; 5-1 
Kentfoiri raw, 61 KhaBd, 1(M Sunrtw SpeaU. T4-T Srifafli, Grmfle- 
man Jim. 20-1 Whtobonont 

FORM VERDICT 

Thare should be a good strong pace here and HANDY LASS 
isonewhoisBiety to benefit Bhre Blaner remains, interest- 
ing but wfl no dc*M do beitei on a taster surface. Tuscany 
Highway is another to keep an eye an 


3.40 


RACING CHANNEL NOVICE HANDICAP 
HURDLE (F) £2,300 2m Tf 110yds 

-50m SQBOWY f6) (CD) E L James 5 to 2 paO — JRKavaragh 

3-5504 Of8BraLSTYL£(IS)SBattig5 0fl^ FtoflypJV 

0BF5P SANDORAN W MtM8to3 Df 


1 
2 
3 

CP-030 LUSCOMBE CG) P Joes 6 to 1 PRfaOfT) 

5 FPMO NATIVE TANGO (198) M Carrplan 6 to 0 CMauds 

6 0P-B6F VBLED DANCSI (ffi) RROU610Q Mr A HoUsWHth 

T 2P/335 ANOTHER CHANCS1 (SZ) DSandnibfl DO S Wynns 

- 7 (factored - 

Unmun mjphc KM. True haraBcflo eeiijhfe: Ifeted Dancer SsiriftAn- 
ottrer Chancer 9st Mb 

BETTMG: K58at»ny,7-1 Oriental Styla, 16-1 Luacomba, Voted Dwicec 
r» t Another Cftancoc l«-i Seodoim. Nriw tango 

FORM VERDICT 

SEXJ3ERRY is afinost the only ana of these with sofd tonn 
credentials Oriental Style may not be hearty enough to mate 
a race of It 



LINGFIELD 

HYPERION 

■1.05 Sammy's SOuffle 1JB 

Such Boldness 2.40 Jubilee Scholar 

3,15 Dream On Me 3-45 Anoka to 

-DOING; Standard. 

STALLS: Inside stcept foi - ouisob- 

S&sss?-, 

B ^“ cm ^SISI r AtiS5ra" 

« ■ UuM M.731 


13 00028- SAPPHIRE SON (21) PQarto 7 60 5ffightoa{7)3 

« DODO- CAU.MYQUBT(JT1)(D)RPtaa*B7i3 — GBonfareS6 

to 0003- SL£ANESKXpi)WMtosan4 7D Jtfatan13 

-TSdeefared- 

HETraiG: 7-i SwrayS Sbufla, Si Muhfarit, WajsaC, 8-1 Qtarboarg, 
Ewtto Roto, MW Spick And Span, 14-1 Haney . Write, Sow SO, 18-1 


FORM VERDICT 

Preference for SAMMY'S SMJFFLE must be muted with a 
doubt over the trfe, though he has me look of awel-heBTti- 
capped tndhikfoal having stolen in late to fend Ms flret crane 
success last time 


1.30 


^sisssassssssr 

iass%»s-B 

BowdlKusfc^® 

ffijNKEREP n RSt TIME; Ncm 

HANGOVER HANDICAP (CLASS F) 
£2,750 added tm 4f 


£ 2 , 7 &U aaaea »r« *« 

, 62«- wwsff 


F Horten 5 

.Candy Monte 10 B 
J0TWI(7) 1 
^Doa(S)14 


NEW YEAR CLAMING STAKES (CLASS 
E) £3500 added 3YO 1m 

1 2021- MONTH) (t^ (CD) GL Maw 9 3 DNe*J 8 

2 OGDOO SXD COAST (35) 9 Dow 90 PDm(5)S 

3 VOASJSUmefi T0TMIp)2 

4 30DW- PADDOCK WPECI10N (2^(0 *s LStubB 8 B-NDayBB 

5 «- AH EJECUTTVE 00(1 54) P Hasten Bn. PQoode(7)4 

8 5400- KBtGfUERfST) HCrAagndaoSto DW«an*(7)7 

7 0000- MARCOS RM. (Wl) A Jands fl tl DSwaenayl 

8 Ota»- rrSAUHAPPOffl<fl(21]TJNaughtJiai^ (OrririTS 

a 50558- CWY0UHEAfWE(I$NCak|^an7to J Lores 3 

-Sdedared- 

BETTmGsMDwrefad, 7-2 Paddock ttapaetton, 81 An BanttraDo, B- 
aa Bha p p antofl, 14-1 Goid Ceaat, CaiqnuhaamM, 181 Ktag Fty«. 25-1 
Mms 

FORM VERDICT 

Although hfl *■ not t» much of a price, ififa looks best feft to 
DAUNTB), who is > dual wferiar om thta cotraa arrt detotoft 
He was only beaten a short-hood before being awarded the 
race ham tasi time ana 3hoUkJ hare too many grew tor Pad- 
dock brepectfon 


4 8 RNGCHEfi(BfS(184)TOBmait4B12_JflcolaHcMarth2 

5 D- THEKRYAAIT (243) M Johnston 4 8 1Z_ 3 Carter < 

6 0M8 TBRAISFlflEGDP2) HCcingridgeSBBJWaGlisciil 

7 CK30- SUJEDAWN(3}BJcfvssn487 .TSpn*a7 

8 M GOOD ORDER GLUocn407 — R8tWand(7)B 

9 C0IC&- SAHTARSiEpgPHDMreaB? J total 5 

-9dacteret)- 

BETTTflfi: W Such Boldnesa, 4-1 ThekryaoU. 81 Mnxytiai, Bold- 
ness 7-1 rtalfHde,5-1 biGood Onto; 12-1 fflw Oown. 181 Santersna, 
281 Mam 

FORM VERDICT 

SUCH BOLDNESS, from 8» Worm Gay KeOeway ywd,tw^ 
a st»a|firfarwa«l opportunity of gfittng off ths mark hera Hs 
second to Kiigi Arrow is the best form on show here. Keep 

an eye 07 TTwtoyaati, from Mark Johnston!* Mddeham yard 


.J Quinn 1 


_EW»G*son2 


3 45535- SHABAASHpTJP Homing a 6 

4 moat- PB5CHANCSJ(S5PHa*maa 

5 23101- DREAM ON ME (26) (CJGL Moore B 7 J Fanning 3 

-Bdactered- 

BETTMQ: M ShatMOSh, 9-4 Dream On Me. 74 Mtoa Tltea, M ftatoo- 
bla, in Pfach m cer 

FORM VERDICT 

The Step Lp to 7f could bo ideal tor SHABAASH, who has 
been sticking on stoutty at the end ot his last two runs over 
6t Ha was far from disgraced In a race that worked out wefl 
on he AW debut hare last time and Is taken to beat Dream 
On Me 


3.45 


2.40 


FIRST FOOTING CLASSIFIED STAKES 
(CLASS F) £2,750 added 1m 2f 

1 5»5- JUBILffi SCHOLAR (13) (CO BF)G L Lfcore E93. F Norton 4 B 

2 30043- CHmCALAR(13) AUcffae4 91 >TSp«ta2 

3 58323 CONFRONTS (13) (CD) 8 Dow U 90 PDnfflT 

4 4QE0B- MUQ1RlAN0HRSE(J18)(CD)ltaLJEMl69D^tomO1tel7 

5 04fiD-SU»JB(2S)(ClKft4f««M. - _-J>Sn«»y3 

E 00391- KMGSAAR0W^1)(CD)PH(Mlng4812 JOutatB 

7 0058 IURKTME(ft8}PHs(Vv4£1! -AttGB 

8 0028 SPBOALPBBON (153) (CJPIfechaS 489 HDsyS 

-B declared- 

BETTWCtM Haifa Anon M (UUat AH) 11«9 Ca*t*m W JbMre 
SchobA SpaeW Ptnon, M Mart ratre. 181 S8p Jig, 1M Mu« Fran- 
efttea 

FORM VERDICT 

An open cornea but preference b far KINGS ARROW, who 

fooka fobs an ImprenAig son on thtt surface- The for m of his 

wfo here Is wedeng out wflll and ha is taken to beat Orttteal 
Air 


HAPPY NEW YEAR HANDICAP (CLASS 
E) £3,500 added 6f 

08 an- «CH£7raE(S7J{D}Sa»r4«0 pn»05 

06005- TEQFU0P3) AMctae5Bli .TSpnta12 

-ICMmotia B 
_SWNM>fb5B 


1 

2 

2 00008 MGffiOY(HHI)(CI9 P Hasten D 80 
4 40041- ANOKAT0ft1)(p)TUb599 


5 2WW- JOHN BCMDLER MUSIC (57) M JohnsUi * 9 B»J ftrering 8 

6 3B334- KWEOUTOFTHEFOG (13) (C) A IfcNae 4 9 6N Felted (5) 2 

7 OOOB- AODTST (1^ (CO) M A Buddey 493 — RRtPfartck(5)4 

B 20060- HALFT0NE(13) (G)RFtore»78to _D«M ONaM 11 B 

9 00054- OUT LIKE HAGK PS) P Evans 4811. _ — TflMdJiirfiifllO 

B 40055- SHARP (37) (C^flOfreer 985 SOmatetB 

tl OOO05- JUSTNAMJS(29(CD} JBndgaTTO JQttenT 

B 50603 DANONG JACK (8^ (C) JBndgwS 7 » QBwrtwIB 

-I 2 dactared- 


2.05 


AULD LANG SYNE MAIDEN STAKES 
(CLASS D) £5^50 added 1m 2f 

1 60063 HAIFTQEC13)PlWri590 ND*3 

2 34433 SUCHB0UXBS(t1)|ABGlfelMy5B0~PFtedtdda(7)6 

3 QI59- PRBKWDWL (B^fll) 3 Di»4 3« PDM<^9 


3.15 


WELCOME T0 1399 HANDICAP (CLASS 

D) £5,250 added 3YO 71 

1 42T»- M8S TAKE P) (0) (BF) P &ans 9 7 _ T 0 AAtiLaugMfl 5 V 

2 20308 HH30UBLE(45] RHntion83 Ha««lt{7)4 


bgjoett m«b. 

BETTING: 4-1 P»9^31Con«ouJ(tohBfoQ,1«AJXJi(rt>,a-l focflaTIgra, 
81 John Boreta Itadc, AdUTwt, 181 Out LAs Hegt, Danong M, 12-1 

othare 

FORM VERDICT 

PAGEBOY, who has wrai first Urea out at Uhgfieid for foe fast 
tou years pnclutfliQ three wins h this race), gets the vote here. 
Patrick l-faslanfe 10-yoar-old b wel handfcapped on the best 
of his farm here and has a good draw h stal ihrea He is faten 
to beat Comeoutofthefog, who shoukl go wel if hantftig tNs 
step bade in OstanoB 


PLUMPTON 

HYPERION 

12^0 Newby End 1.25 Hawaffan %»ulh 2JJ0 Cool Performance 
2.35 Royal Predlca 3.05 Brook Bee 3.35 Nessun Doro 


■L^W^urriiabng coirae with sharp bends. "mdrydOTrahl fence barti^raagW. 

■ Coutae is off A275 S ol Haywards Heath. Station ucfrjlna course ADM ISSTOPL 

Membera £V4; TttforaaXe S» (OAPs C8): Silver Rug E6 (QAPs 64). CAR PARK: Mem- 
bora E5; rest free 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: U pipe 28-66 (50%), J JenWns 0-73 (178%), R Rowe 12 - 

86 (V4%> J Nevifle 11-26 (423%). „ . _ 

■ LEADflJG JOCKEYS: A P McCoy 38-08 P52%) M A FfegiraW ft-73 ^05%). D 
CSuUnw -to82 (B3 %). A Maguire 1465 (219%). 

■ FAVOURITES: Be-»5S (403%). 

BUNKEHEO RRSTTtME: Laflrtn Cottage {505) 


12.50 


Dl MARCO MORNING AFTER W NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m 4f 

■0213 PHflR LESS HASSLE pO)p^TlfcGo«n7B 4 — Clfc«njy(7) 

PP31/ BAUYBOtlBi (ffi2) M PpO 7 Tl 6- 

0 GILL’S GAI£pO)R Row 7 h B._ — 

LBi-3 QTEYTON (14) RRawBll 6- 


Qfonnoy 

PNoiiay 


0-P632 NEWBY 0fljp7) MUadgwtdcSIt 6 

0 ONeTRTTHffROG (24) C Egurtan 6 h 6 „ - 
PtWDB OUBMANRMftS} VteAE Jetnecn611 6.. 
40 PQUNSLEYBBipO) J Gatad 6 11 6 . 


D Font (3) 

J Gokfatafa (S) 

_L/topM 

R torent B 

PM 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 
B 

-Bdadared- 

BETTWG: 7-4 NeHtiy End, 94 Ftar Leas Hiuate, 81 Greyton, 81 Poenafay BIW, 131 Bafly- 
bden, Oar Man na 181 (HT* Gate, 281 Onetortbefrog 
FORM VERDICT 

PHAR LESS HASSLE has won on vwy soft ground hare ao todayb gofag shotid 
not be a problem. If tt Is tot he has the torm to defy h* dearie penalty pexstriy 
at the mein expense at Newby End, who may |ust prefer a stiffs: track 

UNTO HILL HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) £4,000 added 

2m 5f 


1.25 


1 9WU2 HAWMAH TOUTH (13) (D) G LtoCowm HD 

2 2M3P REGAL AURA (18) (CO) D OEhan 9 to 11 

3 2HP1 RAGA1UFF (17) (D) P Hobbs B to 2 

4 -5P644 MDIAN RUN (iqn Hodges D toO 

«4( 


DFbrttP) 

Prtda 

— R Ferrari 
.T Oascoroba 


2.00 


Mtatanm mgrt lost True hondkep mtfgrc frzAn Hui Sri HJb 
BETTING: 8-4 HawaBan Ybtdfa, Ragamull, 4-1 Regal Aura, 7-1 tndfan Run 

FORM VERDICT 

HAWAIIAN YOUTH and n-torm Ragamuff stand out here, but spfttrig the two 
is not easy. Hawaiian Youth has generally been competing n alghtiy more cem- 
pethtve races and goes wel to heavy ground, ao he is nenowty preferred 

SOUTHERN FM RESOLUTION HURDLE (CLASS C) 
£7,500 added 4YO 2m 4f 

1 1 COOL PERFOfBIANCE (29) Mrs D Htfoa 11 4 GTbnaay 

2 38CKO IXKfo OF LDVE (13) 0 WMams 11 4 MrNAMyfT) 

3 3 GHOST PATH (U)R0&*on SB J Gobtefata (5) 

4 U IVORY CHARM (36) LA Dace 1)9 PMde 

-4dad ar a d - 

BETT1NG: 4-7 Cool Pwbmaanca, 3-1 U>rd Of Una, 114 Ghost Path, 12-1 hmy Charm 
FORM VERDICT 

COOL PERFORMANCE has been touid a good opening to which to supplement 
his Leicester debut gams and ought to crteacL with felow winner lard Of Love 
the orty reatetoc danger 


[re ‘ ree l ELLIS AND PARTNERS NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) 
£4,000 added 2m 

23P-3P KBiYUAC(1B) (C)(D) DCramnatl 4 UBtedtalorR 


36P0P7 Mt/TL£Y(99Q| Ites K George 9 h 4- 
54615- OLD ARCHIVES (573) (D) LWfefc ton 4. 
4344F2 BOYAL PflEDICA (FB) (28) M 5 »8. 


ZZZ1— JL- Holey 

GTbmwy 


2 

3 

4 

-4dadared- 

BETTING: M Royal Prerflca, 2-1 Kaly Uac, 181 Mudey, OM Archives 

FORM VERDICT 

A straightforward task for ROYAL PREDICA at hs British debut He has weak 
oppomon to beat and is proven in heavy growtd 


o' reel CHAMPAGNE DELBECK HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
J,uo l F) £4,000 added 3m If 110yds 


IFP-Ot SHANAGORE WAfWKW (18) (C) S Mator 7 11 to.. 
33P33- KOiySTWG p47) JDeGtetofl 9. 


CWtebb 

MrSS&onga(7) 

33-1 PS BR00KBGE(1l9(Cp)NGaBefee7 < TI6 JGotttata^) 

1-034F HIGH THYME (4 P Hobbs Sit 2 RFamrtB 

UP20P WVEBGALApIJRHodgasBOA .PHoflBy 

P/P-06 IHTHM COTTAGE pB)TUoGorem8 toO XAbpim(3)B 


-B doctored - 

BEntNO: M Stawgore Warrior, 3-1 Brook Baa. 81 WghTbfna, 11-4 Holy Sting. 81 «wr 
Gab, 181 LcUrka Cottage 

FORM VERDICT 

SHANAGORE WARRIOR tid wel to beat an imexpoaed horee here taattne and 
a stnBar Imel of performance would {fas turn sold daena in a race In which the 
others have mestfon-marks against them, Brook Bee looks the main danger 


LADBROKE LAST RACE HANDICAP HURDLE 
(QUALIFIER) (CLASS E) £3,500 added 2m If 

344211 tBSUNDQHO (13) (CD)SMefc»7 toQ CYMfa 


3.35 


2F60 MlUI0UW(l7)(CKBF)TMcGa*m9®O- 
0F2MB ITS WALLACE d7)(QJ>taitanei> 7. 


JfAbpuv(3|B 
Jt BrfcheJor p) B 


43-013 UUITTHE DAMAGE (USA) (IB) (CD) JVttytB7to5 J Goldstar (5) 

-6P445 DONTDAESSroflDMBt (44) (CD) RHodge99Q3. TDeKawtoe 


4MP1 ZAPARBJJ (17) (□) J Jerkins 5 t] 0 RFarmmB 

M» DOCTOR mWNXJS (44) JPOJlonSVO ^MNFMy(7) 

- 7 declared - 

Mtrunum nalpht 7Qst Tiw handicap weight Doctor Brarious Sst 1 Itti 

BETTING: 31 ZatarelB. 7-2 Ltorit The Pontage, 4-1 Naaatai Pore. 81 MMmixrt. 81 Ifa WW- 

tace. Doctor Bravtou, 181 Dwtafonsfordimir 

FORM VERDICT 

ZAFARELU makes moel appeal He was back 10 hia best when dWcered tor the 
flat tnw fast fane and has the abfty to progress again on that Iter form. Nessun 
Dora te much respected, thou^t wtererabte at the wfeghts no*t ao Umtt Tire Dam- 
age may be the mato danger 


RESULTS 


WARWICK 

Going: Soft 
1230: (2m novice hurts) 

1. PREMIER GENERATION 


-M A FBzgaratd 11-10 lav 

2. Arctic Fancy W Marston 181 

3. Choice Cut R Johnson 381 

Also ran: 81 Nashkapou (4th), 4-1 FVcau- 
da 12-1 ChlppewB (5th), 25-1 Flou Du Bora 
MtaconducL ShopahoSc (Bth), 381 Fit To 
Bust Gemsttm JalJ. 50-i Mfiter FBver, SaF 
ford Quay. 66-1 Cartouche. EMs, toO-i 
Dancing to Hkx boa Malden, Komasta. 

19 ran- 8 6. a 6, 9 (N Henderson. Lam- 
bourn). Tola: E£2D; DL5ft E53Q Cam DF: 
ElTSa CSF: E22A7. 

1^0: { 2 m novfos chase) 

1. NATIVE CHARM _J A McCarthy 81 lav 

2-RhrerWye VStattwy 81 

8 SandrtR G Tormfty 100-1 

Also ran: 9-4 Sol Music (5th). fS-2 Catul- 
lus. B-1 Royal Sctortar (4th). KXM AS Bay 
Sam, BO-i Tudor Falcon (6th). 

8 ran. 4. 27, 'h, crist, m (C Moriock, Wan- 
tage). Hate: E3D0: tM2ft ElB, C7D0. DF: 
E42CI CSF: £755. 

1.50: (2m 3t ruMce handteap hurdle) 

1. ART1C GROUND A Magu ire 7-2 

Z Supreme Trogtotfyte-J R Knanagh 33-1 

8 Precious Island Gary Lyons 20-1 

Also rare n-8 fav Chart? Banker (pufled 
up), 4-1 Cashapfenty (4th), 81 Crazy 
Crusader. 12-1 Harrtgale Moss (5th), 14-1 
Rash Reflection, 50-1 Lime Street Bfass 
(Bth), Syfcren Express. 

10 ran. 3'/i, 13. 4, 4. TL (P Webber. Ban- 
btry). Toth: £450: ElDO £580 £530 DF: 
ES2.KL CSF: £10050 Tricast £186142. 

Z act. (3m 21 maiden chase) 

1. SMARTY A P McCoy 13-8 

2. Rouble Ahead -N Watonwan 6-4 fev 

3. Majestic Storm J Culloty 11-1 

Also ran: 81 About Dnn. 11-1 Buttere 
Match (4th). 40-1 Raging Gale. 50-1 Alpha 
Leather (5th), Code Cherry 
Bren.21.dsL8, IV*. (Ids J Pitmen, Upper 
LambOumV Totr £280; £140 ttO. £2.10. 
DF: £330 CSF: 0L3tt 

2-50: (2m hanticap hurdfe) 

1. YOUNG SRARTACDS.f? Johnson 9-2 

SLTonte C Uowtftyn 82 

3. WHk/i Lad D J Burchett 11-2 

Al*« 84 fav Siren Song (5th), 81 Ranger 
Soane (8th). 14-1 Manfeno (4th). 

8 ran. 3 0.4. 'h. Vt (H Ludkm TWff 

£530: £2.U. £180 DF: £1050. CSF: £2242. 

32frCm4f 
1. CARDINAL 
ZRhrarBay 


N WTOamson 81 

A Mndra 12-1 

3. Mr Snaggle u.R Johnson 81 

Also: 4-1 fav Around The Gale (puffed up). 
81 Hawaiian Sam, 7-1 Ctaeva Star (4th). 
182 Easby Joker, ffl-1 Plunder Bay. n-i 
Hgh Mood (5th). 14-1 Sagamnn (6th). 

10 ran. 6, 4. hd. 22, 19 (Wes Vbneba 
Wltanu, Hereford). Tote: £6D0; £230. 
£2:60. C2.H OF: COSO CSF: £5671 Trie- 
BSC £43436 Triteda: £27120. 

330: (2m rti flat race) 

1. PERK ALERT — R Massey Evens fav 

2. Wend MM R Johnson 8-1 

_G Torowy 12-1 


3. King Wizard - 
Also: 81 Ktogebritot, 181 Sunil Boy 
(5th), T2-1 Red Mta.^ TbankfiBg Falla, «-1 
Oet Oh Goorge. Smoking Gun, 281 Casa 
Fha, 281 Begin Agate, 33-1 Combe 
Spnncs. Meadows Boy (4th), Two Paddies 
(Bth). 40-1 Maybe Later, "fact* Rewgei 
681 Cacdrt, CaUatown tori 681 HertaJ 
Wise, WBhaswaay Lady. 

20 ran. 6 IV*. A % ’/*■ (D Mchoboa Tern- 
pteGuting)TWte £230; EWO E250 £3.10. 
OF: Cfl30 CSF; £032 
Jackpot OJDOflO: peri ot £441388 tarried 
forward to Cheitoteam today, 
ptacepot £632.10 Cfoadpot EOTSO. 
Haee 6: £12563. Place 5: £6236 

CATTERICK 

Going: Good (Good fa Soft in places) 
12-30: 1. ES GO (H Basttrnan) 100-30: 2. 
Afltewa t1-1:3.Lour*nW(e8L J4ran-8t 
lev Frtstsmi 6 7. (R Basterran, Wetherby) 
TbtR £460, £13Q £250, £176 DF: £2166 
CSF: £3427 NFL" Chevafar Errant. 


IDO: 1. FILS DE CRESSON (B POwel) 
11-10 tar. 2 Doo-HaHdey 181; 3- Inde- 
pendent Gray 3-t 8 ran. 12 , 1 (J Adam. 
Gordon). Tore: £220; cm naa Etea 
DF: £S5Q CSF: £10* 

1 JO: 1. DORANS WAY (N Hanrvty) 182; 

2 Coratefs Croft 10-1: 2 Sefton Blake 
11-2 14 ran. 9-4 fav Brencepeth BeSe. 1*/*. 
XL (G Moore. MkJrteham) TWe: £730: 
E23Q £200 £2DQ DF: E632Q CSF: ES9D8 
Tncast £35470. 

200: 1. BOYZONTOOWA (H McGrath) 
V4-1; 2 Souttse 13-2 2 CtievaBer Bayard 
181 11 ran. to-4fav Carfsfe Bandtob (4th). 
4, IVL (W Storey, ConsettJ. tote: £1780; 
B480, EtBa £320. DF: E7&1Q CSF: £6727. 
Tricast £66536 

230c 1 . (SNB1AL FLIGHT (Mr C Rae) 81 ; 
2 Begorrat 5-4 fair; 2 Aglnor 181 15 ran. 
1 7>. 3 (Andrew Tumei Sandtutfon). Tote: 
£630; £l* £1* dm DF: ES2Q. CSF: 
£1394 

3D0: 1. 1T« NEXT WAU2 (R Supple) 81; 
2 Gate Force H-i; 2 Arctic Fret 82 lav, 
14 ran. a 2 (L Lungo, Canutherelown), 
TWe: £430: ££40, £3.70, £150 DF: £4040 
CSF: £3730 Tricast ET032. 

330: 1. FLAT TOP (C MeCwrrw*) n -4 tor. 
2 Jennie’s Prospect 81; 2 HEtchhher 
4-1 14 ran. X 21 [M W Easterly. Sheriff 
Hutton). Tote: £170; Cl* £320 £120 
DF: Crt4a CSF: C2178. THcasf £8386. 
Ptacepot: £3730 Quadpot £2230 
Place 6: £7053 Place 5: £2335. 


FONTWELL 

Gaing: Soft 

1.10: 1. JIM JAM JOEY (J Goftfeteta) 7-2; 
2 Fine Attitude to-1; 2 Jazz Duke 481 
ID ran. 2-1 tav YCrtahirB Erfticn (putted up). 
5t 10 (D GreseB). TtAer. £470; £170 £250 
£640 DF: £2050 CSF: £3847! KR: Keen Bkl 
1.40; 1. SPRINT UP (R Greene) 81; 2 
Mu Hint or 4.5 fav; 2 Memory’s Music 

12-1 B ran. ia V«. (M PSpfl) Tbtoc £760; 
£230 £120 £170 DF: C6B0 C^: £1442 
NR; Mafcaum. 

210: 1. QUIET MOMENTS (R FtinanQ 81 
jt fav; 2. Colonel Co* 3-1 Jttov. B ran (2 
fMafietO- OBL (P Murphy) totm £350; 
£2.70 £240 DF; £050 CSF: £1230 
240: 1. JUST NIP (J Osborne) 81; 2 
Welch Sfflc P-2; 2 Betmore Rock 11-2 8 
ran. 7-4 fav Fattako (5th). VA- 3 'h. (Mrs 
L Richards), tots: £SD0; E15Q £210 £200 
DF: £1270 CSF: £2100 Tncast CS6B7. Top 
Note (81) withdrawn not under orders; 
Rule 4 applies to board pncee only, deduc- 
tion -Op n (iw pound 
310: 1- JOHN DmJMM (Mr P Cowley) 82 
2 Another Course KM; a IWin Falto 4-i 
5 ran. 84 tar C^nani Queen (Mi), r*. 2% 
(P Webber) Tote: £320; £140, £260 DF; 
£920 CSF: £2033. 

340: 1.TAKEAMEUO (J Osbome) 7-2; 2 
NORfenak 81 ; 2 Another NlgW 82 fav. 5 
ran. tt. 17. (Q Sherwood) Tot* £450; E1D0 
£130. DF: £S80 CSF; £053, Wt Fountain 
Bkl 

PJaetpet: EBm OuaBpot £2570 
Place 0: Ctnae. Place 5: £3633. 
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Four Hills good for Germany’s high-flying young ace of ‘sexy’ ski jumping Wenger 

insists 



Enter Giles in Test, of spin 


IF AUSTRALIA took something 
of a gamble by selecting Shane 
Warne to play in the fifth Test 
starting here tomorrow, Eng- 
land bacted a rank outsider yes- 
terday when they named their 
12 for the match. The England 
line-up includes a player not 
even in their squad for the Tfest 
series, the Warwickshire left- 
arm spin bowlec Ashley Giles. 

Giles, who has not played 
since September, arrived in 
Australia only last week with 
the limited-overs team but has 
been rushed into the squad for 
the fifth Test at the Sydney 
Cricket Ground, where England 
are bidding to square the series. 

England's captain, Alec 
Stewart, said the starting team 
for the Test would not be de- 


CRICKET 


BV DEREK PRINGLE 
in Sydney 


tided until day but hint- 

ed Giles was likely to play be- 
cause of the SCG’s reputation 
as a spinners’ wicket. 

The pitch, allegedly spinning 
even more than usual this sea- 
son, will decide everything. It 
may even force Stewart back into 
keeling wicket, though to do that 
it wffl have to promise to spin ex- 
travagantly on the second day, 
in which case Giles would re- 
place Warren Hegg and join 
Peter Such as the second spin- 
ner. At a pinch, and should the 
“good of the team” demand it, 
Stewart could open and keep. 


“If be [Giles] does play it will 
be asking a lot, but we feel this 
fellow is up to it,” Stewart said. 
“He has played big games for 
Warwickshire, he’s already 
pfeyed one Test match and we 
feel if he is asked, there won’t 
be a problem. 

“The SCGhas obviously got 
a history of turning and we just 
felt with him in the country it 
gives us another option.” 

Giles played his one and 
only Test against South Africa 
this yean moving ahead of Phil 
TufneU in the England pecking 
order; and finished with match 
figures of 1 for 106. 

Although his only action so far 
has been in the ooe-day match 
against Queensland Country 
earlier this week, he is confident 
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ACROSS 

7 Provide transport for 26 

Array team (41 

8 Nothing in flowing lute 

music's finicky in perfor- 
mance (10) 1 

10 Upset open vessel (8) 

11 Pen promissory note (6) 

12 Actually North’s forced 2 
into one contract (6) 

13 lake addicts’ ultimate 

habits (8) 3 

15 In an uncalled-for man- 
ner? (13) 4 

18 Helps one loading fourth 
of leavings into sags (8) 5 

20 Motor about in benign 
environment (6) 

22 Emblem (Royal beast) 6 

(6) 

24 Essential in time to 9 

have big return (8) 

25 Metal dealer’s elaborat- 14 


mg more on ring (10) 
Final explosion annihi- 
lating bomber (4) 


DOWN 

Cover up vehicle; flaking 
side must be protected 
against rust (10) 


against rust (10) 

Force a way through, 
taking Queen withKook, 
e.g? (6) 

Bum Sunday crumble 
( 8 ) 

Fish with party in South- 
ern Italy (6) 

Latin air extemporised 
in studies for trumpets 
( 8 ) 

Right crushing front of 
pu£s ipug (4) 

Tins could be slating 
enough! (6-7) 
Characteristic of one's 



of performing wefl. “Everyone 
will be nervous, it’s a big test for 
England,” Giles said. 

Sadly, unless the pitch is 
green and hard, or Stewart 
plays five bowlers, there will be 
no place for Alex l\idor Sport is 
ruthless in punishing those who 
miss their opportunities and 
Tudor's withdrawal from the 
fourth Test with a sore hip 
meantthat others took the wick- 
ets on a pitch where he might 
otherwise have made his name. 

If there is anyone besides 
Giles and Warne for whom the 
Sydney Test wfll be an exami- 
nation of character it is Michael 
Atherton. The former England 
captain has played 88 Tests for 
England but could scarcely 
have contributed less towards 
England's victory in Mel- 
bourne, where he registered his 
first pair in Test cricket 

Unlike Wbme, who has large- 
ly had a low-key build-up to this 
moment Atherton's tour has 
been discussed and dissected, 
his poor form blamed on any- 
thing from technical problems 
and bacfaetorhood. toa bad back. 

In three dqys of cricket at the 
MCG, he only touched the ball 
twice, once to snick a catch to 
Ian Healy (though judging by 
his reaction be otoiousfcrfeft be 
(fid not hit it) and once with the 
inside edge, a nick that pre- 
vented a very phrnb looking Ibw 
from being given out 

He missed the next ball but 
then so might have one or two. 



Giles: Sudden summons 


bis off-stump flattened by a 
corker from Damien Fleming. 
When fielding be fared tittle bet- 
ter; and placed mainly at first 
slip he looked on as Graeme 
Hick pouched the flying edges. 

Failure at the highest level 
is never tolerated for long be- 
fore more pressing questions 
are asked, so Atherton needs a 
score. Mind you, talk that Syd- 
ney could be his last Test is pif- 
fle. It was onfyfour months ago 
that the whole of Britain was 
lauding him for his undefeated 
match -clinching 98 against 
South Africa at TYent Bridge. 

Mind you, there is no doubt 
that he is more than a little pne- 
occupied by the slump and, 
quite simply, if England are to 
im p ro v e their chances of leav- 
ing Australia all-square, they 
need him in the runs. 

In some ways, Melbourne 


was fairly typical of England’s 
victories, in that the match sit- 
uation left them few alternatives. 
In other words there was a sin- 
gle route on which to focus their 
efforts. Winning at Sydney on 
what will probably be a bunsen 
burner (a big turning wk±et) will 
require teem to shape the game, 
and that means big runs from 
both openers. If the baS is turn- 
ing scoring runs down the order 
could be a tricky business. 

If England were gamblers, 
which they tend not to be, John 
Crawley would probably be a 
better bet than Mark Butcher 
Australia, in a move almost 
unprecedented in modern Test 
cricket, are set to play three 
spinners. Both Crawley and 
Atherton play spin well, while 
Butcher is only adequate 
against it Of course, to get to 
the spinners, both Lancastrians 
have to get past Glenn McGrath 
first, something they have 
foiled to do all touc 

There is no doubt that Aus- 
trafia will come to Sydney more 
than a little startled by the in- 
tensity of England’s cricket in 
the last Test The juggernaut 
that threatened to overwhelm 
England has suddenly blown a 
tyre, its momentum slowed to 
something more manageable, 
more beatable even. 

That is why Warne has been 
brought in, possflxfy before be 
is quite ready. The mind game 
is big in Australia and spinners 
will be the biggest exponents of 


that, especially now that Mc- 
Grath has been gagged. 

In four Shield games Warne 
has taken eight wickets and 
largely looked ineffectual With 
wrist-spinners, what you see is 
not always what you get, and 
England’s batsmen will still 
have “that ball" he bowled at 
Manchester five years ago 
etched into their minds. As Ian 
Botham constantly discovered, 
reputation is power 

Four years ago, England 
went to the last Test in Perth 
needing to win to square the se- 
ries and were blown away. Syd- ( 
ney, however is a slower beast 
than the WACA speedway and I 
should better suit them, par- 
ticularly if Wame does not hit 
his straps from the off and 
MacGifl is not further inspired 
by the dose competition. 

More than likely, it will be a 
important toss to win and Stew- 
art, having lost four on the 
bounce, is owed one. The fire- 
works in Sydney harbour on 
New Tfear’s Eve are legendary. 
The ones two days later at the 
SCG, with Warne back in situ, 
could be even better 


BKiAND (from)- M A Aiberwm (Lan- 
cashtee). A J Stwiit (Surrey upc). M A 
Outcb er (Surrey). N Hussain ( Ssmk|, M R 
Rmpntanb |NkKStesc«>. O * Kkfc fWor- 
cestersMrej. JPCmttww IV K 

Hegg (Lancashire, wrtt). RDB Croft | Glam- 
organ). A P GQ«s lYbrwtdisNre}. O W 
Hoadloj (Kent). D Gaafb (Yorkshire). A D 
MafMlp (LefcescasHreJ. PM Such (Essex). 
AUSTRALIA (from): M A feytor (Upi). M J 
Sidle *. ) L Linger. M E W&ugh. S R IMuirfi. D 
S Lehmann. I A Healy (whtl.S K Warne. SCG 
MjcOO. O W Flertflg. C R Mater. GO McGrath. 
Umpires; D B Hair (Aus) and H S Duikie |NZ). 


Race row mars Test, page is 


Dog’s life for chocolate ‘cheats’ 


salad days, perhaps (10) 
Loud programme? 

Man’s following ... (8) 

. . . tender piece of mu- 
sic (8) 

Drag, on the box (6) 
Joke: after performance, 
break leg (6) 

A sign of bo ilin g river in 
the Dales (4) 


FIRST IT was Ben Johnson, 
then the Tour de France, and 
now even the remote sporting 
outpost that is whippet racing 
finds itself in the grip of a dop- 
ing scandaL 

Throughout the north of 
England, dogs are being 
striped of championships and 
owners expelled from the sport, 
while bitter controversy rages 
in the pages oi Whippet maga- 
zine.- The agent in question, 
though. Is not testosterone or 
even EPQ, but something more 
in tune with whippet racing's 
modest means - the humble 
chocolate drop. 

For years, a chocolate but- 
ton or two was a familiar treat 
in the diet of a racing dog. 


BV GREG WOOD 


which spends 99 per cent of its 
life doing nothing more com- 
petitive than playing the fam- 
ily pet. Whippet racing has 
always been a hobby carried on 
quietly and almost unnoticed 
since the distant days when 
beer was tuppence a pint and 
City were the best side in 
Manchester. 

But that was before the 
National Whippet Racing 
Association, the sport's gov- 
erning body, derided to intro- 
duce drug-testing to its 
competitions, and quickly un- 
covered a series of positive re- 
sults for theobromine and, in 
minute quantities, caffeine. 


Since both substances are 
metabolites of the cocoa bean, 
the evidence pointed to noth- 
ing more sinister than some 
mild cases of canine ch oca- 
holism. Not, however in the 
eyes of the NWRA, which soon 
set about disqualifying dogs 
and banning their owners. 
Their protests that doping 
whippets would be pointless, 
since there is no betting or 
prize-money involved were ig- 
nored, while angry articles in 
Whippet accused the owners of 
cheating. 

But now the whippets and 
their owners are fighting back. 
They are led by Mark Pettitt, 
from Ilkeston, whose dogXspell 
was one of the best racers the 


sport has seen and among 
those to return positive tests. 
“They just will not listen to rea- 
son," he says. “Innocent people 
with pets who are just in this for 
fun are being branded drug 
cheats, and I wfll not stand by 

and see people bullied. I will see 

justice done, one way or an- 
other. People’s lives are being 
ruined by this” 

There is talkof a court case, 
perhaps even a libeJ action if the 
allegations are not retracted 
and the dogs and owners re- in- 
stated The NWRA, though, 
shows no signs of giving way. In- 
order to win justice. Petti tt 
may indeed be forced to cry 

havoc, and let slip the whippets 

of war 
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FOOTEALL 


by mark Bradley 


Martin S chmi tt, the wonderland of German ski jumping, takes to the air at Garmisch-Partenkirchen as he prepares for today’s Fbur Hills event. The 20-year-old won the opening event in the 
tournament at Oberstdorf this week and is favourite to add to his five victories this season. This is a dream - areally sexy feeling,’ Schmitt said after thrilling 40,000 fens with his triumph AP 


ABSENE WENGER has 1 called 
the Chariton midfielcfer NeS 
Redfeam a “cheat” in the wake 
of the sending off of Rainiek 
Vieira on Monday. The Arsenal 
manager believes Redfearn 
should be the first victim of a 
proposed crackdown by the 
FbotbaU Association. .' 

Vieira was dismissed at The 
Valley when Redfearn vv^ent 
down clutching his foce . after 
the ArsenalmidfieWerappar- 
entfy raised an elbow. Wenger 
is convinced after viewing wleo 
i evideare that Vieira only struck 
his opponent in the chest; and 
that Redfearn should be- the 
punished for play-acting? . 

“My thought is that Patrick 
dkirft deserve to be sent off and 
that Nril Redfeam cheated the 
referee,” Wenger said. “Usually 
I think Redfearn is an honest 
type but on that occasion 
maybe Charlton wanted so 
much to win the game that he 
was ready for everything to 
get [Vieira] sent off I-.dont. 

think his h phflv foiir was fair " . 

However; Redfearn insisted 
his conscience was clear test 
night “The first time'- he 
[Vieira] swung he caughtmeoo 
the cheek... it wasquite 
painful” he said. 

The FA spokesman, Steve 
Double, said Arsenal hariyet to 
appeal against the deaSion.. 

Nicola Berti has left TotteSi-. 
ham to join the Spanish. First 
Division dub Alaves, wfcfotiie - 
37-year-old former England in- 
ternational Pieter Beardsley 
has moved to Hartlepool until ' 
the end of the season. Le^ are , 
trymgtosjgntheBenficas^rik : 
erNuno Gomes in a £3.2m deal! 


Danson 

dropped 
for tie 


by guy Hodgson 


PAUL DANSON, the referee who 
was relegated from the Pre- 
miership list at tiie end of the 
1996-97 season, has been taken 
off tomorrow's FA Cup third- 
round tie between Lincoln City 
and Sunderland at Sincil Bank 
after requests from both dubs. 

The derision, almost un- 
precedented, was taken toy the 
Fbotbafl Association after an ini- 
tial approach from Sunderland, 
whose last match under the 
Leicester-based referee 
resulted in two players being 
sent off in the first 20 minutes 
against Arsenal at Highbury in 
September 1696, 

Lincoln, whose chairman 
and manager, John Reames, is 
a former chairman of the FA’s 
Referees Committee, also 
wished to have Danson re- 
moved, after a controversial 
match at Northampton Town 
earlier this season where a 
mass fracas broke out 

No replacement official has 
been announced, but the FA has 
derided to act to prevent any 
possibility of public order being 
affected by Dansotfs involve- 
ment David Davies, the FA’s 
acting chief executive, said: 
“The views of both dubs were 
taken into account before that 
decision was made." 

Sunderiand’s view was doud- 
ed by Dansorfs performance at 
Highbury two years ago, when 
Martin Scotland Paul Stewart 
were dismissed during a 24) 
defeat Danson was removed 
from fee Premiership list at 
the aid of that season after a 
sequence of low marks from the 
referees’ assessor and has since 
been restricted to officiating 
games in the Nationwide 
League and below. 


Due to productim problems 
yesterday, we were unable 
to publish our “ Premiership 
Footballers of the Year" fea- 
ture, which was advertised 
on the front page of some 
early editions. It appears 
today onpage 16 . 
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rt was an election campaign which promised to be as 
bittpr as aijy everfought in Listowel On one side 
i < FiannaRul, the party of De'Vhlera and militant Irish 
~ nationalism; on the other was Fine Gael, the party 
Winch descended from Michael Collins and those who 
had voted for the partition of Ireland in 1922. Looming 
over both was theshadowof the Catholic church, an 
institution of unrivaledpbwerin Listowel, as in most 
othersouthern towns. Both parties paid obeisance 
Jch. Both doffed their caps to tee priests. But if moral 
. ' Ireland that usually meant anything to do with sex) 

r ... were wft involved, the priests tended to stay in tee background 
dioogattiioni 

..'~u Aotfflke ercry campaign since partitkHi, the election campaign 
Vpfl95ij Ws dominated by the politics of tee civil war The staff 
. wfaichW^ kept under wraps most erf tee time came flooding out 
fa etectimiff. whohad fought on whatside, who had killed who, 
. : represented tee win of the Irish people. 

T ■ Both sides were timbering up for ah orgy of b3e and insults. 
- j; Enter TiQr uricie, John B Keane, &hd a group of sub ver sive 
' • associated Sick to death of the old bitterness, they decided to 
C tale matters into their own hands and put up a noso-pariy can- 
: jiidate. He was - the inestimable and unimpeachable Thomas 
Poodle Esq. Needless to say, Tom Doodle did not exist In real- 
ity be Was a friend of myunde's who was persuaded to disguise 
hmjselFbnd play; the part for tee duration of tee campaign. 

' ‘ V At first, the main parties were inclined to ignore tee Doodle 
campaign. The work ofyoungfaefe with nothing better to do. And 
th«i-chxhe the Doodle monster meeting. Those who were 
presertt rqmember it as tee biggest meeting in the town since 
Pamellcame in the last century. Crowds pressed around the rail- 
way station where myuncle and his friends were waiting- with a 
. bra'se-drawn carriage to meet the candidate. As he emerged, a 
teass band b^an to play and somebody in the crowd fired swsral 
, celebratory shots into the aic 

. V. Followed ~by several hundred people, DoodTe and his spin- 
efoctore .proceeded to the market square, where he unvoted his 
faring manifesto to rescue Ireland from avfl tot politics. Tito 
.prcanKes yere intentionally ludicrous. The crowd knew this and 
■ .cheered Jbim on wildly On jobs, he pledged to open k factory for 

rfravrrfftee hair offgooseberries: there was also a hM of universal 

free drinV O rtrially he promised •‘that every man would have 
more than tee next”. In the atmosphere of political clientism and 
unrealistic' promises which prevailed at the time, the crowd 
dfttightedin tee biting satire. 

The m&ting finished wite the ringing campaign slogan: “Vote 
• and give the whole Kaboodle toDoodje”. 1b orgastic 


of my childhood and family. I knew teat various members of ihy 
father's family had been involved in the IRA, among teem my 
grandmother Hanorah PurtilL Once while staying with her in 
Kerry during the holidays, I remember a war pension arriving 
at her house on Church Street And when I asked her about it 
she admitted she’d once been an IRA volunteer 

But like so many who had taken part in tee bitter struggles 
of 1919-22, Hannie Keane was slow to talk about what had hap- 
pened, what she had seen and done. I knew only that she was a 
devout follower of Michael Collins and that after tee Treaty she 
had abandoned tee gun in favour of politics. Throughout my life 
I had known her as a gentle granny, a woman who passionately 


pomfedhne. Spare os your old hatreds* the young were saying, 
ypypht n different Ireland. • 

Myuncfe would later cany on the battle as one of Ireland’s 

.<# 4 *1* .'a . ~ - **-*-* -A ■ i mi i — ■ nuTTl 1 1 - — iVin <1 n i imrl n riaH~ 
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sdiools^ Althougka fluent speaker and lover oflrish, John B&Zt 
tfae yn nn^ tcpre being turned against the language. He hadh&le 
IfmA fartee narrow nationalist flite who used the language as 
a jjolitical weapon. It was a stand which would earn him 
verbal and physical abuse, culminating tea savage attack at a 

.. i rv,fa«. Anm mMnh ha me hu4vM'Mmm> nrithnut 



supported constitutional politics and never neglected to cast her 
vote. And so when my uncle told me about her revolutionary life 
one raormnglast summer I knew I was discovering an altogether 
more complex woman. 

At the age of 17, Hannie Keane had become a member of 
Cumann Na Mban, tee female wing of tee IRA. The women 
provided intelligence, logistical and moral support to the gun- 
men who w e re attacking British forces and the Royal Irish Consta- 
bulary My grand-unde, Mu* Purtill (Hannie’s brother), was one 
of the main IRA leaders in tee area. 

One of Hannie’s jobs was to smuggle guns around tee neigh- 
bourhood Accortfing to n^unefe tee (fid this by roncealing them 
in her underwear a place not even the notorious Black and Tans 
(British Irregulars) would think of searching But they fid suspect 


her enough to issue a death threat One evening while she was 
walking home, a Black and Tan by the name of Darcy stopped 
Hannie and put a gun to her head. She was given 24 hours to get 
out of town, a warning she chose to ignore. 

Hannie survived, but many of her comrades-in-arms did not 
Hanni e Keane was no different from thousands of young men 
and women who had flocked to the republican movement after 
the British had executed tee leaders of the Easter 1916 rebellion. 
In a matter of weds, British stupidity had inflamedpubtic opinion. 
The radicah'sation of public opinion which tee rebels had sought 
was achieved by British firing squads. As my unde put it to me: 
“If you have never had to aspire for freedom, if you have always 
had it, then it’s impossible to understand what it means to live 
without it”. 

The War of Independence in North Kerry was a savage affair 
The nearby town of Baflyiongfbrd was attacked and burned by 
tee Black and Tans; in the valley of Knockanure, tee Tans shot 
dead three men after ordering them to run across an open field. 
My grand-uncle helped the only survivor of that attack to escape 
and bring the story to national attention. 

For its part, tee IRA conducted a ruthless campaign, halting 
Black and Tans and also fellow Irishmen who wore tee uniform 
of the Royal Irish Constabulary. Houses belonging to unpopular 
Protestant landlords were burned, those suspected of pro-British 
sympathies were killed or driven out, informers were executed 
without mercy. 

In one case an RIC district inspector was walking up Church 
Street in Listowel after attending mass when he was surprised 
by the IRA and murdered. I don’t know how much of tee local 
campaign my grandmother participated in, or how much she knew 
about the planning of such attacks. I do remember myfeteer teffing 
me a stray about a murdered British officer haunting the 
house on Church Street, a green shadow who flickered across 
tee walls at night. 

Was this the fruit of fantasy or did it hint at some dark story 
untold? My grandmother died before I was interested enough 
to ask her about the truth of those days. I will never know. So 
much of our Irish past is snagged with myth and suppressed 
memory, it is as if tee blood and tee bitterness made truth too 
painful to bean When the British departed in 1922 tee IRA split 
My grandmother took the side of tee pro-Treaty forces. 

The issue then, as now; was tee partition of the country. Where 
you stood on partition, whether you would kill and die over it, 
became tee trenchline that defined our national politics for 
generations. In Norte Kerry the Civil War was, in tee words of 
Professor Brendan Kennealfc a famifr friend ami a leatfing Irish 
poet “The dirtiest fight of an time, families split by it, football 
teams split by it A bitter; bitter tune”. 

Two stories he remembers from teat time: at Balfyseefy outside 
the town erf Tralee, soldiers of the Free State Army tied nine IRA 
prisoners to a landmine and then stood back and detonated tee 
device. Eight of the men were Mown topieees. One miraculously 
survived to tell the stray. At Clashmelcon, near Listowd, a group 
of IRA men hiding in caves overlooking the sea were urged to 
surrender and dimb up some ropes which had been lowered by 
the Army As they came to tee top, tee soldiers cut tee ropes and 
sent the men Ming to tear deaths on tee rocks below. 

That was Irishmen kflfing Irishmen. Irish Catholics kilfing Irish 
Catholics. I did not hear those stories growing up. The history I 
learned in school was safe history: Irish heroes and English 
villains. And there was no shortage of English villainy to 
contemplate. Hie curse of CromweD, tee rebellion of 1798, tee 
Famine, tee Easter Rising, the Black and Thus. But the blood 
and guts of what we (fid to each other was skipped over 
The Civil War and tee bloody reality of what the IRA did in 


prosecuting its war against tee British was glossed over 
I went to school in 1966, the year Ireland celebrated the 50th 
anniversary of the Easter Rising. They were stirring times. I 
remember the radio relentlessly playing ballads and martial music 
As tee voice of one announcer droned repeatedly: “If you must 
sing a song, sing an Irish song”. 

I dreamed of dying for Ireland. Our schoolyard battles were 
always the same: tee Irish versus the Brits. My hero was Patrick 
Pearse. Noble and handsome. I longed to emulate him, to perish 
in glorious battle. And I understood, too, teat to be Irish was to 
be Catholic. I may have loathed the boredom of Sunday masses 

Continued on page 2 
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the rent? 

Shelter line 

0808 8oo 4444 

call free any time of the day or night 
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IF YOU ARE WORRIED ABOUT • paying your rent or mortgage. 

» problems with yoor landlord • being repossessed 
being homeless because of violence • the conditions you live in 
• having nowhere to sleep tonight 

Shelter 


Mnkoin and transtafion sendees avribbte. CaSs are confidential but nay be 
recorded for training purposes. Registered charity somber 26373a 
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Turn of the year 

Sir Is it not time the authorities in 
London looked into an organised 
event for New Year’s Eve? Year 
after year we have the police asking 
for people not to attend the annual 

gath erin g at Trafalgar S q uare, and 

this is ignored by thousands. It is 
time for our great capital city to 
follow the lead of Edinburgh and 
organise an event, perhaps in Hyde 
Park, with screens showing Big 
Ben, live music and maybe even the 
London Mayor 
ANDREW REEVES 
Darijvr&Kent 

Sin Ian Campbell comments that 
“over the Christmas period travel 
by rail has been impossible" 

(letter; 30 December). One reason 
has been the lack of any Christmas 
timetable available to the public. 

In previous years free 
timetables have been available. 
The notice at my local station 
indicates that a modified service is 
running over Christmas and the 
NewYeai; but gives no due as to 
what these modifications maybe. 
Ring the national rail inquiry 
number and you are greeted with a 
recorded message to the effect that 
because of adverse weather 
conditions in Scotland and the 
North of England, all lines are busy. 

Am I being over-cynical in 
thinking that train opera tors are 
looking for an excuse (few 
passengers) to cut down even 
further the services over 
Christmas and New Year? And if 
train times are not publicised, how 
can you complain about 
cancellations and delays? 

SUSAN WATKIN 
Lincoln 

Sin Ted Hughes said; “Before us 
stands yesterday.” So it does, but 
what if we choose to ignore it? 

Throughout 1998 we have seen 
fit to dismiss the 350th anniversary 
of 1648, the climactic year of the 
English Revolution; the Second 
Civil War, the defeat of Stuart 
absolutism. Pride's Purge and the 
creation of cabinet government in 
the Council ofState. It was the 
year that set the pattern for the 
American and French revolutions. 
Runyan said of its message: “Until 
you know this you are to 
yourselves unknown." 

There maybe some remedy at 
hand. The new year is the 400th 
anniversary of Cromwell's birth 
and the 350th of the end of Charles 
L to be marked by an exhibition at 
the Museum of London. Into both 
we can read the deeper 
constitutional significance of 1648. 
PETER CADOGAN 
London NW6 

Dollar vs euro 

Sir Lord Howe's myopic article 
“Declare fertile euro now, Mr 
Blair” (31 December) is typical of 
those that ignore the ever- 
spreading use of the US dollar for 
commercial purposes everywhere 
else in the world. Given our 
common roots, language, legal 
system, defence synergies and 
currency stability with the USA, it 
is criminal that there Is no debate 
over which currency block we 
should be joining. 

RON WEST 
Croydon, Surrey 

Sir The launch of the euro 
requires a sustained and serious 
discussion on its inevitable effects 
for Britain. Its very existence 
affects the UK It is imperative that 
Britain makes a positive decision. 

Over the past few years Britain 
has adopted a wait-and-see policy. 
Politicians have run scared of the 
tabloid press. But now, the actual 
existence of the euro forces us to 
decide how to act to prevent the 
UK being pushed to the periphery 
of Europe, and the loss of political 


Letters to the editor 
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Panto Season No 5: At the Northcott Theatre in Exeter, members of the chorus for TKck Whittington’ wait in the wings John Ifoos 


influence that implies. We call on 
the Government to set a date for 
British entry into the euro. Young 
people's jobs depend upon it 
ROBERT COPPINGER 
President 

Young European Movement 
London SWl 

Millennium man 

Sir. Humans are the only 
creatures on this planet who can 
ask how we came to be here . On)y 
the scientific method offers a way 
to answer such questions. Of those 
who have had the greatest impact 
on the progress of science my own 
choice for person of the 
millennium is Charles Darwin. 
The understanding of evolution is 
the single most important event so 
for in our path to understanding of 
life. In the next millennium the 
scientific method should yield a 
full biological understanding of life 
starting with the description of the 
sequence of the human genome. 
ALAN R WILLAMSON 
BeaconsfieLd, Buckinghamshire 

Term-time holidays 

Sin Modern education has been 
described as “the mouse race that 
trains our children for the rat race”. 

Heaven forbid that those young, 
inquiring minds should ever be 
allowed to focus on anything but 
the grim tasks of “curriculum 
tests”. Unthinkable that these 
lively little folk should be let loose, 
during term-time to do such 
useless things as visiting 
cathedrals, exploring rock pools, 
listening to other languages and 
music, walking on nature trails, 
seeing how children in other 


countries live, climbing 
mnimtflins, learning to swim or 
snorkel, calculating in foreign 
currencies or experiencing at first 
hand those other cultures from 
which their parents may have 
sprung (“Heads seek term-time 
holiday ban” SO December). 
Perhaps the National Association 
of Head Teachers would prefer 
children to be manacled to then- 
desks so that parents would be 
unable to spirit them away during 
term-time fin* these dreadful, 
unscheduled holidays. 

I shall always remember a 
conversation I had with one of nay 
daughters, a few days after we 
returned from a three-month tour 
of Europe (in term time). “The kids 
in my class have just finished a 
project on ancient Greece," said 
this little giri who, a few weeks 
earlier had been staring awestruck 
at the Parthenon and running 


races with her sister among the 
ruins of Olympia. “And can you 
believe, they thought it was boring. 
I felt so sorry for them.” 

Teachers had been supportive, 
asking only that the girls keep a 
diary of their journey and bring it 
back to share with the class. But 
that was 1977. 1 guess the mouse 
race has become grimmer since 
then. Poor little mice. 

MARIAN McCAIN 
Ivybridge, Devon 

Hit and miss. 

Sin It is worrying to hear that 
senior police officers like Roy 
Penrose cite films as an 
explanation for the rise of the “hit- 
men” in Britain (report, 28 
December). We might expect this 
simplistic explanation from people 
ignorant of the pattern of hit-man 
tailings, or prepared to forget hit- 


man films going back to Jimmy 
Cagney. Old Mafia movies and the 
Krays show us that explanation is 
not found in Hollywood, but in the 
socio-economic conditions of 
Britain. 

We have moved closer to the US 
in many other respects. The hit- 
man, Ifcp the age-structured gang 
and the drug territory battles, is 
but one facet of social exclusion 
and the cheapening of human life. 

Perhaps the director-general of 
our National Crime Squad was 
fired up by Christmas repeats, but 
our interests would be better 
served if he addressed the real 
issues. 1 assume that he does not 
blame kfllercop movies for the rise 
in police resort to firearms? 

ANDY WILSON 
Mannheim Centre far 
Criminology 

London School qf Economics 
London SE10 


Sin One is constantly bong told 
by “industry spokes people” 
that supermarkets “have to" 
stock the products they do 
because of demand from 
customers. Please could one of 
them introduce me to the 
person who first asked to have 
water added to bacon? 
RWSMITH 
Marlow Bottom. 
BuckiTighamshire 

Sin Your leading article of 31 
December compared the 
French Legion d’Honnenr and 
our Medal of Honor (not 
“Congressional Medal of 
Honor” although Congress 
must approve any award) with 


IN BRIEF 


British honours bestowed in 
the New Year list. Rather; the 
Medal of Honor is comparable 
to the Victoria Cross. As I 
recall the criteria for its award 
—which most be confirmed by 
two eye-witnesses superior in 
rank to the nominee — the 
soldier, sailor, airman or 
marine must have exhibited 
conspicuous gallantry and 
intrepidity above and beyond 
the call of duty under fire in 
action against the enemies of 
the United States. 

RASHEETZ 
Alexandria. Virginia, USA 


Sin David Bishop is right that 
Jesus nowhere uses the phrase 
“aB people are equal” (letter, 

28 December), though St Paul 
comes close when he says that 
for Christians “there is neither 
Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, 
male nor female, but afi are one 
in Christ Jesus”. But he had 
something modi more 
important to proclaim: the 
coming of the kingdom of God. 
Fbr this to happen everyone 
has to be treated as equal, 
which is why Jesus teaches us 
to love all our neighbours, even 
the outcast and despised, as we 
love ourselves. 

The Rev MICHAEL COUNSELL 
London SE23 


Wowser country 

Sir. I am surprised by Christopher 
Hawtree’s claim (Words, 23 
December) that the word 
“wowser”, m eanin g killjoy, “was in 
recent use in both England and 
America before becoming 
Australian," with evidence offered 
that I7ie Economist used it here in 
1963 followed by The Times in 1977. 
I heard it commonly in Australia 
for years before I left there in 1954. 

And only in Australia: over a 
period of two years during the war 
here I found no English person 
who understood the word and for 
more than 30 years past here, I 
have consistently had to explain to 
English people what it means and 
even how to spell iL 

My 1951 edition of the Concise 
Oxford Dictionary includes it - 
correctly - as “puritanical fanatic” 
with its source as Australia. I have 
never known an American who 
knew the word or its meaning, 
including my American relatives. 

I cannot say that it has never 
been used elsewhere, but it surely 
is as Australian as “bunyip” (a 
mythical animal ) or “furphy” 
(rumour). 

LEN CLARKE 
Uxbridge, Middlesex 

Pigeon post? 

Sin Appropriate to get an 
explanation of “round robin” sent 
to Canary Wharf from Leighton 
Buzzard (letter; 28 December). My 
own round robin is outside the 
kitchen window; to my fat cat's 
disgust he was the recipient of the 
remains of the Christmas turkey. 
MICHAEL JJ DAY 
Giggleswick. North Yorkshire 


Fergal 

Keane’s 

Ireland 


Continued from page 1 

but my Catholic identity was not up 

for debate. It had come down to me 

from my devout grandmother who 

had in turn been given it by her 

grandparents. 

But looking back dow I sense that 

1966 was the high watermark of the 

old nationalism. The Irish identity 
which had been defined in terms of 
its Catholic faith and its antagonism 
to the British was evolving into 
altogether more exciting. 

Wte might have played war games 
in the day but at night we had tele- 
vision to look at, with its imported 
programmes and ideas. We were 
heading into Europe, taking part in 
UN peacekeeping operations, we 
were embarking on economic poli- 
cies that reversed the isolationism 
of the past My unde John B and 
many other writers were challeng- 
ing the accepted orthodoxies of 
church and state. The women's 
movement was agitating on issues 
such as contraception and equal 
rights in the workplace. 

All around me Ireland was chang- 
ing, but 1 was too young to see it I 
do have one memory which under- 
lines both the nature of the state and 
the challenge it was facing. Every 
few weeks my mother would hand 
me a brown envelope and send me 
to Mrs Gleeson’s chemist around the 
corner from our Dublin home. Ooce 
inside, I would hand the envelope to 
the chemist on duty- She would dis- 
appear into a back room and return 
with the envelope, filled now with 
small tablets. “What’s that mam?” 
I asked one morning. “That's just the 
Pin, love. Just the POL” 

I hadn 't a due what “the Pill” was 
but I knew it was something secret 
And there it was, a small act of sub- 
version, but one being repeated by 
women across the country. It was a 
new revolution, altogether different 
from the battles of the past 

And then, in 1969. the long, fes- 
tering wound of partition burst in our 
faces. The politics of blood returned 
to Ireland and filled our television 
screens every night As the Trimbles 
ground on we were alternately hor- 
rified, outraged, sickened, mysti- 
fied, saddened, apathetic. Hie 
struggle which my grandmother 
and her comrades had abandoned in 
1922 in favour of constitutional pol- 
itics had come back to haunt us. 

At first we felt sympathy for the 
Northerners, our nationalist im- 
pulses twitched reflexive ly. But the 
war up North was brutal and unro- 
mantic. Dismembered bodies. Wid- 
ows and orphans. We didn't live 
through it but its poison infected the 
whole island. And with every brutal 
image, it became harder to cling to 
the simplistic, nationalist pieties. 
To paraphrase Yeats: Romantic 
Ireland was dead and gone. 

It took 30 years of murder and vi- 
olent sectarianism to bring the peo- 
ple of Ireland, north and south, to the 
point of agreement Now we have 
reached that point there is a feeling 
akin to a collective intake of breath. 
We hover before this peace, uncer- 
tain and nervous. Will it last? Where 
wifi it take us? What kind of country 
have we become on the journey to 
peace? I don’t know what my grand- 
mother would think of this new is- 
land. I suspect the conservative. 
Catholic part of her nature would find 
some of the changes difficult to ac- 
cept. But I hope the revolutionary in 
her, the rebel heart, would cele- 
brate the freedom we are finding. 


Fergal Keane's three-part series 
"Irish Journeys’ begins on Saturday 
at 725pm on BBC 2 
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Anita Brookner on 
a new exhibition of 
Ingres’ paintings 


What happens when you 
snort heroin? Aerobics 
teacher Emily Jenkins 
describes her experience 



An exclusive Independent readers’ offer: 
New Year’s resolutions even you can keep 


WHEN DID you last make a New 
Year's resolution and keep it? Not 
for a long time. If ever. And Hi tell 
you why. It's because we all make 
resolutions to cure the worst part of 
our behaviour In other words, we 
mate the resolutions that are least 
likely to be kept, because they are 
the hardesL 

An untidy person resolves to be 
tidy and an overweight person to eat 
less. Eat chance. Ten days later the 
mess is as bad as ever and the diet 
forgotten. 

So here’s what you must do. Ifou 
must make a resolution which you 
will find easy to keep. And the best 
way to do that is choose a resolution 
at random. How do you make a res- 
olution at random? E^sy Yon pick one 
from the following list of resolu- 
tions, randomly provided by our tire- 
less Independent computer. 

Just stick a pin in the pi ere and 
mate a solemn oath to keep whatever 
oath fete lands you win. Here we go, 
then. Say after me: I resolve... 

If overweight, to be tidier 


If untidy, to eat less. 


To buy no more books until I have 
read all the books I already possess. 


To throw out all the dried spices on 
my kitchen either which are more 
than 10 years old or which I cannot 
identify with a blindfold sniff. 


To buy my produce at little High 
Street shops until Safeways has 
gone bankrupt, or at least until I am 
forced to go back to Safeways 
because there were uo bloody 
aubergines in tbe blootfy High Street 


Tb give up reading any articles which 
are headed: “New Labour new rift” 
or “Cancer cure breakthrough” or 
“African fossil find leads to rethink on 
human origins". 


Tb boldly split infinitives without a 
qualm. 


Not to use such pointless time-wast- 
ing expressions as “as it were", “as 
it might be”, “as such” or “if you tike". 



MILES 

KINGTON 

To tdsit a total stranger 
in hospital and 
keep telling her you 
hardly recognise her 

Never again to sing “My Way”, or any 
part of it 


Tb smile at drivers who cut in front 
of me and discover that road radiance 
is even more effective (ie annoying) 
than road rage. 


Tb get rid of all Ordnance Survey 
maps more than 10 years old, unless 


they are more than 50 years old and 
therefore getting valuable again. 


To practise my signature until it be- 
gins to look something like the sc rawl 
on my credit cards again. 


Tb give up reading all articles bead- 
ed “BBC reshuffle spells new threat 
to radio”, "Sports supremo promis- 
es massive shake-up” or “TV docu- 
mentary was fixed”. 


Tb go carol singing next year, but 
singing onfy carols in French. 


When asked what I want to drink in 
a pub, to say “The unusual, please” 
and then to try something new for a 
change. 


Tb ruthlessly reduce the number of 
keys on my key-ring by halt 


Never to vote in any personality of the 

year contest, or anything which in- 


volves ringing one number for Yes 
and another for No. 


To phone up a prostitute’s teleri 
number and fry to sell her dc 
glazing. 


To avoid all articles headed: 
ways with noodles" or “Opt 
that attic” or “Ten uses fbr * 
verted church". 


Tb think up io more valid use 
which cotton buds can be put 

♦ ___ 

To visit a total stranger in hose 
and keep telling her you ha, 
recognise her. 


To ask people if they have r 
that nobody seems to be disc 
Pfeter Mandelson’s sexualil 
more. 




-jUL 











THE FRIDAY REVIEW 

The Independent 1 January 1999 



LEADERS AND COMMENT/3 


;al 

e’s 

nd 


»e: 


owl sen 
-termari 
i Irish ii 
ledin te 


ivolvi 


yedwj 
ht we 
it its i 
leas. i 
vtakin 


ie J 
wen 


Th 
a tin 
ion 
ace. 


eats K.-' -r:«. 

Ltd a-' :' . 
jfmur:;. 
Uibrir.i. : !* ,v 
. and SvU- 
;L Nov- 
there 
inud;-.- 
iis pt 

Viiii'u»r : ’■ 
it kind-. 

ffl tl;«r 
vwi 
sk of 


?rero!u:.-- 

•art- 

WV JTV ■■■ 


•jn-t'-r, 



UsteV 
sell : 


, ■ • y-‘ 

i hejC 

" Or ; 

US4 : -~ ! ' • ' 


M 


> 


A 


> 4 



THE INDEPENDENT 


I Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London E14 5DL telephone: 0171 293 2000 or 0171 345 2000 Fax 0171 293 2435 or 0171 345 2435 

THE INDEPENDENT ON THE INTERNET WWW.1NDEPENDENT.CO.UK 



Midnight! A happy, 
bouncing euro is 
born as 1999 rings in 

NOTHING MUCH happened at midnight last night (except 
the odd party;, and yet everything changed. The euro was 
bom - and yet this event merely formalises the ties that 
have bound'll European currencies for some time. The 
European Central Bank was already r unning interest-rate 
policy for the euro area, engineering last month’s cut in 
rates for all 11 currencies. And the French will cany on 
using francs and the Germans marks for three-and-a-half 
more years: euro notes and coins will only be phased in 
during the first half of 2002. But the euro now exis ts as a 
trading and banking currency. British visitors to the Con- 
tinent will be able to take euro travellers’ cheques; their 
credit card bills will be itemised in euros, and conversion 
costs will drop. Over time, more and more prices in con- 
tinental Europe will be shown in the both local currenci- 
es and their euro equivalents. 

What matters most to Britain about today’s calendar 
Oip is that the alarmists have been dished. Half the Euro- 
sceptics said the euro would never happen, and the other 
half said it would be bora into a Europe torn by econom- 
ic chaos and civil disorder. Even sensible people like John 
Major and Kenneth Clarke used to say there was a good 
chance it would not be launched on time. Ail that turned 
out to be bunkum. Not just wrong, but silly. The euro is 
being launched in conditions of organised calm Most sig- 
nificantly, it arrives with a degree of popular consent which 
was unexpected just six months ago. The Ger man pub- 
lic, above all, which had long been deeply suspicious of 
the plan to replace their mark, seems to have accepted 
the euro with a shrug 

This has implications for Britain, where there is a ref- 
erendum yet to be won. The arguments are well-known, 
and some of those against the euro are justified: the Euro- 
pean Central Bank is neither open, nor accountable 
enough; and there are likely to be problems of regional 
recessions in the euro area which will put pressure on the 
Brussels budget However, the gains for Europe’s citizens 
- primarily economic but also cultural - outweigh the 
doubts. At its worst, the argument for joining is that we 
would lose by staying out 

It seems that public opinion will only begin to move, how- 
ever; once joining the euro has become an accepted fact 
Britain’s membership is taking on an air of inevitability 
among politicians and commentators - now the Govern- 
ment needs to bring this home to the British people. The 
Chancellor will this month publish detailed plans for what 
needs to be done if the decision to join were taken: that 
much is welcome -but it is not enough. 

Tbny Blair should move from the negative - there is no 
constitutional bar to Britain’s joining - to the positive - 
the Government believes it is in Britain’s interest to join 


the euro. And he should move, as Peter Mandelson did 
prematurely last year, from “if" to “when". As Geoffrey 
Howe suggested in The Independent yesterday, he should 
set a target date for British entry Not only would a date 
become an anchor in the markets, thus reaping for Britain 
many of the benefits of monetary union straight away, it 
would reverse the polarity of popular assumptions - from 
“out unless, we vote to go in” to “in unless, we vote to stay 
out”. Remember, too, that for continental Europeans the 
single currency has been a fact since the Maastricht Treaty 
was signed in December 1991. Even for decimalisation, 
the changeover date was set in 1966, five years ahead. 

Mr Blair should say that the Government wants Britain 
to be able to join the euro “from 2003”. To be sure, a date 
would be a hostage to fortune. But not setting a date would 
be worse. The Prime Minister said last month: “When I 
say that I want Britain to be a leading partner in Europe, 
engaged in shaping its future, I mean it And I can deliv- 
er it” This year, his boast will be tested. 


Don’t blame the 
Yemeni government 

IN ALL the discussion of precisely how the hostages 
were killed in Yemen, we are in danger of forgetting a simple 
truth. It is not the Yemeni authorities who are primarily 
to blame for the death of the.four tourists but the Islamic 
Jihad group who seized them in the first place. 

On the first accounts of the survivors - although their 
tales are still confused - it does seem as if the Yemeni troops 
fired first No doubt the action could have been carried out 
more safety- Given the past history of Yemeni hostage- 
taking, the tourists must have known they woe taking risks. 

But the crucial point remains: these were western 
hostages deliberately taken by a fundamentalist group for 
political ends. The Yemeni authorities couldn't just give in 
to their demands for the release of their leader from jail 


as if this was no different than the ransoms they have 
agreed with previous hostage-takers in the region. 

We have learnt enough from air-hijacking to know that 
giving in to such demands never works. We have also learnt 
enough - or should have by now - to treat seizing hostages 
in this manner as a form of international terrorism, not a 
peculiar pastime of a wild country. The lessons of air- 
hijacking are there to be read. There has to be 
international co-ordination of intelligence and counter- 
measures. Special forces have to be trained for quick 
response. But above all, the perpetrators of such actions 
have to be made to understand that even if they escape, 
they will be pursued for decades not just years - each time 
they travel abroad or use the banking system. Yes. revise 
the Foreign Office warning system (although they cannot 
be held responsible for every tourist taking risks abroad;. 
Yes, examine what did happen in the fetal shoot-out in 
southern Yemen. But don't let that detract from the 
international effort that is now required. 


A resolution for Tony Blair: 

' try not to neglect the Cabinet 



AN ESSENTIAL feature of the politi- 
cal pantomime played out during the 
later Thatcher years and virtually the 
entire Major regime was that when- 
ever they went abroad the trouble- 
makers in their party had a ball at 
home. “When the PM’s away the 
mice come out to play” was the theme 
of many apolitical column, as the din 
of domestic politics disrupted prime 
ministerial excursions. It would be an 
exaggeration to say that Tony Blair's 
holiday in (he Seychelles has been 
wrecked by the post-Mandelson ma- 
noeuvring in Britain. Nonetheless the 
mice have been out to play this week 
and there have been some pretty sig- 
nificant games. 

Some of the mice. Biair’s own cab- 
inet colleagues, sense the freedom of 

a little political space with the de- 
parture of Peter Mandelson. Indeed 
the sound of ministers burrowing out 
of thefr holes, seeking daylight, is the 
first consequence of the Mandelson af- 
fair. Ebr more than four years most of 
than felt intimidated by the Blair- 
Mandelson partnership, or were in 
awe of it They sat around the top 
table, uncertain where they stood. 
Quite unexpectedly the partnership 
has been broken. Suddenly cabinet 
minis ters have rediscovered some of 
their own seif-confidence. 

The interview with John Prescott 
in The Independent on Wednesday 
was one such example of the new po- 
litical situation. It is a remarkable doc- 
ument, one which should head 
straight for the files of those of us 
reminding this elusive government 
day in, day out fbr on the surface 
Prescott is utterly loyal and yet with- 


in a few paragraphs he implies that 
the emphasis on spin has detracted 
from the substance of government pol- 
icy that ministers were more inter- 
ventionist than Mandelson ever 
allowed for at the DTI and that Key- 
nesianism is akve ar] d kicking under 
New Labour He insists that Mandel- 
son’s departure was not a big event 
yet the interview demonstrates how 
big it was. He would not have given 
precisely the same answers if Man- 
delson had stffi been tee rising star of 
the a dminis tr ation - 

What is more, he singles out his re- 
lationship with Gordon Brown as 
being much stronger than before, 
which I can confirm to be the case. A 
year before the election there was as 
great a mutual resentment between 
the two of them as thee was between 
some of the other rivals at the frac- 
tious head of New Labouc In gov- 
ernment a respect has evolved, not 
least as a result of tee former 'frea- 
sury minister Geoffrey Robinson act- 
ing as a link between them. 

A Brown/Prescott affiance is not 
necessarily a threat to Blah; but it 
could become one unless he treads 
carefully on bis return. At different 
times, for different reasons, both of 
than have had cause to question pri- 
vately and with firry what has gone on 
in the prime ministerial court 
Also reviewing tee new political 

landscape wffl be Rohm Cook, who has 

never had anytime forMandelsonian 
New Labourism, but felt so weak six 
months agp that he let the Blairites 
virtual^ rewrite a speech he delivered 
on the Third Way. Recently be has 
been worried that Mandelson was 



Steve 

Richards 

Ministers burrowing out of 
their holes, seeking doyligftt, 


breathing down his neck, seeking his 
job. He was right to be worried. I have 
no doubt that Mandelson would have 
been foreign Secretary under a Blair 
government in the fullness of time, 
Suddenlythat burden has been lift- 
ed for Cook. He has not become the 
star he was in opposition overnight, 


has always been the hope of the neo- 
Keynesians among Labour MPs. With 
Prescott citing the great economist 
too, Cook may fed that his cause is not 
entirety dead. 

A tittle further down the Cabinet 
others will be reflecting over tee New 
%ac Jack Straw continues to get rave 
reviews in the media. Can he flex his 
muscles and scupper for good the PR 
project which he. fiercely opposes? 


per cent Blairite and suffered tee oc- 
casional humiliation at their hands in 
the early days, will he sense some 
room for manoeuvre? 

And what about Margaret Beckett, 
moved from the DTI before many of 
her policies could be implemented and 
who has seen some of them revised 
under Mandelson? And how will Clare 
Short be feeling now that the most 
prominent “person in the dark” has 
foiled to survive in the more glam- 
orous and powerful light for more than 
six months? 

These are early days, but Mandel- 
son was such a uniquely powerful fig- 
ure because his relationship with 


change. But any suggestion of a cab- 
inet acting collectively against its 
leaderisway off toe mark. While some 
are united in their wariness of Man- 
delson's influence on Blair, they are 
divided among themselves on every- 
thing else. 

Cook and Short are supporters of 
PR, while Prescott, Brown and Straw 
are not. But Cook and Short view each 


on still while Short has been a long- 
term admirer of Brown and a critic of 
Prescott There is ample scope fbr 
Blair to divide and rule. 

But be needs to make the cabinet 
feel more involved in fee “project” 
(which Prescott mischievously de- 
scribed only as implementing the 
manifesto) or else some of them will 
become rather less docile than they 


Margaret Thatcher: but she stands as 
a permanent warning of what happens 
if a cabinet is neglected. Blair’s New 
"Vfear resolution shouffi be to bring back 
cabinet government or some of tee 
Cabinet will turn on him. 

Now, having made a resolution for 
the Prime Minis ter; let me propose a 
related one to all politicians, before 
more of them are bounded on to the 
back benches to join Mandelson: play 
down the sleaze allegations against 
your opponents fen; sooner or teter you 
wlD be hoist with your own petard. 

In my last column, which appeared 
the day before the Mandelson/Robin- 
son story broke, I argued that we ex- 
pected too much from tee private lives 
of politicians. Within 43 hours two of 
them were gone from tee government 
for relative^ trivial reas(ms. In fee cur- 
rent dimate more will be on the back 
benches before the year is out 

The shame of it is that no one who 
is gay, wealthy or been anywhere 
near a bra millionairess will consid- 
er a career in politics. Yet we need the 
best politicians we can get our hands 
on, so to speak. Most talented politi- 
cians could earn far more and enjoy 
more uninhibited sex in other voca- 
tions, but still they are viewed as a 
bunch of sex-crazed crooks. 

Some Tbries will suffer but tee Gov- 
ernment wffl be rocked more. It is one 
of the many reasons why this year wiU 
be a testing one for the Prime Minis- 
ter Blair will need his friends, and will 
have a much dearer idea of his ene- 
mies, by the end of 1999. 

Steve Richards is political editor of 

tee ‘New Statesman ’ 


have been since he became leader we 

David Blunkett has never been a 100 are nowhere near the dying days of 


is the first consequence of 
the Mandelson affair 


Blair was so strong, and the dynam- 
ics of the Government are bound to 


but there '(rill be more of a spring in otiierwarity from tbefr overlapping de- 
his stride as the new year begins. Cook patlmentR. Cook and Brown do not get 


Q UOTE OF THE PAY 

“History's most well-known refugee was 
a baby called Jesus." 

Dr George Carey, 

Archbishop of Canterbury 

T hought for the Day 

“A bad beginning makes a bad ending." 
Euripides. 

Classical Greek playwright 
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TALK ABOUT prophetic. We 
started the year by going nuts 
over a disaster movie. Titanic. 
By tee time 1998 had finally 
blown oven however we had 
coped with plenty of real-life 
catastrophes, El Nino, Mon- 
icagate, embassy bombings, 
school shootings, flash floods, 
the Chiefs, even the passing of 
“Old Blue Eyes”. _ 

But more uplifting events oc- 
curred, too, such as the [base- 
bad home-run record race, 
the return of ah astronaut hero 


[John Glenn], Saving Private 
Ryan, a resurgent bull market 
and even -dare we say it? -the 
introduction of Viagra. 

The Kansas City Star 

TO LAUNCH the new year; we 
suggest these proclamations 
for a select few people: 

H-inria Tripp: Resolve to find a 
real job. 

All Pres ide ntial Hopefuls: Re- 
solve to spend as much time 
talking to voters as raising 
campaign contributions. 


MONITOR 


ALL THE NEWS OF THE WORLD 
The American press looks back on the old 
year - and forward to the new one 

Bin Gates: Resolve to remem- Governor George W Bush: Re- 
ber more about your business solve to print “Compassionate 
strategy than PteskfentCfinfon Conservative” T-shirts and M- 
did about Monica Lewinsky or low that motto no matter how 
Ken Starr did about his inves- rough other party factions play. 
tigatioas. The Dallas Morning News 


AS TEMPTING as it might be to 
let 1998 drag its surreal sony 
carcass out the back door with- 
out further comment, we pre- 
sent once again our year-end 
list of winners and sinners. 
The Golden Spigot Award: 
The office of independent coun- 
sel Kenneth Stair The last 
thing we saw leaking that rnudb 
was the Titanic, 
fifth Friends tike these Thapiy 
(female division): Linda Tripp. 
With Friends like these Tro- 
phy (international division}: 


Saddam Hussein, whose nasty 
behaviour kept undercutting 
French and Russian efforts to 
lift sanctio ns against Iraq and 
end his pariah status. 

The W C Fields Award: The 
Republican convention ate se- 
lectors, who, on the whole, 
would rather be in Philadelphia. 
Unheeded Wisdom Award: 
The Presidents Initiative on 
Race. It was hard to hear in all 
toe static, but toe dialogues and 
report were usefuL 
The Philadelphia Inquirer 
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RIGHT 
OF REPLY 


NICK 

Herbert 

The chief executive 
of Business for 
Sterling replies to 
Geoffrey Howe's 
plea for Britain to 
join the euro 


GEOFFREY HOWE does not 
bother to make an economic 
case for giving up the pound 
(The Independent, 31 De- 
cember 1998). He simply 
falls back on tbe language of 
fear: it is inevitable; we will 
have no influence; so we 
must join. No mention of the 
risks, nor the underlying po- 
litical agenda which is dri- 
ving the whole project 

But there are powerful 
economic reasons for 
Britain to keep our own cur- 
rency. Our business cycle is 
different from that of Ger- 
many and France. A “one 
size fits ah” European inter- 
est rate would be more likely 
to suit the Continent than 
us, and the wrong interest 
rate could be devastating for 
the 

British economy. 

Our membership of the 
Exchange Rate Mechanism, 
urged upon Britain by. 
among others, Geoffrey 
Howe, gave us interest rates 
that were too high. Unem- 
ployment doubled, and we 
set a new record for busi- 
ness bankruptcies. At least 
we could get out of the 
ERJVL But membership of 
the single currency would be 
irreversible. 

We cannot and do not 
want to be excluded from 
the EU and the Single Mar- 
ket But if we remain outside 
Euroland we have a better 
chance of avoiding the worst 
aspects of the European 
Economic model - endemic 
unemployment; crippling so- 
cial costs; and an overgrown 
public sector and the high 
taxes that 
go with it 

The threat of tax harmon- 
isation is not exaggerated. It 
is a dear and present dan- 
ger to low-tax Britain, as 
would be the proposed with- 
holding tax on savings, 
which would be lethal for 
Loudon’s Eurobond market. 

The euro is no panacea 
for Europe's problems - 
and it could w?Jl make 
them worse. 

The truth is that for 
Britain the economic bene- 
fits of joining a regional cur- 
rency zone would be modest 
compared with the risks. It 
would be wrong for us to 
take this gamble, and even 
more wrong for the Govern- 
ment to spend public money 
on preparations for entry be- 
fore the British people have 
decided 

Britain can and will pros- 
per; in Europe - but out of 
Euroland We will be using 
the euro as freely as the dol- 
lar, and we will be in control 
of our own affairs. 


Get away from me with your puny gongs 


I LOVE the New Year’s Honours Bst, 
and can happily spend hours poring 
over the small print. It's pleasant to 
imagine the pleasure given by these 
harmless awards. Civil servants 
who never got quite as for as they 
might have hoped befog consoled by 
a pre-retirement CBE; ladies who 
have spent their lives in unhistoric 
acts and unspectacular goodness 

nppnmg ?n f»nvp_Inpe and finding that 

someone, anyway, has noticed then- 
patient attendance on the commit- 
tee at the hospice. 

An end-of-term prize-giving; My 
Bkxxfy Efforts for the boxers and the 
lollipop ladies, Other Buggers’ Ef- 
forts for supervisors at the Inland 
Revenue; up to diplomats, retiring 
with a Call Me God, a Kindly Call Me 
God or - for the very grand - God 
Calls Me God 

The honours list is a useful sort 
of incentive for the state to keep up 
its sleeve, encouraging people by 
the dream of eventual recognition. 
It used to be the Whips’ secret 
weapon in heading off a back- 
benchers' rebellion - God knows 
what threats they have to use these 
days now that MPs don’t get knig ht- 



Philip 

Hensher 


Satie remarked that 
‘M Ravel has refused 
the Legion d’honneur, but 
all his works accept it' 

hoods and they've done away with 
the little black book erf backbench in- 
discretions. 

And dvd servants put up with rel- 
atively low levels of pay in exchange 
for two things; the neareertafoty 
that they are safe from toe threat of 
downsizing, and the hope of the 
eventual KCB which, when retire- 
ment comes, will allow the new Lady 


Buggies to make a perfect ass of 
herself around the village, 

AQ the same, the recipients of ho- 
nours fall in to two categories: those 
who would kill for another one, and 
those who frankly wouldn’t really 
know what to do with one. The 
most conspicuous example of the 
latter sort of honour this year was 
the thoroughly well-deserved but 
somewhat oirious awards a dame- 
hood to the Duchess of Devonshire. 
Universally beloved and admirable 
as she is, one can’t help wondering 
what on earth she is gofog to do with 
it, or how exactly she is supposed to 
be addressed now -Duchess Dame 
Deborah, perhaps. 

Hie existence of a category of 
people who wouldn't know what to 
do with a state honour explains, per- 
haps, why writers never make much 
of a showing in fixe honours lists. It's 
quite striking that, though writers 
are at the forefront of our national 
consciousness, and present one of 
the most conspicuous faces of 
Britain to the outside world, they are 
very rarely accorded any kind of 
recognition by the state in the hon- 
ours lists. Peerages are generally 


givear»tforUtsaiyesfieI!mce,but, 
as in the case of P D James and 
Ruth RendeD, for devoted public ser- 
vice; knighthoods and damehoods 
are rarefy given, and always with an 

air of an exception being made. 

Writers don’t get state honours, 
which, considering that, alone 
amnng the arts, they make no de- 
mands on the public purse and 
generate a consistently healthy 
slice of die economy, might be 
viewed as rather odd. Painters and 
sculptors do pretty well; actors, 
conductors and singers, it seems, 
need only carry on long enough to 
pick up a K. But only the very 
grandest and oldest novelists get 
anything at alL If Sr Simon Rattle, 
why not Sir Martin Amis? If Dame 
Efelidty Lott why not Dame Victo- 
ria Glendinning? 

Tbe very idea seems absurd, 
and I think rightly so. Fro not argu- 
ing for more recognition for writers, 
rather the reverse. Raul Theroux’s 
new book about bis friendship with 
V S Naipaul spends a great deal of 
space on Naipaul’s change of mind. 
According to Theroux, Naipaul in 
youth argued, rightly, against the 


fr fep of a writer accepting the state’s 
honours, only to take a knighthood 
when it was offered There is some- 
thing wrong about the idea of Sir 
Vidia Naipaul, and I can't be alone 
in tanking that the author Of The 
Enigma of Arrival is not augment- 
ed by the possession of a KCB. 

It is demeaning on even the best 
of novelists to accept a bauble like 
this; the merits of the work, in the 
end are going to have to be enough, 
and ought always to be enough. 

Satie is said to have remarked 
bitchdy of Ravel that “MItavel has 
refused the Legion d’honneur; but 
all his works accept it” How much 
worse to accept an honour, to be 
seen as the sort of writer that the 
government admires and respects; 
it is almost as deplorable as the 
award of knighthoods to the editors 
of newspapers, an honourwbich can 
only ftiminish the recipient. There 
are certainly writers who are uni- 
versally known to be toutin g for 
knighthoods, but they a re not writ- 
ers worthy of anyone's respect, 
and, if their surreptitious cam- 
paigns ever succeeded it is not like- 
ly that the ridicule would cease. 


It would really be more sensible 
if a firm convention arose that writ- 
ers fell outside the range of the ho- 
nours system. The award of gongs, 
allfo all should be seen as what U 
is, a series of consolation prizes. 

If you work in the civil service for 
not much money' and no recognition, 
you mig ht be glad of the K. Similar^, 
the preponderance of the perform- 
ing arts in the lists, the readiness to 
reward sportsmen ought to be seen 
less as an attempt to court popu- 
larity and more of a consolation for 
the undeniable feet that they will 
soon be completely forgotten. Hard- 
fy anyone remembers actors, or foo t- 
ballers, or sopranos after their 


pieces. 

Writers shouldn’t need a conso- 
lation prize; their work will be re- 
membered or forgotten, regardless 
of a piece of tinsel. Did Blake de- 
serve a knighthood? Could the Gov- 
ernment of the day have given 
Dickens, or George Elliot, or Vfeugh 
anything which might begin to 
recognise what they had done? 
Should it even bave tried? 


Now we have the euro, it is time 
to prepare for full political union 


ON THE first of January - actually, 
make that the fourth, as the first 
working day in 1999 - the world will 
wake up to a genuine revolution, 
something without precedent in 
history. It is a common currency, the 
euro, without a common state. 

This has never been tried before. 
Historically, the sequence was 
always reversed Take the 19th 
century. First, Bismarck had to 
pound 25 little Gennanys into the 
Reich in 1871 - with "blood and iron”, 
as he famously put it. Only then did 
a common currency, the mark, 
follow. Ditto Italy in the days of 
Cavour and Garibaldi- first political 
fusion by force, then a common lira 
from Milan to Messina. Or the Unit- 
ed States. The first step was the con- 
stitution in 1787; true monetary 
union came only 126 years later with 
the founding of the Federal Re- 
serve (and with a bloody war of uni- 
fication in between). 

So the Europe of the Eleven feces 
a daunting task On 1 January, the 
Eleven will relinquish a big chunk of 
national sovereignty: the power to 
manipulate tbe quantity and the 
price of money. Nor is this all Under 
the Stability Pact, which is part and 
parcel of European Monetary Union 
(Emu), the Eleven have also given 
away a large chunk of fiscal sover- 
eignty. No longer can they go into 
wanton deficit spending, never mind 
the national debt Electorates bare- 
ly accept such regimen when meted 
out by their own governments. But 
now, they will bave to submit to 
those distant, almost anonymous 
men ensconced in the European 
Central Bank (ECB) in Frankfort 

If they do, the euro is safe. But the 
steady sniping against those ‘Tin- 
accountable” Eurobankers by the 
likes of German finance minister 
Oskar Laftmtaine already tells of the 
troubles to come. “Little Napoleon," 
as his countrymen call him, and his 
leftish brethren who govern 13 of the 



JOSEF JOFFE 

The euro is like putting 
the cart before the horse. 

Either Europe will 
federate or disintegrate 


IS EU countries don’t like the idea 
of an ECB that is virtually the Ger- 
man Bundesbank writ large. They 
want more than just easy money 
They want to grab hold of the Eu- 
robank's independence while it is 
still new and unsure of itsell 

This will be one battle line after 
January 1: politics vs. sound money. 
The other is just as serious. Will all 
those governments who just 
squeaked in under the bar of the 
Maastricht criteria (low debt, deficit 
and interest) stay the course of 
euro -minded virtue? What it say, tbe 
Germans do and tbe Italians don't? 
Unless all of these governments be- 
have as if their were already one, 
conflict among them will put enor- 
mous pressures on the “union’’ . 

Think about Emu as a train 
where all the cars must move at the 
same speed in the same direction at 
an times. Unless they do, the train 
will derail That is tbe greatest test 
faced by a monetary union without 
political union. 

But for now Emu’s prospects look 
much belter than could have been 
expected in March when only very 
few among the Eleven could make 



Unveiling the new conversion rate of franc to euro at a Paris bank yesterday Michael Lipchitz 


the cut without having to massage 
the books. Tto begin with, tbe mon- 
etary tsunami that crashed through 
the East Asian economies did not de- 
rail the Emu train as it moved to- 
ward the 1999 starting line. All 

rvimpncifts ramairW I in tandem an d 
on track. 

Also, popular opinion is no longer 
r unning a gains t the euro as it did in 
key countries, notably Germany, 
since the Maastricht TVeaty was 
signed in 1992. Germans are still not 
happy when contemplating the im- 
pending loss of their precious 
deutschmark. But nowhere in Eu- 
roland did the critics manage to turn 
Emu into a a salient issue, let alone 
a rabble rouser. Because no main- 
stream party has picked up the 
anti-euro flag, people have accept- 
ed the inevitable. Also, fears have 
foiled to galvanise because nothing 
will really change for Herr Schmidt 
and Mine Dupont on January 4. 
They will still carry deutschmarks 
and francs all the way into to Janu- 
ary 1,2002. to the meantime, the euro 
wfll enjoy a feirfy easy trial run. Be- 
cause they are either anticipating a 
“bard" euro or continued political 
turmoil in Washington, the money 
markets are depressing the dollar, 
which strengthens the currencies of 
the Eleven. That should build trust 
in tbe euro and even turn it into a a 
new reserve money rivalling the dol- 
lar. Inside Euroland, Emu will do 
wondrous things for large banks and 
insurance companies. Obviously, if 
all stocks, bonds and policies trad- 
ed between Lisbon and Leipzig are 
denominated in one currency only 
then sheltered national markets 
will collapse, burying previously 
favoured niche players. 

There will be one big playing 
field where Herr Schmidt and Mme 
Dupont can suddenly pick among 
Flat, VW Renault and Seat shares 
whereas in the past they used to cling 
tn their familiar naffong I Parmalat - 


Tbatwffl mate mare effidentcap- 
itai markets and perhaps even jog the 
ElTs lagging growth rates. 

In general, the euro will simply 
add to tbe pressures of tbe global 
market. Giants like Siemens or 
Credit Lyonnais, previously 
favoured by national habits and 
policies, will have to compete in a 
much more transparent market 
That should be good for the con- 
sumer; as it will drive down prices 

This is the upside of the euro. The 
downside is the familiar one. Ybu 
can't really have a common cur- 
rency without a common govern- 
ment At least it has never been 
done before. So the euro is like 
putting the cart before the horse. 
Either Europe will have to federate 
- or It will disintegrate. 


Why so? The modern nation 
state is inextricably tied up with the 
sovereign’s control over the purse. 
Indeed this is how the modern na- 
tion state came about in Britain and 
France in tbe 16th and 17th cen- 
turies - when Henrys and Louis 
grabbed hold of the public finances 
with the help of their Wolseys and 
Colberts. 

Monetary union will wrest this 
critical piece of sovereignty from the 
hands of several states. They can no 
longer manipulate the exchange 
rate to stimulate increase exports. 
Nor will they be able to pump up the 
money supply in order to stimulate 
investments. Under tbe Stability 
Pact they can’t even do the Keyne- 
sian thing: go into heavy deficit 
spending to drive down employ- 


ment This is wfiy tfie euro is a make- 
or-break affair. 

Either the EU's member states 
go all the way and federate in a Unit- 
ed States of Europe, or they Haim 
back what they have relinquished at 
Maastricht in a fit of absent-mind- 
edness: their suzerainty over mon- 
etary and fiscal policy. But this 
strange being spawned by Maas- 
tricht - monetary union witbout po- 
litical union - cannot endure. 

Think about trains where each car 
has its own engine and engineer. 
Either they all act as one, or the 
couplings will break and the train will 
derail. 

The author is the editorial page 
editor of ‘Suddeutsche Zeitung’ 
in Munich 
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Pandora 


ON THIS New Year’s morning, 
looking back at disorderly 1998, all 
its 365 limbs now splayed out in a 
fatally bung-over heap on the 
scruffy sheets of history, the 
temptation is simply to leave it 
there. Shut the door. And throw 
away the key. But, no, tbe 
temptation to take one last glance 
over the year is too great to resist. 
Here are Pandora’s 12 Greatest 
Hits of 1998. 

IT WAS the greatest mystery of 
Princess Diana’s will but it took 
Pandora to question why, with a 
total bequest of £21,711,486, not a 
single pence was earmarked for 
charity? (9 March) 

POOR DERRY Irvine (pictured) 
faced a huge and unforeseen 
personal tax bin for the 
controversial improvements, 
decoration and new furniture that 
were deemed necessary for his 
Lord Chancellor's apartments, 
according to the implications of a 
statement from Treasury Minister 
Dawn Primarolo. (20 March) 

PANDORA WAS first to notice that 
Mohamed A1 Fayed had begun to 
wear a glamorous custom-made 
vrig that replicated the hairdo of 
his former press-spokesman, 
Michael Cole. (27 March) 


LORD CHANCELLOR Irvine 
presented the “Freedom of 
Information Awards*' in the City, 
striking Pandora as a bit rich since 
Derry had required his own 
curtain-weavers to sign the Official 
Secrets Act (9 April) 

THE BRITISH Embassy in 
Washington DC hosted Sinn 
Ffein’s Gerry Adams to lunch but. 
Pandora revealed, had never 
invited any of the officers of the 
(JS branch of the British Labour 
Party to eqjoy its hospitality. (17 
April) Months later, 

Pandora exclusively 
reported that Ambassador 
Sir Christopher Meyer 
and his wife, at the end of 
his first year in office, had 
hosted a splendid gala 
dinner dance to celebrate 
their first wedding 
anniversary - at the 
British taxpayers’ 
expense, (3 November) 

PANDORA WAS first to see 
that the newfy ennobled 
Lord Bragg would be 
forced to resign from his ^ 
job as presenter of Radio Tf 
■Ts Start The Week * 

because of a possible 
political conflict of interest 
(7 July) 


FOLLOWING HIS fall from grace 
in the “Cronygate” scandals. 
Derek Draper’s University of 
Manchester student political 
career - variously described by 
his peers as “criminal”, “out of 
control” and “mad" - was 
recounted by Pandora. (9 July) 

PANDORA DISCOVERED that ballot 
papers for Labour's National 
Executive Committee election 
were numbered, making a “secret 
election" rattier unlikely 
(27 August) 

AT THE height of Pandora's 
widely supported Anti- 
*: Rucksack On The Tube 

Campaign, a reader 
f ^ sent in the shocking 
story of a young 
man who narrowly 
, escaped death 
^ when a luggage 
1 " lout bumped him 
off the platform at 
Leicester Square 
underground 
station, 

(28 August) 

A LETTER from 
Lionel Jospin, 
Prime Minister 
of France, came 
to Pandora’s 



exclusive attention. It seemed the 
French PM had turned down the 
invitation to attend Blair and 
Clinton's “Third Way" seminar in 
New York, finding the whole affair 
absurd. (8 September) 

SNIFFER DOGS were being used 
by British Transport police to 
indiscriminately screen 
commuters, including F*andora, 
at London’s Camden Town tube 
station. This was part of “a new 
general initiative to crack down 
on crime”, later deplored by civil 
libertarians. (10 September) 
Fbrmer Tory Prime Minister Sir 
Edward Heath was not, in fact, a 
fully paid-np member of the 
Conservative Party. (6 October) 
Alter discovering that the Nobel 
authorities in Norway bad 
booked the Irish band The 
Cranberries for a December 
concert. Pandora’s source 
revealed - accurately - that the 
Nobel Peace Prize would be 
shared among several Irish 
peacemakers. (13 October) 

A FENG-SHUI expert RosaJyn 
Dextei; had been invited to inspect 
the inside of 10 Downing Street and 
offer her New Age comments on 
the furnishing arrangements. 
Pandora first disclosed. 

(11 November) 
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BRYAN MACLEAN, guitarist and 
vocalist and songwriter in the cult 
American psychedelic band Love, 
wrote the seminal Sixties classic 
“Alone Again Or" and recorded 
three albums still revered by crit- 
, ics and connoisseurs. Trivia fans 
only realised that the Californian 
mu sic i an had nearly been one of the 
Monkees last August when Chan- 
nel 4 aired fan MacMillan's fmg 
documentary Daydream Believers. 

Bom in Los Angeles in 1947, 
MacLean drifted towards the music 
scene and became a roadie for the 
Byrds. In the mid-Sixties, the tall 
blond musician would hang out at 
Ben Frank’s, a 24-hour diner on Hol- 
lywood’s Sunset Strip. As he recalled 
on television, “Bobby Jameson, a 
friend of mine, told me about the au- 
dition for the Monkees. He said; ‘You 
ought to go down there, you’re what 
they're looking foe You'D make $750 
a week.’ That was an enormous 
amount. But he didn’t tell me that it 
was comedy,” explained MacLean. 
“So I went down there being the hip, 
street-wise guy, gravelling my voice, 
and it was wrong. Thank God it 
was the wrong approach. They got 
the impression 1 was a seriously 
drugged-out guy. " 

In retrospect, MacLean didn't 
dwell too much on his failure to edge 
out Peter fork or Mike Nesmith and 
take part in American television’s 
manufactured answer to the Fab 
Fbun Disparagingly, he daimed: “The 
Monkees were extremely square. 
They just jumped on the bandwagon. 
It had nothing to do with what was 
really going on. It was the Keystone 
Cops of rock. I didn't belong in the 
Monkees or,' if I did, Fm still in de- 
nial about it" He joked somewhat 
nervously; “If I ever find out that I 
belonged in the Monkees, then I will 
probably have a legitimate nervous 
' breakdown," and wait on, “I think that 
I really belonged in something that in- 
volved pioneering music, something 
that wasn’t popular yet My goal for 
my music was always timelessness." 

MacLean more than succeeded 
in this aim with Love, a band who 
rank alongside the Vfetvet Under- 
ground and the Ramones when it 
comes to influencing successive 
generations of musicians (REM, 
House of Love, the Stone Roses). 

Again, MacLean met Arthur Lee 
at Ben Frank’s. The Memphis -born ' 
musician had already cut a single 
with the LAGs before moving on to 
theAmerican Four with the guitarist 
Johnny Echols. The three joined 
forces and, adding the rhythm sec- 
tion of Johnny FJeckenstein and 
Don Co oka (soon replaced by the 
bassist Ken Jbrssi and drummer 
Alban “Snoopy” Pfisterer), became 
Jhe Grass Roots. 

“ Having made their live debut at 

Brave New World in LA in April 1965, 
foe group changed its name to avoid 
confusion with another Grass Roots 
(of “Let’s Live For Today” fame). 


Given the flower-power movement 
emerging on the West Coast, foe five 
musicians opted for Love and at- 
tracted the attention of Jac Holzman 
in early 1966. The entrepreneur had 
already established Elektra Records 
on the East Coast as the natural 
home of the folk scene with artists 
like Judy Collins but he wanted to 
move the label towards the rock un- 
derground. Love’s unique brand of 
folk and demented psychedelia more 
than fitted the bill. “Thirty seconds 
into their version of’HeyJoe’, I knew 
fois was the group I was looking foe" 
claimed Holzman, who would later 
sign the Doors at Lee’s instigation. 

Love became the first rock band 
on Elektra and released a stunning 
version of Burt Bacbarah and Hal 
David’s “My Little Red Book” (from 
What's New Pussycat ?) in April 
1966. Following their appearance on 
American Bandstand, the single 
and ensuing debut album (simply en- 
titled Love) both made the US Top 
60 and the following 45, the frantic 
“Seven and Seven Is”, (fid even bet- 
ter. reaching No 33 in September. 
“Love was what is lovingly referred 
to as an underground, a garage 
band. We had a following but it was 
underground. It wasn't meant to 
appeal to as many people as the 
Monkees’ music was,” reflected 
MacLean, who wrote the lovely 
“Softly To Me" on the first album. 

Wearing ribbons in his hair, the 
more introspective MacLean was 
the ideal foil to Arthur Lee’s frenzied 
genius and Love became darlings erf 
the hippie scene. living in their com- 
munal Los Angeles “Castle” (actu- 
ally a decaying mansion previously 
used as a horror movie set), they re- 
cruited Ijay Cantrelli on flute and 
Michael Stuart on drums while 
“Snoopy" Pfisterer moved to key- 
boards to flesh out the group's rich- 



r We were competing a bit like Lennon and McCartney’: MacLean, right, with Arthur Lee, on his 
right, and Love in the mid-Sixties Michael Ochs Archives / Redfems 


album chart in the UK while “Alone 
Again Or”, the eerie, evanescent 
MacLean composition, entered the 
US Hot 100. Covered by the Damned 
in 1986, “Alone Again Or" proved the 
swansong of the original Love as foe 
idiosyncratic Lee kept playing mind 
games with MacLean. 

During a very strange interview 
in 1992, Lee told me: “We were 
competing a bit like Lennon and Mc- 
Cartney to see who would come up 
with the better song. It was part of 
our charm. Everybody had differe nt 
behaviour patterns. Eventually, the 
others couldn’t cut it” Lee sacked 


T don't think I could cope with even the 
minimal fame I experienced. It was 
difficult to stay balanced. To be honest 
it almost killed me, the notoriety I had f 


er sound on Da Capo, their second 
album (February 1967). MacLean’s 
jazzy “Orange Skies” was the B-side 
of “She Comes in Colours" but nei- 
ther this rHx■“Q^i£Wia’ , could match 
their previous success, especially as 
the group hardly ever toured away 
from their California base. 

Following Pfisterer and Cantrel- 
li’s departure, Love set to work on 
the ambitious Forever Changes, 
their third album issued in Novem- 
ber 1967, just as their cult status was 
reaching British shores. Hailed a 
masterpiece and still naznechecked 
as one of the best-ever albums, fbr- 
ever Changes readied the Top 30 


foe rest of foe band and assumed foe 
Love mantle from mid- 1968. He 
briefly worked wifoJimi Hendrix and 
nearty died of adrug overdose in 1970. 

MacLean also fell from grace. “I 
don’t think I could cope with even the 
minimal amount of fame that I ex- 
perienced. It was difficult to stay bal- 
anced. lb be honest, it almost killed 
me just to have foe notoriety that 1 
had. To have my face more well- 
known would have been pathogen- 
ic. I don’t know if I could have lived 
through it," he later admitted. 

Tve had a lot of experiences that 
would have killed most people; drug 
overdoses, felony arrests. I was in- 


vited to Sharon Tate and Roman 
Polanski’s house foe night that foe 
Mansons showed up. I had a pen- 
chant fra: putting myself 100 per cent 
in whatever I was doing, wrong or 
right. And there are consequences. 
If you have foe greatest drug and 
what you feel is foe most euphoric 
experience and it ends, then you're 
In trouble. You think you're getting 
on to foe train and you're gonna get 
off at foe next stop. But before you 
realise it, you're strapped to the front 
of a runaway train until it crashes. 
And when it crashes, you don't even 
know ifyou Ye gonna come out I just 
simply didn’t have another runaway 
train experience left in me." 

A proposed solo deal fell through 
when Jac Holzman pronounced the 
MacLean demos “too fragmented”. 
MacLean bounced back for a while 
but before completing an album for 
Capitol Records, he quit foe business 
in 1970. Seven years later, his old 
nemesis Arthur Lee tempted him 
out of retirement far a Love tour with 
the future Knack drummer Bruce 
Gary. MacLean enlisted fora further 
Southern California reunion outing 
(immortalised on Rhino’s Love Live 
album) and got religion. 

“I wasn’t doing welL My mother 
had been converted watching Bill 
Graham on television, she was pray- 
ing for me. One night in a hotel room 
in New York, I just prayed, cried out 
to the Lord and said: if you’re real, 
Fm gonna give my life to you because 
Tm afraid Tm gonna destroy myself 
I ended up walking away from foe 
business at that point" confessed 
MacLean, who became a sepul- 
chral presence, not unlike foe Beach 
Boys’ Brian Wilson. 


By the Nineties, the erratic Arthur 
Lee was displaying paranoid ten- 
dencies and symptoms of Parkin- 
son's disease. In 1996, following 
several arrests and convictions, he 
was jailed for 12 years for threat- 
ening behaviour with a firearm. 

Biyan MacLean crawled back 
from the wreckage. His half-sister, 
Maria McKee, made several records 
with Lone Justice, including a song 
by MacLean, “Don’t Toss Us Away", 
in 1985, which three years later be- 
came a Tbp 10 country music hit for 
Patty Loveless. In 1997, the Sun- 
dazed label released IJYbuBelieveln, 
a collection of solo acoustic MacLean 
demos culled from the Sixties, 
Seventies and Eighties. His odd 
quavering vocals remained as com- 
pelling as ever and also came to foe 
fore in his bom- again incarnation. 

“I started making music again 
when I felt comfortable to move back 
into writing without violating my 
stand for Christ," Bryan MacLean 
told Ian MacMillan. “Love grows in 
me when I proclaim all that my Lord 
has done. Fm now writing worship 
music that’s presented in an ethereal 
genre. Celtic, spacy, no guitars. I call 
it spooky Christian music, spooky 
worship music. 

“If a person is a Satanist or a 
Buddhist or a Hindu, thqy will be 
able to listen to this music and not 
be put offby it because it’s the uni- 
versal longing to be in the spirit 
realm that’s being expressed.” 

Pierre Perrone 

Bryan MacLean, guitarist singer 
and songwriter: bom Los Angeles 
25 September 1946; died Los 
Angeles 25 December 1998. 
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SEX IN space was no problem in foe 
fantasy Fifties when science-fiction 
comic strips ware rigidly researched 
in the interplanetary knowledge of 
foe time. Dan Dare, Eagle’s “Pilot 
of foe EUture", was rooted solidly in 
his creation by the Rev Marcus 
Morris as Daniel Dare, Padre of the 
Future. One of Dare's space team. 
Professor Peabody, christened 
Jocelyn Mabel and known as 
“Prof”, may have had a pretty face 
but foe rest of her was covered in 
a spacesuit In American comics 
Buck Rogers zoomed around the 
2lst century with a blonde lady 
called All ura, but legs apart (if you 
pardon foe expression) she too was 
wrapped in head-hugging helmet 
and rocket-powered flying belt It 
took the French, then as now the 
great porno-production country, to 
take foe first pioneering steps into 
sexual space. The cartoonist was 
Jean-Claude Fbrest and his heroine 
was Barbarella. 

Forest created “Barbarella’' as a 
full-page serial strip (and strip is the 
operative word) for the Parisian 
magazine V, back in 1962. On sale in 
London after foe Second World Wan 
this picture paper was a popular buy 
for teenagers, carrying as it fid spicy 
pin-ups, scan tier-clad than their na- 
tive counterparts. These were both 
photographic and drawn, foe latter 
in a style somewhat sexier and live- 
lier than in the En glish magazin es 
of foe day such as Men Only, LiUxput 
and Health and Efficiency. 

The nearest thing in Britain to 
“Barbarella" was Norman Pett’s 
genuinely glamorous “Jane” in the 
Daily Mirror. But Jane never ven- 
tured into outer space. Fb rest's girl 
of tomorrow was truly liberated, 
needin g no cumbersome spacesuit 
to survive in foe vastness of space. 
A pair of droopy pantomime boots 
and an even droopier bikini was 
all she needed to protect herself 
from every spatial hazard from 
meteorites to monstrosities. 

The strip gained huge populari- 
ty and in 1964 foe first set of strips 
was reprinted as a book by the ' 
French publishers Frank Losfeld. 
Two years later Grove Press trans- 
lated an edition for America. Mean- 
while the French authorities, 
anxious that their country would not 
become the world’s publishing cen- 
tre for pornography once again, 
banned it The US edition escaped 



Creator of Barbarella 


censure and Newsweek reviewed 
Forest’s strip thus: 

Cruising among the planets like a 
fpmaia James Bond, Barbarella van- 
quishes evil and rewards. in her own par- 
ticular way, all the handsome men she 
meets in outer space. And whether she 
is tussling with Strikno the sadistic 
hunter; or turning her ray-gun on weird 
gelatinous monsters, she just cannot 
seem to avoid losing part or all of her 
skin-tight spacesuit. 

Forest was born in Le Perreux, 
aParisian suburb, in 1930. At the age 
of 16 he attended foe Ecole des Arts 
et Metiers in Paris, and whilst there 
he adapted Robert Louis Steven- 
son's novel The Black Arrow into a 
strip cartoon. In 1952 he beca m e a 
staff cartoonist for foe weekly boys' 
comic VaHlant, drawing two serial 
strips, “Pour la Honder, set in foe 
prehistoric period, and “Copyright” 
which told foe adventures of a fan- 
tastic animal, in 1955 Fbrest became 
the cover artist for several maga- 
zines, and took over foe drawing for 
two popular strips of American ori- 
gin: “Bicot", the French title for 
“Winnie Winkle ", and “Chariot", the 
continuing cartoon adventures of 
Charlie Chapim. Nineteen fifty-nine 
found him graduating from chil- 
dren’s comics to newspaper strips 
when he joined foe daily FraTice-Sotr. 

In 1962, Fbrest created his classic 
“Barbarella". In style fois is still one 
of foe best-drawn strips in the fan- 
tasy genre, despite the total impos- 
sibility of foe situations. Forest paid 
no attention at all to current scien- 
tific space research. Instead readers 
of V Magazine enjoyed BarbareDa’s 
imaginative circumstances and her 
pleasures of the flesh. 

Barbarella was filmed in 1968 fly 
Roger Va dim, and shot young Jane 
Fbnda to international fame. She 
looked foe perfect living reproduc- 
tion of foe bosomy, leggy lowly, and 
her adventure in a mad professor’s 
orgasmic stimulator marks a hi gh 
point in foe development of sexy cin- 
ema. The film’s look, a brilliant 
transference of strip-cartooning to 
live action, was due to Forest who 
Vadim hired to supervise its design. ' 

Fbrest's cartoon career expand- 
ed enormously after the world- wide 
success of the film. He was made ed- 
itor of a new comics magazine for 
adult readership, Chouchou, for 
which be created another girlie se- 
rial called "Baby Cyanide”. In 1965 
he created an animated cartoon se- 
ries for French television. Again in 
his favourite mixture of science- 
fiction and sexy girls, this featured 
a teenager called Marie Mafo. 

Despite this enterprise Forest’s 
career began to decline, perhaps be- 
cause be concentrated almost sole- 
ly on sex and sci-fi. Maybe real life 
space travel made such wild imag- 
inings less popular with the public. 
However his creation of Barbarella 
. as both cartoon and film ensures him 
a place in the pantheon of the great 
comic strippers of the century. 

denis Gifford 

Jean-Claude Forest cartoonist: 
bom Le Perreux, France 11 Sep- 
tember 1930; married tone son); 
died 30 December 1998. 


policy }•.. •" : 

5VT.s*£j CJ- 

nsur.v.r.;: ; • 
a: er.de:--.' 


s where "" -*■" 
s and lT:— 

r/r . » .. r 





tscr , •. _- 


?!r.ec : r. 
OWI, 

and 

Tiirur? 
oil* firr.i 


iuc ww* 1 - 
lice 

andor^- 
an lube 
’-a new 
rk down 
d by esni 
ben 
ister >>:’ 
in foei. »' s 
the 

tfoberi 

e Nobel 

d 

H? 

iber 

e 

jut the 
be 
sb 
r» 

Jy;i 

reel — u 
its or. 



Roy Powell 



Gentle Goliath 


a “WHO'S WHO" of rugby league 
players, published when he was in 
his prime in 1991, described Roy 
Powell as a “workaholic runner and 
tackier with under-estimated ball- 
playing skills”. They could have gone 
on to say that he was one of foe best- 
liked players of his generation; proof 
that the old sporting cliche, the gen- 
tle giant, really could survive and 
thrive even in so unforgiving a game. 

Powell joined Leeds in 1983, from 
the St John Fisher junior dub in his 
native Dewsbury, and within a cou- 
ple of seasons was a regular mem- 
ber of their pack From the start, his 
trademarks were his work-rate and 
bis tackling- hard, low and scrupu- 
lously fain If he had a failing, it was 


that he never seemed particularly to 
enjoy hurting opponents; he did so, 
of course, but it was not foe object 
of the exercise. A succession of 
coaches tried to put a little more 
“devil” into him, but had to admit, 
like fteter Flax, who relied on him for 
Leeds, Bradford and Yorkshire, that 
it just wasn’t in his nature. 

He prospered despite that, flow- 
ering into an impressive second-row 
forward in a Leeds team that was al- 
most but not quite, good enough to 
win things. With Paul Medley and 
David Heron, he made up a back row 
that was a good balance of running, 
creativity and tackling. Powell was 
foe tackier and there were few bet- 
tec He was first capped for Great 


Britain, as a substitute against 
France, by Maurice Bamford in 
1985, but it was under foe coaching 
of Malcolm Reilly that he became a 
fixture in foe Test team. 

On foe 1988 tour of Australia, he 
was one of foe few British forwards 
to command respect and he shared 
in foe euphoria of beating the 
Aussies for foe first time in 10 years, 
when Great Britain defied all ex- 
pectations to win 26-12 at the 
Sydney Football Stadium. 

In 1990, he was an immsisety pop- 
ular member of the British party that 
first made a full-scale tour of Papua 
New Guinea. As a big black player; 
Powell was an object of fascination 
to foe local fans, who mobbed him 


wherever he went Being regarded 
as almost an honorary fellow coun- 
tryman made it a demanding few 
weeks, but he coped with foe atten- 
tion with his customary cheerful- 
ness. “Physically he was a Goliath," 
said Reilly “I told him to walkabout 
stripped to foe waist to intimidate 
them, but they loved him." 

Powell also figured on the New 
Zealand leg of that tom; as well as 
foe home series against Australia - 
including the victory at Wembley - 
later that same year. He made his 
final Test appearance, again as a 
substitute, against France in 1991. 

A few months latec Peter Fox 
signed him for Bradford Northern for 
£80,000, his departure from Leeds 


causing a storm of protest from their 
supporters. Fox knew what he would 
get from Powell and his efforts 
helped them info the final of the 
Regal Trophy foe following season. 

For foe third time in that com- 
petition, Powell was on foe losing 
side; indeed, foe Yorkshire Cup with 


yean That was when, following a stint 
with Fteafoersfone, he helped Batiey 

- without a trophy for over 40 years 

- to wm foe inaugural lrans- Pennine 
Cup. He caused great concern in the 
final against Oldham when he was 
unconscious for 20 minutes. 

This winter, Powell was on foe 
move again, following his great 


friend Deryck Fox, with whom he 
played at St John Fisher; Bradford, 
Feathers tone and Batiey, as well as 
for Great Britain, to Rochdale, where, 
at the age of 33, he was going to help 
with foe coaching as well as play. 

It was whilst walking across a fidd 
to start a training session that he col- 


Dave Hadfield 

Roy Colin Powell, rugby league 
player, bom Dewsbury, West York- 
shire 30 April 1965; married ( one 
son, one daughter ); died Rochdale 
27 December 1998. 


Leeds in 1988-89 remained his only lapsed and died, a piece of news 
domestic honour until earlier this that will have ruined Christmases 

wherever anyone knew Roy Powell, 
as a player or as a person. 
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BIRTHS 


CKTTCHLOW: On U December 
1998, at hoowLlde HiD, 

Sarah and Julian, a son, Robert 

James, a brother for Daniel and 

Megan. 




ES” return oa Monday 4 Janu- 
the LAW REPORT / CASE 

aABIES on Monday lUannary 


FORTHCOMING 

Marriages 


Mr V.R. Golding 
and Miss V E. Heller 
The engagement is 
announced between Vincent, 
elder son of Mr and Mrs E. 
Golding, of Canterbury, and 
Vivienne, elder daughter of 
Mr G. Heller; of Winchester; 
and Mrs S. Heller; of 
Southampton. 

Mr ML J. Tomlinson 
and Miss F. V. Mynors 

The engagement is 
announced between Michael, 


elder son of Dr Howard and 
Dr Heather Tomlinson, of 
Harley Court, Hereford, and 
Frances, second daughter of 
Sir Richard and Lady 
Mynors, of Treago, St 
Weonards, Herefordshire. 


BIRTHDAYS 

Dr Jack Birks, former 

managing director Of BR 

79; Mr Alister Campbell, 
rugby player; 39; Lord 
Cotayn, dental surgeon 
and jazz trumpeter; 57; 
Mss Valentina Cortese, 
actress, 75; Mrs Christine 


Crawley, MEI? 49; Mr 
Richard Gibson, actor, 44; 
Lord Kingsland QC, 
former MER 57; Baroness 
Lloyd of Highbury, 
paediatrician, 71; Sir 
Albert McQoarrie, former 
MR 80; Miss Zena Marshall, 
actress, 72; Dr James 
Merriman, former 
Chairman, National 
Computing Centre, 84; Mr 
James Moorhouse, MER 
75; Col Patrick Porteous 
VC, 81; Mr Lawrence 
Rowe, cricketer 50; Mr 
J. D. Salinger, writer; 

80; Lord Swansea, 

marksman, 74. 


ANNIVERSARIES 

Births: Lorenzo de Medici, 
statesman, 1449; Maria 
Edgeworth, novelist, 1767; 
Arthur Hugh Clough, poet, 
1819; Sir James George 
Frazer, anthropologist, 1854; 
Edward Morgan Forster; nov- 
elist, 1879; Joe Orton (John 
Kingsley Orton), playwright, 
1933. Deaths: Johann Christ- 
ian Bach, compose:; 1782; Sir 
Edwin Landseer Lutyens, 
architect 1944; Maurice 
Chevalier; entertainer. 1972; 
Lord David Cedi, writer, 

1986; Lafayette Ronald Hub* 
bard (L. Ron Hubbard), pre- 


pounder of Scientology, 1986. 
On this day: foe importation 
of slaves into the US was for- 
bidden, 1808; Britain pro- 
daimed sovereignty over the 
Falkland Islands, 1833; Lon- 
don was divided into 10 
postal districts, 1858; Queen 
Victoria was proclaimed 
Empress of India, 1877; the 
first postal orders were 
issued in Great Britain, 1881; 
In Britain, people of 70 and 
over became eligible for old 
age pensions, 1909; Labour 
exchanges came into opera- 
tion, 1910; the British Board 
of Film Censors was given 
powers to operate, 1913; foe 


Soviet Union was estab- 
lished, 1923; British railways 
were nationalised, 1948; the 
European Economic Com- 
munity came into being, 
1958; Great Britain, foe Irish 
Republic and Denmark 
joined foe EEC, 1973. Today 
is New Year's Day and the 
Feast Day of St Alma chius 
or Ttelemachus, St Clarusi 
St Concordius of Spoleto, St 
Eugendus or Oyend, St 
Euphrosyne, St Felix of 
Bourges, St Mgentius of 
Ruspe, St Mochua or 
Cuan, St Odilo, St Peter of 
Atroa and St William of 
Saint Benign us. 


Announcements for 
Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS 
(Births, Adoptions, Mar- 
riages. Deaths, Memorial 
services, Wfedding anniver- 
saries. In memoriam) are 
charged at £6.50 a line 
(VAT extra). OTHER 
Gazette announcements 
are charged at £10 a line, 
VAT extra. 


CHANGING OF THE GUARD 

The Household Cavalry Mounted 
.Regiment mounts the Queen’s Life 
Guard at Horse'Guards. 11 am. 


Fast Gazette announcements to the Gazette Editor, The Independent, telephone 01 71-293 2012 or fax to 01 71-293 2010. Please give a daytime telephone number. 
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Pub closed? Try the minicab office 


ONE OF the marvellous things 
about alcohol is that it lands you 
in the strangest circumstances, 
which you accept as perfectly 
normal at the time. Until the 
next morning, when you think, 
“How did we end up in a bowling 
alley with that horse?" 

This is why New dear's Eve is 
often less debauched than its 
image. The drinking is planned, 
expected and excused. For most 
of us, our most memorable 
session probably took place on a 
date that we can't remember, 
lasting 14 hours and ending on a 
nigh thus with someone who 
claimed to be a professional 
wrestler, after we'd popped 
out in the afternoon for 
a cauliflower. 

The festive Leicester Square 
party which I was going to write 
about began to disintegrate at 
about half past two, until there 
were a dozen of us left It’s the 
crackpot licensing law which 
make it so hard to leave a bar 
that’s still serving after 11. You 
pathetically beg for a last drink 
from a dismissive landlord, who 
carries on emptying his till with 
the nonchalant cruelty of a 
medieval judge ignoring a 
peasant's plea to not be burned 


at the stake. You consider the 
people who aren't lucky enough 
to be in a place that's still 
serving and, using the same 
logic as mothers who tell their 
children to eat their carrots 
because there are starving 
people in the world, you decide 
that to not have another would 
be immoral. 

Suddenly, you look around and 
the bustling crowd has gone. In 
its place are a handful of people 
collecting coats, and a 
beleaguered barman stacking 
glasses. It was at this point, 
dispersing onto the street at last 
week's party, that someone said, 
“Does anyone fancy a pint?” 

What a magnificent thing to 
say when you've been drinking 
for the last six hours; worthy of 
the line in The Hustler when, 
after 24 hours of consecutive 
pool Paul Newman says to 
Minnesota Eats. “Let's play 
some pooL” 

This is the point at which 
sessions turn. While in every 
other area of life I discount 
anything mystic, with drinking 
this point revolves entirely 
around fate. Once, on a crowded 
train, I realised I was squashed 
next to an old friend, who 


insisted I join him for a drink. We 
stopped after three pints but, as 
we were leaving, bumped into 
my friend's next-door neighbour 
who was returning a stepladder 
he'd borrowed from the barman. 
And he insisted that we both join 
him fora drink. I have no idea 
what, but something that night 
was guiding us to a paralytic 
stupor and there was no point in 
fighting it Let's see Carol 
Vorderman explain 

And last week, at 3am, we 
stumbled into a minicab office, 
slurringiy asking whether they 
knew anywhere that was still 
open. “Why, yes,” answered the 
cab controller; “you could come 
inhere." 

So we each paid four pounds, 
and walked up some rickety 
wooden stairs into a room that 
stank of damp and was p itch 
black, except for the flickering 
multicoloured rays springing 
from the fruit machine in the 
corner Any sober person passing 
through the door would have 
concluded that they’d been 
kidnapped by the Hezbollah, and 
that they were destined to spend 
the next seven years chained to 
the fruit machine (though 
Terry Waite wasn't asked to pay 


Mark Steel 



On 

location 


four quid first). But we were 
already drunk so, spotting a 
barely visible Rastafarian 
who was dancing despite there 
being no music, seeing Hwg of 
Hofmeister at three quid each, 
weall thought, “What a result!", 
and congratulated ourselves. 

None of us, or the other 15 or 
so already there, thought it at all 
strange that this place existed 
above a minicab office. What 
would have had to happen for us 
to think something was odd? 
Somebody releasing a flock of 
canaries, perhaps? Mel Gibson 


uni-cycling? And who were these 
people sat cosily in a dark 
comes as if it were their local? 
Maybe they’d been there for 
hundreds of years, having sold 
their soul in the Middle Ages, 
destined to drink one tin of 
Hofmeister every hour in the 
dark for all eternity. 

It seems so unlikely as the 
indecipherable chatter bounces 
past, that, normal life can be 
carrying on. Right now, as you're 
fumbling for the money to buy a 
tin for a bloke who reckons he 
knows Peter O’Toole, people are 
sleeping and snoring and 
dreaming, unaware that a few 
miles away there’s a rickety 
staircase which leads, Narnia- 
like, to another world. It seems 
quite plausible that upon 
leaving, you'll wish someone a 
happy new year; and they’ll reply 
“But it’s August 5th, and the 
yearis203&” 

These thoughts occur because 
4am drunk is very different from 
11pm drunk. The stage of foiling 
over and demanding more chnu 
sauce is replaced by a misty 
haze of contemplation. By this 
time, with great application and 
patience, odd tasks can be 
accomplished. I rememb er 


studying the eager flashing 
lights which were frenetically 
demanding an urgent decision 
about which blurred and slowly 
rocking grapes or cherries I 
should nudge. Instead of 
mindlessly thwacking a button at 
random, like an llpm drunk. I 
carefully surveyed the terrain as 
if it was a crucial move in a game 
of chess, eventually securing a 
line of grapes and £1.60 for a £31 
stake. Tve taken this place to 
the cleaners,” I thought. 

Another aspect of being 4am 
drunk in a bizarre venue, is the 
smug satisfaction at having 
stayed the distance. As we raised 
the Hofmeister deliberately and 
proudly to our bps, everyone in 
that room felt a bond, as if we'd 
canoed together up the Amazon. 

Who knows what internal 
dock finally lifts you from the 
broken chair and propels you 
home. But at some time around 
five I gave up, wondering when 
this place actually shut And i£ 
when it happens, the barman 
shouts, “Come along now 
please, it’s 20 to seven, get it 
down you." While customers 
groan, “Can’t we have one last 
one for the road?” 

So I climbed into a minicab 


ordered from the HezboUah 
room, with a fellow drinker Td 
never met before who was 
mumbling “Feck&anT at the 
driver. “Whereabouts in 
p eckhara ?" the driver asked, l 

don’t know," said my compamon. 
“You're the bloody cab driver. 
Don’t you know?" 

But maybe the place has a 
future. All it would take is a 

visiting celebrity or two to 
stumble in there, and they’d 
probably imagine it was the most 
happening gig in London. Within 
a year there'd be a chain of chic 
minicab-theme nightclubs across 
America called FOBs, owned by 
Sylvester Stallone. Stars like 
Cher would walk in and scream, 
“Oh that lighting, that sort of 

can't-see-buggerall effect is 

simp ly to die for." Club 
managers would scour London 
for authentic rickety stairs. 
Hofmeister would be sold in 
frosty glass bottles with a slice of 
tomato in the top for eight quid 
each, and the Unique Selling 
Point would be that you never 
actually got the drink. Instead, 
whenever you asked for it the 
waiter would say "All right mate, 
calm down, be with you in about 
another five minutes." 
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Stars And Planets: January 


BROTHER CADFAEL might 
be the best person to assist 
astronomers perplexed by 
the "mystery of the missing 
medieval supernova”. It 
seems that an exploding 
star of the 13th century 
should have been as 
brilliant as the full moon - 
yet no one reported 
seeing it 

The first dues to this 
andent event came late in 
1998, when the Rosat 
orbiting observatory picked 
up an unexpected source of 
natural X-rays in the 
constellation Vela. This hot 
bubble of gas looked like 
the remains of a supernova 
(an exploding star). 
Astronomers already knew 
hundreds of these 
“supernova remnants”, so 
the new discovery at first 
looked like just one more 
for the list 

But this supernova 
remnant known only by the 
catalogue number J0852Q- 
462, proved to be rather 
unusuaL First it was so 
small and hot that the 
explosion must have taken 
place veiy recently fo 
astronomical terms, where 
most things to to*- milli ons of 
years to happen. Secondly, 
Berad Aschenbach, of 
Germany’s Max Planck 
Institute for 

Extraterrestrial Physics, 
has found that this 
supernova remnant lies 
comparatively near the 
Sun, only a few hundred 
light years away (right on 
our doorstep, in a galaxy 
which is 100,000 light years 
across). 

When a supernova 
explodes, it shines more 
brilliantly than 500 million 
suns, and for several 
weeks. Aschenbach and his 
colleagues calculate that 
the supernova that blew the 
hot bubble J08520-462 
should have appeared in 
the century AD 12 00- 1300, 
and it would have shone as 



might put all its energy into 
flying shrapnel, instead of a 
brilliant fireball Or it might 
have been a different kind 
of explosion altogether: 
Perhaps a neutron star was 
engulfed by a neighbouring 
black hole: the energy- 
packed contents of the 
neutron star erupted into 
space, but little light 
escaped before the star's 
remains were swallowed up 
by the black hole. 

So for; no definitive 
answer has emerged But, 
one way or the other; the 
silence of medieval records 
is pointing us towards new 
discoveries at the cutting 
edge of astronomy. 


though Brother Cadfoel's 
colleagues in a Swiss 
monastery did record a 
dimmer supernova in the 
year AD1006. Even more 
telling, Chinese 
astronomers of the time 
scrutinised the sky every 
night for astrological 
portents. They reported 
half a dozen supernovae, 
none anywhere as bright as 
the full moon. As well as the 
supernova of 1006, the 
Chinese saw exploding 
stars in 1054, 1181, 1572 and 
1604. The remains of all 
these supernovae have 
been identified and none of 
them was responsible for 
the remnant J08520-462. 

We can certainly 
conclude there was no star 
as bright as the foil moon in 
the 13th century. Paul 
Murdin, of the British 
National Space Centre, 
says these negative 


sightings are clues as 
valuable as Sherlock 
Holmes’s “dog that didn’t 
bark in the night" They 
prove that a star can 
explode without a brilliant 
display of light 

Most supemovae are 
stars at the end of their 
lifetime. As the core at the 
very centre collapses, the 
outer parts of the star 
detonate and blast out into 
space. A few supernovae 
are something different a 
small stan called a white 
dwarf, that blows apart like 
a massive cosmic 
nuclear bomb. Both are 
brilliant sights. 

Murdin suggests the 
explosion that gave rise to 
J08520-462 must have been 
different Perhaps it was 
the explosion of a star even 
smaller than a white dwarf, 
of a type known as a 
neutron star. A neutron star 
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WHAFS UP: There are two 
full moons this month. 
Strictly speaking, a month 
is the period the moon 
takes to wax and wane - 
the word itself derives from 
“moonth”. But the interval 
between full moons is 29.5 
days, so a calendar month 
can occasionally contain 
two full moons: the last one 
was July 1996. 

In the first week of the 
New Year, look out for the 
Quadrantid meteors, which 
reach a mavimiiTn on the 
night of 3-4 January. These 
shooting stars spread out 
from a point near the tail of 
the Great Bear (Ursa 
Major;. The meteor shower 
is named after the 
constellation of Quadrans 
Muralis (the mural 
quadrant - an archaic 
astronomical instrument 
which has long since been 
abandoned). 

Jupiter and Saturn are 
well risible in the evening 
sky, over to the south-west 
Jupiter is brighter than any 
of the stars, while Saturn - 
to its left - is dimmer and 
distinctly yellow. 

Around midnight, 
reddish Mars rises in the 
east At the moment, it's no 
more brilliant than many 
stars, but is getting 
brighter as Earth and Mars 
head for closest approach 
in ApriL Towards the end of 
January, you may spot the 
most brilliant planet of all, 
Venus, low in the west 
after sunset. 

Heather Couper and 
Nigel henbest 
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The chilling knock 
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The avalanche deaths this week stirred painful memories of a 
father and brother lost in similar tragedies. By Nicola Barry 


Ife- ... 


THE WAITING is the worst 
Hearing of a climbing accident 
on the news, knowing a relative 
is out there. The terrible feat; 
the eternal waiting, the late 
nightknock onthe door, the un- 
controllable panic. 

I have heard that knock 
twice in my life. The first time 
was when my father died in the 
hills. The second when my 
brother; Richard, was hilled in 
an avalanche -almost identical 
to the one this week. 

I was with a Mend when I 
heard four young climbers 
from Kent had been killed in an 
avalanche on Aonach Moi; near 
Ben Nevis, and three had sur- 
vived, buried under a few feet 
of snow fbr 16 hours. 

I was embarrassed when 
my tears started to flow. My 
tragedies happened almost 20 
years ago. I feel I should be 
over them by now. But I found 
myself falling into old habits: 
listening to how far the sur- 
vivors had fallen; wondering 
how they had managed to cheat 
death when so many others 
had perished. I thought of the 
Come Of The Soldier, a valley 
at the top of Cairn Toul in the 
Cairngorms, where a small 
cairn has been fashioned out of 
weatherbeaten stones, put 
there in memory of my father 
Dr Claude Barry. 

In July 1979 he set out to 
tackle Cairn Toul with three 
friends. Always dismissive of 
Munro-baggers, he referred 
scornfully to their efforts as 
‘‘bargain basement Munros”, 

meaning those who drive up the 
first 2,000ft and onfy walk the re- 
mainder: Cairn Toul, he reck- 
oned, was “the real thing": 
over 4,000ft and accessible only 
through prolonged physical ef- 
fort 

The group reached the sum- 
mit and had started to come 
down when one climber noticed 
my father was missing. (He had 
a heart condition and the climb 
had proved too taxing.) 

The friend told me after- 
wards he had called out: 
“Where's Claude?” then, min- 
utes later, he heard a shout “I 
ran back," he said. “I sudden- 
ly saw Claude seated somewhat 
oddly on a rock at the top. his 
head thrown back and one eye 
open. He was dead. I tried 
hrart massage, but at that tem- 
perature a person chills very 
quickly. 1 suppose 1 knew then 
there was no hope. We put his 
body into a bivvy bag with a 
label on it indicating we had 
gone for help." 

That was at lunchtime. I 
remember the cold, uncom- 
fortable feeling I had when the 
mountain referred to on the 
news that evening was the one 
my father had been on. They 
said the climber wouldn’t be 
named until relatives had been 



Richard Barry (main photo) carried on climbing 
mountains despite the death oFhis father, Claude 


informed and this can take 
hours. The group have to get to 
a phone. That done, they have 
to decide their best course of 
action and each give an account 
to the police of what happened. 

Still - it is so hard to take in 
when it’s your door the police 
come to. “It's Dr Barry," they 
said. “He's been found on Cairn 
TouL He's dead." After the po- 
lice came the journalists and 
their in terminable questions. 

I have always liked climbers. 
They are adventurous, pas- 
sionate people, rarely irre- 
sponsible, not normally the 
type to climb Ben Nevis in 
gym shoes. They know moun- 
taineering is a balancing act be- 
tween risk and caution, 
between courage and daring 
and they know their survival 
depends on striking the 
right balance. 

Lightning never strikes 
twice they say. But there were 
two dimbers in my family - and 
it did. The second was Richard, 


a brother I idolised - who was 
a year older then me, also a doc- 
tor. After we lost our father I 
asked him whether he would 
stop climbing. He smiled and 
said: “It won’t happen to me." 

I had only ever seen 
avalanches on television. I 
knew they involved a vast 
amount of snow - the sort that 
smashes heads against rocks 
and pins bodies relentlessly to 
cliff surfaces. I had also see n on 
television the commotion 
which follows one: police dogs 
hopefully picking up a lost 
climber's scent on the wind, the 
helicopter rescue men risking 
their lives in fiendish condi- 
tions, rotor blades roaring, 
stretchers, blankets and body- 
bags. But the horror when it 
comes is far worse than any 
fleeting media image. 

I will never forget is Feb- 
ruary 1982. It was. always will 
be, the blackest day of my life. 
I had such a strange feeling the 
night before. I knew my brother 


hadn't returned to his flat A 
friend who phoned tried to pari- 
ty me. “He’s probably stopped 
for a meal... honestly, the 
chances are one in a million.” 

Next morning the moun- 
tains hit the headlines - in a big 
way, just like this week. Four 
climbers dead - three on Ben 
Nevis - a fourth body found in * 

a come in Glencoe, a death 
caused by an avalanche on Am 
Bodach. No names until rela- 
tives had been informed. It 
sounded so very pat. 

The fourth body was my 
brother's, yet the police car out- 
side my house was the last 
thing I expected. I hope I never 
again have to experience 
the utter anguish which 
descended the minute I opened 
the door. That life-altering 
heart -stopping moment, I 
heard the mother of one of the 
young climbers killed this week 
put it so well: “You just know 
what they’ve come about." 

Two policemen uttering 
those same words, all the more 
eerie a second time around: 

“It’s Dr Barry - he’s had 
an accident" 

It was the only time in ray life 
I have lost control. T was aware 
of myself screaming but it was 
35 this horror were happen- 
ing to somebody else. The po- . 
uce had not even said what was w 

wrong, but one of them shut the 
door while the other took me by ; I 
the arm and told me Richard MTl ' 
™ d When they said he ''UK 
had fallen to his death 400ft 
dovwi an icy rockface, I was glad 
of the comfort of their presence. 

. .7*}* J our nalists came out in 
foil force this time. Seven of 
them arrived in taxis. Father 
and son two doctors, both 
oyrng m the Scottish mountains 
-a great story! No words can 
intrusion 

and at such a desolate momenL 
After a mountain death the 
fenuty are so cut off from the 

nerve centre. All they can do is 

f u what have hap- 
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Welcome to a gripping tale about three wise men who’ve got Britain’s panto industry all sewn up. By Meg Carter 


Y ou may not know the 
names, but Jon Con- 
way, Paul Elliott and 
Nick Thomas are the 
kings of panto. Oh yes 
they are! This tri- 
umvirate wields the power to send 
Sonia to Aberdeen and the Grum- 
bleweeds to Wolverhampton. They 
pan make a Gladiator's Christmas. 
They sustain m an y a flagging TV ca- 
reen And with a wave of their wand 
they produce around 30 of the coun- 
try's 100 top pantomimes each year. 

They joined forces to launch 
E&B/AMG Pantomimes 10 years 
ago, having spent the previous 
decade competing for the best 
venues and talent Since then, they 
have doubled their share of the 
panto business and secured marry 
of the “top” names for their shows. 
This year’s line up includes Lesley 
Joseph's Fairy BowbeUs at Not- 
tingham; Melinda Messenger's Ctn- 
derella at Swansea; Lionel Blair 


Ii 3 “ •'• 
3UT. '.r. • - 

sir ■? •••- 
Sut: iiT>* 
TV 

if?K- 
tfsi’ -i 

U'j 

Ti &7V*- 
ItG-r- 


IT -Hi. - 

" 3 * r>’.- 
•y\ 


David Essex, and Postman Pat (ap- 
pearing simultaneously in Belfast 
and Lewisham;. 

It's a curious business with the 
traditions of men dressed as dames, 
leggy actresses playing principal 
boys, and “he’s behind you" versus 
the sports personalities, soap stars 
and Tbp 40 songs. But with millions 
of potential ticket sales and box of- 
fice already up seven per cent this 
year; pantomime is big business, and 
managing it is a year-round affair. 

Wbrk begins each December, a 
year ahead, Elliott explains. At this 
point the horse-trading begins as 
theatre managers haggle over which 
production goes where with what 
star, while stars attempt to bag their 
favourite venue. Inevitably, lots of 
celebrities want to stay near London, 
so venues within the M25 are easi- 
est to cast Where they actually end 
up comes down to where they were 
last yean who their co-stars will be 
and who has the greatest clout 


“It’s like a huge jigsaw.” he says. 
“We start out each year with plan 
A; fcy the time we reach plan P we’ve 
usually cracked it” Local tastes 
must be catered for “Boy Hudd is 
wonderful in Plymouth but I don’t 
think he'd work so well in Birm- 
ingham where people want some- 
thing more in your face, like Brian 
Conley.” Cannon and Ball go down 
weD up North, apparently. And the 
chances of seeing Lionel Blair in 
Belfast are slim. 

Talent is selected to fulfil key au- 
dience expectations. “The enduring 
popularity of panto comes down to 
parents’ confidence there’s some- 
thing in it for everyone,” Thomas 
says. “Like all good Christmas pud- 
dings there’s a set recipe: some- 
thing fluffy for the kids, a comedian 
for the adults, 'legs’ for the dads and 
old soap stars for the oldies.” In 
other words: someone to laugh at, 
someone to fancy and someone 
you'd forgotten - hence the pres- 


ence of Robin Askwith in Darling- 
ton, Brian Cant in Basingstoke and 
a Nolan in Torquay. 

“It’s about reassuring audi- 
ences,” he adds An(L of course, rais- 
ing a show's profile. Male soap stars 
are amongst the biggest draws this 
Christmas. Tickets are selling fast 
for Des Barnes from Coronation 
Street. And although Tiffany's acci- 
dent is keeping last year’s panto suc- 
cess story- Grant from EastEnders 
- in Albert Square this Christmas, 
Nick Cotton and Dirty Den are 
doing great business. 

Audience tastes, however, are 
volatile. While surviving members of 
TV’s Crossroads cast and weather- 
man Ian McCaskill still command 
rapturous applause, interest in Glad- 
iators, weather girls and Neighbours 
is on the wane. Second-guessing 
who the punters will like takes more 
than picking off current TV 
favourites, Thomas insists: “There’s 
a big difference between what the 


public wants and what TV executives 
think they want Bobby Da vro. forex- 
ample, is extremely popular with live 
audiences throughout the UK” 

E&B/AMG owns 30 different sets 
of equipment and more than 20,000 
costumes, and part of the trick is 
sorting out which goes where. This 
year they’re producing seven Cin- 
dereUas, five Peter Pans, three Al- 
addins, three Jack & the 
Beanstalks, two Snow? Whites , two 
Robin Hoods, two Dick Whitting- 
tons and one each at Beauty oiid the 
Beast Goldilocks, Robinson Crusoe 
and The Wizard qfOz. Only two pro- 
ductions are brand new - costing 
£250,000 each - all the rest have been 
“refurbished”. 

“Peter Pan, Snow White and The 
Wizard of Oz are the core ‘book* 
shows - we rarely change them who- 
ever is in them,” says Conway. But 
all are re-written each year to add 
topical twists. And with other shows, 
like Cinderella and Snow White , 


scripts are tailored to cater specif- 
ically for the personalities involved: 
“You might have Nora Batty as the 
fairy godmother - very different to 
Barbara Windsor.” 

They stick with these stories 
because audiences love them, 
Thomas insists, pointing to his at- 
tempt atitobmson Crusoe in Outer 
Space which came unstuck when it 
coincided with the cinema release 
of ET. “It was a financial flop," he 
confides. “The experience dis- 
suaded me from trying anything so 
radical again." A strong central 
storyline is key, he adds: “limp sto- 
ries stringing together a few turns 
is not what audiences want” 

Recruiting and deploying the L500 
or so artistes, performers and back- 
stage people takes a campaign 
planned with military precision. After 
the big name acts are secured, 
comes the search for supporting 
players. Talent scouts trawl local 
dance schools for tap-dancing tots. 


And the race begins to sign up the 
best professional dwarves who, de- 
spite periodic attempts by the polit- 
ically correct to ban them, remain an 
enduring part oS panto, and command 
up to £1.000 a week. 

Corny definitely. Passe, perhaps. 
But panto is thriving, the threesome 
claim. “It's a truly interactive enter- 
tainment in a way TV still struggles 
to be," says Conway. “And it’s the 
kind of entertainment broadcasters 
just aren’t interested in putting on 
telly any more. London TV execu- 
tives believe it’s too rarefied But 
people love it" 

Around five million of us will see 
a panto this Christmas - that’s one 
in ten of the population. Thomas 
adds: “Fbr many people it will be 
their only trip to the theatre this year, 
fbr many kids it will be their first. 

“This is not art it's entertain- 
ment for the unwashed It’s panto. 
And it's panto that keeps many local 
theatres alive.” 


Dark Ages brought to light I Ideas, ideals and ideologies 


A RECENT best-selling account 
of the medieval mind written 
primarily to introduce North 
American readers to the en- 
lightening force of the Euro- 
pean Renaissance, repeats a 
stubborn prejudice against 
those composers working at 
the time of Leonardo and 
Michelangelo. “Music, still lost 
in the blurry mists of the Dark 
Ages, was a Renaissance lag- 
gard; the motets, psalms and 

Masses heard each Sabbath .. . 

fall dissonantiy on the ears of 
those familiar with the soaring 

orchestral works which would 
captivate Europe in the cen- 
turies ahead, a reminder that 
in some respects one age will 
forever remain inscrutable to 
others.” The view of popular 
history is clearly not reflected 
in the tastes of a near-capari- 
fy audience at St John’s, Smim 
Square, there to hear a short, 
but exquisite programme of 
works long since retrieved 
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TALLIS SCHOLARS 
VOCAL ENSEMBLE 
CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

ST JOHN’S SMITH SOUARE 
LONDON 

from obscurity and presented 
unashamedly by the Tallis 
Scholars as timeless master- 
pieces. 

Peter Phillips, who estab- 
lished his vocal ensemble in 
Oxford in the early 1970s, has 
done more than any other per- 
former to cut through the in- 
scrutability of late medieval 
sacred music. He employs 
singers who have the tech- 
nique and confident self-belief 
necessaiy to deliver appar- 
ently endless polyphonic lines 
without the safety wire of vi- 
brato, their corporate intona- 
tion and blend as close to 
perfection as anything pro- 


duced by an earthly chain The 
TalBs Scholars’ approach has 
drawn criticism from those, 
myself included, who find un- 
relenting tonal purity and the 
avoidance of openly passionate 
singing often at odds with as- 
pects of the music itself. But 
there is a persuasive beauty in 
their work that captivates new- 
comers to early vocal music 
while setting aside purist ar- 
guments about matters of pitch 
or word-painting. It is precise- 
ly this pristine quality whether 
on disc or in concert, that has 
helped narrow the perceived 
gap between “Dark Age disso- 
nances” and more recent mu- 
sical glories. 

Thomas Tallis almost cer- 
tainly crafted one of his most 
sublime works, the “Christ- 
mas Mass" Puer natus eat 
Nobis, during the turbulent 
reign of Maiy Tudor. It provid- 
ed the substance in the first half 
of the Tallis Scholars' concert, 


prefaced by a flowing tenor 
voice account of the chant of 
the same name and crafted to 
highlight the music's austere 
beauty. The tiniest moment of 
false production ora misplaced 
consonant here registered like 
a pop on a scratched record, 
one of the penalties of such dis- 
ciplined singing but a magnif- 
icent guarantee of total 
concentration and a particular 
boon in the floated soprano de- 
livery of the Benedictus. 

The second half was given 
over to Marian music, with 
two works by continental com- 
posers framed by pieces from 
the insular pre-Reformation 
English tradition. Those in 
search of spiritual solace were 
well provided fbr here, espe- 
cially so with Victoria’s eight- 
part “Ave Maria” and the 
incredibly ornate, richly 
sonorous Salve Regina setting 
by William Cornysh. 

ANDREW STEWART 


Saturday’s Weekend Review 



Magnus Mills joins 'The Independent’ 

Die Booker and Whitbread Prize shortlisted author begins 
his new radio column on tomorrow's Arts page 


IDEOLOGIES OF one sort or 
another dominated last Mon- 
day night’s all-Richard Strauss 
Barbican concert by John 
Boyden’s New Queen’s Hall 
Orchestra, under Wyn Morris. 
First, there was the Orches- 
tra’s nut-brown texture, facili- 
tated by gut - or “wire- wound 
gut" - strings and turn-of-the- 
centuiy brass and woodwind 
instruments. The general idea, 
as has often been stated, is to 
present a palatable - and au- 
thentic - alternative to the 
louden harsher and less flexi- 
ble profile paraded by most 
modem-instrument orches- 
tras. The choice of Wyn Morris 
as Principal Conductor seems 
to me ideal given Morris’s ob- 
vious sympathy for interpre- 
tative “times past" and his 
penchant for broadly paced 
though inwardly emotive 
musical statements. In Death 
and TmnsfiguTQtian, Morris 
coaxed some glowing string 
lines for the closing transfigu- 
ration section, though I would 
have welcomed even more of 
the portamento (expressive 
sliding from one note to the 
next) that has on other occa- 
sions proved such an attractive 
aspect of the Orchestra's play- 
ing style. Earlier on in the 
piece, Morris's obvious good in- 
tentions were thwarted by im- 
precise orchestral execution, 
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RICHARD STRAUSS 

NEW QUEENS HALL 
ORCHESTRA 

BARBICAN, LONDON 

suspect wind tuning and a 
frumpish orchestral profile 
that suggests a fairly urgent 
need for extra rehearsal time. 

The finest orchestral items 
featured soprano Claire Rutter 
(replacing Margaret Price) in 
four songs Op 27 and the cele- 
brated £bur Last Songs of 1 948. 
Indeed, it would be difficult to 
imagine a more haunting 
account of the post-Wagnerian 
orchestral preface to Rohe, 
meine Seek. Morgen enjoyed 
some delirious solo violin work 
from concert-master Robert 
Gibbs and a trance-like pro- 
jection of the text from Rutter; 
especially the line “Mute, we 
shall look into each other’s 
eyes," while the ethereally 
trifling winds that hover 
around the closing pages at “Im 
Abendrot” brought the con- 
cert to an atmospheric close. 

The other ideological" slaflt 
concerned the longest piece in 
the programme. Strauss’s 
elegiac Metamorphosen for 23 
solo strings. Earlier in the 
evening, in a controversial but 
fascinating pre-concert lec- 



Wyn Morris: a penchant for broadly paced statements 


tore, Matthew Boyden (John's 
son) conjectured how this most 
profound of Strauss's works 
might be seen, in some 
respects, as a memorial to the 
doomed Fuhrer. Boyden’s 
claims that Strauss was pro- 
National Socialist, and that his 
"collaboration” was prompted 
more by ideology than material 
interest, will not have pleased 
everyone. Morris directed an 
intensely voiced reading of the 
score, and while certain inner 
parts were ill-defined, much of 
the solo playing was extraor- 
dinarily expressive. The 
orchestral layout had violins to 
the left, violas centre-stage 


and cellos and basses on the 
right, and the plan worked 
well Metamorphosen can, on 
occasion, sound like an 
extended whinge, but here its 
contrapuntal workings and 
contemplative mood were ef- 
fectively realised. The concert 
had opened with the adorable 
Capriccio sextet list also 
opens Strauss's Iasi opes a, and 
that too confi the la isical 

good -rose, oi w-.rthy 
enterpr.se - rnuug': it 

comes to tJii orchestral exe- 
cution, ai? extra spot of 
cleaning and tightening would 
not come amiss. 

rob cowan 
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MUSIC 

The road to nowhere 

Britain’s live music scene isn't what it used to be. Why? Bands don’t serve their time on stage like they 
used to. A government task force is reporting on the problem next week. But is it too late? By Alex Webb 



A rguably, The Beat- 
les are to blame: 
they usually are. 
The Beatles were 
the first group in 
the histoiy of pop- 
ular music to elect not to play live. 
By doing so, they freed themselves 
to use the recording studio as an- 
other instrument and make the 
audacious musical statements of 
Revolver and Sgt Pepper, but 
they also broke the organic, per- 
forming link with the audience and 
established a new hierarchy of 
artistic priorities. In this sense, the 
Spice Girls - who didn't gig until 
they had had a number one hit - 
are their direct heirs. 

Yet the Beatles' expertise was 
built on live work, on gruelling 
nights in Hamburg and the long 
tours of the early Sadies. “Our best 
work was never recorded,” 
Lennon told AoSfop Stone in 1970, 
“in Liverpool Hamburg and other 
dance halls what we generated 
was fantastic. .. there was nobody 
to touch us in Britain.” 

Where will today's young 
bands get that kind of experi- 
ence? After a shaky year for the 
music business, it is timely that 
the Music Industry Fbrum - a 
panel of the great and the good 
that includes Simply Red’s Mick 
Hucknall and Dennis Scard, the 
general secretary of the Musi- 
cians’ Union - examine the 
neglected roots of the industry. 
Jive music. 

~ Whai, in May last yean the Cre- 
ation boss Alan McGee said the 
music industry was “on Us arse 
and dying”, his apocalyptic pre- 
dictions could be refitted by 
steady sales stats. But hear any 
group of music executives in pri- 
vate and the concerns are real: 
over the longevity of acts, the stan- 
dards of songwriting, the appar- 
ent inability of most 
contemporary groups to produce 
“catalogue”, ie the long-selling 
works that recoup record com- 
pany advances. Could the poor 
state of the live circuit explain 
some of these Mures? 

Andrew Roachford, whose 
eponymous group has built its fol- 
lowing on extensive gigging, puts 
it like this: *Ybu can practise and 
practise and practise but you 
have to go and actually be in a 
committed situation in order to 
perfect your craft" Ian Croal has 
promoted for more than 20 years 
at Manchester's Band on the Walk 
“It’s difficult to prove, but Tm sure 
it affects how people play. Every 
musician knows there's nothing 
like the real thing, and if the best 
musicia n s are not getting oppor- 
tunities to perform, the highest 
quality levels are going to drop.” 



The Beatles nearing the end of their truncated live career at the Hollywood Bow! 


Until very recently the rigours 
of the road were part of almost 
every musician' s apprenticeship, 
where technique and stagecraft 
were learnt and new ideas test- 
ed to destruction. Notwith- 
standing the crucial role of 
recordings, the history of 20th- 
century popular music is a his- 
tory of gigs and venues - the 
Cotton Chib, Million’s Playhouse, 
Birdland, the Grand Ole Opry. the 


Cavern, the Roundhouse, the 
Fillmore East CBGBs, the 100 
Club, Eric’s and so on. And, like- 
wise, a history of those unsung 
risk-takers, the promoters. 

One problem for promoters 
today is simply that there are so 
znaqy other entertainments avail- 
able. Peter Whitehead of The 
Band Register is a long-time 
watcher of the scene. “What has 
changed from the Sixties, Sev- 


enties and Eighties is that there 
are fewer people going to live 
music.” he says. “The figures 
just are not working so well and 
that is down to factors such as 
computer games and dance 
music." Add some high-profile 
ranprfintinns during last sum- 
mer’s festival season and pro- 
moting looks like a loser's bet 
It’s hard to escape the con- 
clusion that there’s something 


Redfems 


fundamentally wrong with the 
economics of live music. At the 
top end - big halls and stadium 
gig s - touring now relies heavily 
on sponsorship or record com- 
pany support And at the other 
end, things are no better “I now 
dread the idea of getting a band 
together to go out on the road,” 
admits Ashley Slater, leader of 
funk/dance act Freakpower “I 
know that tracking down gigs is 


Keeping it live in 1999 


Tim Parsons, director, IHCP 
I want to see new technology 
working in our favour. The 
promoter has gone further 
and further down the food 
chain: with new digital 
technology we have a chance 
to wrest some of the initiative 
back. An ISDN line changes a 
venue into a broadcast studio. 


Ian Croal, director, 

Band on the Wall 

All promotion of music below 
a certain level is a kind of 
charitable activity, and the 
removal of VAT from tickets 
would be a great thing. Paying 
17.5 per cent less would also • 
mean you could do away with 
a lot of subsidy schemes. 


Dennis Scard, general 
secretary, Musicians’ Union 
There’s got to be reform of the 
Public Entertainment 
licences. If there are more 
than two performers you need 
a licence. If you don’t have two 
musicians, you're allowed to 
have enough disco equipment 
to set off a cruise missile. 


Ashley Slater, leader, 
Freakpower 

Right now, Tm seriously 
thinking of going out on 
the road all on my own as 
the Freakpower Sound 
System, and DJlng and 
then just taking my trombone 
and some dub plates to 
play over. 


gning to be a nightmare. Below 
the level of record company sup- 
port it’s very dfficuK. After a cou- 
ple of years on the road we were 
still getting £400 or £500 a gig. I 
like having a band - 1 was bom 
to do it - but I catf t afford it" 

One culprit is the “pay-to- 
play” culture, in which bands 
desperate for exposure play for 
nothing- or actuaSypay- in the 
hope of attracting the capricious 
attentions of the AAR communi- 
ty “W? did a survey of listings for 
one month in Manchester" re- 
ports Croal “and we found about 
200 gigs. Ninety nine of these 
were indie or pop showcases, 
where if it’s not pay-to-play it’s 
pretty dose to it And the dream 
of having loads of A&R men wait- 
ing around to sign you seems to 
be a bit of a myth.” 

Remedies have been attempt- 
ed. Recently the Musicians’ Union 
launched “Gig-right UK” to help 
identity and encourage good 
venues. “It’s about venues with 
fair polities, no pay-to-play, a de- 
cent properaccounting. There 
are about 25 at the moment,” 
says Dennis Scard. “We are also 
trying to get some funding for 
flipm, to establish a circuit. ” 

But well-meaning interven- 
tions in live music promotion 

can Kpt nany hp damag in g if mis- 
judged Tim Parsons, director of 
the promotion organisation MCI? 
notes: “ Millions are brin g spent 
on budding new facilities which 
don’t serve contemporary music 
at aO well There are major ac- 
countancy companies preying on 
municipal authorities, putting to? 
gether business plans which 
make no sense whatsoever - and 
getting lottery grants on that 
basis, creating municipal white 
elephants.” Clearly the need is for 
support and subsidy which do not 
damage the fragile ecology of the 
live scene - which suggests that 
effective remedies win be local 
and incremental and use exist- 
ing promoters’ expertise. 

Live music is something that 
many support in the abstract, fike 
eating broccoli or paying taxes. 
The Department of Culture, 
Media and Sport has already reg- 
istered one major political suc- 
cess on behalf of the music 
industry - creating a package far 
musicians as part of the Gov- 
ernment's New Deal How com- 
plimentary it would be if on 11 
January the submissions of Mick 
Hucknall et ol resulted in some 
im- provement in conditions for 
the promoters and musicians 
who feed the industry with talent 
-and what an effective refute bon 
of the charge of industry short- 
termism that would be. 
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finally kissed goodbye to the old rock 

classics. The only two chestnuts in the 
Top 20 are John Lennon’s “ Imagine * 
and Queen’s a Bohemian Rhapsody ” . 
The old guard have been deposed by 
artiste such as The Verve, Massive 
Attack and REM 



The Old Guard 

They grew long hair for your sort 
Kids. Pah! What do you know? 

In a flared be-denimed heaven 
Does age begin to show 
As She puts on Cat Stevens 
And He puts on The Who? 
They can't stand all the new stuff 
They go with Radio 2 
And it's all got far too frantic 
Since the beat went up a gear 
They remember buying Stairway 
But do not sbed a tear 

Salute the new Top Hundred 
Goodbye to the old guard 
Who cares what Radio 1 says 
They’ve always tried too hart? 
One stop behind the fashions 
And strictly anodyne 
We eschewed it in the old days 
Fbr Radio Caroline 
And songs we took as anthems 
Which our parents called a noise 
Gave export figures vigour 
And knighthoods to the boys 
Remastered but redundant 
Our album tracks and singles 
The cris-de-coeur of mopbeads 
Are advertising jingles 

We rejoin them on the dancefloor 
At an age when we should slow down 
For a heart-attack watusi 
At some tragic Sixties hoedown 
The thing about pop classics is 
They won’t bear carbon-dating 
Give it two decades my dears 
Your cardigans are waiting. 



Sitting pretty after all these years 

In a parallel universe. The Pretty Things are bigger than the Stones. But the (not quite so famous) band isn’t bitter. By Pierre Perrone 


“IF YOU look at anybody’s life story, 
it’s littered with car crashes and dis- 
asters. People say: aren’t you pissed 
off that you didn’t get to number one? 
Trtith is, if we'd got it all in the first 
five years, either we'd be dead from 
drugs or we wouldn't have anything 
left to prove," says Pretty Things vo- 
calist PhD May. 

We're backstage at the Philip- 
shalle in Dusseldorf before the hand 
record a Rockpalast Christmas Spe- 
cial for German TV. A capacity 
crowd will watch performances by 
Ezio, Heather Nova and Van Mor- 
rison, who is headlining and made 
sure his old pals The Pretty Things 
were on the bQL 

“1 see Van quite a bit” explains 


May. “Whenever he’s in London, we 
go out for a drink. And he’s helping 
us totally out of friendship and, I 
think, respect,” he adds while strum- 
ming Arthur Alexander’s “You Bet- 
ter Move On". Catching my eye in the 
dressing room mirror the ringer 
Bashes a smile. We both know The 
Rolling Stones recorded this song 
and that, but for the vagaries of fate. 
The Pretty Things may have been 
the ones trying to beat the British 
taxman this year. 

“Tax problems or not, Keith 
Richards would be playing in a pub 
because that’s what he is: a musi- 
cian,” says May in his defence. Dick 
Taylor walks in and gives us a 
quizzical look. In 1962, the guitarist 


nearly ended up joining the Stones 
ahead of Bill Wyman but opted to go 
to The Royal College of Art instead. 

Busted by the drug-squad, beat- 
en up by bouncers, banned by air- 
lines before it became fashionable, 
The Pretty Things were definitive 
Sixties contenders, always in the 
right place, often at the right time 
but never quite making it 

Haring scored a couple of hits 
with the sweaty: primal garage- 
sound of “Don’t Bring Me Down” art 
"Honey I Need", they should then 
have joined the Brflish invasion of 
the States. Instead, inept managers 
kept then going up and down tbe Ml 
and the autobahns. 

In 1968, The Pretty Things found 


themselves “incarcerated at Abbey 
Road with 600 screaming kids out- 
side. The Beatles were there of 
course and Pink Flpyd were record- 
fog too. Everybody met in tbe can- 
teen, shared spliffe. The Beatles 
listened to the playbacks and gave 
you a thumbs-up or a smile. It was 
quite a flashback actually to play 
there again,” he says, reflecting on 
The Pretty Things’ first complete 
performance of S F. Sorrow at Abbey 
Road, 30 years on, last September. 

With the help of a few heavy 
friends like Arthur Brown and Pink 
Floyd guitarist Dave Gflmow; the in- 
ternet broadcast went swimmingly 
well and bas just been released on 
a CD entitled Resurrection. “We’re 


not claiming a place in histoiy," says 
May. “SjF Sorrow is a bit of a cult, 
the kind of album everybody said 
they bought at the time. If they had. 
it would have been number one.” 

Even in a truncated fiveeong ver- 
sion as in Dusseldorf- with the psy- 
chedelic sweep of “Balloon Burning” 
the centrepiece - the seminal work 
lives up to its reputation as missing 
link and mythical defining moment 
in popular music. 

“It's an undisputed fact that SS. 
Sorrow is the first rock opera," 
says May “the first concept album. 
Unfortunately, EMI eventually re- 
leased SJ? Sorrow in the States a 
year after tbe UK and six months 
after Tommy (The Who’s epochal 


concept work]. We got slaughtered 
by the press!” Taylor and Waller quit 
in disgust but, with the backing of 
Led Zeppelin’s Swansong label the 
Pretty Things soldiered on and even 
managed their first US tour in 1973. 
David Bowie covered “Rosatyo” and 
“Don't Bring Me Down" on Pin-Ups 
while the boisterous rock of the 
SSk Torpedo and Savage Eye al- 
bums prefigured punk. 

The classic SE Sorrow line-up 
eventually reunited three years ago. 
Through the dogged dedication of 
manager Mark St John, the group 
had regained control of its entire cat- 
alogue. “Polygram and EMI never 
paid us aqy royalties and gave us our 
masters back,” says May. “The whole 


thing bas been pretty well docu- 
mented. We realty set a precedent." 

The band may swagger on stage 
like Reservoir Dogs heavies but 
they’re not bitter. “Unrepentant 
sums it up pretty well. We’ve had 
some brilliant times. Rock and roll 
is significa n t but pales in compari- 
son with real life. Musicians getting 
ripped off is minor compared with 
getting blown to pieces by car 
bombs,” stresses May. “The great 
thing about being where The Pret- 
ty Things are, almost at the end of 
our career, is that any gig could be 
the last one. It gives us an edge!" 

The new aBfGm^Rhge Before Beau- 
ty, is released in February 
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Electronica veterans 


move with the times 

of the stadium-sized event. 


WHEN NEW Order were put on 
hold some six years a gn they 
were showing all of riaggip 
signs of rock’n’roll battle fa- 
tigue. Reading their interviews 
at the tune you could be for- 
given for thinking that, had 
the foursome spent any more 
time together in the same 
room, they were liable to turn 
the backs tabb ing into full 
frontal murder: Tension ran 
high and the end was. it 
seemed. Inevitable. Yet the 
Mancunians have o nce agate 
come together for two dance 


events named after one of the 
band’s best know singles 
“Te m pt a tion". But why regroup 
at all? Well there is tbe obvious 
financial incentive - a chance 
to recoup some of that cash lost 
on such infamous follies as 
Tbe Hacienda and that sleeve 
for “Blue Monday" which cost 
more to produce than they 
were actually making. 

Sitting in a hotel bar before 
tbe gig , however; their singer 
Bernard Sumner suggests that 
this reunion is “simply for tbe 
fun of it". However with his con- 


Live 

NEW ORDER 

MANCHESTER ARENA 

stantty ringing mobile phone - 
old mates after wads of tickets 
- and the management im- 
posed lam curfew it’s hard to 
understand how any of this 
can be considered fun. 

TWo hours later though and 
Sumner is hopping round the 
huge stage like a lager boy on 
a Spanish holiday having a 
laugh in the face of the bands 


own tragic histoiy the suicide 
of singer Ian Curtis back in 
their Joy Division days having 
dogged the band ever since. A 
fact made even more poignant 
by the reworkmgs of old Joy Di- 
vision numbers. “Heart and 
Soul” is turned inside out with 
a series of jittering junglist 
rhythms while “Love Will Tfear 
Us Apart” is utterly trans- 
formed into an anthemic cel- 
ebration. Sumner following 
each verse with a huge whoop 
and fist punching the ate Both 
songs suggesting what this 


reunion is realty about; the ex- 
orcism of old ghosts. In 
reinterpreting the past into 
the sound of their present. 
New Order are finally able to 
move forward. 

From “Ceremony” to “True 
fhith”, and from “Blue Mon- 
day" to “Bizarre Love Trian- 
gle", each track is decon- 
structed to its electronic bones 
and then rebuilt around a new 
modeL One which owes as 
much to alternative rock as it 
does add bouse, but with an 
ear for the boombastie needs 


The comeback gig is often 
like a TV soap. Each time an old 
character returns to the 
Square we cheer a little. Se- 
cretly however we’d all hoped 
for a final, tragic departure. 
With this gig New Order could 
have finafiy done a Tiffany and 
departed in blaze of gory. How- 
ever with such a wealth of new 
ideas on display it seems New 
Order are more likety to get 
back on the bus than end up 
under its wheels. 

Martin James 
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I t was. as usual, George 
Bernard Shaw who put it 
most trenchantly; “For my 
part. I expected nothing from 
any English composer- But 
when I heard the Variations , 
1 sat up and sai± ‘Whew!’ 1 knew we 
had got it at last " 2n other words, 
tough luck on Stanford, P&rry and Co, 
who had been toiling away nbbly for 
years to redeem this country from its 
not entirely deserved reputation of 
the land without music, liieir efforts 
had been sideswiped at a stroke by 
a little-known, self-taught genius 
fro m the provinces. 

Though not so little known as ail 
that In his early 40s, Edward Elgar 
could take some satisfaction from the 
success of his choral works around 
^he festival circuit of Birmingham, 
'•Leeds and the Three Choirs. But he 
had yet to achieve a major orchestral 
break in London. Meanwhile, it irked 
him that he still had to make up much 
of his income teaching the violin to 
young ladies around Malvern - but it 
was at the end of just such a weari- 
some day between 20 and 24 October 
1898 that deliverance was to come. 

Elgar often later recalled how he 
had arrived home tired and begun 
doodling abstractedly at the piano, 
when his wife suddenly asked him to 
repeat a phrase she found striking 


and how. to amuse her; he had then 
improvised on the phrase to suggest 
the mannerisms of their various 
friends. The idea of a kind of musical 
portrait gallery rapidly took shape, 
and by the 20 February 1899, Elgar 
had completed his Variations for 
Orchestra on an Original Theme 
(Enigma), Op 36. First performed in 
London on 19 June 1899 under the 
great Richter - friend and in- 
terpreter of Wagner Bruckner and 
Brahms - the work was more or less 
immediately recognised as a defining 
masterpiece. Definitive of what? WeH 
for a start, of a singularly amaptex mu- 
sical - and not only musical - per- 
sonality What is one to make of a 
composer behind whose almost every 
note echoes of other composers are 
to be detected, yet who never sounds 
other than himself; whose style, while 
it is drawn almost entirely from such 
Continental masters as Schumann, 
Wagner; Brahms and Dvorak, yet 
seems so qumtessentially English; 
and whose technical mastery was so 
deeply dependent on the extra-mu- 
sical concerns of his daily life? 

Given his Schumannesque love of 
musical puns and cyphers, for instan- 
ce, it seems possible that what set him 
off on that fateful October evening was 
fiddling around with the rhythm of his 
own name, which fits the first four 


notes of the original theme - so pro- 
ducing the coded self-reference he 
duly labelled Enigma. Or was he dis- 
consolately fingering the intervals of 
the phrase “never, never; never” in 
Rule Britannia, which has been plau- 
sibly suggested as the solution to the 
claim in Elgar’s programme note: 
“Through and over the whole set, an- 
other and larger theme ‘goes', but is 
not played” - the work, after all, pic- 
tures an emblematic cross-section of 
British society- Similar musical allu- 

There’s some strain 
about those later, 
great works, as Elgar 
strives for invention 

sions and extra-musical references 
are to be found in all the ensuing vari- 
ations - from the echo of the slow 
movement of Beethoven’s Pathetique 
Sonata at the beginning of Nimrod to 
the evocation of the then Hereford or- 
ganist George Sinclair’s bulldog, Dan, 
tumbling into the River Wye - yet as 
the critic of The Athenaeum wrote 
after the first performance: “As ab- 
stract music they folly satisfy" 

But what evidently most impress- 
ed listeners from the start was not 


just the “national” scope of Elgar's 
musical imagery nor the “European” 
scope of his style - which, in fact, he 
shared with Parry and Stanford - or 
even the professionalism and virtu- 
osity of his orchestral scoring, though 
this was new in British music, but the 
complete authority of his utterance. 
In the upbeat year to a new century, 
a major master had suddenly de- 
clared himself, transforming the pos- 
sibilities of the tradition from which 
he had come with a single, talismanic 
masterpiece. And while subsequent 
generations of British composers - 
Vaughan Williams and Holst Walton 
and Constant Lambert, Tippett and 
Britten - were to pursue very differ- 
ent artistic agendas, all sooner or 
later came to revere the composer of 
the Enigma Variations as the start 
of it all Nor was the work’s signifi- 
cance only local. From St Petersburg 
in 1904, where it delighted Glazunov 
and Rimsky- Korsakov, to New York 
in 1910, when it was conducted by 
Mahler; it served notice on musicians 
and audiences t h at Brit i sh music was 
once again to be taken seriously, 
and it has held its place in the inter- 
national repertoire ever since. 

Yet not least of the work’s fasci- 
nations is its uniqueness in Elgar's 
output Before 1899, his efforts had 
been mainly confined to what the mar- 


ket wanted - lyrical salon pieces and 
choral cantatas, for which he already 
showed a characteristic talent Over 
the next two decades, by contrast he 
was to tackle the forms of oratorio, 
symphony and concerto on the most 
elaborate scale, pushing his innova- 
tions in structure, harmony and or- 
chestration to far more sophisticated 
ends than anything in the Variations. 
Yet it’s possible to feel about those 
later great works a certain strain as 
Elgar strives to knit the disparate pat- 
ches of invention that he habitually 
worked with into seamless continu- 
ities - whereas theme and variation 
form had offered him the possibility 
of building up a large-scale structure 
by a balance of contrasts without the 
need for seamless links. Indeed, with 
the arguable exception of the gran- 
diose final passage, which Elgar was 
persuaded to extend after the first 
performance, one is tempted to hail 
the Enigma Variations - in its unfor- 
ced synthesis of public and private 
manner, of small-scale form and 
large-scale design, of invention and 
pacing, colour and expression - as 
well nigh note-perfect That the insip- 
ientfy fevered and fisaparous cultural 
world of 1899 could throw up a work 
of such wholeness was already some- 
thing of a miracle. A century on. any- 
thing remotely like it is inconceivable. 


Let’s hear it 
for Monsieur 
Poulenc! 


ANEWyear time for a new look 
at the chronically underrated 
composer whose centenary 
falls this week. Frauds Poulenc 
may have a big fan dub in 
Japan, but in the West he is 
looked at askance, while his 
own country remains impervi- 
ous to his music's acidulated 
charm. Since fashionabHUy was 
in his view an artistic calamity, 
he would doubtless be proud of 
his standing in France today. 

Poulenc died 36 years ago, 
but he is still fondly remem- 
bered. Leo Rothschild, chair- 
man of the Royal College of 
Music, recalls a shy man 
playing to a student audience 
whose brutish interruptions 
he endured without complaint. 
The record-producer, Paul 
Myers, who knew him in the 
Fifties, recalls the impression 
he gave of a man who had 
survived into an alien age. 
“One sensed a sadness, which 
in his music is always set aside 
with a sudden laugh or a joke." 
It was at Myers's instigation 
that Pascal Roge began record- 
ing the complete cycle of 
Poulenc’s piano works, whose 
final volume has just been re- 
leased by Decca. 

Roge - now the world leader 
in pianistic Poulenckery - 
embraced his vocation at an 
early age. “It happened when 
I was six. My mother, who was 
an organist, was practising 
Poulenc's organ concerto, and 
I quite simply fell in love with 
it, with the magic of its 
harmonies. I turned the pages 
for her, and pulled the stops, 
and even tried to play bits of it 
myself When Poulenc heard 
her play it on the radio, he sent 
her a very nice letter I never 
met him, though I wanted to.” 
There was then a gap of many 
years, because at the Paris 
Conservatoire - where Roge 
went to study - people seldom 
breathed the name of Poulenc. 
“He was not considered an im- 
portant composer for students 
to learn - and he still isn’t now. 
But I kept that early memory 
and Mien, in my twenties, I 
started to build my own reper- 
toire, I decided to look into his 
music. Then I discovered its 
riches. With some composers 
you can have an instant 
physical rapport without 
knowing why That is what I had 
with Poulenc.” 

Roge concedes that he was 
not an innovator in the normal 
sense of the word. “But you only 
need to hear two bars to know 
it is him, which is the mark of 
a great composer. He has his 
own language: he uses the 
harmonies which everyone else 
uses, but he does so like nobody 
else. Structure with Poulenc is 
not important; what counts is 
the colour; the style, the sound. 

“It is a matter of expres- 
siveness without sentimental- 
ity. What he wanted was 
emotional restraint, a kind of 
modesty - though not the 
impersonality of a machine." 
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Wb all embody paradoxes, 
but Poulenc did so more than 
most, in life as in art His pen- 
chant for guardsmen and 
chauffeurs did not preclude his 
siring a daughter to whom he 
remained close. The funeral 
tribute by his friends Benjamin 
Britten and Peter Pears dwelt 
on the depression which lurked 
behind the witty facade. As our 
critic Bayao Northcott has 
pointed out Poulenc's musical 
hallmark was a conceptual 
toughness which led him to ex- 
pand the traditional notions of 
“the work” to breaking point 
His instinctive astringency led 
him to despise his own most 
popular piano pieces, and even 
to hurl a completed string 
quartet down the drain. 

Next Thursday, the soprano 
EaficHy Lott will be one of those 
taking part in an anniversary 
concert at the Wigmore Hall: 
Poulenc’s lyric muse was as 
inexhaustible as Schubert's, 
and his chansons and melodies 
are this century's best answer 
to the Viennese master And for 
those who can’t get to the 
concert there is another option 
in the form of Lott's Dec ca 
recording on which Roge is 
the accompanist Lott’s delicate 
expressiveness feels infinitely 
more authentic than Jessye 
Norman's soupy ponderous- 
ness in EMI's four-box set 

But that set is still a 
treasure-trove. Everything is 
there, often in wonderfully his- 
toric performances. The com- 
poser himself whirls through 
bis two-piano concerto with 
his original partner the bari- 
tone Pierre Bernac, with whom 
Poulenc toured for decades, 
delivers foe songs composed for 
him; Peter Ustinov narrates for 
the Babar suite; and Poulenc’s 
muse Denise Duval splendidly 
incarnates the protagonist of La 
Voir Humaine. As Flaubert 
identified with his heroine 
(“Madame Bovary, c’est moi"), 
so Poulenc identified with this 
doomed character, who ad- 
dresses her telephone in a 
dramatic monologue of unre- 
quited love. F\ill of delights, 
these boxes amply support 
Poulenc’s cautious self-justifi- 
cation: “I think there’s room for 
new music which doesn’t mind 
using other people's chords. 
Wasn’t that the case with 
Mozart-Schubert?” Quite so. 


ON THE AIR 

Robert maycock 


IF SUMMER is the 
broadcasting silly season, 
Christinas is just weird 
Music doesn't escape the 
flood of desperate efforts to 
look original. This year’s 
BBC2 offerings were big on 
grand British companies 
pretending to be demotic, a 
ploy about as believable as 
Marie Antoinette offering 
you a slice of cake. 

Welsh National Opera led 
the way with what was 
flagged as a soap-style 
PDppea, starting Tuesday 
and r unning through until 
tomorrow in a prime early- 
evening slot 

It is a tested idea. The 
BBC had some success a 
few years ago when they 
presented. The Vampire in 
daily episodes, and this 
version of David Alden’s 
stage production had the 
co nfidenc e to present the 
work straight, sung in 
Italian \gith subtitles, and 
performed in a theatre. The 
racy story took some mildly 
spicy treatment in a 
straightforward and mainly 
contemporary way, and 
Monteverdi’s arching lines 
were eloquently sung. 

Mixed messages there 
still were, and they came 
from the packaging- Short, 
awkward resumes started 
with the line “Previously on 
Popped”. What is this “on"? 
Whoever said “previously 


on EastEnders”? Just when 
you were getting used to 
the austere musical and 
acting style, the show ended 
and you had to remember 
the time for the next day. 
Whs it meant to be an opera 
relay or an attempt at good 
television? If the latter you 
had to wonder at the slow 
pace and the dramatic and 
visual tameness. The best 
of the real soaps have a 
speed and energy that 
opera has never tried to 
match. In which case, there 
is onfy the singing to make 
Poppea special. So why 
pretend otherwise? 

Since audiences don’t 
like sugared pills, the real 
purpose of the disguise 
must have been to convince 
the TV-managing classes 
that they are not just 
indul ging their own 
expensive tastes but doing 
something worthy for the 
masses. A further whiff of 
double standards came 
from the alarming amount 
of smoking that went on. 

It’s OK if it’s art, 
apparently. 

Nobody else gets 

Ecdeston^^^S^^S 


Bir mingham Royal 
Ballet’s crazy idea was 
Nutcracker Sweeties 
(Christmas Day), a half- 
hour of nostalgia for an 
imaginary, camp America of 
the Fifties, choreographed 
by David Bintley. Spoken 
links here. Voice of 
Americastyle, were 
supposed to be on a car 
radio. If that wasn’t arch 
enough, the ballet itself took 
Duke Ellington’s big-band 
version, or rather 
appropriation, of the 
Tchaikovsky score and had 
it danced to by a flagrantly 
white company prancing 
around in the usual 
European way. Culture 
shock twice over Hie stage 
performers were top- 
quality in their own terms 
at least, though best of all 
was the unseen, 15-piece 
“Echoes of Ellington” band. 

Then there was Simon 
Rattle^ pictured (Moving 
On, Sunday 27) explaining 
yet again how to reconcile a 
conductor’s ego-tripping 
with a semblance of 
a* orchestral democracy. 

Charm, that’s how; 
jgfe- A same as a popular 
aB fefo politician, really. 

Funny how the 
profession 

SSPllB talks about 
him as 

'■'jm® though he 

were still 


the whizz kid of 20 years 
ago who would unlock the 
secrets of music to all our 
children, while before our 
eyes he has grown into an 
international heavyweight. 
He can still put It across 
passionately to his own 
generation, but they have 
all grown up with him. A 
man for the converted, 
these days. 

Radio 3’s seasonal folly 
has been a glut of whimsical 
series. Novelists have been 
writing about their favourite 
moments in music; Natalie 
Wbeen (welcome back) has 
made us guess whose 
music room she is reporting 
on: Leonard Slatkin is 
airing his personal form of 
musical outreach. The most 
intriguing has been The 
Harmonic Series, Adrian 
Jack’s laconic 10 -minute 
essays about chords. As 
neat as a crib-sheet and as 
suggestive as a Victorian 
painting, they manage to be 
both didactic and highly 
personal at the same time. 
But I am in two minds 
about what they are 
actually there for. They 
show beautifully why 
disconnected pieces can 
sound mysteriously alike. 
"Vfet does anybody listen who 
doesn’t already know? I 
think I will just settle for 

calling t hfl rn pnfprfainmpn l 

of rare sophistication. 
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LET'S GET READY TO 
RUMBLE 


LEWIS V HOLYFIELD 

Madison Square Gdns, New York 
Saturday 13* March, 1999 
Packages for 2 or 3 nights from £649.00 
including scheduled flights, ail taxes 
transfers and flight ticket 

IRELAND V ENGLAND 

Dublin 

Saturday 6 th March 1999 
Two nights from £559.00 
Including scheduled flights, all taxes 
transfers and flight ticket 
Sports Mondial pic 

CALL NOW ON 


01403 246 645 
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flU'i 355 5555 


Publishers 


NEW AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR WORK 
ALL SUBJECTS CONSIDERS) 
Redon, non-fiction, biography, 
retfgwus, poetry, children. 
AUTHORS WORLDWIDE INVITED 
WRITE OR SEND YOUR 
MANUSCRIPT TO: 

MINERVA PRESS 

2 Old Brampton Rd, 
LONDON SW7 3DQ 
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New Films 


THE ACID HOUSE (18) 

Director Paul McGuigan 
Starring: Stephen McCoie. Ewen Bremner 
A trio of interrelated shorts culled from the 
stories of Irvine Welsh, which are played out 
in the down-and-dirty landscape of inner-city 
Edinburgh. Director Paul McGuigan turns The 
Add House into a triumph, adapting his style well 
to the' shifting landscape of Welsh's tales. West 
End: Cate Noting MU, Odeon Camden Torn, 
Plaza. Ritzy Cinema, Virgin Fulham Road, 
Virgin Haymarket, Warner Village West End 

STAR TREKs INSURRECTION (FG> 

Director Jonathan Rakes 
Starring: Patrick Stewart 
In the latest instalment in the sci-fi series, Patrick 
Stewart's do-gooding captain tangles with F 
Murray Abraham, who's hatched a scheme to 
take ova: an Eden-like planet of perpetual youth. 
Insurrection takes no risks with the Star Trek 
format; it navel-gazes for a while, gives floorspace 
to the regulars and idles its way along to the 
climax. West End: ABC Baker Street ABC 
Tottenham Court Road. Elephant & Castle 
Coronet, Empire Leicester Square, Hammer- 
smith Virgin, Odeon Camden Town, Odeon 
Kensington, Odeon Mottle Arch. Odeon Svriss 
Cottage, Ritzy Cinema, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin 
Fulham Road, Virgin Trocadero 

SITCOM (18) 

Director: Frangois Ozon 
Starring: Evelyns Dandry. Frangois Marthouret 
A scattergun satire on middle-class mores, which 
takes abundant pleasure in dismantling a 
standard nuclear family (mere, pere.fUs etfille >. 
The result is sharp, funny and savage one 
moment, over-heated and indulgent the next 
West End: Barbican Screen, Clapham Picture 
House. Curzon Soho, Virgin Chelsea 

Xan Brooks 

General 

Release 


THE APPLE (SIB) (PG) 

Seventeen-year-old Samirah Makhmalbaf's 
precocious debut stages a true-life recreation of 
the fortunes erf Iran’s Naderi sisters. West End: 
Metro, Renoir 

BABE: PIG IN THE CITY (U) 

The follow-up to Babe tosses the hapless “sheep 
pig" into the midst of the city where he becomes 
the unlikely saviour of a bunch of assorted waits. 
West End: Odeon Camden Town. Odeon 
Kensington. Odeon Swiss Cottage, Plaza, UCI 
Whiteleys. Virgin Trocadero 

ENEMY OF THE STATE (15) 

Will Smith's foil-guy DA teams up with Gene 
Hackman's pensioned-off Pentagon warborse to 
probe a political cover-up. West End: ABC 
Tottenham Court Road, Clapham Picture House, 
Hammersmith Virgin. Noting HiU Coronet. 
Odeon Camden Town, Odeon Kensington, Odeon 
Marble Arch. Odeon Swiss Cottage, Odeon West 
End . Ritzy Cinema. Screen on Baker Street, 
Screen on the Green, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin 
Chelsea, Virgin Fulham Road 

THE MASK OF ZORRO (PG) 

This gauefy swashbuckler gallops full-speed through 
19th-century California in the company of Antonio 
Banderas’ authentically Hispanic do-gooder West 
End- Clapham Picture House, Odeon Camden 
Ibwn, Odeon Kensington, Odeon Leicester Square, 
Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage, Ritzy 
Cinema, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Fulham Road 

THE MIGHTY (PG) 

Peter Cbelsom’s The Mighty treads through 
familiar coming- of-age country with its tale of two 
outcast kids in Cincinnati. West End: Screen on 
the HiU, Virgin Fulham Road. Virgin Haymarket 

THE NEGOTIATOR (15) 

Samuel L Jackson and Kevin Spacey go head to 
head in a thrilling drama. West End: UCI White- 
leys. Virgin Trocadero. Warner Village Wfest End 

OUT OF SIGHT (15) 

George Clooney plays the law-breaking hero as a 
down-and-dirty version of Cary Grant and turns 
in the best performance of his career so far. 
West End: Empire Leicester Square, Odeon 
Kensington, Odeon Swiss Cottage, Phoenix 
Cinema, Rio Cinema, Ritzy Cinema, UCI 
Whiteleys. Virgin Chelsea, Virgin Trocadero 

THE PARENT TRAP (PG) 

Lindsay Lohan stars as the separated- at-birth twin 
sisters (one British, one American) who are 
trying to get their parents (Natasha Richardson 
and Dennis Quaid) back together. West End: 
Clapham Picture House, Hammersmith Virgin. 
Odeon Camden Ibwn, Odeon Kensington. Odeon 
Marble Arch, Odom Swiss Cottage. Odeon West 
End, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea 

THE PRINCE OF EGYPT (ID 

In planning his cartoon life of Moses, DreamWorks 
honcho Jeffrey Kstzcnbcrg envisaged it “painted 
bv Claude Monet and photographed by David 
Lean". The end result winds up as The Ten 
Commandments by way of Joseph and his 
Technicolor Dreamcoat West End: ABC Baker 
Street, ABC Tbttenkam Court Rjoad, Clapham Pic- 
ture House, Elephant & Castle Coronet, Empire 
Leicester Square. Hammersmith Virgin, Odeon 
Camden To urn, Odeon Kensington, Odeon Mar- 
ble Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage, Ritzy Cinema, UCI 
Whiteleys, Virgin Fulham Road, Virgin Trocadero 

RUSH HOUR (15) 

Jackie Chan and Chris Tucker’s star in this hit- 
and-miss thriller 

Odeon Kensington, Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon 
Swiss Cottage, Plaza, Ritzy Cinema, UCI White- 
leys, WrginTroc(uiem,Warner\TIlageWestEM 

WHAT DREAMS MAY COME (15) 

Robin Williams simpers as the dead chappie who 
goes to a cod-impressionist heaven before jetting 
southward to rescue his soitidehride. VtestEndiABC 

- Baker Street ABC Shaftesbury Avenue, Clapham 
Picture House, OdeonCamdenlbum, Odeon Hay - 
market. Odeon Kensington, Odeon Marble Arch, 
Odeon Swiss Cottage, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin 


Cinema 

West End 

ABC BAKER STREET 

(0870-902 0418) G Baker 5 erect 
Hie Prince of Egypt 1.40pm, 4pm 

Star Itek: Insurrection 120pm, 

3.40pm, 6pm, 8.30pm What Dreams 
May Come 6.05pm. 8.35pm 

ABC RANTON STREET 

(0870-902 0404) G Piccadilly Circus 
Elizabeth 2.10pm, 5.10pm, 8.10pm 
The Last Days of Disco 1.10pm. 
3.40pm. 6pm. 8.25pm Lock, Stock Sc 
Two Smoking Barrels 1.10pm, 
3.35pm, 6pm. 8.30pm My Name ts 
Joe 1.10pm, 3.35pm, 6pm, 825pm 

ABC PICCADILUT 

(0171-237 4322 [from 1pm) 

G Piccadilly Grcus Hamam: The 
Turkish Bath 1.25pm, 3.50pm, 

6.10pm. 8.35pm There’s Something 
About Mary 1.05pm. 3.30pm. 6pm. 
8.25pm 

ABC SHAFTESBURY AVENUE 

(0870-902 0402) G Leicester 

Square/Tottenham Court Road Texas 
Chainsaw Massacre 1.40pm, 
4.1 0pm, 6.40pm. 8.55pm What 

Dreams May Come - 1 ,05pm. 
3.40pm. 6.05pm. 8.30pm 

ABC SWISS CENTRE 

(0870-902 0403) O Leicester 

Square/Piccadilly Circus Buffalo 66 
3.40pm, 8.40pm The Eel 1.10pm. 
3.35pm. 6.05pm. 8.30pm The 

Governess 1 .30pm. 3.55pm, 

6.15pm. 8.35pm It's a Wonderful 
Life 1.05pm. 6.05pm La Vie Rente 
des Anges 1.15pm. 3.35pm, 

5.55pm. 8.15pm 

ABC TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD 

(0870-902 0414) ■©■ Tottenham Court 
Road Antz 4.45pm. 9.45pm Enemy 
of The State 1.05pm. 3.45pm, 
6.25pm. 9.10pm The Prince of 
Egypt 2pm. 7.55pm Star Irek: 
Insurrection 1.20pm, 4pm, 6.50pm, 
9.35pm 

BARBICAN SCREEN 
(0171-638 8891) G Barbican The 
Mighty 6.15pm, 8.40pm Sitcom 
6.15pm. 8.40pm 

CHELSEA CINEMA 

(0171-351 3742) G Sloane Square 
Chi Connait la Chanson 1pm, 
3.30pm. 6pm, 8.35pm 

CLAPHAM PICTURE HOUSE 

(0171-498 3323) G Clapham 

Common Enemy of The State 
6.20pm, 9pm The Mask of Zorro 
1.15pm, 4pm The Parent Trap 
3.45pm The Prince of Egypt 

I. 30pm. 3.30pm Sitcom 5. 30pm. 
7.30pm, 9.30pm What Dreams May 
Come 6.45pm, 9.15pm 

CURZON MAYFAIR 

(0171-369 1720) G Green Park 
Dancing at Lughnasa 4.15pm, 9pm 
The Philadelphia Story 6.30pm 

CURZON SOHO 

(0171-734 2255 (12pm-6pm) 

G Leicester Square/Tottenham Court 
Road Casablanca 4.15pm, 9pm 
Elizabeth 6.30pm The Mighty 
5.15pm, 7.15pm My Name is Joe 
9.15pm Sitcom 5.30pm, 7.30pm, 
9.30pm 

ELEPHANT AND CASTLE 
CORONET 

(0171-703 4968) G Elephant 6 
Castle The Prince of Egypt 1.30pm, 
4.10pm, 6.30pm. 8.35pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 1.45pm, 4pm, 6.20pm. 
8.40pm 

EMPIRE LEICESTER SQUARE 

(0990-888990) G Leicester Square 
Out of Sight 12.10pm. 2.55pm, 
5.50pm. 8.35pm. 11.20pm The 

Prince of Egypt 1pm. 3.30pm. 6pm. 
8.30pm. 11pm Star D-ek: 
Insurrection 11pm. 1.30pm, 4pm, 
6.30pm. 9pm. 1 1 .40pm 

GATE NOTT1NG HILL 

(01 71-727 4043) G Noctlng Hill Gate 
The Add House 1.15pm, 3.45pm, 
6.15pm, 8.50pm, 11.30pm 

HAMMERSMITH VIRGIN 

(0870-907 0718) Ravenscourt 
Rark/Hammersmith Enemy of The 
State 3pm. 6.10pm. 9.10pm The 
Parent Trap 12 noon The Prince of 
Egypt 12noon, 2.10pm, 4.20pm, 
6.30pm Rush Hour 8.40pm Star 
Trek: Insurrection 1pm. 3.30pm, 
620pm, 8.50pm 

1CA CINEMA 

(0171-930 3647) G Charing Cross 
Sex/Life in LA 5pm. 7pm, 9pm 

METRO 

(0171-734 1506) G Piccadilly 

Grcus/Leicester Square The Apple 
(Sib) 3pm. 5pm. 7pm. 9pm The 
Boys 4.15pm. 8.45pm Ffcre 2pm. 
6.30pm 

NOTTING HILL CORONET 

(01 71 -727 6705) G Notthig Hill Gate 
Enemy of the State 3pm. 5.50pm. 
8.30pm 

ODEON CAMDEN TOWN 

(08705-050007) G Camden Town 
The Add House 2.05pm. 4.20pm. 
6.35pm. 8.55pm. 11.10pm Babe: 
Pig in the City 12.05pm Enemy of 
die State 12.05pm. 5.30pm, 
8.30pm. 1 1.1 5pm Fear and Loathing 
bi Lie Vegas 1 1 ,30pm The Mask of 
Zorro 3.30pm. 8.35pm The Parent 
Trap 12.10pm The Prince of Egypt 

II. 45am. 1.55pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 12.15pm. 2.25pm. 
4.35pm. 6.45pm, 9.10pm, It. 35pm 
What Dreams May Come 4pm. 
6.15pm, 8.45pm. 11.25pm 

ODEON HAYMARKET 

(08705-050007) G Pkcatfilly Circus 
What Dreams May Come 1.10pm. 
3.35pm. 6.05pm. 8.40pm 

ODEON KENSINGTON 

(08705-050007) G High Street 
Kensington Babe: Pig bi the Gey 
12.10pm Enemy of the State 
12.05pm. 3.10pm, 6.15pm, 9.20pm. 
12.25am Lock, Stock «ft IWo 
Smoking Barrels 12.1 5am The Mask 
of Zorro 2.25pm, 5.40pm. 8.55pm, 
12.10am Out or Sight 6-2 0pm. 
9.20pm The Parent Trap 12.50pm, 
3.35pm The Prince of Egypt 
12.45pm, 3pm. 5.15pm, 7.30pm 
Rush Hour 9.50pm. 12.15am Star 
Trek: Insurrection 2pm, 4.35pm. 
7.10pm, 9.45pm. 12.20am What 
Dreams May Come 1.30pm, 
4.15pm. 7pm. 9.45pm 

ODEON LEICESTER SQUARE 

(08705-050007) G Lekesrer Square 
The Mask of Zorro 11.40am. 
2.30pm. 5.2Spm. 8.20pm 

ODEON MARBLE ARCH 

(08705-050007) G Marble Arch 
Enemy of the State 1 2 noon. 
3.05pm. 6.05pm. 9.05pm. 12.05am 
The Mask of Zorro 11.45am, 
2.50pm. 5.55pm. 9.05pm. 12.05am 
The Fbrent Trap T2.!5pm, 3.15pm 
The Prince of Egypt 11.55am. 
2.15pm. 4.30pm. 6.45pm Rush Hour 
9pm. 1 1. 40 pm Scar Trek: 
Insurrection I pm, 3.35pm. 6.10pm. 
8.55pm, 11.35pm What Dreams 
May Come 6pm. 8.50pm. 1 1 .45pm 

ODEON MEZZANINE 

(08705-050007) G Leicester Square 
Elizabeth 12.35pm. 3.05pm. 5.35pm. 
8.20pm Lock. Stock fir lino Smoking 
Barrels 1.25pm, 3.55pm. 620pm, 
8.45pm 


Les IWserables 3.30pm. 8.30pm 
Mufan 1.40pm, 3.50pm Renin 

5.55pm. 825pm Snake Eyes 1.05pm, 
6pm There’s Somet h * ig About Mary 
1 2.45pm, 3.1 5pm. 5.45pm. 820pm 

ODEON SWISS COTTAGE 
(08705-050007) G Swiss Cottage 
Babe: Pig bi the On 12.10pm Enemy 
of the Stats 12.10pm, 2.50pm, 
5.35pm. 8.20pm The Mask of Zorro 
2.15pm. 5.15pm, 8.15pm Out of 
sight 825pm The Pars* imp 
1.15pm The Prince of Egypt 1pm. 
3.25pm. 555pm Rush Hour 4pm, 
6.30pm, 8.50pm Star Trek: 

bsurreoton 12.45pm, 3.30pm, 6pm, 
8.30pm What Dreams May Come 
12.30pm, 3.15pm, 5.45pm, 830pm 

ODEON WEST END 

(08705-050007) G Leicester Square 
Enemy of die Stare 1230pm, 
320pm. 5.30pm, 6.15pm, 825pm. 
9.10pm. 1125pm The Parent Ikap 
12.05pm, 2.45pm 

PEPSI 1MAX CINEMA 

(0171-494 4153) G Pkradifly Circus 
Everest 2.40pm. 4.45pm, 7 pm. 

9.05pm T-Roc Back to the 
Cretaceous (3-D) 135pm. 3.40pm, 
5.45pm, 8pm, 10.05pm 

PHOENIX CINEMA 

(0181-444 6789) G East Finchley 
Elizabeth 6,15pm Left Luggage 4pm 
Out of Sight 6.55pm 

PLAZA 

(0990-888990) G PicxadBy Grcus The 
Add House 12.30pm, 320pm, 

6.10pm. 9pm Babe: Pig in the Gty 
12.45pm, 3.10pm, 530pm Rush Hour 

I. 30pm. 4pm. 630pm, 9pm Saving 
Private Ryan 7.50pm The Human 
Show 335pm, 8.40pm 

RENOIR 

(0171-837 8402) Or Russell Square 
The Apple (Sib) lpm. 235pm, 
4.30pm, 6.45pm, 8.45pm On Connait 
la Chanson 3.45pm, 835pm The 
Phnatfcdptila Story 1 25pm. 6.15pm 

RIO CINEMA 

(0171-254 6677) Bit Dalscon 

Kingsland Elizabeth 6.15pm Uve 
Flesh 4pm Out of Sight 8.45pm 

RITZY CINEMA 

(0171-733 2229) BFtfO Brixton The 
Add House 4.15pm. 6.45pm. 9.15pm, 

II. 45pm Enemy of the State 

3.05pm. 6.15pm. 830pm. 1125pm 
The Mask or Zorro 3pm. 6pm Out of 
Sight 9pm, 1130pm The Prince of 
Egypt 3.30pm. 6.40pm Rush Hour 
8.45pm, 1 1 20pm Star Trek: 

Insurrection 3.15pm, 7pm, 920pm. 
11.35pm 

SCREEN ON BAKER STREET 

(0171-935 2772) G Baker Street 
Enemy of the State 2.40pm. 5.30pm. 
820pm Left Luggage 230pm. 
4.40pm, 6.50pm. 9pm 

SCREEN ON THE GREEN 

(0171-226 3520) G AqgeVHlghbury & 
Islington Enemy of die State 2.40pm. 
5.30pm, 820pm 

SCREEN ON THE HILL 

(0171-435 3366) G Bdsize Park Left 
Luggage 4.40pm The Mighty 2.40pm, 
6.50pm, 9pm 

UCI WHITELEYS 

(0870-603 4567) G Queensway Antz 
12.50pm. 230pm Babe: Pig fa the 
Cky 1.10pm. 3.30pm Enemy of the 
State 12.40pm. 3.40pm. 6pm. 

6.30pm. 8.50pm. 920pm The Mask 
of Zorro phone for details The 
Negotiator phone for details Out of 
Sight phone for details The Parent 
Trap phone for details The Prince of 
Egypt phone for details Rush Kata' 
5.10pm. 7.30pm. 9.50pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 11.40pm, 2.10pm, 

4.40pm. 7.10pm, 9.40pm What 

Dreams May Come 1.30pm. 4.10pm, 
6.40pm, 9.10pm 

VIRGIN CHELSEA 

(0870-907 0710) G Sloane 

Square/South Kensington Antz Fri 
12.45pm Enemy of die State 
2.15pm, 5pm. 8.45pm Out of Sight 
2.45pm. 6pm The Parent ifap 
12.30pm, 3.15pm Sitcom 2.30pm, 
5pm, 7pm. 930pm What Dreams 
May Come 1.30pm. 4pm, 6.30pm, 
9pm 

VIRGIN FULHAM ROAD 

(0870-907 071 1) e South Kensington 
The Add House 1.10pm. 3.45pm. 
6.50pm, 9.30pm Btzabcdi 9pm 

Enemy of the State 12.30pm. 
3.10pm. 6pm. 920pm The Mask of 
Zorro 12.20pm. 3.10pm, 6.10pm. 
9.10pm The Mighty 1pm, 4pm, 
6.30pm. 8.45pm The Prince of Egypt 
12.10pm. 2.15pm, 4.25pm, 6.40pm 
Star Thric Insurrection 1pm. 3.30pm. 
5.45pm, 8.30pm 

VIRGH1 HAYMARKET 

(0870-907 0712) G PiccadiBy Circus 
The Add House 2.40pm. 525pm. 
8.10pm (+ Shore Jump Boy) The 
Mighty 3.10pm, 5.50pm, 825pm My 
Name fas Joe 3.30pm. 6.10pm. 
8.45pm 

VIRGIN TROCADERO 

(0870-907 0716) G Piccadilly Circus 
Antz 12.20pm. 2.10pm, 4.05pm, 
6.10pm Babe: Pig fa die Chy 12 noon. 
2pm The Negotiator 8.30pm Out of 
Sight 5.40pm. 8.30pm The Prince of 
Egypt 12.50pm, 3.20pm, 5.50pm. 
8.10pm Rental 9pm Rush Hour 
12.10pm, 225pm. 4.40pm. 7pm, 
9.20pm. 11.30pm Scar Trek: 

Insurrection 12noon, 2.20pm, 
4.40pm. 7pm, 9.15pm The Thanan 
Show 1pm. 3.30pm, 6.10pm What 
Dreams May Came 1230pm, 
3.10pm. 6pm. 8.50pm 

WARNER VILLAGE WEST END 

(0171-437 4343) G Leicester Square 
The Add House 4pm. 6.40pm. 
9.30pm, 12mktaiight Blade 4.10pm. 
7pm, 935pm, 12.10am The Exorcise 
(25th Anniversary Rerelease) 9pm. 

1 1.40pm Lethal Weapon 4 12.30pm, 
3.30pm. 6pm Lock. Stock & Two 
Smoking Barrels 3.50pm. 6.1 0pm. 
8.30pm. 11.10pm Mu lan 1.55pm The 
Negotiator 2.40pm. 5.40pm. 8.40pm. 
11.55pm A Perfect Murder 3.40pm. 
620pm, 9.10pm. 11.45pm Rush Hour 
3.55pm. 6.30pm, &50pm, 11 ,30pm 
What Dreams May Come 130pm. 
3pm, 420pm, 5.30pm, 6.50pm. 
820pm. 920pm. 1 1pm, 1 1 30pm. 

Cinema 

London Locals 

BECKENHAM 

ABC (0870 9020412) BR: Beckenham 
Junction Babe: Mg In die Gty 1 20pm 
Enemy oF the State 6,30pm, 9.20pm 
The Parent TVap 3.35pm The Prince 
of Egypt 12.10pm, 225pm. 4.40pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 12.05pm, 
230pm, 4.55pm. 7.20pm. 9.45pm 
What Dreams May Come 6.55pm, 
9.30pm 

BROMLEY 

ODEON (08705050007) BR: Bromley 
North Enemy of the State 12.20pm, 
3.1 5pm. 6.10pm. 9.1 Spm The Mask of 
Zorro 3.10pm. 6.20pm. 920pm The 
Parent Trap 1 2.20pm The Prince or 
Egypt 1.15pm, 330pm Rush Hour 
6.45pm. 9.30pm Star Thsk: Insurrec- 
tion 1pm, 3.45pm, 6.35pm, 9.25pm 

CATFORD 

ABC (0181-698 3306) BR: Catford- 
Babe: Pig in the City 1.15pm Star 
Trek: Insurrection 3.30pm, 6pm. 
8.40pm What Dreams May Come 
5.45pm. 830pm 


EALING 

VIRGIN UXBRIDGE ROAD (0870- 
9070719) BR/49 Ealing Broadway 
Enemy of the State 6pm, 8.40pm The 
Mask of Zorro 8.30pm The Parent 
Thsp 12.30pm. 320pm The Prince of 
Egypt 1 .1 0pm, 3.40pm, 6.20pm Scar 
Trek: Insurrection 12.45pm. 330pm, 
6.10pm, 8.45pm 

NORTH FINCHLEY 
WARNER VILLAGE (0181-4469344) 
6 East Fmchicy/Fmchicy Central Antz 
4.10pm, 7pm Babe: pig in the Gty 
10.50am Enemy of the State 2.45pm, 
6.10pm, 9.10pm, I2mldnight The 
Mask of Zorro 3.30pm, 6.25pm. 
9.20pm The Negotiator 925pm The 
Parent Trap 2.30pm, 6.30pm The 
Prince or Egypt 3.10pm, 5.50pm. 
8.40pm Rush Hour 3.40pm, 6pm, 
B.30pm. 11.40pm Star Trek: Insur- 
rection 4pm, 6.40pm. 9pm, 1 1 30pm 
What Dreams May Come 3.20pm. 
630pm. 935pm, 12.10am 

GREENWICH 

CINEMA (0181-293 0101) BR: Green- 
wich Elizabeth 1.1 5pm Enemy of die 
State 3.20pm. 6.05pm. 8.50pm. 
1 1 35pm The Mask of Zorro 3.30pm. 
6.15pm. 9pm The Parent hep 1pm 
The Prince of Egypt 12.45pm Rash 
Hour 1 1 ,45pm StwTMc Insurrection 
2.45pm, 5pm, 7.15pm. 9.30pm, 
11.50pm 

HAMPSTEAD 

ABC (0870-902041 3] G Betsize Park 
Enemy or the State 5.25pm. 8.10pm 
The Paren c Trap Z 2 0pm The Prince of 
Egypt 1 .25pm, 3.45pm Star Ttek: In- 
surrection 3.30pm, 6.10pm, 8.40pm 
What Dreams May Come 6pm. 8.30pm 

HARROW 

SAFARI CINEMA (0181-426 0303) 
G Harrow on the Hill/Harrow & Weald- 
stone Doll Safake Rakhna 1pm. 
7.30pm, 10:45pm The Soldier (Asian 
Film) lpm. 4.15pm 

WARNER VILLAGE (0)8 1-427 9009) 
G Harrow on the HHI Ana 5.50pm, 
7.50pm Babe: Pig In die Gty 3.30pm 
Enemy or the State 3pm, 3.50pm, 
6pm, 6.40pm, 9pm 9.25pm, 1 1 .45pm 
The Mask of Zorro 2.25pm. 525pm, 
8.30pm. 1125pm The Parent Ttap 
4.10pm. 6.55pm The Prince oF Egypt 
2.05pm. 4.35pm, 6.50pm, 9.15pm 
Rush Hour 2.1 5pm, 4.45pm. 7.05pm, 
9.35pm. 1 0pm. 1 1 35pm Star Trek: In- 
surrection 3.40pm. 6.10pm. 8.45pm. 
11.15pm What Dreams May Come 
4pm. 6.30pm. 9.05pm, 1 1 .40pm 

MUSWELL HILL 

ODEON (08705 050007) e High gate 
Enemy of the State 2.50pm. 5.45pm, 
8.25pm The Made of Zorro 5.1 5pm, 
8.15pm The Parent Trap 12.15pm The 
Prince of Egypt 1 2.50pm, 3pm Star 
Trek: Insurrection 1 1 .40am. 1 .50pm, 
4.15pm, 6.35pm, 8.50pm 

PECKHAM 

PREMIER (0181-235 3006) BR: Peck- 
ham Rye Antz 1.50pm Babe: Pig fa 
die Gty 12noon Blade 1 1 ,50pm En- 
emy of die State 12.35pm, 3.20pm, 
6.05pm, 8.50pm, 11.35pm Lost In 
Space 1 1 .50am The Mask of Zorro 
3.30pm, 6.15pm, 9pm The Mighty 

I . 55pm, 4.10pm, 620pm, 8.30pm Mu- 
lan 1220pm The Negotiator 11.15pm 
The RirentTrap 11.45am, 2.10pm The 
Player's Club 1 1 ,55pm The Prince of 
Egypt 2.35pm Rush Hour 2.45pm. 
5pm, 7.15pm, 9.30pm, 11.45pm 
Small Soldiers 1 1.45am Star Trek: In- 
surrection 4.40pm. 7.05pm. 9.20pm, 

I I . 40pm What Dreams May Come 
4.35pm. 7pm, 925pm 

PURLEY 

ABC (0870-9020407) BR: Purtey 
Babe: Pig in die Gty 12.05pm Ene- 
my of die State 455pm, 8pm The tor- 
.tot Rrap . ,2.20pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 1 2.55pm. 3.20pm. 
620pm. 8.30pm What Dreams May 
Come 5.50pm, 8.20pm 

ROMFORD 

ABC (0870-9020419) BR: Romford 
Babe: Pig in die Gty 12.30pm Ene- 
my of die State 5.20pm, 8.1 0pm The 
Parent 1tap 2.40pm The Prince of 
Egypt 12.55pm, 3.05pm Scar Trek: In- 
surrection 1 20pm, 3.45pm. 6.10pm. 
8.35pm What Dreams May Come 
5.40pm. 820pm 

ODEON LIBERTY 2 (08705 050007) 
BR Romford Antz 1 2.30pm Babe: Pig 
in The Gty 1.30pm. 4pm 6.30pm En- 
emy oF the State 2.15pm, 5.30pm. 
8.1 5pm The Mask of Zorro 2.45pm, 
6pm, 8.50pm The Mighty 9.1 0pm Mu- 
lan 12.45pm Out of Sight 9pm The 
ftrencTtop 1pm. 3.45pm, 6.30pm The 
Prince of Egypt 12.40pm, 3pm, 
5.30pm. 8.30pm Rush Hour 2.1 5pm, 
4.40pm. 7pm, 9.20pm Small Solders 
1 pm Star TteJc Insurrection 1 2. 1 5pm. 
2.30pm, 4.50pm. 7.10pm. 9.30pm 
What Dreams May Come 2.10pm, 
4.30pm, 6.50pm. 9.15pm 

SIDCUP 

ABC (054 1 -5551 31 ) BR: SkJcup Babe: 
Pig fa the Gty 1 .1 5pm The Prince of 
Egypt 1pm, 3.20pm Star Trek: In- 
surrection 3.30pm, Gpm. 8.40pm 
What Dreams May Come 5.45pm. 
8.30pm 

SURREY QUAYS 

UCJ (0990 888990) €► Surrey Quays 
Antz 12.40pm Babe: Pig in Che Gty 
12.50pm. 2pm, 320pm Enemy of the 
State 12.45pm. 3.40pm, 6pm, 6.40pm 
The Mask of Zorro 3. 1 0pm. 6. 1 0pm. 
9.20pm Out of Sight 8.40pm The Par- 
ent TTap 12.10pm. 3pm, 5.50pm The 
Prince of Egypt l2noon, 1pm, 
2.30pm, 3.30pm, 5pm, 7.3Qpm Rush 
Hour 7.30pm, 12.1 0am SmaB Soldiers 
12.30pm Star Trek: Insurrection 

I. 15pm, 3.50pm. 4.15pm. 6.30pm. 
7pm What Dreams May Come 
3.40pm. 6.20pm 

TURNPIKE LANE 

CORONET (0181-888 2519) O Turn- 
pike Lane. Enemy of the State 3pm, 
5.45pm. 820pm The Parent Trap 
12.45pm The Prince of Egypt 1 .30pm, 

4.10pm. 6.30pm. 8.35pm 

UXBRIDGE 

ODEON (08705 050007) G Uxbridge 
Enemy of die State 2.1 0pm, 520pm. 
8.15pm The Prince of Egypt 12 noon 
Star Trek: Insurrection 1.25pm. 
3.50pm. 6.15pm, 8.40pm 

WALTHAMSTOW 

ABC (0870-9020424) G Walthamstow 
Gen tral Babe: Pig fa the Gty 1 2.45pm 
Enemy of the Stare 520pm. 8pm The 
Parent Trap 2.45pm Star Trek: In- 
surrection 1.20pm, 3.40pm. 6pm. 
820pm What Dreams May Come 
5.55pm, 8.20pm. 

WIMBLEDON 

ODEON (08705 050007) BR/G-Wim- 
bledon/Q South Wimbledon Antz 

II. 30am Babe: Pig In the Gty 
11.45am Enemy of the State 
1 1 ,45am. 2.30pm. 525pm. 8.20pm, 
11 20pm The Mask of Zorro 1.55pm, 
5pm. 8,10pm The Parent Trap 

I . 20pm, 3.55pm Rush Hour 6.30pm. 

8.45pm, 11.15pm Star Ttek: 

Insurrection 12.25pm. 3.1 Opm, 
5.55pm, 8.45pm, 11.15pm What 
Dreams May Come 6pm. 8.35pm, 

II. 15pm 

WOOLWICH 

CORONET (0181-854 5043) BR: 
Woolwich Arsenal Enemy of die state 
3pm. 5.45pm. 820pm The Prince of 
Egypt 1.30pm, 4.10pm. 6.30pm. 
8-35pm 


Cinema 

REPERTORY 


LONDON 

NFT South Bank SE1 (0171-928 3232) 
Saving Private Ryan (1 5) 2.45pm The 
Brave Little Tkflor. Junior NFT {NCJ 
4pm The Wtz (U) 5.45pm There’s 
Someth i ng About Mary (15) 6.10pm 
The Petrified Forest (NC) 7.30pm He 
Got Game (1 8) 820pm Love (s Cold- 
er than Death (18} 8.45pm 

PRINCE CHARLES Leicester Place 
WQ (0171-437 8181} Men in Black 
(PG) 8.15pm 

WATERMANS ARTS CENTRE High 
Street. Brentford. Middlesex (0181-568 
1 1 76) Mulan (U) 1.30pm Dandng at 
Lughnasa (PG) 4.30pm IF Only (IS) 
6.30pm 

BRIGHTON 

DUKE OF YORK’S (01273-602503) 
My Name is joe (1 5) 4.1 5pm, 9.1 5pm 
Henry Fool (18) 6.30pm 

CAMBRIDGE 

ARTS CINEMA (01223-504444) The 
Eel (Unagi) (18) 3pm, 920pm In- 
somnia (18) 5.10pm My Name is Joe 
(15) 7.15pm 

CARDIFF 

CHAPTER ARTS CENTRE (01222- 
399666) Grease (20th Anniversary 
Edition) (PG) 6.15pm The Governess 
(15) 7.30pm Year of the Horse (15) 
820pm 

CHKHESTOR 

NEW BARK FILM CENTRE (01243- 
786650) Antz (PG) 4pm Les 
Mis e rable^ (12) 6.15pm Sdll Crazy 
(15) Spm 


I LES MiSERABLES Musical drama- 
tisation of Victor Hugo’s 
palace Shaftesbury Avenue, W1 (0171- 
434 0909) G PIcc Circ. Mon-5at 
720pm. I5]I7] 2.30pm. E7-E35. 195 
mins. 

IHUSS SAIGON Musical which resets 
the Madam Butterjly tragedy to Viet- 
nam. Theatre Royal. Drury lane 
Catherine Street. WC2 (0171-494 
5060) G Covent Garden. Mon-Sat 
7,45pm, [4|(7] 3.00pm. E5.75-E35. 
165 mins. 

faTHE MOUSETRAP Agatha Christie* 
whodunnit St Martin’s West Street. 
WC2 (0171-836 1443)0 let Sq. Mon- 
Sat 8.00pm. {31 2.45pm. {7) 5.00pm. 
E10-E24.50. 135 mins. 

* MR PUNTHA AND HB MAN MAT- 

71 Sean Rtteyand titamish McCoil star 
in a new version of Brecht’s comedy 
satire. Albery Sc Martin's Lane. WC2 


SrnBIOIANGE Snow White arid 
u Dwarfs With Coronation 

cJ^t^Beverly CaUard and Nick 

gjTEl^Wheeler Street (01223- 
357851) 

SeSmHEATRE the Adventures of 
itohfason Crusoe Dawi Essex stans m 
Sfc swashbuckling advent* Today 
2 30pm. ends 30 Jan 
cones available. Park Place (01222- 

878889) 


O/OOWI 

SHERMAN THEATRE The SecretSev- 
", Cave the World New adventure, 
courtesy of Enid Bfyton, andsetin 19W- 
SSIcm. ends Jan 9, £6- £10. cones 


SS^pm. ends fen 9.^10 ^ 

available. Senghenydd Road (01-22- 
230451) 

satire. Albery sc Martin s unc, **>-- MERCURY THEATRE Cinderella ’fra- 
(01 71-369 1730) O-Leic Sq. Mon-Sac nwopal family panto. Today 2.30pm & 
7.30pm, {5I[7) 3pm, ends 9 Jan. £5- ? ends 17 Jan. E7.75-E 15.75. 

£22.50. cones available. BalkemeGate(01206- 

O THE PHANTOM OF THE OPERA 573948) 

Andrew LfeydWdibei^ Gothic music^. 

Her Majesty’s Haymarket. SW1 (0171- 
494 540Q7CC 01 7 1 -344 4444) G PiCC 
Gnu Mon-Sat 7.45pm. {4]R1 3.00pm. 

E10-E35. 150 mins. 


Theatre 

WEST END 

Ticket avaHablllcy details are for today, 
times and prices for the week; running 
times include intervals. •—Seats at 
all prices I — Seats at some prices O 
— Returns only Matinees — [1 ]: Sun, 
(31: Tue, [4J: Vfed. fSl: Thur. [61: Fri. 
|7|: Sat 

I ALARMS & EXCURSIONS Michael 
Frayn’s new comedy aboutafinno- par- 
ty vdrich is interrupted by mysterious 
messages stars Felicity Kendal and 
Josie Lawrence. Gielgud Shaftesbury 
Avenue, W1 (01 7 1 -494 5065) G Pi ex 
Clrc. Mon-Sat 7.45pm, [5](7| 3pm, 
E19.50-E27.50. 130 mins. 

• AMADEUS David Sudiet stars as 
Salieri in Peter Shaffer’s acclaimed 
drama. Old Vic The Cut. 5E1 (0171- 
928 7616/cc 420 0000) BR/G Wa- 
terloo. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, [4| 2.30pm. 
f7] 3pm, from £7. 50- £30. 180 mins. 

I ANNS Rags to riches story of the 
optimistic orphan. Victoria Palace 
Victoria Street. SW1 (0171-834 1 317) 
BR/O Victoria. Tue-Sat 7.30pm, (4]{7| 
2.30pm. |1) 4pm. £7.50-£32.50. 
165 mins. 

I ART Larry Lamb, Jade Dee, Tim 
Healy in Yasmma Reza's comedy about 
art imd friendship. Wyndham’s Char- 
ing Cross Road. WC2 (0171-369 
1 736/cc 01 71 -867 1 1 1 1) G Leic Sq. 
Tue-Sat 8.00pm, [4J 3.00pm. [7J[1J 
5.00pm. £9,50-07.50. 90 mins. 

•BLOOD BROTHBIS IffiQy RussdTs 
long -r unning Liverpool musical melo- 
drama. Phoenix Charing Goss Road. 
WC2 (0171-369 1733)0 Leic Sq/Totr 
Cc Rd. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. I5{ 3.00pm, 
{7)'4.00pm. £1 1 .50-E32.50. 1 65 mins. 

• BOOGIE NIGHTS Shane Richie 
stars in a brand new 1970s musical 
Savoy Strand. WC2 (01 71-8368888/cc 
0171-836 0479) G Charing X/Em- 
bankmenc. Tonight 5.30pm St 8.30pm. 
£11 -£28.50. 150 mins. 

• BUDDY Musical biog-show tracing 
the brirf life (rf Buddy HcdJy. Strand Ald- 
wydi, WC2 (01 71 -930 8800) G Coven t 
Garden/Charlng X. Today 5.30pm. 
£10- £27, half price Friday matinees. 
160 mins. 

I CATS Lloyd Webber’s musical ver- 
sion of TS Eliot’s poems. New London 
Parker Street. WQ (01 7 1 -405 0072/cc 
0171-404 4079) G Covent Gar- 
den/Holbom. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. [3/(7/ 
3.00pm. £12. 50- £3 5. 165 mins. 

O CHICAGO Maria Friedman and Re- 
ter Davison star in this hit Broadway 
musicaL Add phi Maiden Lane, WC2 
(0171-344 0055) G Charing X. Mon- 
Sac 8pm, {4) [7] 3pm. E16-E36 (Inc 
booking fee). 1 30 mins. 

I THE COMPLETE WORKS OF 
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 
(abridged) Reduced Shakespeare 
Company fast-forward through 37 plays. 
Criterion Piccadilly Grcus. W1 (0171- 
369 1747) G PIcc Grc. Today 5pm 0 
8pm. £6-£25, Thu macs - all seats £1 0. 
120 mins. 

• FAME THE MUSICAL High-octane 
stage version of the TV series charting 
the highs and lows of a class of young 
showbiz hopefuls. Prince of Wales 
Coventry Street. W1 (0171-839 5972) 
G Leic Sq/PIcc Grc. Mon-Thu Spm. Fri 
5.30pm & 8.30pm. Sat 4pm & 8pm. 
ends 16 Jan, E15-E30. 

fa GREASE Energetic stage version of 
the hit Him. Cambridge Eadham Street, 
WC2 (0171-494 50BO) 

G Covent Garden. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, 
{4{[7J 3.00pm. EI0-E30. 150 mins. 

•AN DEAL HUSBAND Christopher 
Cazenove and Susannah York In Peter 
Haifa acclaimed production of WDde's 
comedy. Lyric Shaftesbury Avenue. Wl 
(0171-494 5045) G PIcc Grc. Mon-Sat 
7.45pm. (4J 3pm. (7| 4pm. £8.50- 
E29.50. 165 mins. 

fa AN INSPECTOR CALLS Stephen 
Daktry's widely acclaimed production 
of JB Priestley's thriller Garrick Char- 
ing Goss Road. WC2 (01 71 -494 5085) 
G Leic Sq. Mon-Fri 7.45pm, Sat 
8.15pm. [4| 2.30pm. (7{ 5.00pm, 
E10.50-E25. 110 mins. 

> INTO THE WOODS Soodbehn and 
LapLne’s acclaimed musical based on 
fanytales. Donmar Warehouse Eariham 
Street. WC2 (0171-369 1732} 
G Covent Garden. Tonight 7.30pm. 
El 5-E27.50. 

fa THE INVENTION OF LOVE Tom 
Stoppard's play about the life of poet A 
E Houseman, author c f The Shropshinz 
Lad. Theatre Royal, Haymarket Hay- 
marker. SW1 (0171-930 8800} G 
PIcc arc. Tue-Sat 7.30pm. (4J(7| 
2.30pm. E10-E32.50. 

fa JESUS, MY BOY Ibm Conti stars 
in John Dome's alternative Christmas 
show. Apollo Shaftesbury Avenue. Wl 
(0171-494 5070) G Pkx Ore. Today 
5pm & 8pm. E5.50-E18.50. 

• KAFXffS DKK Eric Sykes and Ju- 
lia Mackenzie star. Piccadilly Denman 
Street Wl (0171-3691 734) ORcc Ore. 
Tonight 8pm. ends 26 Feb 26. £1 2-E30. 

• LOVE UPON THE THRONE 
Tbsteful look at the Charles and Diana 
marriage. Comedy Panton Street SW1 
(0171-369 1731)0 Pice GrcAeicSq. 
Tonight Spm, ends 9 Jan. E7.50-E25. 


and set in modem day New Ybrfc. 
Shaftesbury Shaftesbury Avenue. WC2 
(07000-21 1221) ■©■HdbonvToCt Q Rd. 
Mon-Sac 7.30pm. (41(7) 3pm, £12.50- 
£32.50. 160 mins. 

ROYAL NATIONAL THEATRE 
fa OLIVIER: Peter Pan Stephen Oliv- 
er’s music accompanies the tale of the 
Boy Who Would Not Grow Up, with 
Mkhael Biyantas the Storyteller In rep 
tonight 7.15pm. 

fa LYTTELTON: Betrayal Pinter’s defin- 
ing worfc depicts a menage a trois and 
stars Imogen Stubbs and Douglas 
Hodge. In rep tonight 7.30pm. 90 mins. 

O COTTESLOE: Copenhagen New dra- 
ma from Mkhael Frayn about the dis- 
covery of the atom. In rep tonlghr 
730pm. 1 45 mins. Olivier & Lyttelton: 
E8-E27. Coctesloe: E12-E18. Dat seats 
from lOarp- South Bank. SEI (0171- 
452 3000). BR/e Waterloo. 

ROYAL SHAKESPEARE COMPANY 
fa THE BARBICAN: The Tempest Adri- 
an Noble directs Shakespeare's ro- 
mance drama. In rep tonight 7.1 5pm. 
1 65 mins. 

• THE PIT: The Two Gentlemen Of 
Verona Shakespeare's witty comedy is 
cfirectedby Edward Hal In rep tonight 
7.15pm. Barbican Theatre: E5-E26. The 
Pit: £11 -£18.50. Barbican Centre. 
EC2 (01 71 -638 889 1 ). BRAG- Barbican. 

O SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER Hit 


far the Bee Gees and atoning Adam Gar- 
da. London Palladium Argyll Street. 
Wl (0171-494 5020) G Oxford Grc. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [4{f7] 2.30pm. £10- 
£32.50. 135 mins. 

fa THE SNOWMAN Award-winning 
production of Raymond Briggs’s con- 
temporary dasac. Sadler’s Wells At 
The Peacock Portugal 5 tree t. WC2 
(01 7 1 -863 8222) G Holbom/Temple. 
Today 2.30pm & 7.30pm. ends 30 Jan, 
E7.50-E32.50. 

• STARLIGHT EXPRESS Andrew 
LJoyd Webber’s hi-tech roDer-musicaL 
Apollo Victoria Wilton Road. SW? 
(0171-4166070) BR/0 Victoria. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. [3{|7| 3.00pm, £12.50- 
£30. ISO mins. 

fa THINGS WE DO FOR LOVE Be- 
linda Lang stars in Alan Ayckbourn's 
comedy. Duchess Catherine Street. 
WC2 (0171-494 5075/cc 0171-344 
4444) G Covent Garden. Mon-Sat 
7.45pm, [5] [7] 3pm. ends 23 Jan. £1 5- 
£27.50. 140 mins. 

•THE WEIR Conor McPherson's dra- 
ma is set in Ireland and examines 
ideas of ghosts and a n gels. Royal Court 
Downstairs (at the Duke Of York's) 
St Martin's Lane. WC2 (0171-565 
5000) G Lek Sq/Charing X. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm. f4|{7] 3.30pm. booking to Feb 
27. E5-E25. 90 mins. 

fa WEST SIDE STORY Brand new pro- 
duction of Bernstein's classic musical, 
attempting to recreate the feel of the 
original Broadway hit Prince Edward 
Old Compton Street. Wl (0171-447 
5400) G Leic Sq. Mon-Sat 7.45pm, 
15JJ7J 3pm. E15-E35. 16 0 mins. 

OWMSTLE DOWN THE Ultra) Lloyd 
Webber’s new musical based on the Ebn 
of the same name. Aldwych Aldwych. 
WC2 (0171-416 6000) G Holbom. 
Mon-Sat 7.45pm. I5){7) 3pm. E10- 
£32.50. 120 mins. 

• THE WOMAN IN BLACK Susan 
mil's chilling ghost story. Fortune Rus- 
sell Street, WC2 (0171-836 2238/cc 
0171-344 4444) G Covent Gar- 
den/Holbom. Mon-Sat 8pm, {3| 3pm. 
Sat 4pm. E8.50-E23.50. 1 10 mins. 


THEATRE 

BEYOND THE WEST END 

HAMPSTEAD THEATRE Little 
Malcolm and His Struggle Against the 
Eunuchs Ewan McGregor stars as the 
revolutionary activist in David Halli- 
well's drama. Mon-Sat 8pm. mats Sat 
3.30pm. ends 2 Jan. E9-E16. cones £6. 
Avenue Road. NW3 (0171-722 9301) 
G Swiss Cottage. 

JERMYN STR EE T THEATRE Late 
Nice Catechism Satire on the Catholic 
church. Mon-Sat 8pm, mats Sat 4pm. 
ends 20 Feb. £20. cones £15. Jermyn 
Street. SW1 (0171-287 2875) G Pic- 
cadilly Grcus. 

KING'S HEAD, ISLINGTON Song at 
Twilight Noel Coward's dark autobio- 
grapfucal play is directed by Sheridan 
Morley and stars Corin Redgrave. 
Tonight 8pm. ends 24 Jan. E12-E13. 
cortcs £7. Upper Street, N1 (0171-226 
1916) G Angel/Highbury 6 Islington. 

RICHMOND THEATRE Jack and the 
Beanstalk Toyah Wilieox, Mark Curry 
and Vicki Michelle join the stars of 
ftatnfxno. Today 2pm & 7pm. ends 30 
Jan. E8-E15. cones available. The 
Green. Richmond. Surrey (0181-940 
0088) G Richmond. 

Theatre 

Countrywide 

BATH 

THEATRE royal Jack and the 
Beanstalk Paul Bradley from Easlen- 
ders stars alongside Only hols and 
Hones's John Challis. Today 2pm & 
7pm. ends 24 Jan. E6-E16, epnes avail- 
able. Sawdose (01225-448844) 

BOURNEMOUTH 

PAVILION THEATRE Beauty and the 
Beast Robin Cousins and Buster Mer- 
ryfiekl star. Today 2.30pm 6 7pm. ends 
17 Jan. £6-£i3. Wesiover Road 
(01202-456456) 

BRISTOL 

THEATRE ROYAL Mother Goose 
Panto extravaganza about the fabled 
fowl. Today 2.15pm & 7.15pm. ends 
30 Jan. E3-E16. King Street (CM 1 7-987 
7877) 


Devonshire park theatre 
C inderella Eastbourne's Christmas 
treat starring Hinge and Bracketand 
Wendy Craig. Today 2.30pm 6 7.30pm. 
endsTO Jan. £7-£1 1 . con“ avaflable. 
Compton Street (01323-412000) 

NORTH COTT THEATRE Dick 
Whittington Fbflow the penniless hero 

as he searches for the streets paved with 
gold. Today 2.30pm. ends 1 6 Jan. E7- 
£15. Stocker Road (01392-493493) 

GRAVESEND , 

WCXJDVTLLE HALLS The Wizard of Oz 
Eastender Barry t Shaun Wifliamsoni 
follows the Yellow Brick Road. Today 
f 0.30am & 5.30pm. ends 9 Jan. h5- 
£9.50. Windmill Street (01474- 
337459/60) 

GUILDFORD 

YVONNE ARNAUD THEATRE Jack and 
the Beanstalk Rosemarie Ford. Tim 
Brooke-Tfcylor and Robert Powell join 
Are You Being Screed's Trevor Ban- 
nister. Today 2.30pm & 7pm, ends 3 
Jan. E9.50-E1 7.50. cones available. Mill- 
brook (01483-440000) 

HASTINGS 

WHITE ROCK THEATRE Peter Pan 
Gladiator Jet co-stars with Neighbour 
Jesse Spencer Today 2pm & 6pm, ends 
3 Jan. £4.50-£8.50. cones available. 
White Rock (01424-781000) 

NEWBURY 

CORN EXCHANGE Puss in Boots 
Panto about the wity cat whose wheel- 
ing and dealing earns his master a for- 
tune. Today 2.30pm & 7pm. £10. 
cones £5.50- £8. Market Place (01635- 
522733) 

WATERMILL THEATRE The Wizard of 
Oz Follow Dorothy down the Yellow 
Brick Rood. Today 2.30pm & 7pm. ends 
16 Jan. £9. 50-El 4. cones available. 
Bagnor (01635-46044) 

ROYAL THEATRE The Secret Life oF 
Humpty Dumpty Panto-style adapta- 
tion of the famous nursery rhyme. 
Today 2.15pm & 7pm. ends 16 Jan. 
£9.50-£I4. cones available. Guildhall 
Road (01604-632 5 33) 

NORWICH 

MADDERMARKET THEATRE The 
Wind In The Willows Alan Bennett's 
adaptation of the Kenneth Grahame 
riveriife noveL Today 2.30pm 6 730pm. 
£4-£6.50. St. Johns Alley (01603- 
620917) 

PlYMOUTH 

BARBICAN THEATRE Beauty and the 
Beasties Updated version of the clas- 
sic love story Today 2.30pm & 7.30pm. 
ends 9 Jan. £7.50. cones £4.50. Cas- 
tle Street (01752-267131) 

POOLE 

POOLE ARTS CENTRE Aladdin Dora 
Bryan stars as the Slave Of the Ring 
alongside Tracey Childs and David 
McAlister of Hollyoaks. Today 2.30pm 
6 7.30pm. ends 16 Jan. E5.90-E1 1.90. 
cones available. King land Road (01202- 
685222) 

REDDITCH 

PALACE THEATRE Mother Goose 
The Palace Thea tre Company present 
a traditional family pantomime. Today 
5.30pm. ends 9 Jan. £6.50-£7.50. child 
£5-£6. Ale ester Street (01 527-65203) 

SHREWSBURY 

MUSIC HALL Jack and the Beanstalk 
Diane Youdale, formerly Gladiator Jet, 
stars in this popular family pantomime 
Today 2.30pm St 7pm. ends 2 Jan. 
E7.50-E9.50. cones available. The 
Square (01743-244255) 

SOLIHULL 

SOLIHULL ARTS COMPLEX Babes In 
the Wood Traditional panto. Today 
2.30pm Q 7pm. ends 10 Jan. £10. cones 
£8. Solihull Arts Complex. Homer 
Road (0121-704 6962) 

SOUTHAMPTON 

NUFFIELD THEATRE Alice in Won- 
derland Join Alice on a trip to the top- 
sy turvy world of Wonderland and meet 
the White Rabbit, Mad Hatter and 
many more. Today 2.30pm & 7.30pm. 
ends 16 Jan. E5.95-E12.50. cones avail- 
able. University Road (01 703-671771) 

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
ROYAL SHAKESPEARE THEATRE 
The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe 
Adrian Noble directs Adrian Mitchell's 
adaptation of the CS Lewis Narnia 
classic. Tonight 7.1 5pm. ends 27 Feb. 
E5-E30. 

SWAN THEATRE A Month In the 
Country Brian FrieTs adaptation of Tur- 
genev's portrait of all-consuming sex- 
ual desire. Michael Attenborough 
directs. Tonight 7.30pm. ends Feb 20. 
E5-E30. Waterside (01789-295623) 

SWANSEA 

GRAND THEATRE Cinderella Melin- 
da Messenger and Steven Houghton 
star as Cinderella and Prince Charm- 
ing. Tonight 7.15pm. ends 31 Jan. 
£6. 50-El 2.75. cones available. Sin- 
gleton Street (01 792-475715) 

SWINDON 

WYVERN THEATRE Jack and the 
Beanstalk Exciting family pantomime 
with stare from TV’s Raxnbow and 
Doctor Who. Today 2pm St 7 pm. ends 
1 6 Jan. £1 1 .50-£ 12.50. cones available. 
Theatre Square. (01793-524481) 

WATFORD 

PALACE THEATRE Jack and the 
Beanstalk Roy Hudd’s family panto. 
Today 2.30pm, ends 9 Jan. £5-£13. 
Clarendon Road (01923-225671) 

WESTON-SUPER-MARE 
PLAYHOU5E THEATRE Aladdin Fam- 
ily panto with stars from TV’s Neigh- 
bours and Gladiators. Today 2.30pm. 
ends 2 Jan. E8.50-E10.50. cones avail- 
able. High Street (01934-645544) 

YEOVIL 

OCTAGON THEATRE Snow White and 
the Seven Dwarfs Lavish musical 
panto. Today 2.30pm fir 7pm. ends 9 
Jan. £8.50*£I0.50. cones E6.50-E8.50. 
Hendford (01935-422884) 


** 


* % 



l>* 


° | A^ ee 

ffiiiShc'^brd a^iojs 

lluE* fat. if* A 

ter Street *o5? 



THE FRIDAY REVIEW 

H*e Independent 1 January 1999 


New Year's day Radio 


satf.t.ute t v; radio/h 

I INP^ PENDENT PURSUITS 


SB®# 

sste*.* 


mm 


' 1 «K T We 

«nje' s p^Af^ 

*SSS& 


**«&#■ 

■fe°- 

fioal?-"-’ 2 ' 

?5Jan^> 

- r roi^-r 5- 


It 

at ‘t. A*,,. 


re r P&n 

'^hboiij. 

^ ei-»a s 

jbl® 


RADIO 1 

(97£-99i8MHz FM ) 

6-00 Giltes Peterson. &00 Emma 
B. 11*00 Chris Moyles. 3*00 
Scott MiHs. 6.00 Pete Tongfc Es- 
sential Selection. 9.00 West- 
wood’s Hip Hop Anthems. 240 
FaWo and Grooveridef. 440 - 
740 Emma a 

RADIO 2 

(88-B02MHz FM J 
640 Mo Dutta. 845 Sarah 
Kennedy. 1040 Richard Aflinson. 
1240 The HuddKnes Songbook. 
140 Eric Clapton: Bluesbreaker. 
2.00 Alex Lester. 540 Des Ly- 
nam. 740 Neil Diamond in Con- 
versation with Paul GambacdnL 
840 Ainsley Harriottls New Year 
Feast 040 Listen to the Band: a 
Review of 199a 1040 Radio 2 
Young Musician 1998 Showcase. 
1140 Lynn Parsons. 1240 Lynn 
Parsons. 4.0 - 64 Lata Sharma. 
RADIO 3 
(902-92.4MHZ FM ) 

640 On Air. 

940 Masterworks. 
fWS The New Year'S Day Con- 
cert See Pick of the Day. 

10.50 Naked Beauties. See Pick 
of the Day. 

1 W5 Concert part 2. 

1245 Telemann. 

1240 The Harmonic Series. 

140 The R3 Lunchtime Concert 
240 The BBC Orchestras. 

3-50 The Harmonic Series. 

440 Mozart Voices 
4.45 Music to Die For. 

540 A Medieval Christmas. 

540 Music Rooms. 

640 Discovering Music with 
Leonard Slatkin. 

740 Cabaret Cocktails 
740 Performance on 3. Another 
chance to hear nine of the most 
memorable concerts of the 1998 
BBC Proms season at the Royal 
Albert Hall, London. 8: In Prom 60, 
given on 3 September, featured 
one of the great world orchestras 
with MahJerfc titanic fifth sympho- 
ny and a major new work by 
Birtwistle commissioned for Chica- 
go. It is based on the idea of dis- 
continuous time and takes the 
moment just before midnight as a 
point of departure into a new world. 
Chicago SO /Daniel Barenboim. 
Brwistle: Exody. Mahler: Sympho- 
ny No 5 in C sharp minor. {R) 


Pick of the Day 


THIS YEAR'S New Year’s Day 
Concert (10.15am R3>, with its 
traditional mhc of waltzes and 
polkas, is interrupted by the first 
of a pah* of features on the Cuban 
cigar- Naked Beauties (lO-SOam 
R3, right). AndrewJeffiord travels 
to Cuba to see cigars being made 
and to talk to connoisseurs about 
the joys of being addicted to a 
cardDQgerric weed; and, Vm afraid, 
they fail to keep Monica Lewinsky 


9-20 Postscript Peter Holland 
talks to ten Shakespeare experts 
about the Bard today. 5: ‘Global 
Shakespeare*. Terence Hawkes 
and Ania Loomba discuss the role 
of Shakespeare - and particularly 
'The Tempest' - in the postcotonial 
world. 

9.40 Yevgeni Kissin. Another 
chance to hear Yevgeni Kissin’s 
phenomena] first solo recital at 
the 1997 BBC Proms, staged in 
the arena at the Royal Albert Hail, 
London. Kissin is an extraordinary 
young Russian pianist who at- 
tracts the attention and praise 
usually reserved for the starriest 
virtuosos of the past - like Liszt 
and Chopin themselves. Haydn: 
Sonata in E flat. H XVI 52. Liszt: 
Liebestraum No 3; Hungarian 
Rhapsody No 12 in C sharp minor. 
Chopin: Two Nocturnes, Op 27; 
Piano Sonata No 3 in B minor, Op 
56. Plus encores by Chopin, Liszt 
Schubert and Beethoven. (R) 
1140 The Harmonic Series. 

1140 And His Mother Called Him 
BilL 

1240 Composer of the W9ek: 
Bizet (R) 

140 - 640 Through the Night 

RADIO 4 

(92.4-946 MHz FM } 

640 Today. 

940 NEWS; Desert Island Discs. 
9.45 Serial: Peter Pan and 
Wendy. 

1040 NEWS; Woman's Hour. 
fLOO NEWS; Summer Pastures. 
See Pick of the Day. 

1140 The Oldest Member. 


out of the conversation. More 
masculine pleasures of the New 
TOarid in Summer Pastures (11am 
R4), in which Dylan Winter meets 
cowboys at the Pitchfork Ranch, 
Wyoming. Every year; they drive 
2,000 cattle to summer pastures 
high in the Rockies, but ecologists 
and hunters who want to see the 
moun tains given back to wildlife 
are threatening (heir future. 

ROBERT HANKS 


1240 NEWS; You and Yours. 
1247 Weather. 

1.00 The World at Ona 
140 Screen TesL 

240 NEWS; The Archers. 

2J5 Afternoon Play: Open Se- 
crets. 

340 NEWS; Making History. 

340 Radio: Ten Poems about 
Sound. (R) 

3-45 Lullaby for an Insomniac 
Princess. 

4.00 NEWS; Open Book. 

4.30 The Messaga 
540 PM. 

5.57 Weather. 

640 Six O'clock News. 

640 News Quiz of the Year. 

740 NEWS; The Archers. 

7.15 Front Row. *Seamus Heaney: 
Opened Ground* The Nobel Prize- 
winning poet taiks to Mark Law- 
son, and reads his earliest and 
most recent poema 

7.45 Under One Roof. Concluding 
the second of three five-part 
dramatisations from the Micheio 
Hanson stories, with Janet Maw, 
Edna Dors and Luisa Bradshaw- 
White. 

8.00 NEWS; Our Next Question 
Please? Jonathan Dimbleby looks 
back on a year in which the term 
'foreign affairs' took on a new 
meaning, Northern Ireland took a 
decisive step in its history, and 
'Any Questions?' celebrated its 
fiftieth birthday. 

8.45 Letter from America Alistair 
Cooks with another slice of Ameri- 
cana 

940 NEWS; The Friday Play: 



Where Three Roads M@eL Written 
and directed by Don Taylor. Peter 
has a problem, a personal crisis 
which he has not shared with any- 
one. But he is a Church of Eng- 
land vicar, and the time has come 
for him to share his problem with 
his Bishop and with his wife. With 
Michael N Harbour. Karen Archer, 
Peter Jeffrey, Robin Sebastian and 
Frances Jeater. (R) 

1040 The World Tonight Special. 
With Sue Cameron. 

10.45 Book at Bedtime: Five 
Dahls. 5: 'The Way Up to Heaven' 
by Roald Dahl, read by Patricia 
Routledge. Mrs Foster hates to be 
late, but her husband delights in 
delaying her. When he holds up 
her departure for Paris, it is the 
last straw and she leaves without 
him. 

1140 Late Tack la 

1140 Sporting Philanthropists. 

1240 News. 

1240 The Late Book: The Re- 
straint of Beasts. 

12.48 Shipping Forecast. 

140 As World Service 
540 World News. 

5.35 Shipping Forecast 
5.40 Inshore Forecast 
5^45 Prayer for the Day. 

5.47 Leisure Update. 

5.56 - 6.00 Weather. 

RADIO 4 LW 

(198kHz ) 

BAS - 1040 An Act of Worship. 
1240 - 1244 News Headlines; 
Shipping Forecast 5.54 - 5.57 
Shipping Forecast 12.00 - 740 
Test Match Special. 


Radio 5 Live 

(693, 909kHz MW ) 

6.00 Proopsfc Hoops. (R) 

640 Breakfast 

940 Brian Hayes. 

1240 The Midday News. 

140 Ruscoe and Ca 
340 The Scottish Premier 
League 

5.00 Drive. 

740 News Extra 

7.30 Alan GreenS Sportsnight 
Alan Green kicks off the football 
new year with a lively debate 
among sporting guests. 

940 Park Life. Mark O’Donnell 
discovers how Ron Noades runs 
Brentford Football Club. 

1040 Late Night Live. Insight and 
comment on the day's big issues 
with Brian Hayes. Including Pa- 
pertalk. 1030 Sport. 1100 News. 
Tt.15 The Financial Wbrkl Tonight 
LOO Up Ail Night 
440 Extra Tima (R) 

5.00 - 640 Morning Reports. 

Classic FM 

(loao- 1015MHz FM ) 

640 The Smooth Classics Hang- 
over Cura B40 Nfick Bailey’s Easier 
BreakfasL 1040 Dr Mark Porters 
New Year Workout 1240 Re- 
quests. 240 Classic Celebrity 
Recitals. 340 Michael Mappin. 740 
Smooth Classics at Seven. 940 
Evenhg Concert fLOO Alan Mam 
240 Classic Celebrity Recitals. 

340 - 640 Mark Griffiths. 

VIRGIN RADIO 

(1215 1!97-1260kHz MW 1058MHz FM ) 

6.00 Richard Allen. 1040 Russ 
Williams. 2.00 Nick Abbot 640 
Wheels of SteeL 1040 Mark For- 
rest 240 - 6.00 Paul Coyte. 

WORLD SERVICE RADIO 

(198kHz LW ) 

140 Newsdesk. 140 Small 
Worlds. 1.45 Short Story. 2.00 
News day. 240 People and Poli- 
tics. 340 World News. 345 
World Business Report 345 
Sports Roundup 3.30 Science in 
Action. 440 Newsdesk. 440 
Weekend. 5.00 Newsday. 5.30 
Outlook. 545 - 6.00 Spotlight 
TALK RADIO 
640 Russell Grantis New Year 
Breakfast 940 Kate Uoyd. 1240 
An Audence with Barry Marutaw. 

140 The Sports Zone. 840 An Au- : 
diencB with Tony Bennett 940 M&e I 
Allen 240 - 840 Mike Dickin. j 


SATELLITE AND CABLE 


jKcer- 
Vhere 
Kintry 
■iey to 
1 ‘rand- 
l;ew is- 
Fvative. 
uid find 
It to ac- 
maryin 
d cele- 
iding. 

series 

turday 


SKY PREMIER 

6JI0 A Change of Heart (1997) (73517). 
&00 The hcredbie Journey (©63) 

(26352). «M>0 The Witches (1990) (52604). 
•euao A Change of Heart (897) (16875) 
240 The hcredbte Journey (1963) (0913) 
4JOO Jftters (1997) (1081) 640 The Wftdt- 
es (890) (92508) 840 Race Creatues 
(S97) (5»») *L00 Hie Bigfeh Patent 
C©96) (85463975) See Pick of the Day. 
1240 DtaboSqua (1996) (308444)240 
Rough Macjc (1995) (594376). 445-640 
Jfttare (1997) (671550) 

SKY UOVKMAX 

640 vanishing Point (1997) (50446) 740 
Blue Rodeo (1996) (33772) BuOO Explor- 
ers (1985) (6246) 1140 GodzBa vs Gk 
< 4 an (1972) (73062) LOO Blue Rodeo 
T®96) (19062) 340 Explorers (1985) 
(30826) 540 VarfeNng Point (1997) 
(31623) UOO p:revfew (1604). 740 UK 
Top Ten (1333) 840 Action Heroes 
(4482) 840 Movie Magic (3159) 9UOO 
Shadow Conspiracy (1997) (43876401) 
«L4S Hidden Agenda (1990) (3877H1Q) 
1245 The Package (1989) (310289) 245 
The Presfcfo (J988) (334821) 445 Mater- 
nal Instincts (1996) (952937) 5^0 - 710 
GodzSa vs Gigan (1972) (3900753) 
SKYCSCHA 

440 Champion (1948) (6387883) 640 
The Phk Panther (864) (7758401) 840 
The Nutty Professor (1963) (7780246) 
1040 Matfgan (1968) (1845826) 1L45 
Chef (1969) (2941888) 145 Damien - 
Omen I (1978) (8998208)345 HoJywood 
Hal of Fame £226208) 045 The Yelow 
Canary (844) (5256289) 5-20 Close 


PICK OF THE DAY 


640 A Room with a View (085) 

(7640975) B40 Blue Juice (1995) 
(7645420) 1040 Bitter Moon (1992) 
(79018197) 1240 FOur Weddhgs end a 
FUneraJ (1994) P204203) 2J5 Whatts Eat- 
tog Gibert Grape? (084) (8054376) 440 ■ 
040 Gregory^ GM (1981) (4715579) 

^ DISCOVERY CHAMEL 

440 R« Hunfe FfeHng Adventures 
(1227607) 440 Wfetorti VVbrid (1218791). 
540 Connections 2 by James Bute 
(1760772) 540 Jurasetea (1230371) 640 
Ararat Doctor (1237284) 640 Gr«a WWW 
(Part 1) (2624994) 740 Beyond 2000 
(1217420) S40 The Barefoot Bushman 
(9623326) 940 South African VfetonK Tfcxi 
V\fefS (6956642) 9-30 Bipples (4269E9) 
1040 Zulu' Messengers (8709739) 1040 
Blood and Guts (876569) HjOO The Gott- 
en Girls (B935tSS) 1140 Tima to QJ 


IT MAY lose some of its visual 
grandeur on the small screen, 
but Anthony Minghella’s 
multi-Oscar-winning romance 
The English Patient (10pm Sky 
Premier) is still well worth 
catching. Ralph Fiennes and 
Kristen Scott Thomas (i right l 
shine as Count Laszio Ahnasy and 
Katherine Clifton, the pair who 
embark on an illicit affair in 
the Sahara Desert just before 
the Second World Wan In the 
complex plot, adapted from 


(B22S886) 1240 Myths of Mankind: The 
Flood (3217937) 140 Connections 2 by 
James Burke (4499950) 140 Andent War- 
riors (9984647) 240 Close 

SKY ONE 

840 Earthworm Jtei (22973) 640 Count 
Duckuia (21248) 940 The Simpsons 
(45803) 940 Garfield end Friends (49130) 

1040 Xena: Warrior Princess (68468) 
1140 The New Adventures of SLparman 
(48804) 1240 The Oprah Winfrey Show 
(62081) LOO Jenny Jones (48401) 240 
Saty Jessy Raphael (80230) 340 
Sarah_Surviving Lite (7*49) 440 Gdtyt 
(89284) 540 Star Trek: Vbyager (5807) 
640 Married with OrMren (5401) 6-30 
Friends (3951) 740 Friends (6538) 740 
The Smpsons (B26£j) 840 King of the Hi 
(5284) 840 3rd Rodtfrwn the Sun (4791) 
940 ER (94604) 1040 Hot Summer 
Downunder (97791) UOO British Sex 
(10941) 140 - 700 Long Play (B70S596) 

SKY SPORTS 1 

640 & 4 X*r League - Super Tries 1990 
(43804) 740 Sky Sports Centre (84828) 
840 Wtarld Wtestfhg Federation Slpers- 
tars (65555) 940 Racing News (14555) 
940 Soccer Extra New Year Special 
(881352) 1240 Goals and Hoopers 
(82913) 240 Scottish Footbal MotherweS 
vs Kfrnamock (265265) 540 Bcedng - 
Fights of 98 (988604) 840 Soccer Extra 
New \fear Special (BQ2284) UOO Scottish 
Footbal Motherwel vs K3mamock (98771) 
1240 Boxing (5787192) 340 Wresting 

(39050) 540 - 640 H20 (38840) 


the Booker Prize-winning novel 
by Michael Ondaatje, Ahnasy 
reflects on the liaison while being 
tended by nurse Juliette Binoche 
a few years later. 

The Professionals (6pm 
Granada Pins) has undergone a 
revival in popularity thanks to a 
recent series of spoof adverts. 
Check out how large those flares 
really were in this secret-agent 
series with Martin Shaw and 
Lewis Collins. 

James Hampton 


SKY SPORTS 2 

640 Angfing Masters (2265772) 740 Aer- 
oblcs - Qz Styte (90B7D62) 740 Footbal 
League Review (4906538) 840 Whal a 
Weekend (6533604) 940 Rsh TV Angfcrtg 
Masters (4135826) 1040 The Rugby CU> 
(9095081) 1140 Ice Hockey (5609401) 
L30 Super League: Soper Tries (5986994) 
240 Ang^ng Masters (2783739) 340 
Trans World Sport (9460569) 440 What a 
Waetond (4599536) 540 Darts: Wxtt 
Championships (4454894) UOO H2Q 
(0123913) 1L30 International Cricket Aus- 
frafe vs England (3853604) 240 GBettB 
Warid Sport SpeciaJ (1870901) 240 - 740 
Cricket Australia vs England (9352802) 
SKY SPORTS 3 

1240 Hans Wtorid Sport (2Q2Q7B04) 140 
FtehTV Anging Masters (68426604) 240 
Ice Skating (40494888) 440 The Rugby 
CUb (B2546642) 540 Survival of the 
Fittest (19962913) 540 Gflette World 
Sport Special (4209W01) 640 VWd Spirits 
(42027642) 640 K20 (40018904) ZOO 
Motoreycing (40499333) 840 lea Skating 
(40419107) 1040 World Wresting ftxtera- 
tion Raw (B2533178) 1240 Ctosa 

EUROSPORT 

Z30 Xtrem Sports Vbz Mag f58046) 840 
Motor Sport Legend of the Dakar Rafly 
(1297S) 1040 Ski Jumping (6008623) 

1U0 Alpine Skfcig (70694333) 1245 
Footbal Eumpean Championship Legends 
(65468) L4S Martial Arts (92282130) 

340 Sking (90642)440 Ski Jumping 
(32739) 640 Sports Ootik-Ups (4401) 



740 Motor Sport (58826) 840 Tennis 


(5445517) 740 Cafflou (5368710 735 
Bug Alert (6415046) 755 Practical Parent- 
ing (BS890&3. 840 Barney aid Friends 
(6906739) 845 POka Dot Shorts 
(B215994) 845 Try and Crew [8056772) 
850 Practical Parenting (9565062) 940 
The Roseame Show (4658951) 9l50 The 
Jerry Spmgw Show (7B36468) 1040 
Mchael Cole (6728197) 1130 The Heat Is 
On (6593791) 1240 Special Babies 
(2180178) 1240 Rescue 911 (3101346) 

140 Ready, Steady. Cook (4518158) 145 
Cant Cook. Wonl Cook (59435T7) 240 
The Jerry Springer Show (751871Q) 34)0 
Ftkn: Peopte Wl Tak (1951) (1449994) 
540 Beyond Betel: Fact or Ftetion 
(035178) 545 Can’t Cook. Wbnt Cook 
(7918401) 640 The Jerry Springer Show 
(1104772) 740 Rescue 911 (8399623) 740 
Beyond Befaf: Fact or Fiction (1802642) 
840 Murder Cal (7757772) 940 FBnu 
Buried Secrets (1996) (5099W7) 1140 Sex 
Life Down Under £>718913) 1240 Closa 
TNT 

940 Show Boat (1951) (40409710) 1140 


(4W2Q) 940 Rally: Tbtal Granada Dakar 99 Stogto in the Rain (1953 (21601536) LOO 


(34 807) 1040 Bowing (57197) 1140 
Xtrem Sporte(78505) 1240 Raly: Total 
Granada Dakar 99 (39579) 1240 Closa. 
UK GOLD 

740 Crossroads 0034520) 740 Neigh- 
bours (9400642) 745 EastEnders 
(1331401) 840 The BO (8799352) 940 
The B9 (878060Q 040 Bids and Aqju- 
dee (2739807) 1040 Angels (8788888). 
1140 Dates (8104623) 1145 Neighbours 
(98983371) 1225 EastEnders (7807975) 
140 Pride and Prejudce (4279536) 240 
Dates (1319284) 245 The Bi (1820401) 
345 The Bl (6059468) 3J55 EastEnders 
(3746371) 440 Angete (72840468) 449 
F9m: Cany On at Ybur Convenience (1971) 
(49628284) 6*45 Qrty Foote and Horses 
(73263975) 845 Porridge (497213CI) 9L30 
Spedaly Selected Canned Carrott 
(4020440) 1045 Rising Damp (2536710) 
1140 The Young Ones (3363468) fL40 
The Ybung Ones (3366826) 1245 The 
Vbtng Ones (5698821) 145 The Vbung 
Ones (2997192) 145 The Young Ones 
(9513685) 2L25 Mxrg Ones (04694173) 
2-55 - 740 Shopping (0659647) 

LIVING 

640 Dog and Arabete Nursery Rhymes 
(29945604) 6J0 Alfred J Kwak (39087449) 

640 Tny and Crew ‘98 (17107178) 645 

ft*a Dot Shorts (64762555) 640 See 
How They Grow (17X71994) ZOO Practical 
Parenting P461536) 745 Professor Bubble 


The Band Wagon (1953) (2*52060) 340 
Seven Brides for Seven Brothers (1954) 
(34973228) 540 Ctoseft 
PARAMOUNT COMEDY CHANNEL 
740 Ouetess (61710. 740 Desmonds 
(3159) 840 Rosaanne (5826) 840 Just 
Shoot Me (4333) 940 CyM (02772) 940 
Setifaki pom *040 FHm: Mystic Pizza 
(1986) 96352) 1240 Late Night with David 
Leflerman CJ1598) 140 Hod (7te92) 140 
The Critic (15m) 240 Dr Katz (18869) 
240 Soap (97378) 340 Wings (98956) 
340 Nghtstand (TI956) 440 Ctosa 
GRANADA PLUS 

640 WHKn These WaBs (9858197) ZOO 
On the Buses (4490771) 740 Fern Street 
Gang (1440456) 840 That* My Boy 
(5000062) 840 Second Thoughts 
(5009333) 940 Coronation St (5023913) 
940 EmmerdaJe (8740401) 1040 thir- 
tysomething (9545820) 1140 Hawai Five- 
0 (5145064) 1240 Coronation Street 
(50XJ44S) 1240 Emmentale (B7515T7) 

140 Newest and Dearest p840?i2) 140 
VlfefcHng (B750888) 240 thirtysomeJHng 
(8847623) 340 The Love Boat (5044772) 
540 Hawaii FhreO (5743791) 640 The 
Professionals (8769536) See Picket the 
Day. 740 The Professi on als (512SQ0) 

840 The Love Boat (5145994) 1040 The 
Joterfe WSd (50TTI7B) 1040 The Joker!; 
WBd (5020826) 1140-240 As Granada 
Men & Motors (4789536) 


REGIONAL TELEVISION VARIATIONS 


CENTRAL 

640 GMTV (61931 
Part Keeper (687S 
and the Dodos (8S 
Creatures (E66544! 
vie Oust (27536) 


5)945 Percy the 
^945 Rocky 
284) 1030 BriHant 
1040 The Carrter- 
LOO Are You 


(116144^. 545 - 640 News (7218173) 

MTV WALES 


Afraid of the Dark? (78130) «40 
News; VWBather (179877101 1240 Di- 
nosaurs 13843517). 130 Sean Connery - 


Close-Up (5868352) L55 Fflm: Once 
upon a Fonst (7108265). 335 Far from 
theMaddhg Crowd (344333) MfjTN 
News; Weather (5886913) 545Fim: 
Black Beauty (B5704352) 740 Do-H- 
tanetl Mr Bean (6994) 740 Corona- 
tion Street: With the New Year 
celebrations in Ml flow. Alt passes away 
: ijumotlGed Nek is the hero as he rw- 
■.cues Saly from Greffs dutches (81) 

~ 840 Who Vtents to be a MBtonwre?: 
.'Chris Tarrant presents the quiz show tn 
wWch contestants attempt to give 15 
correct answers to win the top prize for 
. one gtUflon pounds g642) 840 FUm: 

Mxi Onfy UveTWfee (99454772) 1045 
: ITN News; 

Ftoi: Aten (663384W %£*£&?** 
Goals (8321598). 245 ChjbaVtelon 
OS33531) 240 FBm: S»rmy Weathers 
■ , (329024) 445 EntertainmaTt New 

(2152208) 5-20 Making of Dr Doittie 


640 GMTV (6183806) 945 POrey the 
Park Keaier P6875994) 943 Rocky 
and the Dodos (8652284) 1030 BriHant 
Creatures (6685440) 1040 The Cantsr- 
vffle Ghost (27538) 1240 Are You 
Afraid of the Dark? (78130) 1240 
News; Weather (179877W) 1240 Short- 
land Street (3843517) HO Sean Con- 
nary- Oose-Up (586S352) 155 FBm: 
Once ipon a Forest (710^65) 343 Far 
from the Maddhg Crowd (344333) 545 
ITN News; Weather (5886913) 545 
FBm: Black Beauty (95704352) 740 
Do-lt-Ybursett Mr Bean (696-4). 740 
Coronation Street (81) 840 Who Wants 
to be a MiSonake? (5642) 840 Film: 
You Only Live 7Wce (99454772). 1045 
fTN News; WBather (825159) 1045 
Film: ABen (66338401) 1245 Greatest 
Goals (8321598) 245 OubaVision 
7183531) 240 F8n: Stormy Weathers 
329024) 445 Bitertalnment Now 
77^442) 545 Coronation Street- 
1118173) 545 - 640 New* (7215173) 

MERIDIAN 

640 GMTV (6193826) 945 Percy the 
Park Keeper (6675994) 845 Rodry 
and the Dodos (8652284) «W0 BriBant 


Creatures (6665449) 1040 The Cantsr- 
viBe Ghost (27536) 1240 Are YOU 
Afraid of the Dart? (78130) 1240 
News; Wfeather (17967710) 1240 Em- 
merdale (3843517) 110 Sean Connery - 
Close-lip (5866352) 145 Fare: Once 
upon a Forest (7108265) 3.15 Far from 
the Maddng Crowd (344333) 5.15 UN 
ftews; WSalher PS88913) 545 Fflm: 
Black Beauty (95704352) 740 Do-tt- 
Yourssit Mr Bean (6994) 740 Corona- 
tion Street (81) 840 Who Wants to be 
a M»oraire7 (5642) 840 flbn:\bu 
Only Uve Twice (99454772) 1045 ITN 
News; Weather (825159) NL45 Film: 
ABen (06338401) 1245 Greatest Goals 
(8321598) 245 Ctoba Vision (7483531). 
240 Film: Stormy weathers (329024) 
445 Entert^nmant Now (7739442) 
545 Bugs Bunny (1118173) 545 - 
640 ITN Morning News (72^170) 

WESTCOUNTRY 

640 GMTV (6193826) 945 Percy the 
Part Keeper (6875994) 9.55 Rocky 
and the Dodos (8652284) 1040 BrrfSant 
Creatures (8665449) 1040 The Cantsr- 
vffle Ghosf (27536) 1240 Are You 
Afraid of the Dark? (78130) 1240 
News; Weather (17987710) 1240 Em- 
merdaJe (3843517) L10 Sean CoraiBry - 


Close-Up (5868352) 155 Fflm: Once 
upon a Forest (7108265) 345 Far from 
the Maddng Crowd (344333) 545 ITN 
News; weather (5886913) 545 Film: 
Black Beauty (95704352) 740 Do-lt- 
Yoursett Mr Bean (6994) 740 Corona- 
tion Street (81) 840 Who Wants to be 
a Mffionaire? (5640) 840 Him: You 
Orty Live TWce (99454772) 1045 
News; Weekend Weather (829159) 

1045 FBm: ADen (68338401) 1245 
Greatest Goals (8321598) 245 ClubaVl- 
Sion (7483531) 240 Fflm: Stormy 
withers (329024) 445 Entertainment 
Now (7729442) 545 Bugs Bunny 
(1118173) 545 - 6.00 News (7215173) 

YORKSHIRE 

640 GMTV (8193826) 945 Percy the 
Park Keeper (0875904) 945 Rocky 
and ihe Dodos (8652264) 1040 BriBant 
Creatures (6665449) 1040 The Camer- 
vifle Ghost (27538) 1240 Are You 
Afraid of the Dart? (78130). 1240 
News; Wbather (17987710) 4240 Em- 
merdale (5533401) 140 Cartoon 
(86009333) LS5 Fflm: Once upon a 
Forest (7106265) 345 Far from the 
Madding Crowd (344333) 545 ITN 
News; Weather (5886913) 545 Fftn; 
Black Beauty (95704352) 740 Do-lt- 


Yoursott, Mr Bean (6994) 740 Corona- 
tion Street (81) 840 Who Wants to be 
a MBEonake? (5642). 840 Fflm: You 
Only Live Twice (99454772) 1045 ITN 
News; Weather (825159). 1045 Film: 
ABen (66338401) 1245 Greatest Goals 
(8321598) 245 CtubaVIston (7183531) 
240 Him: Stormy Weathers (329034) 
445 Entertainment Now (2152208) 
540 Making of Dr Ddttle (1161444) 
5.55 - 640 Morning News (7215173) 

SAC 

As C hann el 4 except: 12.2S Granpa 
(67044997) 1245 Planed Plant 
(0964143^ 440 Planed Plant (23100994) 
540 Cotntdown (56653888) 640 
Newyddon (B42flB42) 645 Heno 
(13198807) 740 PObOl y Own (25965333) 
MS CyngeirtJ Caneuon Tory ae Alorra: 
DtofchlCH (0296772) 845 Cerin Gwfed 
(0951255) 8^5 Newyddon (368W130) 
1040 Brookside (5442078) 1045 The 
Frasier Story (42170642) 1145 Rosier 
(1198090) 1145 Cheers (20933913) 
1240 Fftn: The Man with Two Brans 
(37523647)155 Fftn: Al of Me 
(maos) 345-4S0 Film: The Man 
Who Changed HsMnd* (34882227) 

ALL OTHER JTV REGIONS 
SEE HAM 1TV 


CHESS 

JON SPEELMAN 


AFTER TWO rounds of the Hastings 
Premier; Russian Sergei Shipov 

was already the sole leader with 2/2 

after beating me in the first round 

and an even harsher victory against 

Tony Miles in the second. 

First my defeat -I can only hope 
that I generally play better in the 
New Year Sergei Shipov (Black), 
Jon Speelman (White to play). Since 
Black lias the positional threat of 
_.Nd6, 1 really had to pfey 2j.b5. 



21. b5cxb5 

22. Rxb5 Qe6 

23. Bg2Rec8 
24JVg5Rxcl+ 
25.Bxcl Qc6 
2G.Bxe4 Qxcl+ 
27Jvg2 Bc4 
28.RC5 Bxe2 
29JUC1 Rb8 
30.RC2 Ba6 
31Jtc7 Bffi 
32-Nf3 Kf8 
33.Rc5 b6 
3LRc7 Bb5 
35Jvlel? e5 

36. NS exd4 

37. Nxd4 Bxd4 


3&.exd4 RdB 
39,d5 Rd7 
40Jic8+Ke7 
41JRa8 Kd6 
42JBc2 BcA 
43.Rxa4 b5 
44Jta3 Bxd5+ 
45Jv£l Bc4+ 

46. Kel Kc5 

47. g4 KM 

48. Rh3 Bxa2 
49J?xh7Rd4 

50. Bdl Be6 

51. h4 Kc3 
52±5 gxh5 
53.gxh5 Rh4 
5430 b4 0-1 


If 263xd5 Qxcl+ 27.QA Qxfl-f 
28 -Kxfi Nxg5 29.Rxg5 6! traps the 
rook. After he refused a draw offer 
with 32._.Kf8 1 went wrong: 33JVel 
Ke8 (if 33~..e5? 343d5l) 3LNd3 or 
three moves later 35.Bc6! were still 
reasonable. Instead, I got horribly 
squeezed and at the end the Black 
pawn will run home. 

In Ibny's game, 7._b6 is rather 
un usual. If then 8-..Nxe4 9x15! is 
dangerous but &_.Bb7 was possible 
to provoke 9.e5 - 9.d5 is speculative 
here. Instead. Black allowed the 
White queen to f4 where it exerted 


considerable pressure. One way to 
oppose this is to bring the Black 
queen to the kingside. But during 
the post-mortem, Jim Plaskett 
found the extraordinary 12 — Qd3 
133dl Qg6 14J l Jh4 Qh5 15JRd8+!! 
Kxd8 16-Bdl trapping her 

12. JNxb3 looks nice but the open 
a file and weakness on b6 are seri- 
ous. If 14—0-0 153h6! but the king 

is awful on 18. If 15 Qe8 163g5 but 

163a4! was one attacker too many. 
Later if 2L.~Nxe5 22.Qe3 Qc6 23J3 
etc. At the end if 23«.exf4 24.Qd6+! 
or 23....Qb8 24.Qc4! 

Sergei Shipov v Tony Miles 
Hastings 1998 (2nd round) 
Queen's Gambit Accepted 


1 d4d5 
2c4dxc4 

3 Nf3 Nf 6 

4 e3 06 

5 Bxc4 c5 

6 0-0 a 6 
7BbSb6(? 
8e4 cxd4 
9 e5 Nfd7 

10 Qxd4 Bb7 

11 Qf4 Nc5 

12 Nc3 Nxb3 


13 axfo3 Be7 

14 Qg3 K£8 

15 Rdl Nd7 

16 Ra4! Qe8 

17 Rg4 g6 

18 Bh6+ Kgfi 

19 Ng5 Bf8 

20 Bxffl Kxffi 

21 Rf4 fi 

22exf6e5 
23 Qd3 1-0 


BRIDGE 

ALAN HlRON 


EAST FOUND himself in a position 
where he had three possible lines of 
defence on this deal. He rejected the 
first as obviously wrong, and the 
second because it was surely too 
dangerous. Unfortunately the third 
worked badly as well when declarer 
judged matters well Only later did 
it become dear that East should not 
have been so hasty with his analysis. 

South opened Two Clubs (show- 
ing an Acol TWo in any of the four 
suits but not game-forcing) and 
North relayed with TWo Diamonds. 
Blast overcalled with TWo Hearts, 
South showed his spades, and West 
contested with Three Hearts. After 
a spade raise from his partner. 
South went on to game. All passed 
and Wfest led the ace and another 
heart against Ibur Spades. East took 
his king and switched to his trump. 

After winning the spade return in 
hand, declarer led his singleton 
diamond to the two, jack and queen. 
This left East on lead with a pnfo- 
lem. A diamond return would dearly 
cost a trick and there was an acute 
danger in hying a club for if, as 
seemed likely, South held the queen 
as well as the ace, he would now 
avoid a club loser: 

Taking a deep breath. Blast tried 
a third round of hearts, deliberately 
conceding a ruff and discard. All 


East-West game; dealer South 
North 

♦ J 3 2 
<?64 

OK J 8 7 6 
♦J 7 5 

West East 


West 

♦ 765 
<PA5 3 2 
010 5 2 

♦ 1063 


♦ 4 

» VKJ1098 

OAQ93 
♦K42 

South 

♦ AKQ1098 

<?Q7 

04 

♦A Q 9 8 


would have been well if declarer had 
ruffed in dummy but he wisely 
trumped in hand and discarded a 
dub from the table. Now 4J gave an 
entry for a successful dub finesse 
and 2A and a dub ruff followed to 
give South 10 tricks. 

And the spurned possibility? The 
ace of diamonds (on for that matter; 
even a low diamond!) certainly gives 
declarer a trick in the suit but does 
not really help him for he still has an 
inescapable dub loser Would you 
have found this defence? 


Concise Crossword 


No.3808 Friday 1 January 

■■TTT'l [3 



ACROSS 

I Young cow (4) 

4 Sharpens (5) 

9 Small drum (5) 

10 Big cat (7) 

II Immediately (S) 

12 Sword (4) 

13 Support for lines (9,4) 

17 Cut (4) 

IS Played with notes separated 

21 Century (7) 

22 farewell (5) 

23 Sweets (5) 

24 Level (4) 


DOWN 

2 Religious superior (5) 

3 Agriculture (7) 

4 without great enthusiasm (4- 

5 ftare eas (4) 


Wish hair (7) 

Full extent of one's ability (6) 


14 Of few words (7) 

15 Land measure (7) 

16 Self-centredness (6) 

17 Sunken fence (2-2) 

19 Nimble (5) 

20 Smile (4) 


Solution to yesterday’s Concise Crossword: 


13 Garbage, L 1 ? Phone-in, 16 Rasher, 18 Topic, 20 AkfeL 
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